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“1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2  Elect according to the foreknowledge of 

God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of 

the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 3   Blessed be 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 

hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 4  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re-

served in heaven for you,” (1Pe 1:1-4 AV) 

 

There are a few things I want to say by way of introduction.  This epistle has been 

accepted by all branches of the church since the earliest times.    Only the most 

childish arguments has been raised against it and they should be dismissed with a 

wave of the hand. 

 

The time of the writing must be about 60-64 A.D. about the time of the persecutions 

under Nero in 64 in which both Paul and Peter gave up their lives for the Gospel.  

Whether it was written from Rome or not, I will leave to others; Turretin was con-

vinced that Peter was not a Rome, but the consensus of the early church is that he 

was. I do not want the message of the epistle to become obscured by such wrangling.  

Of course, historical background is important, but for our purposes it is sufficient to 

say that the epistle was written to “strangers scattered” throughout Asia Minor to 

warn them of persecutions to come that they might be fortified and strong in the 

faith.   

 

I would speak of three things today that Peter uses as introduction to his great epis-

tle.   I.  The Glorious Inheritance;  II.  The Power that secures it;  III. To Whom it is 

Given. 

 

I. The Glorious Inheritance. 

A. It was first promised to Abraham by faith. 

1. Romans 4:11-16 

2. Galatians 3:13-15  then to the Gentiles. 

B. The Spirit is the earnest of the eternal inheritance.   

1.  The hope is by the Resurrection of Christ.  Vs. 4 

2.    Romans 8:15-19 

3.    Eph. 1:12ff. 

C. This inheritance is in heaven and prepared by Jesus Christ. 

1. See. John 14:1-6 Heb. 9:11-14 
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II.  The Triune Power that secures the inheritance. 

A. Elect, according to foreknowledge of God. 

1. God knows Himself and knows His decree. 

2. His will cannot be separated from His knowledge.  Eph. 1:7-11  If his 

knowledge could change; his will could change; and nothing would be se-

cure. His promise would be worthless and depend upon me. 

3. The best Arminians know this and either plunge into mystery and contra-

diction; or deny God’s foreknowledge. 

4. God’s providence brings about your salvation.  “No man, except the father 

who has sent me draw him….”  Things over which you have no choice. 

B. Through Sanctification of the Spirit. 

1. The election includes the means and the time and the place. 

2. Sanctification:  means set apart unto God by faith and all that is contained 

in that confession.   There can be no salvation except by the work of faith 

by the Holy Ghost.  It is you faith that overcomes the world, and the chil-

dren of God are distinguished from the lost by their confession of faith. 

3. I Cor. 1:23,24 called. 

C.  Unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.   See Hebrews 

9:11-15   Conscience purged to serve God.  If we confess our sins, God is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness.  Amen and Amen.   This work of Christ is also the work of the Spirit. 

D. There is no inheritance without faith and regeneration of the Spirit.  It all goes 

together. 

 

III.  To whom:  Scattered Strangers.  Aliens. 

A. Like Abraham:  Hebrews 11:8-16 

B. 2Pet. 2:9-12.   Don’t be like them.  Honest conversation. An honest life. 

 

 


