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The Workings of God on Behalf of His Kingdom, Part 5 
In Psalm 78, Asaph described the setting of our passage.  During the interval between the era of Moses 
and the theocracy, life among God's people became very difficult. 
 

Psalm 78:63-64, “The fire consumed their young men; and their maidens were not given to 
marriage. Their priests fell by the sword; and their widows made no lamentation.”1 
 

But then after many years, the Lord acted on behalf of His kingdom. 
 

Psalm 78:65-66, “Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep, and like a mighty man that shouteth 
by reason of wine.  And he smote his enemies in the hinder parts: he put them to a perpetual 
reproach.” 

 
With this we behold a reference to the fact that. there are times(both in redemptive history and in our own 
perception) when God's work is limited to an occasional working here or there.  But then when God 
deigns to move, watch out! 
 
Well brothers and sisters, our text represents a time when God deigned to move! Recall that for many, 
many years God's people have been living in light of the revelation given to Moses; i.e.,  specifically 
Genesis thru Joshua.  And yet following the era of the conquest, we read of very little activity on the part 
                                                 
1 This passage is clearing referencing the time when the Ark of God was taken by the Philistines.  Nevertheless, the description 
is applicable to the entire post-Mosaic era. 



 
 

of God, redemptively!  In fact, it is as if God has fallen asleep for no less than 300 years.  But then in 
Samuel, God awakes and redemptive history moves forward in leaps and bounds. 
 
Oh what a glorious time in which to have lived.  This was a time when God advanced His plan of 
redemption.  It was a time when God acted on behalf of His people.  It was a time when God dramatically 
extended His Kingdom. 
 
Yet, we do not need to long for the “good old days” Because what is written here ultimately is in 
reference to the Messianic Reign and Rule of Christ.2   This is the age in which we currently live. This 
reign and rule begins in the life of an individual primarily at salvation **and** continues on throughout 
his life as he grows in his sanctification. 
 
And thus though we are reading about the Advancement of God's Kingdom Work in the era of Saul, 
nevertheless we conclude that what God does here is normative for all His Kingdom Work.  It is even 
normative today, in our own lives! 

Kingdom Work is Humbling 
 
When God does a Kingdom work we have seen that: 
 

• It Begins Before the Time, 1 Samuel 9:15-16a.  
• It Encompasses the Needs of His People, 1 Samuel 9:16b. 
• It is Confirmed by the Word of God, 1 Samuel 9:17.   
• It Results in Unimagined Blessings for Man, 1 Samuel 9:18-20. 

 
Now, we will learn two more important characteristics when it comes to God's Kingdom Work, first that 
God’s Kingdom work is humbling. 
 

1 Samuel 9:21, “And Saul answered and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes 
of Israel? and my family3 the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Wherefore then 
speakest thou so to me?” 

 
First off we note that Saul here is not overstating the case.  He is not being phony or fake.  He truly is 
amazed at Samuel's words and the blessing promised to both he and his family.4  Indeed (and we'll make 
note of this in the coming weeks as we gaze more fully at Saul) the house of Benjamin at this time was 
the most dishonorable tribe in Israel!  **Furthermore** it was the smallest of all the tribes amongst the 
people of God and thus last place when it came to its importance!  Now, based on Saul's statement here 
we also learn that his clan also was “the least of all the [clans] of the tribe.” 
 
And thus we see that Saul was the least of the least; the most unworthy candidate for any spiritual 
blessing!  
 
AND YET DO YOU KNOW WHAT STANDS OUT HERE? The fact that Saul (who otherwise was an 
arrogant man) was brought to the point in his life where he willingly and boldly confessed this. That's 
what's odd. 

                                                 
2 Compare also John 5:39-40 
3 This could be rendered more literally clan. 
4 Compare also 1 Samuel 15:17 
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You may not be anywhere near the middle when it comes to honor or status in this life; you may consider 
yourself on the lower rung of society.  But you certainly don't go around proclaiming the fact.  You 
wouldn't do that in our day.  And one certainly didn't do that in Bible times either. 
 
Yet, the advancement of God's Kingdom Work humbled Saul.  It brought him to his knees! He didn't care 
what people thought; he was overwhelmed as he stood in the presence of so great a work! 
 
And that brothers and sisters is another characteristic of God's Kingdom Work.  It humbles the child of 
God. It drives us to the point where we see ourselves for what we really are.5 
 
Do you remember that time in Peter's life when a Carpenter told him how to fish?  
 
Recall, that Peter was a fisherman.  He was from a fisherman's family.  He was born with a fisherman's 
mind and skill.  He had been out all night laboring for a catch and yet had nothing to show for it.  But then 
a lone Carpenter/Teacher told him to try casting his nets once more in a certain location. 
 
I am sure that Peter thought, “what a joke. What could this Man know about fishing?” 
 
Yet to humor the teacher, Peter and his gang cast the nets out one more time. We pick the story up in 
Luke 5. 
 

Luke 5:6-7, “And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net 
brake.  And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come 
and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.” 

 
Never was there a catch like this!  Christ was no simple carpenter or teacher; truly, Christ is God! 
 
Now, one can imagine that being in the presence of such a One and witnessing such an amazing work 
would have an impact! 
 
But what impact did it have on Peter? 
 

Luke 5:8-9, “When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me; for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord.  For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the 
fishes which they had taken:” 

 
Do you see the consequence of God's work on God's people?   
 

• It is humbling!   
• It is soul-amazing!   
• It brings the child of God to the end of himself such that he no longer cares about social 

conventions or confines.   
• It is enough just to lay prostrate at Christ's feet in worship! 

 
Now on the surface this might sound as though God delights in showing us our smallness. And that God's 

                                                 
5 We see the same reaction with Moses (Exodus 3:110, Gideon (Judges 6:15), Hannah (1 Samuel 2:8), and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 
1:6). 
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Kingdom work is geared toward humiliating us.  But this is wrong; that is not what we see from this text. 
 
Rather, what we see is that God's greatness and grace are so overwhelming that the smoke and mirrors 
which we erect to prove to the world that we are worthy of standing before man and God — the masks, 
the phony living — all disappear or fall away.   
 
And why is that? 
 
Let me ask you 
 

• Why the hypocrisy?  
• Why the game playing whereby we act like we are better than we really are?   
• Why do plastic smiles continue to adorn the faces of God's children? 

 
Each of us are born Pharisees with an unquenchable passion to prove to God, the world, and ourselves 
that we are better than we really are!  Again the Covenant of Works is the ultimate reason.   
 
In the beginning we were created to earn the right to stand before God.  And though we failed6 
nevertheless the passion still remains such that today, we are  
 

• Record keepers. 
• Passionate to show the world how righteous we really are. 
• Men and women who long to make a good showing in the flesh! 

 
But then God draws near and blesses us with so much love, acceptance, and approval and do you 
know what happens? 
 

We see the futility of the moral show in which we have engaged.  And we are set free to think accurately 
about ourselves and God. 
 
This is why a mark of genuine repentance (of genuine Kingdom Work) is humility, a disregard for what 
others think, falling on our faces with hearts exposed to God.7   

David's Sin 
 
When David sinned with Bathsheba he played the part of the “godly king.”  And he continued to read the 
word daily, as prescribed by God's word.8  He sat in his judgment seat, issuing forth his pearls of wisdom 
to those in his kingdom who needed a judgment.9   He directed the affairs of the Kingdom from his 
throne.10   And no one would have ever suspected a thing! 
 

                                                 
6 Compare Genesis 3:1-7  Adam was our covenant head. 
7 Compare 1 Corinthians 14:25 
8 Compare Deuteronomy 17:18-20.   Though this is an argument from silence, it is a strong one.  The text of 2 Samuel 11-12 
pictures a king who publicly had everything together, but inwardly was falling apart.  Accordingly, David’s outward life would 
have testified to faithfulness and piety to all onlookers.  This was a godliness which would have included daily readings from 
God’s word. 
9 Compare 2 Samuel 12:5-6 
10 Compare 2 Samuel 11:14 
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But then Nathan confronted him.  And though David professed that he was a worm who deserved to die11, 
nevertheless God showed him mercy, compassion, and grace.12    
 
And what do we read?  What was the effect of God's Kingdom Work in this man's life? 
 
Two very public psalms proclaiming His own sinfulness and unworthiness to stand before God **and** 
the glory of God's grace. Listen to the Psalms. 
 

Psalm 51:1-4, “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the 
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.  Wash me throughly from mine 
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever 
before me.  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou 
mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.” 

 
Behold the effect of God's Kingdom work.  It brought David to the end of himself whereby he confessed 
his unworthiness before God.  It brought the king to the point where he no longer took refuge in his own 
righteousness but in the righteousness, glory, and honor of God! 
 

Psalm 32:1-7, “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the 
man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.  When I 
kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.  For day and night thy hand 
was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah.  I acknowledged 
my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 
LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. For this shall every one that is godly pray 
unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not 
come nigh unto him.  Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt 
compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah.” 
 

Psalm 32:10-11, “Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, 
mercy shall compass him about.  Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and 
shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.” 

 
TRULY THE EFFECT OF GOD'S GRACE, GOD'S KINGDOM WORK IS THAT IS HUMBLES THE 
SINNER MAKING THEM A SEEKER AFTER CHRIST! 
 
In light of this I hope you see it.  It is not God's desire to rub our nose in our sin. Neither is it to embarrass 
us on account of our wretchedness. 
 
No! God's grace speaks of unconditional acceptance, and that naturally forces the sinner to cast off the 
game playing.  Before the cross, in the words of Saul, we say this: 
 

1 Samuel 9:21, “And Saul answered and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the 
tribes of Israel? and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? 
wherefore then speakest thou so to me?” 

 
Such is the fifth characteristic of God's Kingdom Work: It is Humbling! 

                                                 
11 Compare 2 Samuel 12:5 
12 Compare 2 Samuel 12:13 
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Kingdom Work is Unmerited 
 
And that brings us to the final characteristic revealed here regarding God's Kingdom Work:  It is 
unmerited. 
 

1 Samuel 9:21, “And Saul answered and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes 
of Israel? and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then 
speakest thou so to me?” 

 
In what way was Samuel speaking to Saul that raised this question? 
 
First the prophet invited this total stranger to eat at his table.13   Next Samuel expressed his intention to 
house Saul and so provide him a place of refuge for the night.14   As to Saul's donkeys, Samuel informed 
him of their whereabouts... free of charge.15   Finally, Samuel promised far more than simply the recovery 
of some lost donkeys... according to the prophetic word Saul would enjoy the best that could be offered a 
man in this world.16  
 
Now if this wasn't enough, consider the larger picture here, it is the capstone! Saul and his servant did not 
approach Samuel empty handed.  
 

1 Samuel 9:7, “Then said Saul to his servant, But, behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man? 
for the bread is spent in our vessels, and there is not a present to bring to the man of God: what 
have we?” 

 
What do you glean from this verse when it came to Saul's understanding of spiritual benefit from the 
Lord? Any blessing that might come from the Lord had to be purchased!  Whether that be the advice of 
one of His prophets, table fellowship, or the receiving of grace and mercy all of it had to be earned or 
purchased in some way.  
 
This is why the question that Saul asked in this context is so revelatory as to his understanding of the 
nature of God's workings.   
 
When Saul asked, “Why then do you speak to me in this way?”  He really was saying what have I done to 
merit such blessing?  On what basis will you give me so much?  What do you want from me? 
 
Now we know the answer. 
 
You've done nothing Saul, and you are required to do nothing! What a Radical Truth! 
 
From this we derive a sixth characteristic of God's Kingdom Work:  It is unmerited.  It is not predicated 
upon anything we have or could do.  It is solely based on the good pleasure of God! 
 
Now this truth couldn't be more self-evident to us as Christians!  We know that God didn't choose us on 
account of what we have done.  We know that salvation is all of grace.  We confess boldly that “by the 

                                                 
13 Compare 1 Samuel 9:19 
14 Compare 1 Samuel 9:19 
15 Compare 1 Samuel 9:20 
16 Compare 1 Samuel 9:20 
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works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight...” (Romans 3:20). 
 

Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God.” 

 
And yet when it comes to its corollary, we check our brains at the door of salvation and live by the flesh! 
 
You say, “What are you talking about?” 
 
If my salvation was and is in no way predicated upon the works of my hands or my ability to fulfill the 
law's demands but is based solely on the good pleasure of God, then I must confess that the working out 
of my salvation,  the living out of my salvation,  ALSO is in no way predicated upon the works of my 
hands or my ability to fulfill what the law demands but based solely on the good pleasure of God! 
 
Do you see where I'm going? 
 
Again I want to take you to Job because the teaching of this book is so helpful at this point.  Recall that 
Job was a man who lived in an age which taught that God helps those who help themselves.  Job believed 
that good things happen to good people and bad things happen to bad people. 
 
Now for many years Job lived by this ethic, even though he clearly was a child of God.  But then it 
happened.  For most of his life Job enjoyed great blessing from the hand of the Lord.  And then without 
any change in his life, Job met with tragedy: 
 

• He lost his wealth.   
• He lost his health.   
• He lost his children. 

 
And thus Job was faced with a very difficult question.   
 
If, God helps those who help themselves **and**  .I have helped myself for many years such that God 
has blessed me **and**  suddenly I lose everything then since I have not changed, God must  
 

• Have changed!  
• Not be just!   
• Not be gracious, compassionate, and caring. 

 
Now I know this is where many of you are living this morning.  You've been saved by grace and have 
known many blessings from the hand of the Lord.  But then with little if no change on your part, it seems 
as though God has turned against you.  Now at first you thought maybe it is because of something you 
have done.  Yet in the end you have realized that you are the same sinner as before and God blessed you 
prior to today. 
 
No! Indeed! Your reasoning has brought you to the conclusion, “The problem must be with God.” 
 
Brothers and sisters, listen carefully to this final characteristic of God's Kingdom Working: IT IS 
UNMERITED! 
 
Thus we confess we were not saved because of the labor of our hands **and**  the working out of our 
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salvation will not be because of the labor of our hands- which includes both the sweet, AND the bitter 
providences.   
 
And so in answer to Saul's question, “Why me? Why do you speak to me in this way?”  
 
We boldly profess, “Because it pleases God!” 
 
May this continue to be our confession of faith when it comes not only to the beginning of our salvation 
but also to its being work out! 
 

For Sermon Discussion 
 
The game-playing still exists in the church today... doesn't it?  And why is that?  Why is the church filled 
with so many hypocrites?  The people who talk the talk on Sunday but then on Monday through Saturday 
they live like little devils. 
 
I believe that it is because we have forgotten the gospel, God’s grace, and that Christ, on account of 
Calvary finds that we are beautiful in God's eyes! 
 
And so though we are saved by grace, we resurrect the ethic of the old man whereby we live by the works 
of our flesh. 

Galatian Believers 
 
The believers in Galatia had this problem.  When Paul wrote to them he spoke about “rebuild[ing] what 
had been destroyed” (Galatians 2:18 NASB).  And then Paul asked them this: 
 

Galatians 3:3, “Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now perfected in the flesh?” 
 
Though the Galatians were saved by grace, nevertheless the ethic of the old man was resurrected whereby 
they sought to impress God by their actions and stood before man on the basis of their exemplary deeds. 
 
This is what happened in Galatia, the only thing that it could; the church took on the characteristics and 
attributes of an animal fight. 
 

Galatians 5:13, “For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.” 

 
Galatians 5:15, “But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of 
another.” 

 
If you live by law, in order to justify yourself you either will exalt yourself above others thru boasting 
**or** push others down via gossip and ridicule.  
 
Why did the Galatians abandon grace to live by law?  Why do we care so much about what people think? 
 
Because living by law is easier than living by grace.  It is more tangible.  There are definite things you 
can do. 
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The Hebrew writer tells us “Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of 
reward” (Hebrews 10:35). 
 

• Do not let go of grace!   
• Allow the gospel to melt your soul.   
• Stop hiding your sin.   
• Stop seeking to make a good show in the flesh.   
• Boldly confess your sin, but then boldly confess Christ! 

 
From our passage we must see that it is the will of God not for you or me to live thinking that we are little 
better than worms!  No! It is God's will for you and me when His grace melts our show and we are seen to 
be as worms that we run for refuge to the cross of Christ.  And that we claim His righteousness as our 
own and the basis of our identity! 

About Bethel Presbyterian Church  
 
The Bethel Presbyterian Church Ministry of the Word is published regularly.  
 

VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian Church 
meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone 
number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. 
Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  The recording for this sermon and the these 
notes can be found at Humbled by God .   The web address for all sermons at Bethel Presbyterian Church 
can be found out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on February 18, 2007.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church. 
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