
Genesis 31:11-55  
Back to the Land 

 
God with him … 
 
I. Called to Leave: When the Lord Commands 
 A. Land of Your Kindred 
 B. Mobilization and Movement 
 C. Secret Stowaways 
 
II. Collection of Liars: Yet the Lord Prevails 
 A. Trickster Tracked 
 B. Laban Warned 
 C. The Equivocators 
 D. Accuser, Advocate, Guilty Party  
 E. Jacob’s Complaint 
 F. Covenant of Distrust 
 G. Laban’s Last Words 
  
III. Toward Canaan in Earnest: As the Lord Leads 
 A. Step Toward Freedom 
 B. Certain Things … Uncertain future 
 C. Promise Ahead 
 
… God ahead of him.  
 
Children, Listen … 
1. Is anyone in our story honest (besides God)? 
2. What bad thing did Rachel do? 
3. Could Laban and Jacob trust each other? Why? 
4. Jacob was leaving a bad situation, but did he know what was ahead for him? 
5. What gave Jacob confidence that he should go ahead with his plans to leave? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Flight for Freedom 
Jacob had managed to tolerate a burdensome living situation for some twenty 
years. It was not however without benefit: he got his wives, his family grew, he 
was prosperous, and best of all, despite his circumstances, God was with him all 
along (even if he was not always in tune to the fact). But the combination of 
increasingly deteriorating conditions due to tensions with Laban’s family and 
more importantly a direct decree from God, it became clear that it was time to 
break loose from a bad situation. The whole scenario of his departure is 
peppered with lies and deceit which seems to be a trademark of Jacob but also 
the family he married into. But Jacob’s bold actions and his obedience marks a 
new beginning in earnest as he sets his face and his family toward the land of 
his kindred. The Lord has stirred things up and what lies ahead for Jacob and his 
relationship with the God of His fathers will bring a wonderfully dramatic 
change in his faith and life that he simply could not anticipate. Uncertain as he 
was he could set out on this new adventure in life with confidence because he 
knew God was behind him, with him and was going to be with him as he moved 
forward in his life’s pursuit.  
 
 


