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KJV – Revelation 6:12-17 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 17 
 
 
Introduction: 

     Thus far we have seen the first five of the seal judgments from Revelation chapter number six. 
This lesson will cover the sixth judgment during the tribulation and bring us to the close of chapter 
six. Down through the history of man, up to this point this earth has seen all sorts of cosmological 
disasters. But of all that have ever hit the world, of all of the ferocious storms that have ever come 
from the sky, sea or air, nothing has ever reached the magnitude of this worldwide sixth seal 
judgment. This judgment will affect everyone in the world and all of the world will know exactly 
who it is from and why it is happening.  

Revelation 6:12-17 

12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 

13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind. 

14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places. 

15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains; 

16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 

17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

     It would be difficult to paint a more terrible picture of catastrophic judgments than these that are 
described here with the opening of the sixth seal. These sixth seal judgments unleashed here, the 
great earthquake, the sun becoming black, the blood moon and stars of heaven falling like rip figs. 
Heaven is opened up so that all men on the earth know exactly who is in complete Sovereign 
control. All the mountains and islands upon this planet will be shaken and moved out of their place. 
Just what does all this mean? Are there deeper meanings behind this interpretation? 
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     There are some that say these signs are symbolic rather the literal. If you ask me, I will honestly 
tell you I do not know? This is not a matter to be dogmatic on; I wouldn’t break fellowship over 
these issues because I will not be here when it occurs I’ll be watching it from the grandstands of the 
third heaven.  

     Many say these passages describe the symbolic breakup of the powerful, immoveable world 
government represented by the sun, moon, stars, mountains and islands. I tend to take this passage 
literally because the final breakup of the world governments is described later in Revelation.  

Revelation 6:12 

12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 

     When this sixth seal is opened, the force described here is an overpowering fear as doctor Luke 
tells us in his gospel. 

 

Luke 21:25-26 

25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 

26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: 
for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 

     Notice up to this point, the judgment of the first five seals has resulted by human activity. God 
uses whatever He wills including human activity to accomplish His purpose, it is here in the sixth 
seal judgment He begins with direct intervention.  

     The previous five seals will be precursors to the full fury of the Day of the LORD which will begin 
right here with the opening of the sixth seal as verse 17 tells us; For the great day of his wrath is 
come; and who shall be able to stand? 

     These events described in the seal unleash the seventh, which contains the trumpet judgments 
found in Revelation chapters 8 and 9. Then the 7 thunders which John was told not to record; “Seal 
up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not” (Revelation 10:4d). Lastly 
there are the seven bowl judgments found in Revelation chapter 16.  All these are the beginning of 
sorrows like none other; it only gets worse until Christ returns.  

     And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; There have 
been many earthquakes prior to this but none like this one. If you take to the literal interpretation 
all the earth’s faults will begin to fracture simultaneously resulting in a cataclysmic, global 
earthquake. This is real judgment and when it hits, everyone in the world will know it. There are 
seven specific cosmological events that will happen. 
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1. The great earthquake: 
 
     The Greek word for earthquake is “seismos” (σεισμος), from which we get our English word 
“seismic,” which relates to the intensity of an earthquake and the seismograph used to measure it. 
The Greek adjective “great” means this will be a mega-level earthquake that will hit the world, along 
with all of these other things. We know there will be a terrible earthquake in Israel (Ezekiel 38:19-
23) and the worse one in the history of time, yet to come in (Revelation 16:18). According to 
Matthew 24:7, earthquakes will be a feature of the early days of the Tribulation; however, this will 
be a “mega earthquake” which will shake the whole world. 
 

2. The sun became black as the sackcloth of hair: 
 
     Regardless of how you want to see this, it is dark. Sackcloth was a coarse black cloth made of 
hair. They used it for making things like sacks, strainers and especially mourning garments. It 
would appear here that Almighty God will give a specific mourning look to the sun. Like mentioned 
before the first men seal judgments have been by man’s intervention. Now God’s direct intervention 
is involved giving mankind a reason for the cause of morning. This eerie darkness looming over 
there earth is letting man know that God’s shinning favor is no longer aimed at this world. 
 

3. And the moon became as blood: 
 
     The moon turns a reddish blood color which will signal to the world that it is under the ferocious 
judgments of Almighty God. Men might not believe in the Sovereignty of God now, but they will 
then, but it’s not over yet. Man still has three-and-half years more to go of God’s direct intervention.  
 
Matthew 24:29-30 

29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 

30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

     There are three-and-half years in between verse 29 and 30. There are still seven trumpets, seven 
thunders and seven bowl judgments that God will unleash upon wicked sinful man.  
 
Joel 2:30-32 

30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of 
the LORD come. 

32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in 
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the 
LORD shall call. 
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Acts  2:16-20 

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy: 

19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour 
of smoke: 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and notable day of 
the Lord come: 

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Revelation 6:13 

13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind. 

4. And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth: 

     The word stars can refer to any celestial body, large or small, and is not limited to normal English 
usage, because in the Scriptures it is even used as angels. Taken into consideration the word 
meaning any type of celestial body; a good explanation of this is a global massive asteroid or meteor 
shower falling to the earth as untimely figs. The winter figs that grow without the protection of the 
leaves are very easily blown from the tree and fall to the ground. 

Revelation 6:14 

14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places. 

5. And the heaven departed as a scroll: 

     The NASB states “the sky was split apart like a scroll.” Yes the earth’s atmosphere will be 
dramatically affected and major changes will occur because of these cosmological events affecting 
the planet. But I honestly believe this event is the onset of the next three-and-half years in which 
heaven opens up and man look upon and sees exactly who they rejected and who they pierced the 
LORD Jesus Christ setting on His Throne in Glory.  
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Isaiah 34:1-5 

1 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the 
world, and all things that come forth of it. 

2 For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly 
destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 

3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the 
mountains shall be melted with their blood. 

4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and 
all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. 

5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the 
people of my curse, to judgment. 

6. Every mountain and island is moved out of their place: 

     Under the stress of this global massive earthquake from the hand of God great segments of the 
earth’s tectonic plates will begin to slip and slide, split up and thus realigning the whole earth. 
Every mountain and every island will be shaken and moved out of their place. 

Revelation 6:15 

15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains; 

7. The fear of the LORD upon all men: 

     Even though this period is centered on the Jewish people as part of Daniel’s 70th Week it will in 
fact affect everyone upon the earth. All will be terrified with the fear of the LORD and they will 
know exactly who is in charge. The kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man.  It doesn’t matter if one 
is a king, president or prime minister; a rich man, free man or a slave. All will be terrified; all will 
know the source of these judgments. 

Revelation 6:16 

16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 

     All people are looking up to heaven and they know that these judgments are coming directly 
from God and are the “wrath of the Lamb.” They also know God is everywhere present and that 
there is no place they can hide from Him. This event will cause mankind to acknowledge His 
Sovereignty. Now that the heavens have unfolded they are able to look upon who they have 
rejected. 
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     Instead of these people turning to God and crying out for His grace and mercy, they cry to the 
rocks of the mountains to fall on them. In other words, they would rather arrogantly die than to 
humble themselves before God because of their pride.  
 
Revelation 6:17 

17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

     This chapter ends with a question, which the next chapter answers. Revelation chapter seven is 
the parenthetical between chapters six and eight, it answers the question: For the great day of his 
wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

     There are two distinct groups listed as whom shall be able to stand: 

Elect Jews - And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an 
hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel (Revelation 7:4). 
They shall be able to stand. 

Elect Gentiles - After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; (Revelation 7:9). They shall be able 
to stand.  

     God’s power in the darkness is now being displayed. All the earth realizes this is coming from 
God now and they honestly realize they cannot stand against it. But God still saves because He still 
has a remnant even in the tribulation period. But things will keep getting worse for mankind until 
Christ returns. The last 3 ½ were bad, but this next period of 3 ½ is worse. This begins what is 
clearly referred to as the “Great Tribulation.”  

     For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 


