
How to Study the Bible
The Language of the Bible 
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The Big Story of the Bible
• Creation to the Nations 

• Abraham to Israel 

• Redemption of a Nation 

• Conquest to Kingdom 

• Exile to Return

• Gospel to New Creation

Promise

Fulfillment



Further Study

Knowing Jesus through the Old 

Testament by Christopher Wright

The Big Picture Story Bible by 

David Helm



The Language of the Bible 

• English Translations

• Words

• Idioms and Hyperbole



English Pop Quiz
“The talking lion spoke boldly to the four Pevensie children 

behind the Narnian tent so that he might encourage them to 

continue in their struggle against the white witch.”

In the sentence above ...

1) The main verb of the dependent clause is:

a. "spoke"

b. "encourage"

c. "continue"

d. "struggle"
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English Pop Quiz
8) Identify the grammatically correct 

sentence or sentences below.

a. It is me.

b. The servant invited him who I chose.

c. The servant who I chose invited him.

d. It is she.
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The Language of the Bible 

• English Translations

• Words

• Idioms and Hyperbole 



Acts 16:34b
ORIGINAL: καὶ ἠγαλλιάσατο πανοικεὶ πεπιστευκὼς τῷ
θεῷ.

NASB: and rejoiced greatly, having believed in God with 
his whole household.

ESV: And he rejoiced along with his entire household that 
he had believed in God.



καὶ ἠγαλλιάσατο πανοικεὶ
πεπιστευκὼς τῷ θεῷ

ἠγαλλιάσατο

πανοικεὶ

πανοικεὶ

πεπιστευκὼς





Psalm 119:148a
ORIGINAL: ֣מּו יַניִקדְּ ותע ֵ֭ ֻמר ֹ֑ ַאשְּ

KJV: Mine eyes prevent the night watches

NASB: My eyes anticipate the night watches

ESV: My eyes are awake before the watches of the night

NIV: My eyes stay open through the watches of the night 



Jude 14b
ORIGINAL: ἰδοὺ ἦλθεν κύριος ἐν ἁγίαις μυριάσιν αὐτοῦ

NASB: Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His 
holy ones

KJV: Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints

NIV: See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of 
his holy ones



Formal             Dynamic

Equivalence    

NASB

KJV

ESV

RSV

NRSVNKJV

NIV

TNIV

NLT

HCSB



The Language of the Bible 

• English Translations

• Words

• Idioms and Hyperbole 



Love 
• Unconditional affection for

• Warm attachment toward



Love 

The score at Wimbledon  

stood at Love - 30. 



Love Love 

The Love of God
• The special unconditional saving 

benevolence that God has for his elect

• The eternal affection within the Godhead 

• The common benevolence God has 

toward all his creatures 



Love 

The whole law is summed up 

in this: love of God and love of 

neighbor.



Trunk 



Green 



καί 
• And

• Even

• Also

• Or

• Likewise

• When

• Nevertheless

• But

• Both

• Still



ἐντρέπω 
• To shame someone, put 

someone to shame (1 Cor. 

4:14; 2 Th 3:14; Tit 2:8)

• To respect someone, have 

regard for (Mt 21:37; Mk 

12:6; Lk 20:13)



ֱאֹלִהים
Psalm 82:1

ור ףִמְזמ ֹ֗ ָ֥ ס  יםְלא ָ֫ ֹלִהֹ֗ באֱֽ ָ֥ לִנצ  ֵ֑ ת־א  ֲעדַּ בַּ

ֶרב יםְבֶקֶ֖ ט׃ֱאֹלִהִ֣ ִיְשפ ֹּֽ

God takes His stand in His own 

congregation;

He judges in the midst of the 

rulers.



3 Most Common Word Study 

Fallacies

• Root Fallacy

• Verbal Parallelomania

• Illegitimate Totality Transfer
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• English Translations

• Words

• Idioms and Hyperbole



Further Study

Knowing Scripture by R.C. SproulExegetical Fallacies by D.A. Carson



Further Study

Biblical Words and Their Meaning
by Moisés Silva

40 Questions about Interpreting 

the Bible by Robert Plummer



Future Sunday School 

Lessons

• Studying OT Narratives

• Studying Prophesy

• Studying Psalms

• Studying Wisdom Literature

• Studying Apocalyptic Literature

• Studying the Gospels

• Studying the Epistles

• Intertextuality


