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KJV – Romans 3:9-12 

 

“Total Depravity” 

     We owe everything to God; it is because of His grace and mercy that we are what we are today. 
Open your Bibles to Paul’s Epistle to the Romans’ chapter three to deal with a subject tonight called 
total depravity. 

Romans 3:9-12 

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

     There are two mains camps of religious theology within modern day Protestant Christianity in 
America today: Arminianism and Calvinism. Calvinism is a system of biblical interpretation taught 
by John Calvin who lived in France in the 1500's a contemporary of Martin Luther who sparked the 
Reformation movement. 

     I am not here today to try and convince you of Calvinism or Arminianism. I am only going to 
bring out the facts clearly stated in the area of total depravity. I will tell you what each believe and 
leave the Holy Spirit to do the rest. The system of Calvinism adheres to a very high view of the 
Scriptures and seeks to derive its theological formulations based solely upon God’s Word and not 
the traditions of man, religious doctrines or other types of manmade theology. It focuses on God’s 
Sovereignty, stating that God is able and willing by virtue of his omniscience, omnipresence, and 
omnipotence, to do whatever He desires with His creation.  

     He is all powerful, in charge and that God answers to no one. It also maintains that within the 
Bible are the following teachings: That God, by His Sovereign grace predestines people into 
salvation; that God must intervene because man is fallen and in a state of total depravity. God calls, 
and God saves; that God regenerates the individual where he is then able and wants to choose God; 
and that it is impossible for those who are redeemed to lose their salvation. 
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     Arminianism, on the other hand, maintains that God predestined, but not in an absolute sense. 
Rather, He looked into the future to see who would pick him and then He chose them. Each person 
based on their own freewill is the one who decides if he wants to be saved or not. And finally, it is 
possible to lose your salvation (some Arminians believe you cannot lose your salvation). 

    Tonight we will not go into the depths of all of the five points of Calvinism, TULIP. We will only 
deal with the “T”. Because without fully understanding total depravity you cannot understand and 
grasp the rest of these doctrines of Calvinism. Now, understand this by believing in the five points 
of Calvinism you are not following a man, because you must believe the Bible, so it is therefore the 
Scriptures that you are believing in. The doctrines of Calvinism merely agree with the Scriptures, 
outlined in a systematic five point doctrine, so by believing this you are not following after Mr. John 
Calvin you are merely agreeing with him. 

     So what is total depravity is outlined in Calvin’s first point? Total Depravity is the teaching that 
mankind is completely touched by sin in all that he is, a sinner by nature, by birth and choice. Sin 
has affected all parts of man. The heart, emotions, will, mind, and body is all affected by sin. We are 
completely sinful. We are not as sinful as we could be, but man is completely affected by sin in 
everything and every part of what he is.  

     So why teach Total Depravity? 

     Because one can never really fully understand the doctrine of election and predestination until 
they have a knowledge and understanding of the doctrine of total depravity.  

     We may not even be able to understand it all fully, but it is outlined within God’s Word for a 
reason, and by knowing these truths we can be assured of our position with God. Our views and 
beliefs on the doctrine of total depravity will give the regenerated believer in Christ a greater desire 
to serve and live for Christ. 

    The doctrine of total depravity also governs our views and thinking in the following areas 
depending on what and how we believe: 

- The way we discipline our children.  
- The establishment of civil government. 

Is man basically good, or is he inherently evil and sinful and needs checks and balances to keep 
an eye on him. 

- The determination of guilt and the punishment of criminals in our society.  
Is it the sin and his depraved state that made him commit these acts, or was it their home life 
and mommy and daddy made them this way.  

- The treatment of the mentally ill. 
Is it the sin and the depraved fallen state of man that causes this or do they just need a pill or 
two to make them feel better about their self. 
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     The Doctrine of Total Depravity is very important and should be taught and understood. Because 
it is not a new doctrine, God even reinforces this doctrine in the book of Genesis with His covenant 
with Noah after the Flood: 

Genesis 8:21 

21 And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the 
ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will 
I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done. 

     Total Depravity teaches that the fallen man, the unregenerate saved person, the unbeliever will 
not be able of his own freewill to chose God and believe in Christ. So why did John Calvin teach and 
systemize such a doctrine, and why did he believe this way?  

     Simply put the doctrine of Total Depravity is derived from scriptures and what the Bible teaches 
about the condition of the unbeliever. The true Biblical interpretation with no manmade 
philosophies and teachings will reveal the totally depraved human character. 

Jeremiah 17:9 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

      The LORD Jesus said in the book of Mark that man’s heart is evil  

Mark 7:21-23 

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 

23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

     Jesus said in the Gospel of John that this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. Friends the bottom line up 
front is that man is sick, his heart is evil, he loves darkness rather than light, and he is totally 
depraved. And within the power of his own freewill he will chose darkness rather than light 
because of this depraved, fallen state he is in. 

     Parts of our reading tonight was Romans three, but listen; and hear what it really says. 

Romans 3:10-12 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
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11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

      Man is alone, without God in a state of total depravity. There is none righteous, no not one; he 
cannot understand and he does not seek for God. There is not even one that doeth good. 

     In Romans chapter five Paul tells us that when we were yet without strength or as the NASB says 
while we were still helpless; Christ died for the ungodly.     

Romans 6:17 

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you. 

     We were servants to sin, a slave; in a total state of depravity yet God took the initiative to ensure 
that form of doctrine was delivered to us, why so that the Holy Spirit could regenerate us that we 
might believe from the heart the truth – the light. Without God’s intervention man will chose 
darkness rather than light. 

Romans 6:20 

20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

     Also stating here in this verse; is that man is a servant to sin, a slave in a totally depraved state. 

     Ephesians 2:1 tells us that we were dead in our trespasses and sins; and verse fifteen of the same 
chapter 

Ephesians 2:3 

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 

     In a total depraved state, the fallen, sinful man will not and cannot choose God unless God does 
something about it. As in Romans 3:11 states that there is none that understandeth, there is none 
that seeketh after God.  Paul again explained this to the Church at Corinth. 

I Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
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     Cut and dried man is dead, and the natural man cannot accept Spiritual things because they are 
spiritually understood. Fallen depraved man is also at enmity with God (Eph. 2:15).  

     Now these are the Biblical teachings of total depravity. With this being said, we must now then 
ask the question, "In light of the scriptures that declare man’s true nature as being utterly lost and 
incapable, how is it possible for anyone to choose or desire God? When he is dead, full of evil, 
deceitful, loves darkness rather than light, does not seek for God and is ungodly. Also when he does 
not except Spiritual things, how is this possible? The answer is, He cannot choose God, not without 
God’s intervention, it is therefore why God did predestine. 

     So does this cancel out man’s freewill? Does the fallen, unregenerate man still have freewill? Yes, 
of course he does; he is still free to choose whatever He wants. He still has complete freewill to 
choose in the manner that is consistent of what he is; totally depraved. That is according to what 
the Word of God says about him, not what he may seem, appear or what we think him to be. But 
what the Bible says he is a fallen creature, dead in sins that chooses darkness rather than light. 

     Remember now the unbeliever, unregenerate man cannot do good, is an enemy of God and is full 
of evil. He does not seek after God nor can he accept the things of God and he is a slave of sin. 
Therefore it is Biblical to say that the depraved man‘s freewill choice will be to freely reject God. 
Because he does not understand the things of God and is an enemy of God; this is what his depraved 
freewill nature would require of him.  

     This further means that because of man’s desperate and impossible condition he is enslaved with 
sin and his own human righteousness he doesn’t even realize that he needs a Saviour. You see 
friends God must act, He must predestinate otherwise no one would ever be saved. Because even in 
his own freewill man will freely choose to reject God. 

     So now let’s take a look at some Bible verses to see how God acts or intervenes in regards to our 
salvation: 

John 6:65 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. 

God appoints or ordains fallen man to believe.  

Acts 13:48 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed. 
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Romans 8:29-30 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

Ephesians 1:4 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

II Thessalonians 2:13 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

II Timothy 1:9 

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

II Timothy 2:24-25 

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

I Peter 1:3 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

     By agreeing with the point of Total Depravity which has been systematically outlined in 
Calvinism does not mean that you are believing on John Calvin or following after him. But it simply 
means that you believe the Word of God, because nothing I have said thus far goes against the 
Scriptures.  

     We must realize that because of our fallen nature we are born again not by our own will but 
God’s will as stated by Jesus in the Gospel of John. 
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John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

Romans 9:14-16 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

     Friends God is Sovereign and Holy, and He is in complete control. As Johan cried out from the 
belly of the whale in Johan 2:9 saying “Salvation is of the LORD.”  

     We must understand that salvation and the faith to even believe is the work of a Sovereign God: 

John 6:28-29 

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent. 

Romans 12:3 

3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith. 

Philippians 1:29 

29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 
sake; 

     Now man, in a totally depraved state, fallen, wicked, evil, that does not seek God, is an enemy of 
God and cannot understand the things of God needs a Saviour.  

     Yet in his own wicked depraved state he cannot choose God even through his own freewill. So 
God acts and God predestines.   



8 
 

Total Depravity - Lesson      Princess Chapel Church 

- It is God who makes us born again, and not of our own will; John 1:13 
- It is God who grants that we come to Jesus; John 6:65 
- It is God who ordains men to believe; Acts 13:48 
- It is God who predestines us to be conformed to the image of His Son; Romans 8:29 
- It is God who saves us not by our will, but by His will; Romans 9:16 
- It is God who chooses us to be holy and blameless; Ephesians 1:4 
- It is God who chooses us for salvation; II Thessalonians 2:13 
- It is God who saves according to His own purpose; II Timothy 1:9 
- It is God who gives us repentance; II Timothy 2:24-25 
- It is God who causes us to be begotten; I Peter 1:3 

    Furthermore our faith, our believing is the work of God as stated in John 6:28-29 and it is God 
who grants that we believe. He even deals us the measure of faith needed to do so, that the entire 
work is that of God and that not of yourselves lest any man should boast.  

     For through and by God’s grace, God’s mercy, God’s longsuffering for the elect and not the will or 
the work of man so that no man should think more highly of himself than he ought.  

     So after setting aside all the customs and traditions that you have been taught and trusting 
entirely upon the Word of God you will see that Total Depravity is Biblical.  

     Because man is in a fallen and totally depraved state, God must intervene and save people.  

     Because of this totally depraved state man is completely touched by sin in every aspect of his 
being; his soul; his sprit; his mind and his flesh. In this state of sin, being dead and a slave to sin we 
have freewill to choose what is comfortable to our sinful nature.  

     Being in a totally depraved state, sinful and wicked, an enemy of God man will reject God of his 
own freewill unless God intervenes.  

      This is God’s purpose for predestination, for appointing and choosing sinners to be made elect 
and granting them faith and repentance unto eternal life through Christ.  

     Granting them to believe, forgiving them of their sin and imputing upon the regeneration man, 
the quickened man HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Romans 3:25 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 
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     Through all this, God is the author and the finisher of our faith; He is the Captain of our Salvation.  

     It is all done by His work and not by any works what so ever of man, therefore it is God who 
receives all of the Glory.  

Romans 4:2 

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 

     God does the work and God gets the Glory that is not of the results of man’s ability, his choice, his 
self-righteousness or his works; but a Glory for God’s Sovereign Grace upon the elect that has been 
redeemed from bondage of sin and the slave market of the devil. 


