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Our text is going to be in Ezekiel 37 tonight but I don't want you to turn there yet. Open 
up to Ezekiel and I want to show you some pictures tonight of regeneration. I want to 
show you some pictures tonight of the sovereign work of Almighty God, a God that saves 
and God when he saves, a God that saves to the uttermost. Like I said this morning, he is 
the great I Am. He is the Rock of Ages, Hide thou me. Like old Moses when he was in 
Exodus 33:18, he said, "Lord, show me thy glory." God said, "Moses, no man can see me 
and live." He said, "Oh, but there is a place by me, a rock." Think of that, a rock. He said, 
"I will put you in the cleft there." He said, "I will put you on the rock and I will have all 
my goodness pass before you and I will put you when my goodness passes before you," 
God said, "I will put you in the cleft of the rock." "Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me 
hide myself in Thee." He is the Rock of Ages. He is the great I Am. He is the Everlasting 
Father, the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, Jesus Christ and only he can save. 
Only he has the work and the redeeming power of regeneration. 

As I preached this morning from Romans 6 of just what do you know, just what do you 
know about the plan of salvation. I was talking to Lindsey in the office earlier and 
explaining to her the work of the cross. The work of the cross was not just a work where 
God is sitting in heaven rolling the dice wondering who is going to accept his only 
begotten Son to be saved. Friends, the work of the cross accomplished redemption for his 
sheep. That's exactly what it did. He took it out of the way. He accomplished redemption 
by the sovereign work of God and salvation is only through and by the sovereign 
regenerating work of Almighty God.

I want to show you just a few pictures tonight of regeneration. We're going to be reading 
quite a bit of text before we get to our key text. Our key text is in Ezekiel 37 but I want to 
read you the first picture of regeneration in Ezekiel 11. Just a few quick verses in Ezekiel. 
Turn to Ezekiel 11. This is a picture of regeneration. You say, "What is regeneration, 
Brother Doug?" It's evil spelled backwards, it's to live. Oh, what we once were, we've 
been reversed. We once were evil, dead in our trespasses and sins. The regenerating work 
of God makes us live. Live unto Christ. Paul said, "I am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live yet not I but Christ liveth in me."
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Regeneration, the first picture, Ezekiel 11:19. I want you to notice who is doing the work 
here. It's Almighty God doing the work. As a matter of fact, he's the one doing the 
talking. "And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will 
take away the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh." Now, 
that's not the evil, wicked, corrupt heart of flesh that we know of today, that is the 
spiritual heart of flesh that can respond to the work of God through and by the power of 
regeneration. Verse 20, "That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, 
and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God." I believe that's the 
first picture of regeneration. That's evil turned backwards. That's been made to live. 

I want you to keep your place in Ezekiel. Just hold your place there. I'm going to read this 
for you and we're going to turn here just shortly but keep your place in Ezekiel. You 
probably know this, I have to go ahead and turn here because we're going to be here a 
little bit later on because there's something I have to show you. I'm going to read you this 
one verse from Ephesians 2:1. Remember what they were. God said, "I will give them 
one heart. I will put the new spirit within you. I will take out the old stony heart of flesh 
and I will give them a heart of flesh that they may walk in my statutes and keep my 
ordinances." Folks, that's life. That's regeneration. That's the will and the work of a 
sovereign God that brings life unto the dead sinner. And Paul says in Ephesians 2:1, "And 
you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." How in the world is it that 
the natural man thinks that being dead in his trespasses and sin, being totally depraved 
and outside of the will of God, how in the world is it that human beings can think that 
they can somehow miraculously decide to choose God and pick God without God's 
intervention? Well, that just blows my mind. But do you know what? I used to be in that 
same theological camp that thought that this was all my choice; that this was all about 
me. But God said right here and God said that he was the one that was going to do the 
work. He said, "I will put in a new heart. I will put in a new spirit." And do you know 
what else he said? He said, "You will. You will." Not you might but, "You will walk in 
my statutes." That's regeneration.

Now, if you will, go to Ezekiel 16. This is probably my second favorite picture of 
regeneration in the book of Ezekiel. Boy, I love this and this is each and every one of us 
before the Good Samaritan came our way. This is a picture of you tonight before God 
saved you. You know that old saying, "picked me up out of the mire and set me in the 
choir"? Right here it is. He picked that little baby up and he set that little baby up in a 
higher place and he gave that infant in the nativity of its life, he gave it life that it might 
live. Oh look here. Let me tell you what, oh, I'm going to get in trouble. I don't care. I'm 
going to let her rip, tater chip. What choice does an infant have in a matter when it comes 
to the parent doing something? Does a baby decide when it wants its diaper changed? 
Does a baby decide what kind of formula it's going to eat? Does a baby decide it? No, the 
parent takes care of the child and the child has no say in the matter. The child didn't have 
any say about being born. "Well, what family am I going to be born to?" Imagine you're a 
little seed floating out there in space somewhere and you're wondering, "Well, who's 
going to be my mother? Who's going to be my father?" No, that infant has no choice in 
natural birth just like the child of God has no choice in the matter with spiritual rebirth 
and regeneration. 
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That's it. We'll see a picture of it right here in Ezekiel 16. I'm going to start reading in 
verse 4. I'll read all the way down to verse 12. "And as for thy nativity, in the day thou 
wast born thy navel was not cut." "Now wait a minute, what does that mean, preacher?" 
That means that child was laying there and still had the umbilical cord hanging from it. 
Where is the mother? Abandoned it. Where is your daddy? Where is your father? He 
abandoned you. But oh, somebody came your way one day and the naval was not cut.
 
"Neither wast thou washed in water." What does that mean? That newborn baby laying 
there about ready to die, it still had the umbilical cord hanging from it, the naval had not 
been cut yet, still had blood all over it from coming out of its mother's womb. It had not 
yet even been washed, was filthy from the flesh and the things of the world. 

"Thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all." Never even had nothing wrapped 
around it to keep it warm. Just laying there in the midst of an old, cruel, cold, violent, 
evil, wicked, dark world. 

"None eye pitied thee to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee." 
Nobody had compassion upon you. The devil don't care about you. The only thing the 
devil has ever done to you is cut you and bruise you and mar you and just wear you out 
and the only thing you've got to show for your life of sin through Satan is the bitter scars 
that he has left you and the terrible memories that you've been saved from by the grace of 
God. That's the only thing the devil did for you. But, oh, Jesus did much more. 

"To have compassion upon thee. But thou wast cast out in the open field, to the lothing of 
thy person, in the day that thou wast born." As soon as you came out your mother's 
womb, you were cast to the world. Sent to fend for yourself. Bloody, wicked, evil, 
marred by the stain and the sin of this world. 

"And when I passed by thee." Let's stop just for a minute. Let's put the emergency brake 
on. You all think Ezekiel is doing the talking here? This right here is the Sword Bible. It's 
a red letter edition Old and New Testament. Right here is Ezekiel 15 and 16. Look at the 
red. Who is doing the talking? Who is doing the talking? You know what Ezekiel is 
doing? He's playing secretary. God's saying, "Hey, son of man, take a letter." He's writing 
down verbatim the words of Christ in the Old Testament. That's God doing the talking 
there in Ezekiel 16. I just wanted to clear that up so you don't think Ezekiel has done lost 
his rocker. This is God talking here.

"I passed by thee." So who is "I"? God. "I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine 
own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood." Oh, what did he say to you? 
What is that? What does that say, church? Live. He said, "Live; yea, I said unto thee 
when thou wast in thy blood, Live. I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, 
and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy 
breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare. Now 
when I passed by thee," who is doing the talking, church? God. God said, "Now, when I 
pass by thee and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread 
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my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a 
covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine. Then washed I thee 
with water." Boy, that's a whole sermon right there. Just right there, y'all. I'm just going 
to read this for you. I'll come back and preach this later. That's a sermon within itself 
right there. 

"Then I washed thee with water." We are sanctified by the washing of the water, the 
cleansing of what? That's the word of God. The water is the word. "I washed thee with 
water; yea, I throughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil." 
Oh, what's the oil? The oil is the Holy Spirit of God. 

"I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers' skin, and I girded 
thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. I decked thee also with 
ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel 
on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head." 

Boy, that baby wasn't worth nothing, was it? Oh, could you come by and just see, "Hey, 
can you tell me what you're going to be like in 40 years? Are you going to amount to 
anything? Are you going to do anything good at all?" But no, he didn't do that. He came 
by and he said, "Live." And everything I am, I owe to him. Why? Because he came by 
one day, finished cutting the cord, washed the old dirty stains of the world off of me, 
cleansed me of my own blood and wickedness and sin and the vileness of my nature and 
the depravity of man and he said, "Live." And he washed me real good and he anointed 
me with oil. He clothed me with his own righteousness. Put shoes on my feet, a ring on 
my finger and clothes on my back and he said, "Do you know what? You're mine. You're 
mine." What did the baby do? Did the baby look up and say, "No, I don't want to go 
home with you"? That's foolish. That's right, Brother Tom, he didn't have a choice in the 
matter. "Before I formed thee in the belly, I knew thee. I sanctified thee and I ordained 
thee a prophet unto the nations." That's the work of the cross. Jesus came to do what? To 
redeem his sheep.

Let's see another picture, Ezekiel 34. We might have to skip a few of these. We're only on 
number 3. We haven't even got to the fifth illustration yet. Ezekiel 34, another picture of 
regeneration. Look at verse 22. Oh, let's just see that. "Come here, O son of man." 
Ezekiel 34 in my red letter edition, Old Testament. Let's see. Here's 34, 35 and the start of 
36, church. Look there. Who is doing the talking there? Oh, still red letter, isn't it? Okay, 
like Brother Woody says, "keeps getting gooder and gooder." Do you know what? Hey, 
does that add more weight to it? Not one ounce because "all Scripture is given by 
inspiration and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction of 
righteousness so that the man of God may be perfect and thoroughly furnished, lacking 
nothing." Nothing. Why? Peter said, "What we have here is a more sure word of 
prophecy." This is all we need. Do you know that? I know we have a library and it's good 
to have a library because it's good to study but we don't need a library. I know we have 
songbooks and we have hymnals with some very powerful songs in here and they are 
very inspirational but not in the sense of inspired, being God-breathed. Church, do you 
realize what you hold in your hand tonight is the infallible Almighty preserved word of 
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God? The word of the living God and this word has transforming power in the lives of all 
of us little sheep.

We forget that, don't we? We take it for granted. "Oh, it's just a book." It is a book. It is a 
book, okay? I was showing Kathy something earlier today in the office and Brenda and 
Kathy and Jenny and they were all sitting in there and I lay one book down here and I lay 
another book right next to it and I was having to move it so I took my foot and moved it 
and they weren't books, they were little Bibles in there and Kathy goes, "Oh, don't do 
that. That's a Bible." It's just a book. Do you realize that? It's just a book. His words need 
to be in your heart, okay? We don't worship this book, church. We worship the person of 
this book, amen? That's who we pray to. That's who our faith is in. Our faith is not in that 
book. Our faith is in the author of that book. Glory, I'm feeling good now.

Where were we at? Ezekiel 34. Look at verse 22. Who is doing the talking now? It's all in 
red, right? "Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will 
judge between cattle and cattle. And I will set up one shepherd over them." Oh my. What 
did he say in John 10:16? "And other sheep also I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must," I must, not I might try. "Oh, will you come to Jesus and let him save you?" 
Oh, baloney. Hogwash. When God gets a hold of you, you'll come running. You'll jump 
in the water with both feet and you'll say, "Here am I, Lord. Send me." That's what God 
will do. God doesn't sit in heaven and take out the dice and say, "Okay, who are we going 
to save today? Roll the dice." Try to run a chance for the precious blood of Jesus Christ 
being wasted. Not one drop was wasted. Oh, it's gooder and gooder. 

"And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant 
David; he shall feed them." Why? Because he's going to sit at the right hand of Jesus 
Christ during the millennial reign. David, he shall feed them "and he shall be their 
shepherd. And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince among 
them; I the LORD have spoken it. And I will make with them a covenant of peace." Boy, 
I like it when God starts talking covenant. Do you know why? That's sovereign language 
right there because when God makes a deal, oh, he isn't going to go back on it. There isn't 
any breach of contract with the Lord. That's why I've told you: my salvation does not rest 
upon myself or anything I can do but my salvation tonight and your salvation if you're 
part of the blood bought church rests totally upon the faithfulness of God and he is 
faithful because of his covenant, because of his person, because of his character, because 
of his nature, because of his holiness, because that's just who he is. Amen? If he wasn't 
that, he wouldn't be God. He would be a statue or an Idol.

"And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease 
out of the land: and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. And 
I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the 
shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing." Oh, you see a lot 
of songs, a lot of old hymnals in the Bible, don't you? Oh, you're starting to get the 
picture. What do we sing about? This is a hymn book right here. H-y-m-n. This is a hymn 
book but glory to God in heaven in the highest, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 
This is the hymn book, H-I-M, Him.
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Verse 27, "And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield her 
increase." What is he talking about here? Does anybody know? I think he's talking about 
millennial kingdom, amen? And he's made a covenant with all of his children whether it 
be Jew or Gentile. Whether it be Greek or barbarian. Those saved by grace through faith, 
he has made a covenant through and by the sovereign work of regeneration. That's how I 
know I've been made part of that covenant. Do you know that? I don't take some 
preacher's word for it. I don't take a church membership for granted and that as my 
evidence of a ticket to heaven. I don't take my water baptism and say, "Okay, I was 
baptized." You can get baptize 14 times, that isn't going to get you any closer to God. 
That just might make you smell a little better. Amen?

But baptism has no saving power. It's not a sacrament, it's a work. Do you realize that? 
How many of you were taught as a little kid that you've got to be baptized to go to 
heaven? I was. I'm not going to lie. "You've got to be baptized to go to heaven. If you 
aren't baptize, you're not getting in." I was raised free-will Baptist. They don't even know 
that. They don't understand salvation by grace through faith that is not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God. Not of works. Baptism is a work. But I'm going to tell you what: if God 
has started the process of regeneration and God has done the work, you might not know 
about baptism but once you find out about it, you'll jump in the water with both feet. You 
won't have any problem with getting baptized. Why? "Any man being in Christ, he's a 
new creature. Old things are passed away." We can't expect these young converts to come 
down and get saved and receive Christ and all of a sudden they become theology majors 
and know everything. No, that's our job, church. We've got to disciple them. We've got to 
teach them. We've got to train them. And when they mess up, we don't go out and pick up 
a bag full of gravel and start throwing it at them. We put them under our arms and just 
love them and say, "Now, you know that that wasn't right but look at the word of God." 
Do you know what? "Let me tell you something, young brother or let me tell you 
something young sister." And you men need to be watching over the young men and you 
older woman need to be watching over the younger women. "Let me tell you something: 
do you know you have victory and power over sin and you don't have to do that?" Take 
them to Galatians 2:20 and show them what Paul said. Take them to Colossians 2:14 and 
show them what Paul said. Take them to Romans 6:6 and show them what Paul said. 
Then take them to John 15:16 and show them what the Lord of glory said.

We've got power over sin, church. But do you know what? 2015, we have become so lazy 
and I'm going to say it, I'm not talking physically, I'm talking spiritually: we've become 
fat and lazy and complacent. Did you know I heard a preacher this morning on the radio 
say that the United States of America makes up one third of the world's population but 
we consume 90% of the food. Do you realize that? One third of the world's population 
but we consume 90% of the food. I'll tell you what, church, we've been blessed with 
showers of blessings. We need to let the love and the grace of God flow outside of us 
unto a lost and dying world so that they can see Christ in us. So that they can hear the 
Gospel. So that they can receive the Gospel because without the Gospel, a man or a 
woman cannot be born again.
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Let's jump on over to Ezekiel 36. Look at verse 22. I've already preached on this before. 
I've actually preached a message entitled, "A Works Salvation that Works," out of 
Ezekiel 36:22. Verse 22 says, "Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord 
GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake." Do 
you realize that? God didn't save you for you. He did it for his holy name's sake. You say, 
"I don't like that." Let me tell you what: God saving you, God choosing to save you from 
the foundation of the world, writing your name in the Lamb's book of life from the 
foundation of the world, Revelation 17:8, looking at Jesus Christ, ordaining him to go 
and pay the price for all those names that he wrote down from the foundation of the 
world because remember what I told you, not one single drop of that blood would be 
wasted. And if God punishes all the sin of the world in Christ, he would be unjust to turn 
around and punish that same sin again in that lost, dying, unbelieving sinner. The cross 
accomplished something, church. It didn't just make a way. God's not in heaven rolling 
dice. No. He's going to do all things according to his good will and his pleasure. Amen?

He said, "I do this for my holy name's sake." Not for us. Not for Israel. Not for the United 
States of America. But for my holy name's sake. Even though we laugh at him and we 
mock at him and we get complacent and mankind blasphemes the name of God, God 
says, "I've still got a remnant and I'm going to save every single one of them because 
Jesus said, 'All that the Father has given me will come to me.'" 

"Which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went." Who is doing the 
sanctifying? Who is working out the good works? "Work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling for it is God who willeth and worketh in you to do his own good 
pleasure," Philippians. Who is doing the work? Here it tells you who is doing the work.

Verse 23, "And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, 
which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the 
LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. For I will 
take you from among the heathen." Oh, what did he do to that little baby? Didn't he pick 
that little baby up out of the field? Didn't he take you from among the heathen? Wasn't he 
the one who brought you out? Did you come on your own? No, he said, "Come," and you 
went.

Better yet, I like this illustration better. I like this illustration so much better because this 
is the Bible and, oh, it will preach. I preached it many times and I love this illustration, 
the sovereign regenerating work of God, the Holy Spirit in the process of salvation, the 
Shepherd counted his sheep: "97, 98, 99, uh-oh, I've got one missing." Now, I've heard 
preachers preach this and say that's when you get saved and you go back out into the 
world and you're starting to live in sin and you're on the verge of losing your salvation. 
No, do you know what I believe that is? I believe it's when that little sheep reaches the 
age of accountability and looks out into the world and he sees the things of Satan and the 
things of the world and because he is now spiritually dead, wicked and depraved, he 
walks out into the world and the Good Shepherd comes and counts his sheep. He said, "I 
will cleanse. I will sanctify. I will magnify my holy name among the heathen. Uh-oh, 
boys, I've got one missing." And what does he do? Does he open up the Lamb's book of 
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life and scratch that name off? No, the Shepherd goes out and he searches until he findeth 
it. Oh, and what does he do? Oh my goodness, he does the same thing for that little sheep 
that he did for that little baby, that little baby that was covered in blood laying in the open 
field that had been abandoned by Satan, abandoned by the world, abandoned by 
everything. The Good Shepherd bends down and does he say, "Here, sheepy, sheepy, 
sheepy. Would you like to come back home?" No, he places that sheep upon his 
shoulders. That word "draw" means "to fold, to coil or to drag, as being dragged by one's 
feet or as a fisherman drags in a net." The Good Shepherd places that little lamb upon his 
shoulder and he brings him back in safely to the fold because he said, "Father, all that you 
have given me, I should lose," just one? Maybe 2? Maybe 10%? "I should lose nothing." 
That's sovereign work right there. Oh, that's regeneration. 

He said in verse 25, "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: 
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you." Oh my goodness, 
look at verse 26, regeneration, folks. A picture of regeneration. Do you know why? Do 
you realize why Jesus was marveling at Nicodemus or, at least, he said, "You're the 
master teacher and you don't know these things?" Because regeneration was taught in the 
Old Testament and if Nicodemus had known the Scriptures like all these preachers up 
and down the land and country think they know the Scriptures, they would have seen 
regeneration in the Bible. Jesus said, "Thou art the master teacher and you don't know 
these things? Marvel not that I say unto you that you must be born again." "How can I be 
born again when I am old? Can I enter into my mother's womb the second time and be 
born again?" Jesus said, "No, marvel not that I say unto you that which is born of flesh is 
flesh and that which is born of water is water, spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I say unto 
you that you must be born again." Nicodemus didn't know his Bible very good, did he? 

It's all through the book of Ezekiel. We are on the fourth illustration now. God is saying, 
"I will cleanse. I will wash. I will sprinkle. I will cleanse you of all your filthiness." Look 
at verse 26, "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit." How many times has he 
said that? All through Ezekiel. "O, son of man, prophesy. Write these things down. Son 
of man, take a letter," because you saw who was doing the speaking here. Folks, this is 
regeneration.

Skip down there to verse 32 and look what he says, "Not for your sakes do I this, saith the 
Lord GOD." Who is he doing it for? Well, they told us who he was doing it for. He's 
doing it for his holy name's sake in verse 22. So who is it being done for? It is being done 
from the Lamb of God that was slain from the foundation of the world. Jesus said, 
"Daddy, I'll go. I'll bear their sin. I'll pay their price. Every bit of it. What they owe, 
charge it to my account." You know, in 32 A.D. at Golgotha, right outside the streets of 
Jerusalem on a old hill that we now call Calvary, my debt was discharged and it was paid 
in full. And when he was crucified, I was crucified. When he died, the old man died. 
When he was buried, I was buried. And when he rose again, I got up victorious with him. 
Paul said, "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live yet not I but Christ liveth in 
me."
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One more picture. Now, here's your message tonight, Ezekiel 37:1. I'm going to read the 
text in its entirety. "The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit 
of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, And 
caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open 
valley; and, lo, they were very dry." You can't say my preaching is dry tonight, amen, 
because I'm wet up here. I'm sweating right now. 

Verse 3, "And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live?" Now, God is asking 
Ezekiel a question. Do you know why Ezekiel didn't scratch his head and say, "Well, I 
don't know, Lord." "And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest." Don't you just love 
that? He said, "You know. You're the sovereign God of the universe. You're asking an 
old dumb boy from Judea a question that, O Lord, thou knowest."

Verse 4, "Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones." Now, what have we been 
talking about tonight, church? One word, it starts with an "r" and it isn't religion. It's the 
power of regeneration of a sovereign God. Yes, this is a picture of Israel. This is a picture 
of Israel. Every single one of these are a picture of Judah. Do you realize that? The baby 
is a picture of Judah. The other one is a picture of Judah and Ephraim and Israel. But this 
is also a picture of the regenerating work of God in the life of a sinner and yes, even in 
the life of those Israelites that believed.

Look what he says here, "He said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto 
them, O ye dry," baptists. Oh, I'm sorry. "O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you." 
What did he say to the baby? Just one little word. He looked down at the little baby and 
said, "Live." 

"Behold I will cause breath to enter into you and ye shall live." Boy, isn't that a big God? 
Is that the God you serve tonight? Amen. That's a big God right there. 

"And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with 
skin." Why? It's nothing but a bunch of dead bones. Do you realize that? This is a valley 
of dead bones. The skin has rotted off of them. Did you know that's what a dead sinner 
is? They haven't got any way to be in touch with God. They can't see. They can't feel. 
They can't touch. They can't hear. They have no skin. They have no life. They are dead. 
But what have we got every Sunday morning? You'll have preachers that will preach for 
25 minutes and they don't even cover the Scriptures. They get up and tell stories in 
church and then they'll have the piano player play 5, 6, 8 verses of an invitation song and 
just stand at the edge of a cemetery of spiritually dead people and beg them to come out 
of the grave. Do you realize that's what preachers are doing up and down this land and 
country? Begging at the edge of a cemetery inside the church house. Why? Because there 
are dead people in the church of God that come out and fill these pews and preachers beg, 
beg them. They stand at the edge of the cemetery and say, "Would you come and receive 
Jesus?" A dead man can't hear. A dead man can't feel. A dead man can't touch. A dead 
man can't smell. A dead man can't taste. A dead man can't even speak. "Marvel not that I 
say unto you, you must be born again. Oh, little baby, live." God said, "I will cause 
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sinews to come upon them, I will cause flesh to come upon them." God is telling those 
bones, "Live. And I will put breath in you." 

Now, when God starts that work, now all of a sudden, boy, it's time for something now. 
"And ye shall live. And ye shall know that I am the LORD. So I prophesied as I was 
commanded: and as I prophesied," so what is Ezekiel doing? He's standing on the valley. 
He's standing at the edge of this valley or this good independent Baptist church down the 
road somewhere and he's preaching to a whole valley of dead bones and he's saying, 
"Boy, look at me. Ain't I something. Oh, ain't I the best preacher since sliced bread. Oh 
Lord, you're lucky you've got me, Lord. Amen. Just watch me. I'm going to turn it on, 
buddy. I'm going to let the fire fly. They are going to come in droves. When Marianne 
gets up and starts playing the invitation, they are going to flock down to the altar and I'm 
going to lead them in that little prayer and they're all going to be saved. God, ain't I 
something? Listen to me preach." God said, "Uh-oh, you'd better not get like that, boy." 
"Why?" "Because it isn't about you."

"So as I preached or as I prophesied, I was commanded and as I preached or as I 
prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone 
to his bone." God was bringing something together. He was organizing something. He 
was bringing them out. He was doing the organizing. But it still took life, didn't it?

"And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin 
covered them above: but there was no breath in them." Oh, your preaching must have not 
been that good after all. I guess the old altar call didn't work, did it, because they still 
aren't breathing. They came down and said a prayer, you dumped them in the baptistery 
or took them out to the creek and got them wet and 6 months later they're back out in the 
world. They are still dead.

Verse 9, "Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind." Oh, we've got to get the third 
part of the Trinity involved, amen? God the Father thought it, God the Son came and 
bought it but prophesy to the wind. "Prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus 
saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived." Boy, if that is not regeneration, I'm going to quit preaching. But oh no, I 
don't have to worry about that. Do you know what that is? That's the power of a 
sovereign God.

Now, let me ask you something. You can throw rocks at me later, wait until it warms up a 
little bit though because it's cold outside. Do those bones have any say in the matter? Did 
that baby have any say in the matter? Did John the Baptist in his mother's womb when he 
was filled with the Holy Ghost have any say in the matter? That's a sovereign God, folks. 
That's a God that saves. And that's a God that when he does save, do you know what? 
You've still got an enemy out there but do you know what? You've got victory over that 
enemy through and by his word and through and by his Spirit, that wind that comes and 
blows and gives you life. "Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world." Who is 
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in you tonight? Do you know who is in me? The wind of God. The breath of Almighty 
God.

Alright, let's bring this to a close. Verse 11, "Then he said unto me, Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel." Remember what I told you: this prophecy is to 
Israel but this is a picture of regeneration. Individual salvation in each and every one, Jew 
or Gentile. "Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: 
behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. 
Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, 
I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into 
the land of Israel." Let me tell you what? If you're saved tonight, do you realize you're 
living in a land flowing with milk and honey? Or do you realize that you've been blessed 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places? You are now seated in the heavens for by 
grace are you saved through faith. You were once dead in your trespasses and sin. You 
were wicked. You were wicked and undone. You were like that little baby lying in the 
pool of your own blood. Your own vomit. But God came by and God said, "Live."

God told a preacher one day, he said, "You've got to preach to them and tell the wind to 
blow," and the wind blew. You might not even have understood it at the time. Do you 
know what? I'll be honest with you, I think most people that truly get regenerated, born 
again of God, they don't fully understand it until many years later. I think they go for 
several years trusting in that prayer. I do. We need to be careful because people like that, 
they can even get somebody to come around them and put their arm around them and just 
start loving on them real good and say, "Well, you understand now, good brother, you see 
this book right here? Now, you've got to do everything inside this book if you want to 
keep your salvation." Now, does that affect their salvation? Not one bit. They are still 
saved. I don't care if you believe in eternal security or not. If you've been to the cross, if 
you've been saved by the regenerating work of God, I don't care what your denomination 
is. I don't care what your doctrine is, okay? But I'm going to tell you what: you will not 
enjoy the fullness of your salvation until you embrace your security and your assurance in 
Christ. Then there will be showers of blessing.

But we need to be careful when we start... I used to be so... You all know me. I've 
mellowed out a little bit. I used to be so dogmatic about that. "Well, if you don't believe 
this way and this way and this way, you ain't saved." You need to be careful because that 
isn't what Paul told the Galatians. He said, "Oh you foolish Galatians. Brethren." He 
called them brethren. He said, "It marvels me that you're so soon removed from the 
Gospel." The Gospel? "Yeah, what saved you and now you're relying on something else. 
You're going back into your works." Paul said, "It marvels me that what was begun in the 
Spirit that now you can think can be made perfect through the flesh. Oh, foolish 
Galatians. Repent." And do you know what? They did. Why? Because grace always 
overcomes pride. Now, what's dangerous is when somebody has been told this again and 
again and again and they just can't see it. That's dangerous because now you're starting to 
wonder, "Is the Spirit of God teaching them?" Because grace will always overcome pride. 
Every single time. Why? Because that's the reason God saved you, to get honor and 
glory. God wants you to have assurance of your salvation. He wants you to have full 
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security because God said, "I will wash. I will cleanse. I will sanctify. I will magnify. 
Hey baby, live!"

That's why God did this. God didn't do this for you to live in fear and wonder about, "Am 
I going to be good enough tomorrow?" Because no you aren't without the righteousness 
of Jehovah, Jeremiah 23:6. You'll never be good enough. 

I'm done. I've got about 2 more pages of notes but I'm going to let you all go. I'm going to 
save this for some other time. I love this stuff. I'm telling you. But do you know what I 
love more than just this stuff right here? Oh, the person of this stuff. This Bible didn't 
change me, the person of that Bible changed me. Amen. And God preserves the simple. 
God put that verse in there just for me. Maybe a few of you others, I don't know. It might 
be in there for a few of us. I'm going to tell you what: aren't you glad?

Folks, let me tell you: did anybody not see regeneration in those 5 pictures I showed you 
tonight? Is that all by the will and the work of God? Did not God do everything there? He 
did it all, didn't he? All to him I owe. He did every bit of it. Do you know what? Hey, I'm 
going to say something, do you know why I can say this? Because I believe it. I do more 
than just believe it, okay? You can't do any more than believe it because if you truly 
believe it, you'll fully trust in it. You'll rest in it and you'll live it. That's all he wants you 
to do. Do you realize that? That's all God wants you to do. That's why he pointed at you 
and said, "Baby, live!"

That reminds me of Rev. Ernest Angley. Whoever used to watch him back in the 70s? Do 
you know that fellow is still alive? 2015 and he's still alive. He's 92 years old, I think. 
He's still up on stage rubbing people's ears going, "Say baby. Baby." Still doing that. A 
mockery, folks, of the apostolic gifts that have ceased. Do you realize that? People say, 
"Oh now, Brother Doug, God still heals." Amen, he still heals. "He still performs 
miracles." Amen, he still performs miracles but not like that. Not like that. Read your 
Bible. What did Peter say? What we have now... I'm going to read that for you and then 
I'm going to close. 2 Peter 3. Oh my, this is good. 2 Peter 1. I'm going to read a little bit 
for you tonight. Just sit back, alright? Relax and enjoy this. Peter is getting ready to die 
and he said, "Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of 
these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth." Peter said, 
"But I think it meet." Peter said, "I think it necessary." It's required of me that as long as I 
am in this tabernacle, as long as I am in this body of flesh, "as long as I have life in me," 
as long as I have breath in my lungs and as long as I’m able to be able to preach to you, "I 
think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in 
remembrance; Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord 
Jesus Christ hath shewed me." Why? Because Jesus told him how he's going to die in the 
last chapter of the Gospel of John and Peter was smart enough to know it. He might not 
have known it at the time but the Holy Spirit taught him later.

Peter said in verse 15, "Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease 
to have these things always in remembrance." Peter said, "Remember these things." "For 
we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
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power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty." Peter 
said, "I was on the Mount of Transfiguration. I saw him transfigured in all of his glory. I 
saw him in all of his majesty. I was an eyewitness of his majesty." An eyewitness 
account. "For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a 
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in 
the holy mount." That's a pretty big deal, isn't it? Peter said, "I've got an experience that 
goes beyond measure. I saw him on the Mount of Transfiguration." 

But do you know what? Peter didn't get knocked in the head and forget that. "I've trusted 
in my prayer." You can get knocked in the head and forget you ever prayed. What does 
Peter say? "Oh, we have also a more sure word of prophecy," right here. This whole 
book. "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture," not one single word in 
this book. People say, "Well, you read the Bible and get one thing out of it and I read the 
Bible and get something totally different out of it." Listen to what the Bible says about 
that, "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation." Do you know what that means? That means if I'm truly a child of God 
and you're truly a child of God and we read this, eventually we're going to see eye-to-eye 
on pretty much everything. Why? Because no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation. "Why is it like that, Brother Doug?" "For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man." You know, that same God that spoke to that baby and said, 
"Live"? Do you know that same God that told, "Son of man, prophesy to these dry bones 
and then prophesy to the wind that they might live"? That same God moved in these men. 
"For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

Do you realize what you have? There used to be an old saying in the military about never 
surrendering: they'll have to pry my rifle from my cold, dead hands. Amen. Amen, 
church. Right here, they're going to have to pry this from my cold, dead hands because I 
will not turn back. I will not say no to my Lord Jesus because I've got all that I need right 
here. This beats a rifle. This beats a nuclear warhead. This beats all the armies that Satan 
has to throw at me. Why? Because I have the infallible, inspired, pure and preserved 
word of God and do you know what? I was just a poor, dumb, dying baby that couldn't 
even read and he came by my way and said, "Live." That's why I love this book so much.

Let's bow our heads.

Lord Jesus, thank you. Lord, we thank you for your Spirit, O God, sweet Holy Spirit. 
Lord, we thank you for your promises. We thank you, Lord, for your power and your 
might through and by the Spirit. Lord, we know that your Spirit bears witness with our 
spirit. We know that we are the sons and the daughters of the one true living God. God, I 
pray, Lord, that your word would go forth and your truth would go forth and, Lord, you 
would use your words to mold and shape this old clay, Lord, that is still on the potter's 
wheel. Give us the strength and the faith and the courage and the wisdom and the 
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understanding, Lord, to be able to speak the right words, Lord, to those that need it the 
most. God, I pray, Lord, that your Spirit would go with us. I pray, Lord, that you would 
help us, Lord, to mortify our flesh so that we may be used by your sweet Spirit, the 
comforter, the corrector, the counselor, the teacher. We thank you Lord Jesus. In your 
sweet name we ask these things. Amen.
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