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Teach Them. 
Part II 

February 22, 2015 
By C. Benjamin Dill 

 
Good morning, Lighthouse!  Are you ready for 
the Word of God this morning?  
 
Mat 28:18-20  
18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth.  
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
20  Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen.  
 
What we have just read is known to most of us 
as “The Great Commission”.  This great 
command or commission was given to the 
Lord’s Church just a little while before Jesus 
ascended in to heaven right before their eyes. 
 
There are details we can observe surrounding 
the issue of this command to the Church that 
help us put this in its proper perspective. 
 
First of all we know this command was issued 
to the Church as a Body rather than to the 
eleven as individual Christians.  They would 
not be around teaching and baptizing until the 
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end of the world…the Church, however, would 
be. 
 
Another observable fact is that at this time, 
there was only one Church in existence.  
 
How, one may ask, how does this perpetuation 
of Jesus being with His Church “always, even 
unto the end of the world”, take place?  
 
Would it be by an ever expanding growth of 
satellite groups spreading from Jerusalem 
outward with the Jerusalem Church as its 
head?   
 
Acts 1:8-9  
8  But ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.  
9  And when he had spoken these things, while 
they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight.  
 
Or, would this perpetuation, beginning with the 
Jerusalem Church, consist of individual 
Churches giving birth to new independent 
Churches; each charged with the responsibility 
to continue giving birth to new Churches; each 
one with Jesus as its direct head. 
 
All one must do to find out is to observe the 
pattern in scripture that follows.  The latter is, 
of course, the pattern seen in scripture; and 
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Lighthouse, we are the product of that 
perpetuation.  Jesus promised that He would 
be with his Churches always…even unto the 
end of the world. 
 
That means that there has never been a time 
since Jesus made this promise that there were 
not real Churches preaching and teaching the 
real gospel and expanding His kingdom 
throughout the entire world. 
 
Let me give you something extra this morning 
about how to tell if a Church is a real one or 
not. 
 
First of all, no Church can trace its history all 
the way back to the Jerusalem Church to 
thereby verify its authority. 
 
Secondly, even many real Churches have 
ceased to exist; they died out because they 
failed God; they stopped being faithful to 
preach the truth in love and the Lord removed 
them.  Just like the Israelites that died in the 
wilderness; their offspring was left to carry on 
the commission. 
 
What you can do is easily identify most of the 
false ones. Any Church that doesn’t 
consistently preach and teach the gospel 
cannot possibly be one. 
 
Any church that teaches works to get or to 
keep salvation simply cannot possibly be one. 
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Any Church that does not hold to the historic 
New Testament doctrinal ordinances and 
practices given to us by Jesus and the 
Apostles simply cannot be one. 
 
Somewhat harder to identify are what I call the 
lizard tail churches.  
 
There is always someone popping up in the 
real Churches rebelling and drawing off 
followers after themselves.  Paul warned us of 
this:  
Acts 20:29-30  
29  For I know this, that after my departing 
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock.  
30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them.  
 
1John 2:19  They went out from us, but they 
were not of us: for if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt have continued with us: but 
they went out, that they might be made 
manifest that they were not all of us. 
 
This has plagued every true Church since and 
including the first one that Jesus Himself was 
the pastor of. 
 
Why do I call them lizard tail churches?  
Isaiah 9:15-16  
15  The ancient and honorable, he is the head; 
and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the 
tail.  
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16  For the leaders of this people cause them 
to err; and they that are led of them are 
destroyed.  
 
I Corinthians 11:14  Doth not even nature 
itself teach you,…? 
 
According to an article in Livescience: 
“Lizards lose their tails to throw off predators. 
Even after a tail detaches, nervous spasms 
make a newly dropped lizard tail wag around 
as if it's alive. The headless appendage startles 
predators and gives tailless lizards a few 
precious moments to escape, relatively 
unharmed.” 
 
It’s interesting to note, of course, that the lizard 
can grow a new tail…but the tail, however, 
cannot grow a new lizard; all they can do is 
wag around as if they were alive; for a while. 
 
The fact that the Great Commission to win and 
teach the lost is given to our Church as a 
whole rather than to each individual Christian is 
an especially important one to some of you. 
 
2 Timothy 4:1-5  
1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom;  
2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine.  
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3  For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears;  
4  And they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  
5  But watch thou in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry.  
 
Unlike Timothy, some of you are not made, 
designed or gifted to do the work of an 
evangelist; and you should not be made to feel 
guilty or second class if you are not. 
 
Like I pointed out before, there are plenty of 
other support roles wherein to serve; all of 
which are important as well. 
 
Furthermore the Lord will reward us all as well; 
check out this Bible principle from  
1Samuel 25:13  And David said unto his men, 
Gird ye on every man his sword. And they 
girded on every man his sword; and David also 
girded on his sword: and there went up after 
David about four hundred men; and two 
hundred abode by the stuff.  
 
Some went to battle but somebody had to take 
care of the stuff.  After the battle when the 
prize was won, there arose a dispute over the 
spoil; the king settled it this way: 
 
1Samuel 30:24-25  
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24  For who will hearken unto you in this 
matter? but as his part is that goeth down to 
the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by 
the stuff: they shall part alike.  
25  And it was so from that day forward, that he 
made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel 
unto this day.  
 
You may not be one who actually, “in person” 
goes down to the battle; however: 
1. Everyone is to gird on his sword. (The 
Word.) 
2. And everyone is responsible to guard and 
defend the “stuff”. 
 
Whether you are on the front line or not, you 
need to know, to understand and be able to 
articulate what we must teach someone for 
them to be saved. 
 
And you need to guard these principles and 
doctrine from corruption as others have 
guarded them before you. 
 
There are many passages of scripture which 
outline these precious truths; we will begin this 
morning with John chapter one. 
 
John 1:1-14 
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2  The same was in the beginning with God.  
3  All things were made by him; and without 
him was not any thing made that was made.  
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4  In him was life; and the life was the light of 
men.  
5  And the light shineth in darkness; and the 
darkness comprehended it not.  
6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John.  
7  The same came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light, that all men through him 
might believe.  
8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear 
witness of that Light.  
9  That was the true Light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.  
10  He was in the world, and the world was 
made by him, and the world knew him not.  
11  He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not.  
12  But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name:  
13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.  
14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.  
 
Keeping in mind that you simply cannot teach 
anyone until they are ready to learn; we must 
begin first with the Bible:  
 
I.  What it is. 
 
A. The Bible IS the Word of God! 
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1. Do you believe this; how do you know? 
 
2. We not only believe this, we can prove it. 
 
3. Can you prove with real evidence that the 
Bible truly is the Word of God? 
 
4. 2 Peter 1:21  For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.  
 
5. Without the Bible, there is no other source 
today of knowing Jesus. 
 
6. Jesus has been lied about, misconstrued, 
misrepresented and His name is being 
misused thousands of false preachers and 
teachers everywhere; the only way you have of 
getting to the truth is the Bible. 
 
B. The Word IS God. 
 
1.  The Bible is not just a book; it’s not just a 
really good book. The Bible lives! 
 
2. John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 
 
3. John 1:14 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
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as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.  
 
4. How are you going to trust Jesus without 
first trusting the book that declares Him? 
 
5. You simply cannot trust what you are not 
sure about. 
 
6. When you put this together:  
 

a. The Bible is the Word. 
 
b. The Word is God.  
 
c. Jesus is the Word made flesh. 
 
d. Thus, Jesus is God. 

 
7. Yes, you must know, understand and 
believe that Jesus IS God.  John 8:24  I said 
therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your 
sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins.  
 
Next we must teach them: 
 
II. What it says. 
 
A. We must teach them how God sees us. 
 
1. From God’s perspective, there are two 
groups; the scriptures state them over and 
over. 
 a. Lost people and saved people. 
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 b. Unrighteous and righteous.  
 c. Condemned and justified. 
 d. Children of the Devil, children of God. 
 e. Going to hell, going to heaven. 
 
2. Because of our sin, we all start out lost. 
 
3. Sin has been judged and as sinners, we are 
condemned already.  
John 3:18  He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God.  
 
B. You are not a good person.   
 
1. We all know this; we just don’t like hearing it. 
 
2. Romans 3:9-18  
9  What then? are we better than they? No, in 
no wise: for we have before proved both Jews 
and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;  
10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, 
not one:  
11  There is none that understandeth, there is 
none that seeketh after God.  
12  They are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.  
13  Their throat is an open sepulcher; with their 
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of 
asps is under their lips:  
14  Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness:  
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15  Their feet are swift to shed blood:  
16  Destruction and misery are in their ways:  
17  And the way of peace have they not 
known:  
18  There is no fear of God before their eyes.  
 
3. You may be a great person as compared to 
other people but God’s standard is Jesus, not 
other people. 
 
C. What we are facing. 
 
1. The unsaved are facing eternity in a devil’s 
hell; that’s where we all deserve to be. 
 
2. Not only that; without Jesus, life will not 
simply continue as it is.  
 
3. We say that “if you do what you’ve always 
done, you will get what you’ve always got”. 
 
4. This is not exactly true; the collective 
consequences of our sin bring an ever 
increasing toll of misery, sadness and loss. 
 
5. Without Jesus, it’s going to get worse; a lot 
worse. 
 
Next we need to teach them: 
 
III. What you can do about it. 
 
A. There is absolutely nothing you can do 
about it. 
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1. You are lost, condemned, unrighteous, 
unforgiven, dead in your sins and headed to 
hell and there is not one single thing you can 
do about it. 
 
2. Your works are useless.  
  
 a. Ephesians 2:8-9  

8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God:  
9  Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.  

  
 b. Titus 3:5  Not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost;  

 
3. Your words are useless.   
Romans 10:10-11  
10  For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation.  
11  For the Scripture saith, Whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed.  
 
4. All your words can do is state what has 
already occurred in your heart. 
 
5. Technically, not even your faith saves you. 
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6. It is the blood of Jesus that paid for your 
sins; you faith simply is the conduit that 
connects you to that salvation.   
Romans 5:9  Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him.  
 
B. We must teach them what Jesus has 
already done about it. 
 
1. We must give them the gospel. Romans 
1:16-17  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek.  
17  For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written. The 
just shall live by faith.  
 
2. 1Corinthians 15:1-4   
1  Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye stand;  
2  By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in 
memory what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain.  
3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which 
I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures;  
4  And that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the Scriptures:  
 
 
In Conclusion:  
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Once you are at this point; you have given 
them the power to become the Sons of God. 
John 1:12  But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name:  
 
Help them through the confusion. 
Satan has them confused or they would 
already be saved; help them sort it out. 
 
Then, invite them to place their trust in 
Jesus. 
  
Someone asked, “what about repentance?” 
You’ve already covered it. “Repent” is to 
change your mind.   
 
When you trusted Jesus to save you, you 
abandoned all you trusted in before and 
turned to over to Jesus. 
 
That IS repentance! 
 
What about you this morning? Do you need 
to turn it all over to Jesus this morning? 
 


