
What did Jesus think of Death?

John 11:11-15 These things said he: and after that he saith 

unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I 

may awake him out of sleep. 12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if 

he sleep, he shall do well. 13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his 

death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest 

in sleep. 14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is 

dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to 

the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go 

unto him. 

• Tell the story of Rosa

• Tell about a traditional funeral in Peru

1. Jesus compared Lazarus death to sleeping 11 These things 

said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend 

Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of 

sleep.

a. Sleeping is a frequent Bible term for death but is only 

used for the saved or those that are in Christ Jesus
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I Corinthians 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, 

and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 51 Behold, 

I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 

shall all be changed, I Thessalonians 4:14 For if we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 

which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  5:10 Who 

died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should 

live together with him. 

b. There are lots of comparisons in the Bible for death and 

they are all positive for the believer

i. It is but the shadow of death for us and we need not 

fear Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 

with me; Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

1. Death really never touches us

2. Our bodies die but in an instant we are in the 

presence of the Lord Jesus

3. Death is but a passage way to real life

ii. God has given us victory over sin through Jesus 

I Corinthians 15:56-57 O death, where is thy sting? O 

grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is 

sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be 
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to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

1. Nothing causes so much fear on earth as death

2. We do not want to talk about it

3. We come up with ways of saying it softer and more 

politically correct, he is not with us, she is deceased, 

he is in heaven

c. For us death like sleep is restful Ecclesiastes 5:12 The 

sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little 

or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him 

to sleep.  The same is true of our spiritual labor 

Revelation 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying 

unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the 

Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 

rest from their labours; and their works do follow 

them. 

i. Death is sweet to us because we have worked hard and 

are tired

ii. We will rest and enjoy the fruit of our labor

d. Sleep is peaceful for we have nothing to fear, it is only the 

shadow of death and the stinger has been removed
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e. Sleep and death are both temporary just a passage way 

to Heaven for us II Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, I 

say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and 

to be present with the Lord. Sleep is a sweet and 

welcome relief

f. When we lie down to sleep we lie down to rise again 

Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of 

the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 

some to shame and everlasting contempt.  All sleep 

and all awake but to different conditions

g. Death of the saints is precious to the Lord like seeing a 

child sleep to parents Psalm 116:15 Precious in the 

sight of the Lord Is the death of his saints. 

i. All our sorrows and work on earth are forgotten

ii. It is a welcome home coming for us-Jesus standing to 

receive Stephen

iii. Our death is us going to our reward

iv. It is seeing the One that we have loved and served so 

long

2. Jesus was glad that He was not there to keep Lazarus from 

dying 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, 
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to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let 

us go unto him.

a. Death is not to be feared-Jesus was glad that He wasn’t 

there to save him from dying

i. For us it is a home going

ii. For us death is beneficial

iii. The only reason Paul wanted to stay here was that he 

could do something of value for Jesus and His kingdom 

Philippians 1:21-25 For to me to live is Christ, and to 

die is gain. 22 But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit 

of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. 23 

For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 

depart, and to be with Christ; which is far 

better: 24 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is 

more needful for you. 25 And having this confidence, 

I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for 

your furtherance and joy of faith;

iv. Jesus was going to show His great power resurrecting 

Lazarus from the dead

b. Jesus was also glad that Lazarus died because it was 

Jesus who was going there to awake him 11 These things 
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said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend 

Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of 

sleep.

i. Jesus has power over death

ii. Death can not exist in the presence of Jesus 

1. The young man of Nain Luke 7:11-16 And it came to 

pass the day after, that he went into a city called 

Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and 

much people. 12 Now when he came nigh to the gate 

of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried 

out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: 

and much people of the city was with her. 13 And 

when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on 

her, and said unto her, Weep not. 14 And he came 

and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood 

still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, 

Arise. 15 And he that was dead sat up, and began 

to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 16 And 

there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, 

saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; 

and, That God hath visited his people. 

a. He often meets our needs when aren't even asking
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b. He just shows up and we may not even realize it or 

give Him the glory and credit for what He is doing!

2. Jairus’ daughter raised from the dead Luke 8:41-56 

And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and 

he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down at 

Jesus’ feet, and besought him that he would come 

into his house: 42 For he had one only daughter, 

about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. 

But as he went the people thronged him. 49 While he 

yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the 

synagogue’s house, saying to him, Thy daughter is 

dead; trouble not the Master. 50 But when 

Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear 

not: believe only, and she shall be made whole. 51 

And when he came into the house, he suffered no 

man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John, and 

the father and the mother of the maiden. 52 And all 

wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she 

is not dead, but sleepeth. 53 And they laughed 

him to scorn, knowing that she was dead. 54 And 

he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and 
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called, saying, Maid, arise. 55 And her spirit came 

again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded 

to give her meat. 56 And her parents were 

astonished: but he charged them that they should tell 

no man what was done. 

a. How must it have felt to give his petition to the Lord 

and be interrupted

b. It seemed Jesus was ignoring him

c. It seemed that Jesus wasn’t going to help

d. It seemed that Jesus waited until it was too late

c. Jesus knew that Lazarus’ death and resurrection was 

going to strengthen their faith so He was glad He wasn’t 

there 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not 

there, to the intent ye may believe; 
nevertheless let us go unto him.

i. They knew the facts

ii. They knew that Jesus was all powerful

iii. It is one thing to know it and another to experience it

iv. Have you experience the resurrection-the fact that you 

were dead in your sins and He has given you life
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3. Jesus spoke of two deaths Luke 16:19-31 There was a 

certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine 

linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 20 And there was 

a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his 

gate, full of sores, 21 And desiring to be fed with the 

crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the 

dogs came and licked his sores. 22 And it came to pass, 

that the beggar died, and was carried by 

the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the 

rich man also died, and was buried; 23 

And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 

And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 

and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in 

water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in 

this flame. 25 But Abraham said, Son, remember 

that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 

likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and 

thou art tormented. 26 And beside all this, 
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between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that 

they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither 

can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 27 Then 

he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest 

send him to my father’s house: 28 For I have five brethren; 

that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this 

place of torment. 29 Abraham saith unto him, They have 

Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 30 And he 

said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from 

the dead, they will repent. 31 And he said unto him, If they 

hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 

persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake 

of fire. This is the second death. 
a. We will all die physically due to sin but after that death 

there is still another if you are not born again

b. The rich man appeared to be the good man and have the 

blessings. He prospered yet went to torment. The other 

was a beggar, never prospered but really prospered

c. Whether we like it or not Jesus taught that there was a 

hell, a place of torment Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say 
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also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 

cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 

devil and his angels: 
i. It was prepared for the Devil and his angels, not for 

people!

ii. It is a place of everlasting punishment Matthew 25:46 

And these shall go away into everlasting 

punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 

iii. It is a horrible place of excruciating pain Matthew 13:42 

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be 

wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

iv. You should be more afraid of God than men 

Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, 

but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him 

which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

d. Jesus is preparing a place for those that are His and 

believe in Him John 14:2-3 In my Father’s house are 

many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I 

go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
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receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 

be also.

e. Jesus took the second death for you on the cross of 

Calvary so that you can be saved
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