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Psalms 89:11 (NKJV) “The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; the world and all its fullness, You have founded them.” 
 
 
Romans 8:28 (NASB) “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His purpose.” 
 
 
I.       The Place (vv. 1-2) 
 
 
 
 
II.      The Predicament (vv. 3-5) 
 

John 19:26 (NKJV) “When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His 
mother, "’Woman, behold your son!’” 
 
John 2:4a (NIV) “Dear woman, why do you involve me?” 
 
John 7:6 (NKJV) “Then Jesus said to them, ‘My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready.’” 
 
Luke 6:46 (NKJV)  “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do the things which I say?” 
 
“Oh Lord, command what you will, but give what you command.”                                                                         ―Augustine                     
 
 
 

III.     The Provision (vv. 6-10) 
 

“Judaism still existed as a religious system, but it ministered no comfort to the heart. It degenerated into cold, mechanical 
routine, utterly destitute of joy in God.” 
                                                                                                                                                                             ―Arthur Pink 
 
Psalms 104:14-15a (NKJV) “14 He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and vegetation for the service of man, that he 
may bring forth food from the earth, 15 and wine that makes glad the heart of man…”   

 
 
 
IV.      The Purpose (v. 11) 
 

John 20:30-31 (NKJV) “30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may 
have life in His name.” 
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   We are told in verse 11 that this is the beginning of Jesus’ miracles that John calls “signs”. To introduce 

this message, let’s think a moment about miracles. There are two extremes when it comes to miracles. On 

the one extreme there are those who disbelieve all miracles. These people have a bias against the 

supernatural and aren’t even open to consider that miracles can happen. An example would be what some 

have said about the passage that we have just read. They tell us that the so called “miracle” is that the 

stone water pots were where the dregs of the previously used wine were placed for later disposal and 

when the servants added the water, it took on the appearance of wine. That of course doesn’t explain how 

the wine that Jesus was responsible for was so superior to the other wine that the master of the feast was 

astounded. It is quite humorous to read what these anti-miracle people come up with to explain away the 

clear miracles in the Bible and especially in the Gospels. On the other extreme are those who constantly 

claim miracles that aren’t there! These miracle fabricators certainly accept the miracles of the Bible and 

then make statements like, “He is still in the miracle business; have you claimed your miracle today?”. 

They claim more miracles than Jesus and the apostles combined. For evidence, consult the television 

network known as TBN (Trinity Broadcasting Network). These miracle fabricators do more harm to 

Kingdom causes than all the miracle rejecters all put together.  

   Let’s examine what constitutes a miracle. I fear that we throw that word “miracle” around so much that 

it has lost its meaning. We are running late for an appointment and just as we get to the main entrance to 

where our appointment is, a car pulls out and we drive into the “miracle parking place” and 

“miraculously” make our appointment. That is not a miracle. That is the gracious providence of God. A 

miracle is when God suspends what is called “the laws of nature”. In reality there are no laws of nature; 

they are the laws of God that His creation must obey. Since God is the creator of all and the one who 

established these laws, He can suspend, delay, or in any other way change the laws to accomplish His 

sovereign purposes. Psalms 89:11 (NKJV) “The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world 

and all its fullness, You have founded them.” The virgin conception of Jesus Christ is a miracle; the 

resurrection of Christ is a miracle; the healing of blind Bartimaeus is a miracle; Jesus walking on the 

water is a miracle. I think you get the idea. While I believe that miracles can occur today, I believe they 

are rare. The reason I say that is that so many miracles in Scripture took place to authenticate the authority 

of Jesus and the apostles before the cannon of the New Testament was established. Today, our authority is 

vindicated by our conformity to the Scriptures. The Scriptures are our source of authority and the standard 

by which we justify what we say and do. The miracle fabricators make claims that they cannot validate. 

These people really make me mad (maybe I should say righteously indignant). Their influence has 

infected third world countries where people live in poverty. Most of their “miracles” have to do with 

money and material stuff. Because of the wide-spread ignorance of the Word of God, they are open to the 

lies of miracle fabricators and their promise of material blessings and wealth to those “who will only 

believe”. In West Africa a few weeks ago I witnessed the cancerous spread of this heresy among the 

poorest of the poor. I have seen the tentacles of this cancerous teaching in East Africa and all over the 

United States. Jesus is little more to them than a way to get wealth. At some point disillusionment sets in 

because the wealth doesn’t come and the sad part is that they have missed the real joy in becoming a slave 

of Christ because they have falsely seen Him as their slave to do what they demand.  

   Let me tell you something about our God that is just as amazing as the miracles. I am speaking of His 

providential working in the circumstances of life to fulfill His promises, meet our genuine needs and 

above all glorify Himself through us. That is why I believe that the verse that magnifies the power and 

wisdom of God more than any other is Romans 8:28 (NASB) “And we know that God causes all things 

to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” Our 



God is so amazing that He can take every circumstance, every decision by others, every disappointment, 

every happy time, every sickness, every recovery from sickness, every death of a loved one He chose not 

to heal here on earth, and cause it all to work together to fulfill His plan and glorify His name. What an 

adventure life becomes when we understand the providential working of God in circumstances and people 

to fulfill His purposes. In the end whether He works through genuine miracles or through His providential 

“behind the scenes” providence, all that matters is that He is glorified through our trust and worship and 

submission to him in whatever circumstances He chooses for us to be in.  

   With that introduction, I want us to look at the first of eight miracles or more accurately “signs” that 

John tells us about that demonstrate the Deity of Jesus Christ. By the way, Jesus’ miracles were all totally 

verifiable. Even His enemies could not dispute them.  

 

I.       The Place (V1-2) 

   This first miracle takes place at a wedding. A first century Jewish wedding was nothing like our 

weddings today. The Jewish wedding celebration was considered the grandest event in life, especially 

among the poor. They didn’t have ballgames, Dolly Wood, or county fairs, and the wedding celebration 

was the biggest thing going. Prior to the wedding came a period called the betrothal. The betrothal was 

similar to our engagement, but different in some key points. It could last several months, and during the 

betrothal period the couple was considered husband and wife. However, they could not live together or 

consummate the marriage. To end a betrothal required a divorce. It was in this betrothal period of Mary 

and Joseph that Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit and until God intervened with a dream, Joseph was 

planning to quietly divorce Mary. On the night of the ceremony (usually on a Wednesday), the groom and 

his friends would go to the bride’s house and escort the bride and her attendants to the groom’s house 

where the ceremony would be held. The whole celebration usually ended with the actual wedding.  

   It is interesting that Jesus attended this wedding celebration. That messes up some folk’s concept of 

Jesus. Unlike John the Baptist, Jesus was not a recluse. He went to the celebration and there is certainly 

nothing to indicate that He didn’t enjoy it. By attending the wedding and doing His first miracle there 

Jesus put a seal of approval on marriage and the ceremony. The ceremony (even if it is small) is important 

because it is a couple making a public vow before God and man to be faithful to each other until death do 

they part. I also would point out that Jesus was invited to this wedding. One Bible scholar I was reading 

made a simple but profound statement about Jesus being there. He said, “Wise is the couple who invites 

Jesus to their wedding”. Amen! 

 

II.      The Predicament (V3-5) 

   The wedding celebration could last as long as a week. Unlike weddings today, the groom’s family was 

responsible for the expense of the wedding celebration. To run out of wine in a wedding feast was a major 

social blunder. It would bring disgrace to the groom and especially his father. It was considered so serious 

that there are records of the bride’s family suing the groom’s family for not making sufficient preparation 

and not having enough wine for the celebration. My point is that this was a genuine need. Jesus’ miracles 

met a genuine need whether it was healing a sick person, raising a dead person, or casting out a demon 

from a possessed person. The miracles were never to just put on a show.  

   Mary, the mother of Jesus was at this celebration also. The indications are that she was not just a guest, 

but was in some way helping – perhaps to serve the guests. Aware of this problem, she came to Jesus and 

said, “They have no wine”. It would be only speculation to try to say what her expectation was in telling 

Jesus. She of all people was aware of His miraculous birth and His perfection. She may have been 

prompting Him to announce Himself to be the Messiah she knew Him to be. We can’t be sure of her 

motive in coming to Jesus.  

   Jesus’ answer to Mary sounds harsh and disrespectful in the English translation, but it is not. “Woman” 

was a polite, though not intimate form of address. It was the same word for her that He used on the cross 

in John 19:26 (NKJV) “When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing 

by, He said to His mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’" Perhaps the NIV gets closest to the meaning in 



our text when it translates it “Dear woman”. I think that this was Jesus reminding her that their 

relationship was different now that He had begun His public ministry and was heading for the cross. 

Perhaps Jesus used this word instead of “Mother” because Mary was now to relate to Him no longer as 

her physical Son, but Her Messiah and Lord. Perhaps a better translation of verse four is the NIV – John 

2:4a (NIV) "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus is saying that He operates on the Father’s 

timetable. That is the meaning of that phrase “My hour has not yet come”. That phrase “My hour” or “My 

time” is common in John. John 7:6 (NKJV) “Then Jesus said to them, ‘My time has not yet come, but 

your time is always ready.’” We also see in that phrase in John 8:20, 12:23, 13:1, 17:1. Jesus was so in 

tune to and yielded to the Father’s will that everything was done according to the Father’s schedule. 

   From Mary’s response, it seems that she understood Jesus to be saying that He would act in God’s time. 

Mary’s directive to the servants at the wedding feast in verse 5 is the greatest counsel ever given to 

anyone. Here is the key to joy; here is the key to being a vessel that God can use; here is the key to an 

ever deepening intimacy with Christ – “Whatever He says to you, do it”. Obedience, unquestioning 

obedience, immediate obedience is the foundational requirement to pleasing Christ. Any degree of 

disobedience must not tolerated. Jesus said in Luke 6:46 (NKJV) "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' 

and do not do the things which I say?” The greatest news concerning the Christian life is that He who 

demands absolute obedience gives us His Spirit and His grace to enable us to obey all He tells us to do. 

Augustine’s famous prayer was, “Oh Lord, command what you will, but give what you command”. This 

miracle took place because these servants did what Jesus said. Is there any area of disobedience in your 

life? If you claim Him as your Lord, hear His words to you this morning, "But why do you call Me 'Lord, 

Lord,' and do not do the things which I say?”  

   We’ve seen the place and the predicament. 

 

III.     The Provision (V6-10) 

   Compared to feeding thousands with a boy’s lunch and raising Lazarus from the dead, this was not a 

spectacular miracle. Only Mary, the disciples and the servants knew about it. The stone water pots were 

very large and held 20-30 gallons apiece. They were used for Jewish purification rituals. These rituals 

were not for the purpose of washing their hands before they ate to get the physical dirt off; it was not for 

sanitation but for religious ceremony. In Jesus’ days on earth, Judaism had degenerated into empty rituals. 

There was no joy. The religious leaders – especially the Pharisees – had added so many oral traditions to 

the written commandments that the common people had this huge burden they were constantly carrying 

around of keeping all the rules. There was no relationship with God, no enjoying God – only empty rituals 

and rules. Arthur Pink summarizes how far Judaism had degenerated: “Judaism still existed as a religious 

system, but it ministered no comfort to the heart. It degenerated into cold, mechanical routine, utterly 

destitute of joy in God” [Quoted in James M. Boice, “The Gospel of John, Volume I”, Page 167]. What is 

true of Judaism is true of any religion that does not have the true Christ at its center. I have watched those 

caught in the grasp of the false religion called Islam, and there is no joy – only dead rituals. In many parts 

of the world, they recite memorized prayers in a language they don’t even understand. They are just 

quoting meaningless sounds that make up words in a foreign language. Many of you have seen the 

Buddhists as they go through their prayers that are just empty rituals. They burn incense, meditate and 

pray, but it is just empty ritual. The Hindus go through their rituals hoping that somehow they may be 

reincarnated into a better life than this one. Oh the deadness of religion apart from Christ. What an 

absence of the true joy that is found only in Him. That is why the first plank of the Kingdom Challenge is 

to take the gospel to those who have little or no access to it. That is why the fourth plank if the Kingdom 

Challenge is to pray daily for the world’s unreached people groups. Just listen to a few [taken from the 

prayer cards available every week on line or in the main hallway]: The Burmese of Myanmar (Burma), 

28,140,000 in Buddhism with less than 2% Christian; the Lao Isan of Thailand, Buddhist, no Bible in 

their language, less than 2% Christians; the Swahili Arabs of East Africa, 1,408,000, Muslims, least 

reached category; the Minangkabau of Indonesia, 6,200,000, less than 2& Christians; the Turks of 

Turkey, 52,739,000, Muslims, less than 2% Christians; the Sanaani of Yemen, 11,131,000 Muslims, no 



Bible in their language, less than 2% believers; the Mexicans of Mexico, 88,351,000 mixed Roman 

Catholic and spiritism, unreached, the Mahratta of India, 26,325,000 Hindus, less than 2% Christian. I 

could go on and on!  But it is not just Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism; Christianity has in so 

many lives degenerated into meaningless rituals. Jesus is not even there. Any religion without Christ is a 

dead, cold, lifeless thing. Some of the most joyous people who ever lived were the 17
th

 Century English 

Puritans. In the Westminster Catechism, they asked the question, “What is the chief end of man?” Many 

know the first part of the answer, but skip over the vitally important second part. These Godly people said 

that the chief end of man is “To glorify God and enjoy Him forever”. That is not a two-fold end. The two 

of these go together. We glorify God by enjoying Him. If we are enjoying God, that is, finding our joy in 

Him, we are glorifying Him and if we are truly glorifying God, we are enjoying Him. These water pots 

symbolize empty religion without Christ and without joy.  

   Each water pot was filled to the brim with water. That detail is added to make sure that no one might 

think that something had been added to the water. What happens next defies explanation. The water was 

turned into wine. This is a true miracle in that the Lord worked apart from the laws controlling nature. 

Wine only comes when grapes are harvested and have the juice squeezed from them into a container. 

These natural laws were suspended and from water instantly came wine. It wasn’t just enough wine; it 

was between 120 and 180 gallons of wine. The leftover wine doubtlessly made a generous wedding 

present to the bride and groom.  

   I am not much on symbolism, but it is so obvious here that we see that the water pots represented empty 

religious ritualism that was devoid of joy. Wine in the Scripture is a symbol of joy. Psalms 104:14-15a 

(NKJV) “
14 

He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and vegetation for the service of man, that he may 

bring forth food from the earth, 
15 

and wine that makes glad the heart of man…” When Jesus worked, the 

emptiness was replaced with joy – fullness of joy. It sounds trite, but it is true – only Jesus Christ filling a 

life can produce genuine joy. His joy is not subject to our circumstances, our finances, our physical 

health, or decisions that others make. Happiness is subject to all of those, but not joy. You can have joy in 

times of sorrow, in times of trial, in times of pain, and in times of temporal uncertainty. Since Jesus Christ 

is the source of joy, none of those things like trials, sorrow, or pain can rob us of joy. The joy departs only 

when He ceases to fill us and control us. Just as the wine He created was vastly superior to any other 

wine, Jesus’ joy is superior to any substitute the world puts forth.  

   Exactly what is this joy that the Spirit of Christ in us produces when He fills our life to the brim? 

Biblical joy is looking at life with a God generated optimism. It is knowing that He is absolutely in 

control and He is causing all things to work for our good and His glory. Joy is seeing every circumstance, 

trial, sorrow, pleasant experience, painful experience, and disappointment from an eternal perspective. Joy 

is knowing that nothing happens to us apart from God’s causing or allowing. When we see all of this, 

there is a rest and fearlessness and bright expectancy as we look to the future, knowing that we are on the 

winning side. Whereas happiness is from without, joy is from within; happiness is like a thermometer 

registers conditions, but joy is like a thermostat that regulates conditions. Jesus takes the wine of His joy 

and replaces the deadness of ritualistic religion.  

   When the master of the feast tasted this wine, he gave immediate testimony of its superiority. He is 

astounded that they didn’t put the good wine out first. This was the best wine he had ever tasted. It had 

been brought into existence from nothing by this one who was God become man. The world sees a quality 

about true joy that stands out from the dead rituals of man’s religion. 
 


