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Who Is The Angel of The LORD? 
 
 
Introduction: 

     This lesson was in response to a research and development project assigned for the theology 
class TH 301-R: Anthropology and Angelology. For the question that was proposed; “Who is the 
Angel of The LORD?”   I think if we let Scripture interpret Scripture the evidence is clear for this 
question that the Angel of the LORD is none other than the LORD Jesus Christ Himself. Professor 
William O. Davis, Jr, stated in his Systematic Theology II notes “The issue in this study is whether the 
Angel of The LORD is of the rank of an ordinary angels or is in a class by Himself and is somehow 
specially related to the LORD” (Davis, Systematic Theology II Notes, 1975, pg.1). 

     The evidence is outstandingly in favor of deity. This Angel “The Angel of The LORD” is not a 
specific class or order of the created angelic beings. However this term is only used in the Old 
Testament prior to the incarnation of the LORD Jesus Christ and it is never used again after His 
birth. 

     Here are some of the evidences from the Scripture used in reference to the Angel of The LORD. 
First we have an occurrence with Hagar in Genesis chapter number sixteen. “And the angel of the 
LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur. 8 And he 
said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the 
face of my mistress Sarai. 9 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit 
thyself under her hands. 10 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, 
that it shall not be numbered for multitude. 11 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art 
with child and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy 
affliction. 12 And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand 
against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.13 And she called the name of the 
LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth 
me? 14 Wherefore the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered” (KJV, 
Genesis 16:7-14). 

     The Angel of The LORD clearly stated I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be 
numbered for multitude. It was the Angel of the LORD commanding her to return and issuing the 
decree of the blessing of her seed and in verse number thirteen Hagar called the name of the LORD 
that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me? 
She attributed the Angel of the LORD as Sovereign deity and uses the term Angel of The LORD and 
LORD interchangeably. This could have been none other than a preincarnated appearance of the 
LORD Jesus Christ as He appeared as the Angel of The LORD, and this is not the only occasion. 
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     In story concerning the birth of Samson in the Book of Judges the Angel of The LORD appears to 
Manoah’s wife. “Then the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold now, you 
are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and give birth to a son. 4 Now therefore, 
be careful not to drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing. 5 For behold, you shall conceive 
and give birth to a son, and no razor shall come upon his head, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God 
from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” 6 Then the 
woman came and told her husband, saying, “A man of God came to me and his appearance was like the 
appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. And I did not ask him where he came from, nor did he 
tell me his name. 7 But he said to me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son, and now you 
shall not drink wine or strong drink nor eat any unclean thing, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God 
from the womb to the day of his death’” (NASB, Judges 13:3-7). 

     It is the Angel of The LORD issuing this decree of the birth of this son. The writer of Judges calls 
the Angle of The LORD, God is verse number nine. “And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the 
Angel of God came to the woman again as she was sitting in the field; but Manoah her husband was 
not with her” (NASB, Judges 13:9). 

     Monoah and his wife made ready a burnt offering and the Angel of The LORD ascended up in the 
smoke of the offering. Then a very clear and concise statement is made under the inspiration of God 
the Holy Spirit, recorded in the Scriptures as to the identify of just exactly who the Angel of The 
LORD is. “The angel of the LORD appeared no more to Mano′ah and to his wife. Then Mano′ah knew 
that he was the angel of the LORD. 22 And Mano′ah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, for we have 
seen God.” 23 But his wife said to him, “If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a 
burnt offering and a cereal offering at our hands, or shown us all these things, or now announced to us 
such things as these.” 24 And the woman bore a son, and called his name Samson; and the boy grew, 
and the LORD blessed him” (RSV, Judges 13:21-24). 

     It is very clear from this portion of the Scriptures exactly who the Angel of The LORD is, it is none 
other than a preincarnated appearance of the LORD Jesus Christ. The Angel of The LORD is only 
used in the Old Testament and never appears in the New Testament. It can be found in Genesis, 
Exodus, Numbers, Judges, Zechariah and Malachi. The term is referenced in Hosea and appears 
many times throughout the Old Testament as not only the Angel of The LORD but “The Angel of 
God.” Christ has also appeared as the Captain of the LORD’s host but each and every time these 
appearances occur we must let the context of the Scriptures verify just who it is and in most cases if 
taken in their proper context with the rest of the Scriptures we will clearly see that these 
appearances are always pointing to Christ.  
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