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Introduction 

1. The short take on Revelation: there are two kingdoms that exist in the world today: the 

kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. 

a. These kingdoms are at war with each other but God’s kingdom will prevail. 

b. However, in the meantime, we want to know how and when that victory is achieved for us. 

c. The Revelation was written to equip us for what we can expect to face.  

2. “This calls for a mind with wisdom” (v. 9).  

a. To understand history and prophecy we need wisdom and discernment.  

b. God gave us the Scriptures so that we might have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16). 

c. Note what the Angel told John, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the 

woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her” (17:7; see also 

Dan. 8:19). 

3. We arrive at the truth by comparing Scripture with Scripture (2 Pet. 1:20), seeking the Spirit 

for wisdom (James 1:5), and following the leads.    

I. Two Kingdoms (Dan. 2:44) 

1. The kingdom of heaven established under the fourth kingdom, Rome.  

a. John the Baptist came on the scene preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand” (Matt. 3:2).  

b. Satan tried to tempt the Lord into taking his shortcut to the kingdom (Matt. 4:8), whom 

Jesus resisted and so we read, “From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand’” (v. 17)..  

c. In the Sermon on the Mount we learn that the kingdom belongs to (1) the poor in spirit 

(5:3); (2) those persecuted for righteousness’ sake (5:10); (3) those whose righteousness 

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees (5:20); (4) those who do the will of God (7:21). 

Therefore, we are to “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” (6:33).  

2. Identifying kingdom citizens (Matt. 7:21–23) 

a. Those belonging to God’s kingdom have the seal of God in their foreheads (Rev. 7:3; 9:4; 

20:4) and their names recorded in the Lamb’s book of life (Rev. 13:8; 21:27).  

b. Those belonging to Satan’s kingdom have the mark of the beast (Rev. 13:16; 14:9; 19:20) 

and are not listed in the book of life (Rev. 17:8; 20:15).  

3. The kingdom of God exists in its spiritual mode in the New Covenant era.   

a. Therefore, its warfare is spiritual in nature (Eph. 6:12).  

b. However, though the conflict is a spiritual battle, it is carried out in the physical realm 

(Matt. 11:12).   



II. Two Dispensations (Eph. 1:9–11, see also 1 Tim. 1:3–11) 

1. The distinction between the dispensation of the two covenant periods (old and new) relates 

to the nature of their existence.  

a. The Old Covenant related to the flesh, the sign of which was physical circumcision (Gen. 

17:10, 11; Acts 7:8; Eph. 2:11). 

b. It had a national presence, the kingdom of Israel, and a physical emblem of God’s 

presence, the tabernacle /temple.  

2. The focus of their existence 

a. The first involved the anointing of a most holy place, the tabernacle/temple (Num. 7:1), as 

the dwelling place of God (Ex. 29:46). 

b. The second involves Jesus’ becoming the fulfillment of this dwelling place (John 1:14; 

2:18–22; Heb. 1:9) and by His sacrifice (Heb. 9:12), His body (the church) becoming the 

new spiritual temple (1 Cor. 3:16, 17; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:21).  

c. The Old Covenant required physical circumcision as the sign of the covenant (Gen. 17:10, 

11; Gal. 5:2, 6; 6:15, 16; Jer. 4:4). Old Covenant circumcision did not change the heart or 

nature, only the status of one in the community. The New Covenant has spiritual 

circumcision, which is a powerful gracious work of the Spirit, as the sign of the covenant 

(Rom. 2:28, 29; Col. 2:11; Phil. 3:3).  

3. The significance of the kings or kingdoms in each dispensation 

a. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Dan. 2) involved four kingdoms: Babylon, Medo-Persia, 

Greece, and Rome. There were actually six kingdoms, two (Egypt and Assyria) preceding 

Babylon. There are also six kingdoms in the second timeline described as the beast 

kingdoms of Daniel 7:1–8.  

b. The number six is significant in both lines, being the number of man. 

c. The seventh kingdom (seven being God’s number of completion and perfection), coming 

at the end of each line is the kingdom of God (or heaven). The termination of the first 

timeline established the spiritual kingdom (John 18:36). Coming at the end of the second is 

an earthly, physical kingdom (the New Heavens and the New Earth). 

d. The importance of the four kingdoms of Daniel 2 is that they all had a significant 

relationship to Jerusalem. This is paralleled in the second line by the four diverse beasts, 

also having a significant relationship to Jerusalem.  

4. The great tribulation of the first timeline (Matt. 24:15, 21) had its manifestation in the 

destruction of the temple.  We may also accept a similar cycle of degradation and 

abomination (only in a spiritual sense) in the second timeline, and that within the professing 

body of Christ with the goal to destroy the body of Christ (Rev. 7:14). 

III. Jerusalem: Two Cities (Rev. 17:18 cf Rev. 11:8) 

1. The Old Covenant city of Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70 as God was 

bringing in His kingdom of heaven. 

a. Jerusalem represents the nation and its people (Matt. 23:37–39).  



b. It was because of Israel’s rebellion, disobedience, and idol worship that the Lord punished 

them in Babylon. 

c. It was the rejection of Jesus that brought about their demise at the hands of the Romans 

(Matt. 8:11, 12; 21:33–46).  

d. The rejection of Jesus also led into the Jews’ awful persecution of the followers of Jesus, 

making the Jews the great enemy of God.  

2. The OT promises of restoration fall into three categories— 

a. Those referring to the return from the Babylonian captivity (Jer. 16). 

b. Those that will be fulfilled in the church (Gal. 4:24–26, after which Paul cites Isaiah 54:1, 

showing that the restoration passages apply to the New Covenant spiritual Jerusalem, the 

church). *  

c. Those that will be fulfilled in the New Earth (Rev. 21:1–4). 

3. Modern Jerusalem (Zionism) 

a. It does not evidence repentance or a desire to return to the God of Abraham from a 

spiritual and renewed heart but demonstrates infidelity and occult leaning. 

b. Its existence is possible because churches have been taught that the Jews are still God’s 

people and will be the focus of Messiah’s earthly millennial rule.  

c. These same believers ignore the abundant truth that Christ has fulfilled all that God 

intended with Israel. 

4. Is it possible that the lie Paul warned about (2 Thess. 2:1–12) involves the present 

Jerusalem? 

a. Is the apostasy (note v. 4) that is growing in the Christian church a consequence of 

rejecting this truth (vv. 11, 12)? 

b. Is the disappointing compromise and departure from biblical standards in many church 

leaders and Christian celebrities demonstrating the beginnings of a grotesque repetition of 

the Jewish-like tribulation cycle? 

5. Is it possible that modern Zionism is the “little horn” of Daniel 7 (vv. 24–28)? 

Application  

1. The harlot is worldly. How worldly are you? 

2. The harlot is vain. How selfish and empty of true virtue is your life? 

3. The harlot is deceitful. Are you living a lie? 

4. The harlot is doomed. How will you spend eternity?  

“Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:41).    


