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“The shaking of American culture is no sign that God has given up on American Christianity. In fact, it may be a sign that God is 
rescuing American Christianity from itself. We must remember that even Israel’s slavery in Egypt was a sign of God’s mercy. 
The people of God were in a strange land not because God had forgotten them, but because He was sparing them from a 
famine in Canaan that would have wiped out the line of Abraham, and, with it, the gospel itself. The church has an opportunity 
now to reclaim our witness, as those who confess that we are ‘strangers and exiles on earth’ (Hebrews 11:13).” 
                                                                                                                                                                           �Dr. Russell Moore 
 

I.       Courage  
 

“It is the truth which is assailed in any age which tests our fidelity…If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest 
exposition every portion of the truth of God except precisely that point which the world and the devil are at that moment 
attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christianity. Where the battle rages, there the 
loyalty of the soldier is proven, and to be steady on all the battle fronts besides is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches at 
that point.”                                                                                                                                                         �Martin Luther 
 
Joshua 1:6-9 (NASB) “6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to 
their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My 
servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go.        
8 This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.” 

 

II.      Compassion  
 

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NASB) “in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they 
might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  
 
Matthew 22:39 (NASB) “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 
 
“If we are too afraid of seeming inordinately Pentecostal to talk about the devil, we will find ourselves declaring war against 
mere concepts, like “evil” or “sin.” When we don’t oppose demons, we demonize opponents. And without a clear vision of 
the concrete forces we as the church are supposed to be aligned against, we find it very difficult to differentiate between 
enemy combatants and their hostages.”                                                                                                         �Russell Moore 

 

III.     The Power of the Gospel 
“The good news that the just and gracious Creator of the universe has looked upon hopelessly sinful men and women and 
has sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, to bear His wrath against sin on the cross and to show His power over sin 
in the resurrection, so that everyone who turns from their sin and themselves and trusts in Jesus as Savior and Lord will be 
reconciled to God forever.”                                                                                                                                   �David Platt 
 
Romans 1:16 (NASB) “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
 
Romans 1:16a (AMP) “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel (good news) of Christ, for it is God’s power working…” 

 
Jeremiah 13:23 (NASB) “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots? Then you also can do good who are 
accustomed to doing evil.”  
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As we conclude this series on Here We Stand, let’s take a moment to review where we have been. We 
have looked at Here We Stand on:  
 
1. Christians and Government  
2. The Reality of Hell 
3. Abortion   
4. The Sovereignty of God and The Responsibility of Man 
5. Homosexuality 
6. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
7. Speaking in Tongues 
8. Manhood and Womanhood’ (gender issues 
9. The Mystery of Suffering 
10. Racism 
11. Church Membership 
12. Church Discipline 
13. Helping the Poor 
14. Divorce and Remarriage 
15. Creation and Evolution 
16. The Role of Women in The Church 
17. The Future of Infants Who Die 
 
In addition to the Sunday evening services, we have used several “Body Life” times in the morning 
service to deal with some important issues such as ‘Here We Stand on Gambling,’ ‘Capital Punishment,’ 
‘The Consumption of Alcohol,’ and ‘Homosexual Marriage.’  
I want us to wrap this series up by looking at three essentials that must be evident in our lives if we are 
going to effectively engage our increasingly secular culture with the Gospel. Those three essentials are 
Courage, Compassion, and a confidence in The Power of the Gospel.  
Here is the point that I want to drive home. You can believe right (biblically) on each of these twenty plus 
issues that we have covered in the evening messages and Body Life, and still be displeasing God. It is not 
just accepting the biblical facts (it is that, but it is more). Those who believe right but lack the courage to 
stand against the unbiblical views of our culture have more fear of man than they have fear of God. 
However, we can courageously stand on God’s truth and yet displease God when we do it with harsh, 
condemning, caustic attitudes and words. We can courageously take a biblical stand on the issues and 
stand in opposition to the views of others in a spirit of kindness and with compassion, and still displease 
God by not taking the powerful, life changing, Gospel to those who are captives of sin or false doctrine 
with the desire to see them set free. In summary, simply believing the right thing is a necessary starting 
place, but it is not enough. 
In some ways being a Christian in today’s culture is really exciting. Allow me to explain what I mean by 
that strange sounding statement. It is true that our culture has probably made more negative changes in the 
last ten years than any other ten-year period of our 240-year history. Why would God allow such changes 
that move us further and further away from His biblical standards? I believe it is likely that He has 
allowed it to rescue true Christianity in America.  
Let me explain. For much of America’s history, cultural Christianity has flourished. Historically, for our 
culture, the religion of choice has been Christianity. Coming out of the First Great Awakening in the mid-
1700’s, and then the Second Great Awakening at the early part of the 1800’s, a large percentage of 
Americans were probably genuine Christians (that is, they were born again). The United States of 
America has not experienced a national revival since “The Prayer Revival” of 1858. The norm in any 



nation is a drifting away from biblical Christianity. One of the ways God brings a reversal of that 
downward trend is a revival. The United States has been on a downward trend for a long time. The 
strategy of our true enemy (Satan) has been to promote and spread “cultural Christianity.” Cultural 
Christianity is mental assent to the fundamentals of the faith, but a drifting away from the Scriptures in 
individual lives. Cultural Christianity is, in essence, hypocrisy covered with a thin “Christian” veneer. 
Cultural Christianity is like a vaccination. A vaccination gives you a small dose of the real thing to 
prevent you from actually getting the real thing.  
America has long called itself a Christian Nation, but using a biblical definition of a Christian, we have 
not been truly a Christian nation for many decades, and perhaps for more than a century. We have, until 
this generation, enjoyed the benefits of the Christianity of our forefathers and the Christian principles 
woven into our founding documents and institutions. In the last decade everything has changed. Cultural 
Christianity has died. The churches are emptying out at a breathtaking rate. Those who identify 
themselves as “nones” (those who check “none” in surveys asking about religious preference) are 
increasing at a shocking rate. Some are saying that we are experiencing the death of Christianity in 
America. I disagree. I believe that we are experiencing the death of Cultural Christianity. Is that really a 
bad thing? I think not. It is painful because we are experiencing the loss of the benefits of living in a 
nation that was established on Christian foundations. I grieve when I think of the world my grandchildren 
are growing up in. However, true Christianity is alive and well. Cultural Christianity is what is dying. 
Could God be allowing this massive cultural shift in America to reveal those who are truly His? 
Dr. Russell Moore is the President of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. I have never met him, but I really like him. Here is a great quote from his excellent 
book entitled, Onward, Engaging the Culture Without Losing the Gospel:  

The shaking of American culture is no sign that God has given up on American 
Christianity. In fact, it may be a sign that God is rescuing American Christianity 
from itself. We must remember that even Israel’s slavery in Egypt was a sign of 
God’s mercy. The people of God were in a strange land not because God had 
forgotten them, but because He was sparing them from a famine in Canaan that 
would have wiped out the line of Abraham, and, with it, the gospel itself. The 
church has an opportunity now to reclaim our witness, as those who confess that 
we are “strangers and exiles on earth” (Hebrews 11:13). 

In the last message in this series, I want to give us a battle plan for living in these days of moral collapse 
in our nation. What do we do? I want to call us to three things. 
 

I.  Courage 
One of the surface advantages of cultural Christianity is that the culture itself adopts many (never all and 
maybe never even a majority) of the stances concerning “what is right” that agree with the Bible. For 
instance, let’s go back to the early 1960’s. When it came to issues such as homosexuality being accepted 
as just an alternative lifestyle, same sex marriage, whether gender is determined by biology or how one 
feels about himself/herself, abortion, capital punishment, creation vs. evolution, most Americans agreed 
with what the Bible said whether they were actually true (born again) Christians or not. That is no longer 
the case. With the diminishing of cultural Christianity, Christians on most social issues find themselves in 
the distinct minority. To take a stand on some of these issues today marks us as bigots, Neanderthals, 
behind the times, and just plain ignorant. My point is that courage is required to stand on truth in moral 
issues and even many doctrinal stances today. To speak up against homosexuality, gender based on how 
one perceives one’s self, abortion, and many other issues, often brings the wrath of culture upon us. I am 
speaking of rejection at the least and persecution at the worst.  
It is interesting that today, there are certain issues (especially among younger adults who profess 
Christianity) when it is popular to be on the Bible side, and on other issues, not so much. For instance, 
standing against sex slavery (young girls involuntarily turned into prostitutes), alleviation of poverty, and 



even racism are popular stands to take, but many who stand clearly on the biblical side of these issues 
won’t touch abortion, homosexual marriage, or gender issues. If we truly are “a Bible believing Christian” 
(there really is no other kind of Christian), we don’t have the option to go with the culture instead of the 
Bible on some issues, take a biblical stance on others, and on some issues just say, “I’m just not going to 
deal with that one.” 
To be consistently biblical requires courage. I ran across this really good quote from Martin Luther.  

It is the truth which is assailed in any age which tests our fidelity… If I profess with 
the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the truth of God except 
precisely that point which the world and the devil are at that moment attacking, I 
am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christianity. Where 
the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proven, and to be steady on all 
the battle fronts besides is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches at that point. 
[Martin Luther quoted in David Platt, Counter Culture, page 18]  

In America, we are somewhat spoiled. Because of our Christian heritage, most biblical stances were not 
met with vehement anger, rejection, and ostracism. Those days are gone – even in the Bible belt.  
To stand on God’s truth requires large doses of Holy Spirit dispensed courage. I am encouraged by the 
passages on courage that God gave to Joshua as he was about to enter the Promised Land. Joshua 1:6-9 
(NASB):  

Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land 
which I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous; be 
careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do 
not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever 
you go. This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that 
is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or 
be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.  

We are facing a battle that is just as real as the battle Joshua and the children of Israel were facing as they 
went in to claim the land of Canaan that God had given them. We are in a real war and neutrality is not 
really an option.  
 

II.  Compassion  
Ours is a war characterized by compassion. Our goal is not to destroy, incapacitate, or make fools of those 
who stand on the non-biblical side of the culture issues. Our goal is free them from their captivity to the 
evil one. The Planned Parenthood advocates, the pushers of the homosexual agenda, the advocates for 
homosexual marriage, ardent evangelists for Darwinian evolution, the activists for transgendered 
acceptance, the legalized gambling advocates – these people are not to be the recipients of our hatred. 
They are not our enemy; the powers of darkness that seek to control the darkened minds of those the Bible 
calls “natural man” (1 Corinthians 2:14) are our enemies. With compassion in our hearts and the truth of 
Scripture on our lips we go into battle to see captives set free.  
To balance (not contradict) what I have just said, these captives of the enemy don’t realize that they are 
captives. They have accepted the devil’s lies and don’t see themselves as captives. 2 Corinthians 4:4 
(NASB): “in whose case the god of this world [the real enemy, Satan] has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.” We are to look upon these people with blinded minds, not with hatred and animosity, but with 
compassion.  
Remember that Jesus said in Matthew 22:39 (NASB): “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” These 
captives are our neighbors. There is never a justification for vicious rhetoric, hate filled speech, or name 



calling. Having said that, don’t expect that these captives of the evil one will appreciate your kindness as 
you courageously stand for the truth. If you choose to stand for truth, you will likely be the recipient of 
vicious rhetoric, hate filled speech, and name calling. When the Holy Spirit fills your life, He produces 
spiritual fruit in your life. Four qualities of that fruit are “kindness,” “goodness,” “gentleness” and “self 
control” (Galatians 5:22-23).  
Dr. Russell Moore expressed my heart when he said this:  

If we are too afraid of seeming inordinately Pentecostal to talk about the devil, we 
will find ourselves declaring war against mere concepts, like “evil” or “sin.” When 
we don’t oppose demons, we demonize opponents. And without a clear vision of 
the concrete forces we as the church are supposed to be aligned against, we find it 
very difficult to differentiate between enemy combatants and their hostages. 
[Russell Moore, page 192] 

Robert Frost described Abraham Lincoln as being “a velvet covered brick.” What did he mean by that? A 
brick is unbending and refuses to crumble or give in under pressure. Velvet is nice to be close to – soft 
and warm. That is what I want to be! I want to be courageous, unyielding to evil, never compromising the 
truth, willing to suffer or be rejected or to be vilified for standing for biblical truth. But I also want to be 
filled with compassion, kindness, goodness and self-control, and love those who see me as their enemy. I 
want us to be a church full of “velvet covered bricks.”  
   

III.  Confidence in the Power of the Gospel 
In spite of all that is happening in our culture, I am optimistic because I believe that the Gospel is 
powerful and that through the sharing of the Gospel, things can change – only God through the Gospel 
can change individuals who are captives of the enemy into soldiers of Christ.  
What do we mean by “the Gospel? Many, today, make the Gospel so broad and inclusive that it ends up 
being nothing. I like David Platt’s definition of the Gospel: 

The good news that the just and gracious Creator of the universe has looked upon 
hopelessly sinful men and women and has sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God in the 
flesh, to bear His wrath against sin on the cross and to show His power over sin in 
the resurrection, so that everyone who turns from their sin and themselves and 
trusts in Jesus as Savior and Lord will be reconciled to God forever. 

This message of the Gospel is powerful, supernaturally powerful. Romans 1:16 (NASB): “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek.”  
The apostle Paul was not saying that the Gospel contains power; he is not saying that the Gospel is 
powerful. He is saying that the Gospel is the power of God. In other words, the Gospel is one of the 
means God chooses to manifest His omnipotence. The Amplified translation of Romans 1:16a (AMP) says, 
“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel (good news) of Christ, for it is God’s power working…” The Gospel 
is the omnipotence of God operative in salvation. Mankind without Christ needs to be changed, and yet he 
finds it impossible to really change himself, especially to change his nature. Jeremiah 13:23 (NASB) says, 
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots? Then you also can do good Who are 
accustomed to doing evil.” Ah, but God, who is omnipotent can take a hell bound, condemned, helpless, 
polluted, enslaved to sin, spiritually dead sinner and change his destiny to heaven, justify him, forgive 
him, make him alive in Christ, baptize him into Christ, and make him become a partaker in the divine 
nature (2 Peter 1:4). There is no one too far gone for the omnipotence of God. This power of God brings 
about justification (I have been saved from the penalty of sin”); it brings about sanctification (I am being 
saved from the power of sin); this power of God keeps us all the way through to glorification (I will be 
saved from the very presence of sin and be made fully in the likeness of Christ). Oh the saving, changing, 
preserving power of God through the Gospel! 



Our hope is not in protest marches or getting the right people elected to office. Our hope is in the 
power of God operating through the Gospel. Courage, compassion, and a confidence in the power of 
the Gospel – Here we stand! 


