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There are a number of false gospels in our time. The gospel of Mormonism teaches that the good                  

Mormon man will become god of his own planet. The gospel of Jehovah’s Witnesses states that Jesus is a                   
creature, and not the eternal Son of God. The prosperity gospel minimizes the significance of sin and teaches                  
that God wants everyone to be wealthy. The social gospel minimizes personal repentance, and is preoccupied                
with social reform. The Quietist gospel teaches that the Christian faith is about personal forgiveness alone, and                 
not about social reform. The free grace gospel teaches that a person is saved by faith, no matter what he does. 

Christian churches agree on certain doctrines, doctrines that define the Christian faith. They differ on               
other matters. So, particular churches affirm creeds, confessions, and catechisms, so that people will know they                
believe what all Christians believe, and know how their beliefs differ from those of other churches. There are                  
for Protestant Christians confessions like the Augsburg Confession and the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion.              
There are for all Christians creeds like the Nicene Creed and the Apostles’ Creed.  

There have always been false gospels. Saint Paul wrote to the Galatians, “I marvel that ye are so soon                   
removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there                    
be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.” (Galatians 1:6, 7) Saint Paul, in his first                    
epistle to the Corinthians, reminded them of the gospel that he preached to them in the beginning when he                   
founded the church at Corinth. That gospel does not, indeed cannot, change. It is the Gospel that he preached to                    
them, and that they believed, and by which they stood righteous before God. (Romans 5:2) If one believes the                   
Gospel, then he is saved. However, Saint Paul warns, one is saved, not if he believed the Gospel, but if he                     
believes it; not if he once believed it, but if he now believes it. He must not have believed it in the past alone,                        
but he must believe it presently. He must not have believed it and then ceased believing, but he must persevere                    
in believing. If they did not holds fast the Gospel which Saint Paul preached to them, and which they had                    
believed, then their believing would have been in vain. Their faith would be the seed that was sown on rocky                    
places, which had no root because there was no soil. (Matthew 13:20, 21) For a man to be counted righteous                    
before God, he must persevere in believing the gospel. 

What is the Gospel? The English word ‘gospel’ is the translation of the Greek word which mean ‘good                  
news.’ The Gospel is good news of Jesus Christ. In the days of Isaiah the prophet, the people of Israel were                     
rebellious, and the prophet warned them of coming judgment for their sins. He told them that the northern                  
kingdom of Israel would be conquered by Assyria and the people taken into captivity there. The southern                 
kingdom of Judah would be conquered by Babylon, and the people taken into captivity there. The people of the                   
southern kingdom would eventually be allowed to return to Zion, and heralds would proclaim the good news,                 
not only of their deliverance, but also of the establishment of the kingdom of God. Isaiah said, “How beautiful                   
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good                  
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (Isaiah 52:7; compare                
Romans 10:15) When Jesus was born, an angel appeared to shepherds keeping watch over their flocks, and he                  
said to them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto                       
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10, 11) When Jesus                      
began His earthly ministry, He proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God. (Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14;                  

 



2 
 

Luke 4:43) The gospel, then, is the good news that the Christ, the Son of God, has come into the world to                      
establish His kingdom. 

Saint Paul gave to the Corinthians a summary of the gospel. He told them that this was what most                   
important. He wrote, “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for                     
our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the                      
scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:2, 4) Saint Paul here repeats what he had told the Corinthians in the beginning,                  
and it was nothing less than what he himself received from the Lord. Saint Paul was an apostle. He was not one                      
of the twelve. Yet, he was, like the other apostles, chosen by Christ and called to be an apostle. (Luke 6:13;                     
Galatians 1:1) He, like other apostles, saw the risen Christ. (Acts 1:21, 22; 1 Corinthians 9:1) His word, like that                    
of the other apostles, was confirmed by signs and wonders. (1 Thessalonians 2:13; Mark 16:20; Acts 2:43; 2                  
Corinthians 12:12) He did not receive his call and his ministry from men; he received it from Christ Himself.                   
His knowledge of Christ was not mediated. He told the Galatians, “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel                   
which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the                        
revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:11, 12) Before Saint Paul believed in Jesus, when he was persecuting                 
the Church, Jesus revealed Himself to him when on the road to Damascus. (Acts 22:17-21) He further told the                   
Galatians that after Christ commissioned Him, he did not immediately consult with, as he put it, “flesh and                  
blood.” That is to say, he did not seek knowledge from any person. He sought the Lord Himself. When Saint                    
Peter confessed to Jesus, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus said to him, ‘Blessed art thou,                     
Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew                    
16:16, 17) Saint Paul sought revelation directly from God. He did not even go to Jerusalem to consult the other                    
apostles. He went, rather, to Arabia, and then back to Damascus. Only after three years time since his                  
conversion did he go to Jerusalem, and there he stayed with Saint Peter for fifteen days. (Galatians 1:16-18)                  
Saint Paul’s purpose in recounting to the Galatians this history was to assure them that his authority as an                   
apostle came directly from the Lord, and so did the Gospel that he proclaimed to them. So also did Saint Paul                     
assure the Corinthians. He received the Gospel from the Lord, and he proclaimed that Gospel to them. They                  
believed the Gospel, and they stood righteous before God because of it. Yet, if they did not continue to believe                    
it; if they did not persevere in faith, then their believing was in vain. 

When Saint Paul came to believe in Jesus, it was not as though he also came to believe in the authority                     
of the Scriptures. He had always believed in their authority. He had not, however, understood them. He had to                   
come to understand both that the Scriptures refer to Christ, and that Jesus is that Christ. Saint Paul was not the                     
only one who had to learn this. The other apostles also had to learn it. Until Jesus rose from the dead, the                      
apostles did not know that it had to be. It was not until Saint John came to the empty tomb that he believed in                        
the the resurrection of Jesus. He wrote of Peter and himself, “For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he                     
must rise again from the dead.” (John 20:8, 9) Jesus said, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have                     
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” (John 5:39) Jesus, after His death and resurrection,                  
encountered two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They knew that Jesus had been crucified, and some of the                   
women had told them Jesus was alive; yet they were skeptical. So, Said to them, “O fools, and slow of heart to                      
believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his                    
glory?” Then he showed them that the Scriptures did teach these things. (Luke 24:13-27) Not long after, He                  
appeared to the disciples and said to them, “These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with                      
you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the                      
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psalms, concerning me… Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the                     
third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations,                  
beginning at Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:44, 46, 47) When Philip the Evangelist encountered the Ethiopian, the               
Ethiopian asked him about a passage in the book of Isaiah. That passage reads, “He was led as a sheep to the                      
slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his humiliation his judgment                    
was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.” (Isaiah 53:7, 8) The                     
Ethiopian asked Philip if the passage was about Isaiah, the author of the passage, or about someone else. He                   
said, “I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?” So, beginning with                    
that passage of Scripture, Philip proclaimed to him that it was about Jesus. (Acts 8:26-35) Saint Paul, because                  
he was a Pharisee, had always believed in resurrection. However, he had not understood that some passages                 
refer to the resurrection of Christ. Saint Paul not only had to understand that some passages refer to Christ, but                    
also that Jesus is that Christ. So, Saint Paul told the Corinthians that the Scriptures teach that Christ would die                    
and that He would be raised from the dead. 

There are a number a passages in the Old Testament that refer to the death and resurrection of Christ.                   
Abraham’s sacrifice of his son, Isaac, is a type of God’s offering His own Son in death. (Genesis 22) David                    
wrote in the Twenty-second Psalm of the crucifixion of Christ: “For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of                  
the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones: they look and stare                      
upon me. They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.” (Psalm 22:16-18) The prophet                  
Isaiah wrote of the vicarious atonement of Christ. He wrote: 

 
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten                 
of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our                
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All                 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath                   
laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his                    
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he                     
openeth not his mouth. (Isaiah 53:4-7) 
 

The angel Gabriel told the prophet Daniel of the death of Christ: 
 
Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to                
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two               
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore                 
and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself. (Daniel 9:25, 26) 
 

The prophet Zechariah wrote: 
 
And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of                  
grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall                 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is                     
in bitterness for his firstborn. (Zechariah 12:10) 
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David wrote in Psalm 16 of the resurrection of Christ: “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither                    

wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” (Psalm 16:10) Isaiah the prophet wrote, “Yet it pleased the                   
LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his                        
seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” (Isaiah 53:10) The                    
prophet Jonah was a type of Christ, of his death and resurrection. When Jonah was swallowed by the great fish,                    
he died, and God raised him from the dead. After the great fish vomited him out, he proclaimed repentance to                    
the wicked city of Nineveh, and they repented. After Jesus warned the Pharisees against blaspheming the Holy                 
Spirit, they demanded from Him some sign to prove His claim to have been sent from God. He answered them,                    
saying, “An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the                     
sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of                       
man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” (Matthew 12:38-40) 

Saint Paul wrote to the Corinthians that the Scriptures taught the death and resurrection of Christ.                
Moreover, there were witnesses, not only of Christ’s death, but of Him raised from the dead. Saint Paul wrote,                   
“He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of                      
whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James;                    
then of all the apostles.” (1 Corinthians 15:5-7) Many, hundreds, saw Jesus after He rose from the dead, and                   
most of them were alive when Saint Paul penned his letter. They could bear witness to the Corinthians that                   
Christ did indeed rise from the dead. Of course, He appeared to Saint Paul, but He appeared to him last of all,                      
and some time after He had appeared to the others. Saint Paul insisted that he was an apostle, but he equally                     
insisted that he was the least of the apostles because, unlike the others, he had persecuted the Church, and was                    
unworthy of his Christ’s call to be an apostle. Nevertheless, God by his grace made Saint Paul an apostle and,                    
because God was gracious to him, he worked harder than all the others. Yet, Saint Paul credited to the grace of                     
God even his hard work. He wrote that, in the end, he and all the other apostles, whatever their differences,                    
preached the one Gospel, and it was this Gospel that the Corinthians had believed. 

The death and resurrection of Christ are central to the Christian faith. They are central to the Christian                  
faith because the resurrection of Christ proves who He is: the Christ, the Son of God. They are central to the                     
Christian faith because the death and resurrection without them there is no forgiveness, and no new life; no                  
justification, and no sanctification. Without the death and resurrection of Christ there would be no end to death,                  
and there would be no glory. Without the death and resurrection of Christ there would be no kingdom of                   
heaven, because there would be no subjects for the king. 

Let us thank God for the death and resurrection of Christ. Let us believe the Gospel, now and for                    
evermore. 

 
Now unto the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, be glory and 

dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


