
 

 

February 16, 2014 
“Ka-ching vs. Christ” Luke 12:13-21 

 
We live in a greedy little world, that teaches every little boy and girl; 
to earn as much as they can possibly, then turn around and spend it 

foolishly.   We've created us a credit card mess!  We spend the money 
we do not possess!  Our religion is to go and blow it all, so it's 

shopping every Sunday at the mall … All we ever want is more, a lot 
more than we had before, so take me to the nearest store … 

 
There are constant CASH REGISTER sounds in this song, and a great 
emphasis on the word Ka-ching!   
 

I. Consider what rings and sings in, and dominates 
your head and heart???  – 

13
 Then one from the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell my brother to 

divide the inheritance with me."   
14

 But He said to him, "Man, who 
made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?"   

15
 And He said to them, 

"Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of the things he possesses." 
 (Luke 12:13-15 NKJ) 
 

1. What is wrong with this man’s question?  Answer: It shows his 
heart! 

How? 
What had Jesus been preaching on?  How was He as a preacher? 
 
You get an indication about Jesus’ preaching from verse :1  
 
In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered 
together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say … (Luke 12:1 
NKJ) 
 
44

 Now some of them wanted to take Him, but no one laid hands on 
Him.   

45
 Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who 

said to them, "Why have you not brought Him?"   
46

 The officers 
answered, "No man ever spoke like this Man!"   (John 7:44-46 NKJ) 
 

It is clear from the context of chapter 12, that up until this point Jesus was 
not talking about money, He was definitely NOT setting Himself up as a 
judge or an arbitrator   … 
 
Jesus had spoken about hypocrisy: 1; about fear of persecution and death :4-
5; about God’s providential care :6-7; about acknowledging or denying 
Christ :8-9; about blasphemy against the Holy Spirit :10; about the Holy 
Spirit giving them words when they might be confronted :11-12 … 
 
Yet, this man heard NONE of it! 
 
He had one concern; his brother was hogging the inheritance!  This one 
great concern kept him from hearing anything Jesus Christ PREACHED! 
 
14

 "Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, 
go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no 
fruit to maturity. (Luke 8:14 NKJ) 
 

II. Consider what (according to Christ) to be on guard 
against, what deserves and does not deserve fear … 

 
1. Review –  

"And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and 
after that have no more that they can do.

 5 
"But I will show you whom you 

should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into Hell; 
yes, I say to you, fear Him! (Luke 12:4-5 NKJ) 
 

Do near fear men or persecution, as men can only kill the body … rather fear 
God!  Why?  Because He can judge a person and has power to cast into Hell! 
 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have 
all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever. (Psalm 
111:10 NKJ) 
 

So what or who is really more dangerous to Christianity in America? 
 
Radical Muslims or Mallites?  Muslims or the Mall, commercials, material 
things … By age 20 the average American TV viewer has watched 1 million 
commercials!  How can we witness to such a nation? 
 



 

 

Notice in verses :4-5 Jesus tells us “do not be afraid” of persecutors, 
but in verse :15 He teaches – 
 

And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of 
covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of 

the things he possesses." (Luke 12:15 NKJ) 
 

2. Why does Jesus say we should be on guard against 
covetousness?  

for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the 
things he possesses. Luke 12:15 
 
"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I 
have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. (John 10:10 NKJ) 
 

This is the entire point of Jesus’ parable in :16- 20 
16 

 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain 
rich man yielded plentifully.

 17 
"And he thought within himself, 

saying,`What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?'
 18 

"So 
he said,`I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and 
there I will store all my crops and my goods.

 19 
`And I will say to my 

soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your 
ease; eat, drink, and be merry."'

 20 
"But God said to him,`Fool! This 

night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be 
which you have provided?' (Luke 12:13-20 NKJ) 
 

Note about this man: 
(1) He was blessed – his ground yielded plentifully 
(2) He not desiring anything anyone else wanted, he does not 

seem covetous or necessarily greedy 
(3) His problem was his abundant crop took and filled his whole 

heart and mind, he FORGOT God – 
 
11

 "Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping 
His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command 
you today,  

12
 "lest-- when you have eaten and are full, and have built 

beautiful houses and dwell in them;  
13

 "and when your herds and your 
flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all 
that you have is multiplied;  

14
 "when your heart is lifted up, and you 

forget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage;  (Deuteronomy 8:11-14 NKJ) 
 

Jesus applies this parable to all of us – 
"So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." (Luke 
12:21 NKJ) 
 

3. Consider how Jesus evaluated and judged a person’s salvation – 
 
21

 "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
22

 "The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole 
body will be full of light.  

23
 "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full 

of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that 
darkness! 
 
24

 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon. (Matthew 6:21-24 NKJ) 
 

This is not a matter of being rich or poor, though it is difficult to be rich and 
still right hearted toward God, but rather it is a matter of what crowds, 
concerns and controls our HEARTS! 
 
We cannot serve God and mammon (material things) … these can destroy 
our soul by steal are hearts, eyes and minds, even our whole body – 
 
23

 "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore 
the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 

 
According to Randy Alcorn there is 16 ½ square feet of Mall space for every 
man woman and child in America … Yet, we do not even need the Mall, now 
we have Amazon! 
 

III. Even with believers, concern about things, even our 
needs can steal our comfort – 

  Then He said to His disciples, "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on.

 23 
"Life is 

more than food, and the body is more than clothing.
 24 

"Consider the ravens, 
for they neither sow nor reap, which have neither storehouse nor barn; and 
God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds? (Luke 
12:22-24 NKJ) 
 

This is likely my topic for next week “Ka-ching vs. Comfort” … meaning our 
comfort and trust in Christ! 
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