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I'd like to invite you to look with me in your Bibles to Isaiah 40. I'm going to read from 
verse 1 down to verse 11 but probably will not get much further than verses 3 and 4 but I 
want us to see the context. In the bulletin I have put the title "What Shall I Cry?" and 
some of that we'll look at today but, really, the focus here is going to be on the voice that 
cries. What does the voice cry? Let's begin verse 1,

1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2 Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 

This is what we saw last time, three things,

that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she 
hath received of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins. 

All accomplished in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, here's the voice, 
verse 3,

3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley 
shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 5 And the 
glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for 
the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 6 The voice said, Cry. And he 
said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is 
as the flower of the field: 7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because 
the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 8 The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for 
ever. 9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with 
strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your 
God! 10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm 
shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before 
him. 11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs 
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with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that 
are with young. 

I don't believe we can find any better or clearer instruction in God's word as to the 
message that the Lord gives his preachers to declare in each generation. Millenniums 
have passed since the Lord gave Isaiah this message and John the Baptist his because 
here in verse 3 if you look at some of the cross-references in your Bible it will take you to 
the New Testament and you can see that what is here revealed is John the Baptist as the 
forerunner to Christ coming to declare him to the people of his generation but it's in the 
context of the message that Isaiah also had to declare in his day.

Why has the message not changed, not withstanding efforts by religion today to change it 
and make it simpler, make it supposedly more understandable to our generation but why 
hasn't it changed? Why is it the same message that I preach to you today that was 
declared by Isaiah and John the Baptist? First of all, it's because God hasn't changed. He's 
still the God of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob. He is the God who is who he is in every 
aspect of his character and justice and what he has revealed of himself here in this word 
has not changed, millenniums notwithstanding.

Secondly, the message hasn't changed because God's purpose hasn't changed. You know, 
God is not like us where at the beginning of every year we make resolutions. There was a 
man I was listening to yesterday that says, "What's the number one resolution everybody 
makes on New Year's?" It's to lose weight and you go down to the Y or you go down to 
the fitness center and that place is packed. All the machines running and everybody going 
and blowing. Go back there in March. Try April. That's a pretty good time to go. You're 
not going to see a whole lot of people. All the people that made the resolution decided, 
"Oh well, we'll try again next year." We're constantly changing but God changes not and 
what he has purposed is. I don't know if that helped you or not but it helps me. I like 
stability. I like order. I like constant, something that when you get up you know it's there. 
And God's purpose to save sinners by the one person and sacrifice of the Lord Jesus has 
not changed. Go all the way back to the fall and read that simple story. I say it's simple 
but it's complex, where Adam and Eve covered themselves with fig leaves thinking that 
that would be a remedy and God removed the fig leaves and killed an innocent animal 
and clothed them with the animal skin. That hasn't changed. All of that was a type and 
picture of how God would be just and justified to declare sinners just before him. It hasn't 
changed.

But thirdly, the sinner's need has not changed. I know we talk about getting better, more 
civil, we're not as barbaric as we used to be, all of this nonsense that's taught in sociology 
but we're still sinners. Still just as lost. Still as worthy of condemnation as the first 
generation. That's because we're all sons of Adam and we all come from a long line of 
sinners and I don't care how far back you go studying family roots and all that stuff, you 
can just mark "sinner, sinner, sinner, sinner, sinner, sinner" all the way back. That's what 
we are and therefore the message has not changed.
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Now, we considered last time in Isaiah 40 the precise reason for preaching to the Lord's 
people. Those are strong words that we saw in verse 1, aren't they? Words of comfort and 
consolation. To the Lord's people, it is the preacher's duty and call to comfort the Lord's 
people in the face of sin, in the face of judgment, in the face of condemnation of heart 
and conscience, in the face of hell. There is a comfort for the Lord's people. We don't just 
preach comfort to anybody. The Lord said, "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith 
your God." You know, in Scripture we find words of chastening with regard to the Lord's 
people that he has loved from eternity, that he has chosen out, that he has redeemed by 
the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and called to himself but never do we find 
anywhere where the Lord sends one of his servants out to preach to his sheep and 
threaten them with hellfire and brimstone or threaten them with loss of salvation or 
perdition. Such warnings are for the unconverted false professors whose end is judgment, 
falsely claiming and like many today, pleading the blood of Christ but left to their own 
religious pernicious ways. There is no comfort for such.

So here in verse 2, the word of the Lord to Isaiah was that he should, "Speak comfortably 
to Jerusalem," but how? "Cry unto her." Proclaim it. This is a proclamation and not to be 
spoken timidly. Not to be spoken with hesitation. To declare to those who in their hearts 
and souls know themselves to be just as guilty as others that the Lord condemns and yet 
to hear that the Lord has finished their warfare, it is accomplished. The Lord has 
pardoned their iniquity in that she has received double of the Lord's hand. Not double in 
punishment but double in blessing. The double blessing of those for whom Christ has 
died is that 1. their sins have been forgiven but, 2. by the death of Christ there has been a 
righteousness established and earned and imputed and put to their account that makes 
them just as righteous as God himself. I don't know how you could ever have any better 
news for a sinner than to hear that. I need to hear it every day otherwise I’d easily fall 
back into what this flesh is telling me that, "You're in trouble if you have to stand before 
God based upon who you are." Those are things I know. If God were to judge me 
according to my flesh and my works, I would split hell wide open and to think otherwise 
yourself is to be blind to your own state in nature. 

But the comfort, the blessing. He says, "Speak comfortably to her, cry unto her." That 
word "cry" means "to proclaim." What shall I proclaim? What shall I preach? What shall 
I utter with a loud voice? There are some that say that preaching is passe, that we deal 
with a different generation now; we deal with a people that are used to pulling up a chair 
and sitting in a circle and talking about these things. I remember when I was in a 
conference in Dijon, France back in 1990 there was a group of reformed European 
pastors that were meeting and a friend of mine invited me to come and preach there. I 
flew all the way out of Africa up to France to preach at this meeting. It was held actually 
in a Catholic monastery. There was a priest there they called "Father," and then he had all 
his children around him and they waited on tables and served everybody and did 
everything but they decided to meet at that place. But I noticed from the beginning and I 
wasn't to speak but every evening so I had to sit through a lot of trash and I noticed that 
there wasn't any pulpit. I noticed that there wasn't any podium. That different ones came 
and sat at a table and everybody was around them so they would just kind of in dialog 
talk about things throughout the day and you should have heard the surprise when I asked 
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for a podium; when I asked for a pulpit, something to stand up and talk to these men 
about rather than just sit there. A lot of murmuring that went on because when you stand 
it, in essence, puts you in a position of authority and they didn't like that.

Then they didn't like the fact that there wasn't any discussion. You know, that's one of the 
nice things about preaching, it's one of the few times when we've got to sit down and be 
quiet and keep our mouth shut. There are not many times we have in our livelihoods that 
that's possible but I believe that's why the Lord ordained the preaching of the Gospel. 
There again, nothing has changed. That's one thing that has not changed is how God has 
purposed that this message be communicated. It is through the preaching of the Gospel, 
the preaching of Christ.

Look in 1 Corinthians 1. People today want to talk. They want to talk followed by 
discussion. "We'll let you say what you have to say but let us say what we have to say as 
well." People today and this is just as recent as this past week where one of the Lord's 
was looking for an opportunity to put our broadcast on a radio station in their town and so 
she went around talking to different people she knew and was acquainted with about 
doing a 30 minute broadcast and shes said, "You would have thought I just had walked 
out of the Dark Ages. I was told that nobody today sits and listens to a 30 minute 
message. That what you need to do is little blurbs. What you have to do is have little 
spots, five minutes here and five minutes there. That's the modern way." I told her, I said, 
"Well, that may be how most people do it today when they're trying to just advertise 
something but we're not advertising." The Lord has declared that his Gospel be preached 
and I said, "There may be a majority of people that never sit for 30 minutes to listen but I 
know this, if the Lord ever catches the attention of one of his sheep, they'll listen." You 
go back and think about how the Lord has led in your heart to this point. Hasn't it been 
through this word being opened either in the reading of the word? This is a precious 
word. How often we ought to be in it. How often we ought to be asking the Lord to slow 
us down and cause us to read it. Is really 30 minutes too much when we consider the need 
of our own souls? 

Well, here in 1 Corinthians 1, we can see Paul saying in verse 17, "For Christ sent me not 
to baptize." It's not even about how many baptisms we've had in this congregation. I'm 
thankful to say with Paul as he said in verse 16, "I baptized also the household of 
Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other." Over the years that the 
Lord has enabled me to preach the Gospel, if my life depended on me telling you who I 
baptized, even as few as there have been, I would sit there and scratch my head. I can 
remember a few here and there but that's not why the Lord raises up a preacher to count 
heads. I rejoice when there are those who want to confess Christ in the waters of baptism 
but our salvation is not in the waters of baptism, it's in what they represent. It's in the 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul said, "For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not even with 
wisdom of words." There are many times when I stand up here and I don't have an 
outline. If someone were to criticize me based on a homiletical study course, they would 
probably give me an F. They'd say, "Where is your alliterated outline? We need 
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something that starts with an 'A' or a 'B,'" or something that they can hang onto. I want 
you hanging onto the word. There are many times much of what I have to say here, the 
Lord gives me while I’m standing here. It doesn't mean I haven't prepared and if you 
were to go back and ask me, "Now, how did you say that again?" I don't know. Listen to 
the cd. But if it's the word we remember, then blessed be his name. Paul said, "not with 
wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect." Oh, to be able 
to say, "I don't remember much of what he said but I remember he pointed us to Christ. 
He pointed us to his death. He pointed us to his sacrifice. The rest I can't tell you." That's 
good. That's good. 

"For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved," we've been saved by the blood of the crucified one, "it is the power of God." 
Notice, the preaching of the cross. It is foolishness to them that perish. There was a time 
it was foolishness to me because the Lord hadn't opened my eyes. There were other 
things that preoccupied my mind and heart in reading this word. Not anymore. Not 
anymore.

"The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved," and if you've been saved by the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord is going to open your eyes. That I know. He'll not lose one.

"For it is written," verse 19, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to 
nothing the understanding of the prudent," the self-prudent, the ones that think 
themselves to be wise. 

"Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world?" It doesn't take you long sitting down and 
listening to a man to figure out whether he really is preaching Christ or whether he's just 
polished a sermon, an outline and he's delivering it. There are a lot of that type of 
preachers around. They love their rhymes. They love their little sayings and slogans and 
they get all excited and when they do, people get all excited but in the end it's like cotton 
candy: when it's all licked on and tasted on and done and gone away, you've got to get 
some more cotton candy because there is no substance to it.

It says here in verse 21, "For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching," of crying, proclaiming, "to save 
them that believe." Save in the sense of deliver them from darkness and ignorance, 
rebellion, lostness and bring them to Christ.

"For the Jews require a sign." We've got that whole category of people today, "Just show 
us a miracle." They like to be entertained. They like to be pumped up. They like to go 
where there is something spectacular happening.

"And the Greeks seek after wisdom." You can find all kinds of congregations like that. 
They kind of look down their noses at the ones that are running on emotion. "Oh, not us. 
We're very conservative. We sit quietly. We open the word. In fact, our preacher even has 
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the Greek New Testament up there with him so he's giving it to us straight." You know, 
the Greeks seek wisdom.

"But," what? "We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews," those who seek a sign, sure, "a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God." So that's what it is 
to cry. 

Now in my text, coming back here to Isaiah 40, it really is difficult to decipher between 
the message given to Isaiah in chapter 40, verses 1 and 2, and that of John the Baptist 
who is mentioned in verse 3 several hundreds of years later. Verse 1 definitely was the 
message that the Lord gave to Isaiah when he said, "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
saith your God." Verse 3 is definitely the message pertaining to John the Baptist's 
ministry concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ into the world. Bob read it in 
John 1 and if you look over in Matthew 3. It says, "The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God." 

Look at Matthew 3. One passage slips into another or is connected to another without any 
distinction. Why is that? Well, I believe it's to show us that the message of Isaiah was no 
different than that of John the Baptist and would be no different than one that the Lord 
raises up to preach in our generation. You see in Matthew 3:1, "In those days came John 
the Baptist, preaching," you can say, crying, that's what it is to proclaim, "in the 
wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand," is 
near. Why was the kingdom near? A lot of people today are still looking for a kingdom 
yet to come but here John said the kingdom is near. It's like someone calling you up on 
the phone and saying, "We're not far." How could he say that? Well, Christ was near. 
Christ had already come into the world and where Christ is his kingdom is.

"For this is he," verse 3, "that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; 
and his meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all 
Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, And were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his 
baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: And think not to say 
within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father." In other words, "Don't go back to 
your denomination or tradition." "For I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham.And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the 
fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, 
and," what? "Gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with 

Page 6 of 10



unquenchable fire." So this portion here in Isaiah, the voice that cries is the voice of that 
one that the Lord raised up to prepare the way of Christ.

So what do we learn from this? What do we learn about preaching? What do we learn 
about the message? Well, coming back here to Isaiah 40:3, notice "the voice." It's not 
many voices of them that cry in the wilderness but "the voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness." I would say here we see the distinctive sound of the message to be cried or 
to be proclaimed. It's "the voice" in contrast to "the many voices" of false prophets as we 
have been seeing in our study in John Wednesday nights. Many false prophets have gone 
out into the world but there is that one voice here and there. 

And where do you find it? In the wilderness. You find it not in popular places. You don't 
find it, you know, I know some people, they get optimistic. "I think I’ll stop in this big 
church building and pull in because there are a lot of cars here and I’m going to go in and 
sit down and maybe I’ll hear a word from the Lord." But as you soon as you walk in, you 
can tell that it's anything but a wilderness. You've got the choir loft. You've got people in 
choir robes. You've got all the latest and greatest with a big screen tv behind and the 
words up there and the whole thing is just nothing but gold and silver and precious stone 
and you sit and listen and you go away thinking, "No. Not here the voice." Just like we 
read in Matthew 3: they had to go out to him. The Lord had raised up John the Baptist 
and put him in an out-of-the-way place and I promise you in my experience at least, that's 
been where you'll find the Lord's preachers in some pretty out-of-the-way places. Hidden. 
They are not on the broad way leading to destruction. This is not the church of Christ on 
broad way, no, it's out in the wilderness.

But it's a distinct sound. You know, "the voice." It's like when you say, "Whose is that 
voice?" It's just that clear. It's just that distinct. It's that sure. It's just that authoritative like 
when Christ spoke and they went to stop him and arrest him and bring him in and didn't, 
the emissaries of the Pharisees and Sadducees, and when they got back they said, "Where 
is he?" And what did they say? "Never a man spake like this man." They couldn't. They 
couldn't deal with who he was. 

The cry is a distinct sound. If you look in 1 Corinthians 14. Years ago the Lord used this 
portion to cause me to see how necessary it is in preaching to be clear, to be distinct. As I 
heard one old preacher say, "Whenever you're done, there ought to be a verdict." People 
ought not to walk out scratching their heads wondering, "What did he say? Or what was 
the conclusion?" Saved or lost. It's a very clear and distinct message and that's what we 
see Paul talking about here in the face of the confusion that was going on in the 
Corinthian meetings and I believe the tongues here, they weren't some mysterious 
gibberish but even as I faced preaching overseas, you might have a congregation where 
there is nine or ten different languages or groups of languages attending and if you let 
every little group do its thing, there's a bunch of other people sitting around wondering, 
"What did he say? What's going on?" They didn't understand each other so we had to find 
a common language. That's what Paul is talking about here. The Lord used him in many 
different countries and he was a linguist. He could speak those different languages just 
like a man I knew that knew over 13 languages. He was fun to have around. When I 
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would travel, if I went somewhere, he would start talking over here and I'd say, "What 
did he say?" He'd tell me, "He's my friend." You don't want to be in a situation where you 
don't know what they're saying. They might be inviting you for supper and you're the 
supper so, "Tell me what did they say?" 

That's what Paul was talking about he used it in verse 6 to show the necessity of being 
clear and distinct. "Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I 
profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by 
prophesying, or by doctrine?" I'm not up here to wow you with my ability in languages. 
"What should it profit you unless I speak to you by revelation," this revelation. "I speak 
to you by knowledge," what the Lord has been pleased to reveal in this heart. This matter 
of preaching is taking what the Lord has revealed in the heart and declaring it "by 
prophesying," prophesying is preaching, "and by doctrine," notice, singular. We're not 
going to go through the doctrines of grace but the doctrine of Christ.

"And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a 
distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped? For if the 
trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?" Did they just 
sound a charge or did they just sound a retreat? I don't know. It was kind of fuzzy. You 
don't want to be in a situation that way.

"For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle? So 
likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood," and I promise 
you that's what we have in front of us. There are times when we need to get a dictionary 
out or maybe go back to the original and take a look at it but the Lord has preserved his 
word here in our translation in a very simple language despite what people says, "Well, 
the King James is hard to understand." It's not. It's written at a sixth grade level so the 
problem isn't with the word, it's with the education of the people reading it. 

"How shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air. There are, it may 
be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification. 
Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a 
barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me." So the voice, a distinct 
sound of the message. 

But coming back to Isaiah 40:3, we see also the need. The need. What is the need for 
preaching? What is the need for exalting the Lord Jesus Christ before sinners? Well, do 
you see that little word "wilderness"? This message isn't for everybody. In fact, there is a 
whole world being passed by because they don't see. It is foolishness to them. But I’ll tell 
you where it has significance is in the wilderness. Have you ever been out where you get 
thirsty, you get hungry, and the only thing on your mind is where that next meal is 
coming from? Where that next cup of water is coming from? 

"The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness." The wilderness is typical of that state of 
those to whom we preach. You know, Scripture says that we are all as sheep who have 
gone astray, who have turned every one to his own way but the Lord has laid on him the 
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iniquity of us all. David described such a place in Psalm 63, if you look there. Oh, that we 
would come as desperate needy sinners as the Lord gathers us. It's the one thing I enjoy 
about the place where the Gospel is preached, you don't have to put on a front. Come as 
you are. Have you ever had that kind of invitation? Don't have to worry about what to 
wear, "Just come as you are." You can spend a lot of time trying to fix yourself up. "Well, 
what are we supposed to be wearing? How are we supposed to be looking?" Those are 
meetings in the world but as sinners we come as we are.

Here David described in Psalm 63:1, "O God, thou art my God," and look at the title, "A 
Psalm of David, when he was in the," what? "Wilderness of Judah." What did he say? 
"My soul thirsteth for thee." I love to preach to thirsty sinners, exalt Christ, because he is 
the water of life.

He said, "my flesh longeth for thee." To know that in this flesh is no good thing and that 
what I need is a righteousness that will stand before a holy God and to come and to hear 
of that righteousness, simply put that the Lord Jesus Christ came and identified with 
sinners, worked out that righteousness that God might be just to justify them. 

Notice, "in a dry and thirsty land, where not water is." But what? "To see thy power and 
thy glory, so as I have seen thee," where? "In the sanctuary." What was David looking to? 
He was looking to that tabernacle before the temple was built and seeing there all of 
God's glory. Something simple, something plain but true. The way that God is pleased to 
save sinners.

One more thing I bring out here in Isaiah 40:3, not only the distinctiveness of the 
message, the need for it but the particularness of it. Notice it says there, "Prepare ye the 
way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." We're going to 
come back to this next time when we look at the message of what it is that we are to cry 
as in verse 6, "The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry?" A very clear outline, a 
message but it's particular, "Prepare ye the way." It's one way. There is only one way of 
satisfaction before a holy God and that is through the coming, the doing and the dying of 
the Lord Jesus. 

If you look at Malachi 3 and then we'll finish. We'll come back to this but you see how 
this was given to Malachi? It's probably better just to go to Matthew and go back one if 
you want to. Malachi 3:1, the Lord wrote this several, 400 years before Christ came but 
he says, "Behold, I will," "will" is in italic, "I send." It's as if it was already there. "I send  
my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me." Who is he talking about there? 
John the Baptist preparing the way of the Lord. "And the Lord, whom ye seek," 
obviously those that, like David, found themselves to be in a wilderness thirsting, 
hungering for the accomplishment of all those types, pictures and promises. They were 
under the forbearance of God but their souls could not rest until it was accomplished.

"Whom ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple." You see, the Jews called it their 
temple that was rebuilt after the Lord destroyed it but it was his temple. It was God's 
temple. It was Christ's temple. 
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Notice, "even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he," and again 
"shall" is in italic, "he come, saith the LORD of hosts." And he did. He came. He taught 
in that temple day and night but people had more regard for the temple than they did the 
Christ, the Lord. They were blinded. They couldn't see it but everything about that 
temple, everything about those sacrifices, everything about the priesthood pertained to 
him. The temple, he was the temple. He is God's building. It is made up of living stones, 
not material mortar. Living stones. People like sitting here listening that the Lord has 
been pleased to dig out of the quarry and bring and join to his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ 
for whom he died. The sacrifice is him. That's how we come. Nothing has changed there. 
The priesthood, he is our High Priest. The altar. There is no altar here. Coming into the 
front of a church building is not coming to an altar. It's coming to Christ and like one 
preacher said years ago that struck me, he said, "Without bowing your head and without 
closing your eyes, without moving an inch, come to Christ." Come to Christ. That's how 
the Spirit draws to him in his perfect work.

But that's the voice that cries in the wilderness and may the Lord grant us ears to hear.
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