
“Justifying our Sin” 

1 Samuel 13:10-14 

(Preached at Trinity, February 19, 2017) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. As we enter Chapter 13 we are briefly introduced to the reign of Saul. 

1 Samuel 13:1 NAU - "Saul was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned forty two years over Israel."  

2. Once again the Philistines had become a formable force. In Verses 2-3 we are introduced 

to Jonathan, Saul’s son. He’s most likely less than 20 years old, yet he is already fearless 

in battle.  

 Young as he was, Jonathan smote a garrison of Philistines that stirred up a hornet’s nest. 

1 Samuel 13:5 NAU - "Now the Philistines assembled to fight with Israel, 30,000 
chariots and 6,000 horsemen, and people like the sand which is on the seashore 
in abundance; and they came up and camped in Michmash, east of Beth-aven."  

3. The people of Israel were terrified at the appearance of this powerful army and they fled 

for safety - " then the people hid themselves in caves, in thickets, in cliffs, in 
cellars, and in pits."  

4. The people were scattering from Saul and Saul had reached a point of crisis.  

Apparently, Samuel had instructed Saul to wait for him seven days at Gilgal. Samuel was 

God’s prophet and carried authority. But day seven had arrived and no sign of Samuel, so 

what was Saul to do? The people were scattering in fear. 

1 Samuel 13:8 NAU - "Now he waited seven days, according to the appointed 
time set by Samuel, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were 
scattering from him."  

5. So Saul did what he felt he had to do. He acted quickly and decisively.  

1 Samuel 13:9 NAU - "So Saul said, "Bring to me the burnt offering and the 
peace offerings." And he offered the burnt offering."  

6. No sooner than Saul offered the burnt offering Samuel arrived to meet him. Looking at 

the situation Samuel exclaimed, “What have you done?”  
A. Sometimes God will try us. He never tempts us to sin but He will often try or test 

our faith.  

B. It is noteworthy that Samuel arrived at the last moment. Saul’s duty was to wait, 

and yet he was fearful and impatient.  

7. Saul immediately offered up a plausible explanation. 

Verses 11-12 - "Because I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that 
you did not come within the appointed days, and that the Philistines were 
assembling at Michmash,  12 therefore I said, 'Now the Philistines will come down 
against me at Gilgal, and I have not asked the favor of the LORD.' So I forced 
myself and offered the burnt offering."  
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A. One might come to Saul’s defense. After all, the seven days had come and gone, 

almost. The text seems to imply, however, that Samuel came at the end of the 

seven days, right on time.  

B. The Philistine army was upon them. It was an emergency. 

C. And Saul’s troops were scattering. He felt he needed to act quickly. One might 

describe this as effective leadership. Sometimes leaders have to make difficult 

decisions. Saul says, “I forced myself” 
8. In reality, Saul’s actions were in direct violation of the “appointed time set by Samuel” 

(Verse 8). No matter how Saul tried to paint it it was an act of sin. He was acting upon 

what he saw, not by faith in God.  

 Saul’s heart was greatly different from his son: 

1 Samuel 14:6 NAU - "Then Jonathan said to the young man who was carrying 
his armor, "Come and let us cross over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; 
perhaps the LORD will work for us, for the LORD is not restrained to save by 
many or by few."  

9. William Blaikie – “O Saul, distrust of God has been at the bottom of your mind! The 

faith that heroes of former days has not control of you. You have walked by sight, not by 

faith. Had you been faithful now, and honoured God, and waited till His servant sent you 

off with his benedictions, prosperity would have attended you, and your family would 

have been permanently settled in the throne. But now your kingdom shall not continue.” 1 

10. Scripture displays a long history of people trying to justify their sins and deflect blame.  

 Adam -  Genesis 3:12 NAU - "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 

she gave me from the tree, and I ate."  

 Aaron: Exodus. 32:22-24 NAU - "Do not let the anger of my lord burn; you 
know the people yourself, that they are prone to evil.  23 "For they said to 
me, 'Make a god for us who will go before us; for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 
him.'  24 "I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them tear it off.' So 
they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf."  

 Multitudes on the Day of Judgment:  
Matthew 7:22-23 NAS - "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in 
Your name perform many miracles?'  23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I 
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness."  

11. This is one of our greatest dangers, the danger of dismissing our sin and making excuses 

for our actions. We are always in danger of justifying our actions, of excusing our 

behavior, of calling evil good. 

 Isaiah sounds the warning: 

Isaiah 5:20-21 NAU - "Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who 
substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for 
sweet and sweet for bitter!  21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes And 
clever in their own sight!"  

  

 

 

                                                 
1 Blaikie, William Garden. (2005). Expository Lectures on the Book of 1 Samuel (p. 215). 

Birmingham: Solid Ground Christian Books. 
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12. There are endless ways this is displayed – ways people justify themselves. 

 If everyone else accepts it as acceptable then it must be OK. This is how the 
Sabbath is profaned. This is how marriage is defiled. This is how drunkenness is 

approved.  

 Most feel justified in their anger—that they deserve to be angry.  

 People lie and feel justified. “If I hadn’t lied I would have lost my job.” 

 People cheat on their spouses and blame the spouse. “If he or she was more 
attentive to my needs . . .” 

13. Why do people feel justified in their sin? 

 

I. Pride is the chief reason people feel justified in their sin 

 A. We are most concerned about what WE want 

  1. Saul makes a pretense of wanting to do the right thing. 

1 Samuel 13:12 NAU - "Now the Philistines will come down against 
me at Gilgal, and I have not asked the favor of the LORD.' So I 
forced myself and offered the burnt offering."  

   In truth, Saul did what he wanted to do. 

2. This is the common action of the human heart. We do what we want to do. 

We often place our own selfish interests above others 

Philippians 2:3-4 NAU - "Do nothing from selfishness or empty 
conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 
important than yourselves;  4 do not merely look out for your own 
personal interests, but also for the interests of others."  

  3. Much more serious, we place our own selfish interests above God 

   2 Timothy 3:4 NAU - "lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God"  
B. We feel God should make exceptions for us 

  1. Our situation is unique. God needs to take our situation into consideration 

  2. Our happiness is the highest priority 

   “God wouldn’t want me to do something that doesn’t make me happy” 

   The truth is we should find great joy in obeying God. 

 C. Often we blame others to excuse us for our sin 

  1. This was Adam’s heart 

Genesis 3:12 NAU - "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 
she gave me from the tree, and I ate." 

  2. Did Saul blame Samuel, at least in his heart. 

Matthew Henry: “Perhaps he began to reproach Samuel as false to his 

word, careless of his country, and disrespectful of his prince, and thought 

it more fit that Samuel should wait for him than he for Samuel.” 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 Henry, Matthew. Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible  (p. 347). McLean: 

MacDonald Publishing Company. 
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II. Many justify their sin by their self-righteousness 

 A. Most people set their own way of righteousness 

1. They consider themselves good because they follow the standards they 

have established 

2. They may be religious, attend church, follow a prescribed pattern of 

obedience. They take pride in their abstention from alcohol. They don’t 

associate with bad people. They make their own rules. 

3. But such people often justify their sin because they consider themselves a 

good person.  

“Sure, I’ve told lies, I’ve cheated on occasion, I lust from time to time – 

but I’m not a bad person.” 

 B. Many of these will be shocked on the Day of Judgment 

1. They have great confidence in their religious behavior. In reality they 

permit great lawlessness 

2. Saul believed his religious actions would justify his disobedience. 

 He felt justified in offering the burnt offering. Samuel declared, “You 
have acted foolishly.” 
In Chapter 15 Saul again uses his religious intentions to justify his sin. 

God commanded that all be destroyed but Saul thought it would be better 

to preserve some of the sheep and oxen to sacrifice to God.  

   Samuel rebuked him:  

1 Samuel 15:22-23 NAU - "Has the LORD as much delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of 
rams.  23 "For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And 
insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have 
rejected the word of the LORD, He has also rejected you from 
being king."  

3. Jesus condemned the Pharisees for cloaking their sinful actions behind 

their religious traditions, thus justifying their sin. 

Matthew 15:3-9 NAS - "And He answered and said to them, "And 
why do you yourselves transgress the commandment of God for 
the sake of your tradition?  4 "For God said, 'Honor your father and 
mother,' and, 'He who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put 
to death.'  5 "But you say, 'Whoever shall say to his father or 
mother, "Anything of mine you might have been helped by has 
been given to God,"  6 he is not to honor his father or his mother.' 
And thus you invalidated the word of God for the sake of your 
tradition.  7 "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, 
saying,  8 'This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is 
far away from Me.  9 'But in vain do they worship Me, Teaching as 
doctrines the precepts of men."  
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III. People feel justified their sin by denying moral absolutes 

 A. Many feel they are justified as long as they have good intentions 

  1. Saul surely felt it was the right thing to do 

a. The Philistines were poised for attack and his army was deserting 

him 

   b. Saul was concerned for the safety of the people of his kingdom 

c. In his mind his good intentions made his behavior good. Saul 

determined by his actions that there are some circumstances in 

which God’s Word may be set aside.  

2. Most hold that while the Law of God is good are there some situations 

where disobeying the Law is better? Shall we not weigh the greater good? 

Doesn’t the end justify the means? 

3. Should there not be times when one might lie or steal if the circumstance 

or situation merits. The best example of situational ethics is the German 

holocaust. You are hiding Jews in your home and the Germans come to 

your door asking if you have Jews hiding in your home. Do you lie? 

B. The problem with relativism is who decides right from wrong?  

1. Morality becomes a matter of subjectivity.  

 a. Do you lie to save your job; to get a promotion? 

 b. You have been laid off. Do you steal to feed your family? 

c. Someone knows something about you that will threaten arrest and 

certain jail. Do you kill him? 

2. The point is who decides? It places the Law of God subject to the 

subjective decisions of man. It places man sovereign over his behavior. 

 One of the recent presidential candidates said, “Never stop believing that 

fighting for what is right is worth it.” 3 But “right” for many is what we 

declare it to be rather than the unchanging principles of the Law of God.  

3. Even Christians can be guilty of this.  They break the Law of God and 

justify themselves in doing it.  

4. Solomon declared that circumstances do not justify sinful behavior and so 

he prayed that God would protect him from the situation. 

Proverbs 30:8-9 NAU - "Keep deception and lies far from me, Give 
me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my 
portion,  9 That I not be full and deny You and say, "Who is the 
LORD?" Or that I not be in want and steal, And profane the name of 
my God."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 Hillary Clinton Concession Speech – 11-9-2016.  
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IV. Sin can never be justified 

 A. Saul’s problem was his lack of obedience 

1. He was to wait for the arrival of Samuel. Samuel would give Saul a word 

from God. He was God’s prophet. Saul was to wait for this Word.  

2. Instead, Saul decided to proceed without God’s Word. He determined his 

wisdom and his will was more important than hearing a word from God.  

3. In rejecting God’s Word God left Saul to the foolishness of his heart. We 

must not miss what happened. Samuel departed from him.  

1 Samuel 13:15 NAU - "Then Samuel arose and went up from 
Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin."  

 Saul was left without a word from God. 

4. This will become even clearer in Chapter 15 

1 Samuel 15:34-35 NAU - "Then Samuel went to Ramah, but Saul 
went up to his house at Gibeah of Saul.  35 Samuel did not see Saul 
again until the day of his death"  

B. God demands from us absolute obedience.  

1. The standard of obedience, the standard by which we will all be judged is 

God's holy Law. 

2. There is never a situation or circumstance that justifies our breaking of 

God's law. It is never right to do wrong. 

A.W. Pink – “No circumstances can ever obliterate the fundamental 

distinction between good and evil.  Let the reader settle in his mind and 

conscience that it is never right to do wrong and since it be sinful to lie, no 

circumstances can ever warrant the telling of one.” 

3. We must fear God more than our circumstance.  God has ordained our 

circumstance and demands that we follow Him in obedience through it. 

We must trust God's almighty sovereign power. 

  4. The best course of action is always obedience.   

 

Conclusion: 
1. Saul paid dearly for his foolish decision.  

1 Samuel 13:13-14 NAU - "Samuel said to Saul, "You have acted foolishly; you 
have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded 
you, for now the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.  
14 "But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for Himself 
a man after His own heart, and the LORD has appointed him as ruler over His 
people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you."  

2. So little regard do we give to God that we find it easy to disregard His Word for our own 

benefit. We fail to see that it is never to our benefit. Saul discovered this too late. 

3. God’s Word must be kept above all else. We must guard ourselves carefully against 

seeking to justify our sins according to our wisdom or circumstances. 

Mark 8:36-38 NAU - "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and 
forfeit his soul?  37 "For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  38 "For 
whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the 
glory of His Father with the holy angels."  

 

 


