
2079 - A HOLY CULTURE - Isa 61:11 
Isaiah was called by God to denounce his own generation (because 
of their sins) but he also had wonderful prophecies of blessings for 
God’s covenant people in later times! They shall build the ancient 
ruins…repair the ruined cities…Strangers…foreigners (Gentiles) 
shall stand and tend your flocks…you shall eat the wealth of the 
nations [4-6]. Isaiah lived in times similar to our post-Xn! Living 
faithfully to God was in the past. He prophesied of a time of revival!  
Many Xns today complain that the Church has lost its power/
authority/influence in the world! It no longer makes an impact or a 
difference in the world. True! Yet it is supposed to be the salt/light 
of the world - and the very hope of the world. In fact the Church was 
created for the sake of the world. The Church was created to be the 
means by which God would ‘enlighten’ people so that they would 
turn to Him and serve Him! So…what happened to the Church? 
What Happened? - The Church has minimised God - or at least His 
control/government of life! It has ‘sold’ much of its ‘God-given’ 
responsibilities to the secular world. The Church has reduced its 
function to the ‘spiritual’ realm alone, believing that as long as the 
Church had full ‘control’ of the soul, the spiritual side of life, then it 
didn’t really matter what happened about the rest! The Church 
believed that if it nurtured the soul of man the rest would fall into 
place. The soul of man was the main thing, the ‘material’ world 
could be left to the unbelievers and secular world to handle. Eg… 
The Church ‘sold-off’ education to the State! It doesn’t matter who 
teaches our children (we can correct any heresies at home and in the 
Church). As long as we evangelicals can teach in the Church and 
preach the gospel. Result…Evolution is taught as a fact! 
The Church ‘sold-off’ health-care to the State. It doesn’t matter who 
administers the medicine and attends to the physical health of our 
people, as long as we can prepare people for eternity – that is the 
main thing. Result…abortions/euthanasia commonly practiced. 
The Church ‘sold-off’ welfare/social-care to the State. It doesn’t 
matter who looks after our orphans/unemployed/underprivileged or 



the poor. We believe it doesn’t really matter. Result…social workers 
take away our children if they deem we are ‘over-religious’! 
These ‘other authorities’ have legislated against our Xn principles  – 
all because the Church has left the ‘world’ to unregenerate men to 
govern us. So the Church has made a big mistake in ‘selling-off’ 
these important areas of human life to the secular world to regulate! 
The Church minimised God  thinking the world was unimportant to 
God, or even ‘evil’! We have nothing to do with ‘social’ matters!! 
But the Church, per se, is not a subculture – ie, only a part of a 
whole national community. Rather the Church in itself, is a full, 
complete culture. It is a complete whole nation. It is not just a 
single ‘spiritual’ discipline in amongst others. 
When God began to build His Church (Israel), and separated them 
from the world, He called them to be a nation, a full-orbed culture 
– not a subculture! He called Israel out of Egypt and said to them 
you shall be for Me, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation [Ex 
19:6]  *There is no actual distinction between the spiritual and 
secular! Everything is ‘spiritual’ and created by God for His glory! 
Everything is God’s creation. There is nothing ‘outside’ of God’s 
interest, love and concern. He is glorified in all that goes on in the 
world. The whole earth is filled with His glory! Lets look at… 
The Church - a Culture, Not a Sub-culture -  God called the 
Church out to be a people (not individuals). Once you were not a 
people but now you are God’s people![1P2:10]! Paul identifies Xns 
as those whom Christ has redeemed…to purify for Himself a people 
for His own possession [Titus 2:14] This is the covenant I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord. I will put 
my laws into their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be My people [Heb 8:10]. A community! 
Peter: you are…a royal priesthood, a holy nation you are a complete 
community and you are all to be holy to the Lord! It is not only the 
tabernacle and the priests that were holy – the whole community of 
God’s ‘New Society’ were to serve the Lord! Not just the people but 
the gifts/talents that was used was holy to the Lord! Every good and 
every perfect gift is from above and comes down from the Father of 



lights [Jam 1:17] – and is to be used for His glory! God has given 
many wonderful gifts to humanity. He has kept a record of who the 
founders were of many of those gifts! Music, arts and architecture! 
Jabal…father of all who dwell in tents/livestock Jubal father…play 
the lyre and pipe…Tubal-Cain the forger all instruments of bronze 
and iron.[Gen 4:20-22]! Man was created to be creative! 
We see their use at the very beginning of Biblical history! Eve use of 
her gift of aesthetics as she dressed the garden, arranged the flowers 
and the Levites weaved the blue, purple, scarlet linen for the 
Tabernacle! Adam’s use of economics as he exploited the bdellium 
and gold and the onyx stones. Noah’s use of mathematics as he 
counted the animals and measured the Ark! Adam’s use of 
linguistics as he named the animals. Bezalel I have filled him with 
the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence with knowledge and 
all craftmanship - to devise artistic designs to work in gold, silver 
and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to 
work in every craft [Ex31] God calls people to Law/physics/biology/
accountancy/commerce/music/politics/architecture/business, etc! We 
are all called to bring Xn principles into all of these disciplines! 
Even the great movements of history not only bring glory to God, 
but are planned by Him! God uses unregenerate people to fulfil His 
purposes for His people!! Isaiah= re God who says of Cyrus he is My 
shepherd and shall fulfil all My purpose…Thus says the Lord to His 
anointed, to Cyrus whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 
nations before him and to loose the belts of kings [Isa 44:28-45:1]!  
So God is in ‘control’ of every area of life and wants every area to 
bring Him glory! God appointed the Church to be the means of 
changing the whole world, so that it would all serve Him! In order 
for that to take place, the Church has first to be a counter-culture. 
The Church as a Counter-Culture - In the beginning God gave to 
Israel the Law which included instruction regarding food, artwork, 
clothing, business ethics, hygiene, military, government practice, 
etc – the core of an entire culture! All of it was ‘holy’ to the Lord. 
These laws were suitable for that specific time and culture ie, for a 
nomadic tribe travelling through the desert to a promised land. When 



they reached the promised land, many of these laws changed to suit 
the new conditions of a settled community - see Deu 12! 
Israel were to be a complete culture in and of itself, doing every-
thing according to God’s rules and laws. That was to be a witness to 
the other nations. Israel in Palestine were to influence the nations 
around them to believe in the one living and true God! Look at the 
wonderful prophetic statement of Zechariah about the future Many 
peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in 
Jerusalem and to entreat the favour of the Lord. Thus says the Lord 
of hosts: In those days ten men from the nations of every tongue shall 
take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying ‘Let us go with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you’ [Zech 8:22]! The Israelite was to so 
life and prosper so that ungodly cultures would be attracted to it 
and even want to join and become part of the community! Of course, 
Israel failed, again and again - so prophets called them to repentance! 
But several of the prophets foretold of a future time when One Man 
would come on the scene - Someone special, anointed for the job. 
Isaiah spoke of a Man who could say in truth The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon Me… - the Lord Jesus Christ - and He will cause righteousness 
and praise to sprout up before all the nations. *But even when He 
came Israel rejected Him! But are we Xns any better than Israel? 
God Himself in Christ has come into our world and we too said No! 
We in NT times have had the privilege of the living God dwell 
among us! That’s a far greater privilege than the shadows/symbolic 
institutions Israel had which only represented X! We too have 
spurned X. Too often we are ashamed of X. We compromise, we 
betray the gospel! Friends, the question is not what has happened to 
the world but what has happened to the Church? Where is the salt/
light? The problem is not materialism/cynicism/secularism/violence/
lawlessness! The gospel has overcome all these things in the past. 
The real problem is the Church! Jesus: whoever is ashamed of Me 
and of My words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when He 
comes in His glory [L9:26] Do we want a righteous/just nation at 
this election? We complain about justice in this life! Well, there is 
only one Person who can cause righteousness and praise to sprout 
up before all the nations. The Lord Jesus Christ! 


