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THINK ON THINGS ABOVE 

(SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: Ps. 110; Col. 3:1-4 

INTRODUCTION 

“An article in a San Francisco newspaper reported that a young man who once 
found a $5 bill on the street resolved that from that time on he would never lift 
his eyes while walking. The paper went on to say that over the years he 
accumulated, among other things, 29,516 buttons, 54,172 pins, 12 cents, a bent 
back, and a miserly disposition. But he also lost something—the glory of sunlight, 
the radiance of the stars, the smiles of friends, and the freshness of blue skies.”1 

I share this as an illustration of our text from Colossians 3. Are you going to be the type of 
person focused on finding buttons and lost change or focused on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the glory that awaits? 

In light of your union with Jesus Christ in His death, you are to live your life seeking those 
things which are above. 

Live with your focus on Christ and the glory to come. 

We will look at Col. 3:1-4 in three parts. 

1) Seek Christ and things above rather than merely earthly things, vv. 1-2. 

2) Consider again your death and life with Christ, v. 3. 

3) Know that the fullness of glory will one day be revealed, v. 4. 

 

1. SEEK CHRIST AND THINGS ABOVE RATHER THAN MERELY EARTHLY THINGS, VV. 
1-2. 

Col. 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on things 
above, not on things on the earth.   

                                                
1 Quoted from Our Daily Bread, June 6. I don’t have a year or other source information. 
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As you know, chapter divisions in Scripture are not inspired and in some cases are not 
helpful. 

I think we can understand why verse 1 might be the start of a new chapter, but in this 
case the chapter division breaks up the connection of vv. 1-4 with the end of chapter 2. 

There is a great contrast that you are to see that is presented in verse 2. 

Things above vs. things on earth. 

Paul is not just talking about Ferraris vs. angels. 

There could be application to matters like this, but this is not the focus of Scripture here.  

In fact what some people would call heavenly matters are falsely such and are just the 
ideas of those who are vainly puffed up by their fleshly minds, using the words of Col. 2. 

Remember the error and danger for those in Colossae had to do with angels, visions, and 
the like. 

These false ideas along with other man made rules are all part of things that simply have 
to do with this earth. 

Further, the things of this earth include laws regarding food and drink, the misapplication 
of OT ceremonial laws, and rules about the deprivation of the body and living an ascetic 
life. 

An important observation that is relevant today is that what a lot of people think about as 
being heavenly or truly spiritual is falsely identified as such.  

We could also add to this. Many people think that through their own earthly efforts they 
are going to get into heaven. They have truly an earthly focus rather than a focus on 
those things which are above. 

What are the things above that you are to seek? 

The things which are above are not angel wings and harps, but the reality of Jesus Christ 
ruling at the right hand of God. 

The things which are above relate to God’s sovereign and gracious work of salvation in 
redeeming lost sinners. 

The things which are above relate to how you are to serve God and seek first His 
kingdom while He gives you life here below. 

Murray J. Harris wrote this: 
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“Paul is not detracting from the importance of the material world and earthly 
concerns but rather is rejecting an earth-bound mind-set. The remedy for 
submission to mundane regulations (2:20-22) is concentration of desire and 
thought on heavenly obligations.”2  

So to appreciate the flow of Paul’s argument here we need to properly understand the 
meaning of earthly things vs. heavenly things. 

Additionally we have to appreciate the break with the old, earthly order that we enjoy in 
the death of Christ. 

In your death with Christ there is a decisive break with: 

Power of sin 

Curse of God’s Law 

Enslavement to the devil and demons 

Bondage to man’s laws 

Focus just on earthly things 

Look at the beginning of verse 1. 

If then you were raised with Christ… 

This connects back with where in chapter 2? There is a connection back with 2:20. 

Therefore, if you died with Christ… 

As I mentioned last week, Paul is not doubting or seeking to encourage doubt, rather he is 
calling for you to think about both dying with Christ and being raised with Christ. 

Since you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above. 

Think or set your mind on things above. 

Your life in terms of its focus and purpose is to be dictated by the Lord Jesus Christ who 
rules at the right hand of God. 

                                                
2 Murray J. Harris, Colossians and Philemon, 138. 
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Listen to a beautiful quote by F. F. Bruce on the rule of Jesus Christ. 

“The static impression made by conventional artistic representations of the 
heavenly session of Christ obscures the dynamic NT picture of the exalted Christ 
going forth by His Spirit in all the world, conquering and to conquer.”3 

The commands that Paul gives in verses 1 and 2 are not check-list commands. These are 
not commands you keep once and then are finished.  

Rather, God’s Word is calling you for the rest of your life to make sure your focus is 
where it needs to be. 

Mystical ideas and practices, the attempts to live a harsh, ascetic lifestyle, simply following 
the rules of men – what will any of these things accomplish? 

You died with Jesus Christ. You were raised with Jesus Christ. Can you top these 
experiences? 

I think many people as I hinted earlier likely think that verses 1 and 2 have an application 
concerning materialism. 

Don’t be materialistic in how you live your life. 

That certainly is a good point, but again that is not what God’s Word is here emphasizing 
directly. 

Rather your focus is to be truly on the Lord Jesus Christ ruling at the right hand of God. 

If this is your focus, then I think you are able to deal with many other issues that you face. 

Seek those things which are above where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God. 

Listen again to the comments of F. F. Bruce. 

“Believers have now no private life of their own. Their life is the life of Christ, 
maintained in being by him at God’s right hand and shared by him with all his 
people. Their interests must be his interests. Instead of waiting until the last day 
to receive the resurrection life, those who have been raised with Christ possess it 
here and now.”4 

2. CONSIDER AGAIN YOUR DEATH AND LIFE WITH CHRIST, V. 3. 

                                                
3 F. F. Bruce, Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians, 133. 
4 F. F. Bruce, 134. 
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Col. 3:3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  

For you died… 

What purpose is the word “for” playing? 

At least in part it must be introducing the reason for the commands in verses 1 and 2. 

Again we have a connection back with chapter 2 and verses 11 and 20. 

As I mentioned earlier we see emphasis on the decisive break with the old order and our 
sinful flesh. 

Listen to two familiar passages that are closely related to verse 3. 

Rom. 6:6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the 
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.  

Gal. 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

I think it is difficult for us to appreciate the force of such language. 

It is a reminder to us that the gospel message is so vastly different from just inspiring or 
encouraging thoughts of men. 

The gospel message is so vastly different from self-directed improvement and change. It. 
Is not simply human striving to be a better person.  

You have died! Your entire previous life before Christ is dead and buried. 

Your life is not your own. Your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

Everyone is going to die twice! Either you die spiritually with Christ or you will die again 
spiritually in terms of judgment apart from Christ. 

What does it mean that your life is hidden with Christ in God? 

Some have thought that this refers somehow to secretly living as a Christian. 

Living quietly or secretly as a Christian is not the meaning of this verse. 

Rather the idea is that your new spiritual life is not something you produce and we 
ourselves nor others can now see the fullness of this life. 

The word hidden means that the fullness of this life is not yet known. 
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1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been 
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

John Calvin commented here. 

“It is worthy of observation, that our life is said to be hid, that we may not 
murmur or complain if our life, being buried under the ignominy of the cross, 
and under various distresses, differs nothing from death, but may patiently wait 
for the day of revelation.” 

Your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

Here we have amazing security and confidence. 

For here is the doctrine of eternal security, union with Christ in His death and 
resurrection, and the closeness of the fellowship that we enjoy with Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

 

3. KNOW THAT THE FULLNESS OF GLORY WILL ONE DAY BE REVEALED, V. 4. 

Col. 3:4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him 
in glory. 

What a beautiful statement is found in these words – Christ who is our life. 

Your entire spiritual life is not your own life, but rather it is the life that comes from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The word appears also in verse 4 refers to the glorious return of Christ in victory at the 
end of the world as we now know it. 

This verb is used to refer to the first coming of our Lord and then as it is here to His final 
or second coming. 

1Pet. 5:4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of 
glory that does not fade away. 

1John 2:28   And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we 
may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 
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Now isn’t death our entrance into the eternal state? We don’t believe in soul sleep. 

Death is indeed entrance into glory. But your own individual death is not the fullness of 
glory. 

This fullness of glory only will come with the appearance of Christ – then you also will 
appear with Him in glory. 

Listen to an appropriate description by another commentator: 

Paul, the prisoner, an eccentric Jew to the Romans and a worse-than-Gentile 
traitor to the Jews, will be seen as Paul the apostle, the servant of the King. The 
Colossians, insignificant ex-pagans from a third-rate country town, will be seen in 
a glory which, if it were now to appear, one might be tempted to worship. This is 
how they are to regard their life, and on this foundation they are to build genuine 
holiness and Christian maturity.5 

CONCLUSION: 

Imagine you were promised an inheritance of $500 million in 10 years. You would think 
about this a great deal. You would think a lot differently about many things. The future 
changes the present.  

What is the inheritance we have been promised? Is it worth any less?  

Why don’t we think about this more? 

We often need then the encouragement and direction of God’s Word. 

I am sure you have heard the old expression of some people who are so heavenly minded 
that they are of no earthly good. Well, if you have a true focus on eternity and the reign 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, then you will be of much earthly good. 

Live with your focus on Christ and the glory to come. 

Prayer 

Hymn: 269 

 

Benediction – Eph. 3:20-21 

                                                
5 N. T. Wright, Colossians and Philemon: An Introduction and Commentary (TNTC 12; 
IVP/Accordance electronic ed. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1986), 137. 
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Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by 

Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 


