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The Generation Who Sees the Second Coming 
Matthew 24:32-41 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles please to Matthew, chapter 24.  The subject of our study today is 
going to be verses 32 to 41.  Matthew 24, beginning reading at verse 32.  Jesus says: 

“32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is [near]: 33 so likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is 
near, even at the doors. 34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things 
be fulfilled. 35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 

“36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 
37 But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the 
days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 39 and knew not until the flood came, and took them 
all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 40 Then shall two be in the field; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. 41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left.” 

Now as we began our study several weeks ago of Matthew chapter 24, we saw that Jesus told His 
disciples of the impending destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in verses 1 and 2, in which He 
said there would not be one stone left on top of another.  This startling prediction on the part of 
Jesus provoked three questions from His disciples in verse 3 of this chapter.  And they were, 
number one, When will the temple be destroyed?  Number two, What will be the sign of thy 
coming?  And number three, What will be the sign of the end of the world? 

And we saw in our previous studies that Jesus answered these three questions in His subsequent 
discourse in verses 4 to 31, but He did not answer them in the order in which they were asked.  
Jesus first of all answered question number three, which was, What shall be the sign of the end of 
the world?  And in verses 4 to 8, Jesus said that there would be a long period of great religious 
deception, and great political turmoil, and great natural disasters, but none of those things were 
the signs of the end. 

But then in verses 9 to 14, Jesus did describe the signs of the end and the end times that would 
immediately precede the end of the world, and He said that it would be marked by a worldwide, 
transnational persecution of all Christians, and that it would be marked by a tremendous apostasy 
of professing Christians.  And so we saw that verses 9 to 14 described the period of the great 
tribulation.  This persecution by the nations and this betrayal by their fellow Christians will not 
silence the witness of the believers.  They will endure in faithfulness to Christ until the end, and 
they will continue to preach the gospel to the whole world.  And then, verse 14 says, the end will 
come.  And so Jesus answered question number three, What will be the sign of the end of the 
world, in verses 4 to 14.   



Then Jesus proceeded to answer question number one: When will the temple be destroyed?  
Jesus does not give them a date for the destruction of the temple.  Instead, He tells them a sign to 
look for in verse 15, and goes on to tell them the danger and the difficulty those days will entail, 
and how they could escape from them, in verses 16 to 22.  And Jesus tells them that when 
someone comes to enter and defile the temple, which is the abomination of desolation spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, that this entering in to defile the temple is the sign of the imminent 
destruction of the temple, and the subsequent hardship and great tribulation that will occur.   

So these words in verses 15 to 22 are Jesus’ answer to question number one, When will the 
temple be destroyed—I’m not going to tell you when, but here’s a sign to look for, and the sign is 
when someone comes to enter and defile the temple, they’re going to be successful.  That’s when 
it’s going to happen, and therefore, you need to flee.  And it’s going to be a time of great 
tribulation.   

Now we saw that the words of Jesus in verses 15 to 22, in answering the question, When will the 
temple be destroyed, had a double fulfillment.  Initially, those words in verses 15 to 22 were 
fulfilled in 70 A.D., when Rome came and destroyed the temple and scattered the Jews.  But that 
was just the preliminary fulfillment.  The ultimate fulfillment of this prediction in verses 15 to 22 
will occur when Antichrist will enter the temple of the church and defile it by setting himself up 
as God in it.  And this, of course, further describes the great tribulation that was introduced to us 
in verses 9 to 14. 

So we saw that Jesus answered question number 1, When will the temple be destroyed, in verses 
15 to 22, saying that there will be this initial destruction of the temple that we saw occurred in 70 
A.D., but the language of verses 15 to 22 is obviously speaking of something much greater than 
that event, and that is the final great tribulation.  So verses 15 to 22 are really a further expansion 
and description of the great tribulation spoken of in verses 9 to 14. 

Jesus then proceeded to answer question number 2, and that is, What will be the sign of your 
coming?  And He answered this question number 2 in verses 23 to 31.  And Jesus made it clear in 
verses 23 to 31 what would not be the sign of His second coming when He told them in verse 23 
to 26 that His coming would not be secret, it would not be hidden, and it would not be 
clandestine.  Instead, He says, My coming will be as obvious and as universally known by all 
men as a bolt of lightning is universally seen by all who are witness to a thunderstorm. 

Furthermore, not only will His second coming be universally obvious to everyone on the face of 
the earth, it will occur immediately after the great tribulation described in verses 15 to 22.  The 
heavens will be shaken, the sun and the stars will be darkened and removed, and Jesus then, it 
says in verse 30, will visibly appear in the heavens, and all the people of the earth who have 
rebelled against Him and persecuted His people will be seized with terror and they will all be 
destroyed in flaming fire.  And the trumpet of God will sound, the angels will gather God’s elect 
from off the whole earth and bring them up to Christ, and they will return with Him in victory 
and triumph to the earth.   
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Well this, then, concludes Christ’s answers to the disciples’ three questions that they ask in verse 
3.  And so question number three, What will be the sign of the end of the world? was answered in 
verses 4 to 14.  Question number one, What will be the sign of the destruction of the temple? was 
answered in verses 15 to 22.  And question number two, What will be the sign of your second 
coming? was answered in verses 23 to 31.  And that brings us to where we concluded last 
Sunday morning. 

But Jesus is not done yet.  He has a great deal more to say about these issues, and what He has to 
say is going to stretch through the remainder of chapter 24, and clear to the end of chapter 25.  
And it will cover much more information and address many more issues than those which the 
disciples asked about.   

Now in our passage today, in verses 32 to 41, Jesus addresses two further matters regarding all 
that He had said in the previous 31 verses.  So He answers their three questions in the first 31 
verses, but He doesn’t stop there.  He still has two more issues that He wants to deal with.  In 
verses 32 to 41, He wants to clarify further two matters, one of which is the indicators of the 
second coming, and the second of which is the order in which He will deal with the wicked and 
the righteous when He returns.  These two issues are going to be the focus of our attention this 
morning, as we examine together verses 32 to 41.   

So in the first place then this morning, let us consider together that believers will be anticipating 
the second coming of Christ.  Notice if you will verses 32 to 36.  Here’s the anticipation of the 
second coming.  Verse 32: “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, 
and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is [near]: 33 so likewise ye, when ye shall see all 
these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. 34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall 
not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away. 36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my 
Father only.” 

Now one of the constant problems that has plagued the Christian church is the problem of errors 
regarding both the nature of the second coming and the timing of the second coming.  And there 
are two particular errors that are current in our day regarding the nature of the coming and the 
timing of the second coming, and these both grow out of Dispensationalism.   

The first error is that the second coming of Christ is imminent; that is, that the second coming of 
Christ, they say, could occur at any moment.  The rapture is said to be possible in the next split 
second; nothing needs to be fulfilled before it could occur.  I was over at the coast and I saw a 
big sign in a store window.  It had a silhouette of what Jesus supposedly looks like, and above it, 
it said, “Perhaps today.”  And the idea is that Jesus could come back today.  So the first error that 
is plaguing the Christian church is the error that says that the second coming of Christ is 
imminent; that is, it could occur at any moment. 
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A second error that is very current in our day and that is a fruit of Dispensationalism is that this 
coming of Christ will be like a thief in the night; that is, it will take us completely by surprise, in 
that we will have no indication before it occurs.  Believers will be as surprised as anyone else 
when the rapture occurs.   

But there is also a third error that has plagued the church, not just in our generation, due to 
Dispensationalism, but has plagued the church for centuries, and that is this declaring that upon 
such-and-such a date, Jesus will come again.  Now this error that has plagued the church for 
centuries is not one that is peculiar to our day, but it is certainly present in our day.  Date-setting 
is something that people never seem to learn not to do.   

The latest significant episode of this occurred when Harold Camping predicted the return of 
Jesus Christ in September of 1994, and then when that didn’t work out, he predicted it more 
precisely on May 21 of 2011.  He even said that it would occur at 6:00 p.m.  He said what time it 
would occur on the day.  He then went on to say that the world would be under the wrath of God 
for five months, and then it would be completely destroyed on October 21, 2011.  Well, 
obviously, he, like all date-setters, was wrong. 

Verses 32 to 36, which I have just read to you, address these three errors, and we want to 
consider together how they do so.  Now in these verses, Jesus makes it clear that we know some 
things, and the things we know prevent us from thinking that the second coming is imminent; it 
prevents us from thinking that it will be a surprise when it occurs; and it prevents us from 
thinking that we would ever possibly know the date. 

In considering together our first major point—that is, the believers will be anticipating the 
second coming—notice under that heading in the first place, the illustration given.  There’s an 
illustration given in verse 32.  Jesus says, “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch 
is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know”—you know “that summer is near.” 

Now there are some things we can know for sure.  We all know that trees bud as winter ends and 
as summer approaches.  Trees, of course, bud in the spring—the season between winter and 
summer, the season that comes just before summer.  And it can be cold and raining in the spring, 
and the wind can be blowing, but if you see the buds on the trees start to swell up, preparing to 
burst and bring forth leaves, then you know something.  And what do you know?  You know that 
summer is imminent.  It’s just around the corner.  It will come real soon.  Now you may not 
know the exact date that the weather turns and summer actually arrives, but you do know one 
thing—you know it’s close, and you know it’s real close.  That’s the illustration given, verse 32. 

Notice secondly, the explanation given, verse 33.  He says, So likewise, in the same manner, you
—when you shall see all these things, you know.  You know that it is near, even at the doors.  
And so in the same way, when you see these things, Jesus said—What things?  Well, all of the 
signs He’s been talking about in the previous 31 verses.  Jesus, in verses 4 to 31, has given us 
numerous signs as to when the second coming is going to occur. What are those signs?  Well, I 
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can tell you what they aren’t.  They aren’t the things mentioned in verses 4 to 8, right?—Great 
religious deception, great political turmoil, great natural disasters.  Those have been going on for 
the last 2,000 years, haven’t they?  Those aren’t signs of the second coming.   

But then Jesus tells us what the signs of the second coming are.  Notice verses 9 to 14.  “9 Then 
shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated”—notice—“of 
all nations for my name’s sake. 10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, 
and shall hate one another. 11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 12 And 
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 13 But he that shall endure unto 
the end, the same shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  Clearly, what is contained in 
verses 9 to 14 are signs of the end.   

Notice verse 15: “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet,”—there’s another sign of the end.  Notice verse 21: “for then shall be great 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”  
When that level of tribulation comes to the earth, that’s a sign of the end.  Notice verse 24: “For 
there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” That’s a sign of the end. 

Now there has been great religious deception going on for centuries, but this is something that is 
in a completely different category of deception, in that these people will actually be able to do 
great signs and wonders.  They’re not fakes like Benny Hinn.  They’ll actually be able to do 
miracles, like Pharaoh’s magicians were able to do when Moses appeared before Pharaoh.   

And then notice verse 29: “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken.”  That’s a sign.  Verse 30: “then”—after all these signs
—“shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven,” that is, the Son of man Himself appearing 
there.  All these signs lead up to the ultimate sign, which is Jesus appearing in the upper heavens, 
“and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” 

So we said the end times begin when Satan is loosed, and the loosing of Satan produces these 
signs we just talked about:  The Antichrist appears, claiming to be God on earth; he’s the 
abomination of desolation.  The worldwide, transnational universal persecution of Christians by 
all nations occurs—“Ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.”   

There will be this great apostasy of professing Christians, in which they will betray their fellow 
believers and betray Jesus Christ.  They will not endure to the end.  Their iniquities shall begin to 
abound.  They will be offended over the persecution that Christians get.  They will begin 
betraying other Christians and hating them.  There will be this great deception by these miracle 
working false prophets. 

!5



And then great tribulation will occur that appears to be about to kill all the Christians off the face 
of the earth.  Except those days would be shortened, no Christian would be saved alive.  And 
then the heavens will begin to shake and be disrupted, and the sun will go dark and the moon will 
go dark, and the stars will start to fall.  And those are the signs.  And when you see those things, 
then you know that the end is near, even at the door.  And until you see those things, it isn’t.  You 
go out and look at the tree?  Buds aren’t swelling—summer isn’t close.  You go out later on and 
look at the tree.  Buds are all swollen up and just about ready to break out.  You go, Summer’s 
close! 

So when you see these signs, these things that are described in verses 9 to 29—when you see 
these signs, you know that the second coming now is imminent.  You know that it is near, even at 
the doors.  Verse 33.  “so likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things,” all these signs, “know 
that it is near, even at the doors.”  Now when someone’s at the door, they are real close to coming 
into the house.  I was teaching Sunday School, and through the crack of the door I could see 
some people just outside the door.  And I started the service, and there’s some people out there.  
And I’m thinking, They’re at the door, they’re going to come in real quick.  And they did, right?   

So when you look out your window and there’s somebody at the door, you know, Well, they’re 
going to come into the house.  So when these signs occur, Jesus is real close to coming into this 
world.  That’s the explanation. 

Having seen the illustration given in verse 32, having seen the explanation given in verse 33, 
notice thirdly the assurance given in verses 34 and 35: “34 Verily I say unto you, This generation 
shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away.”  Now when Jesus says in verse 34, “This generation shall not pass,” what 
generation is He talking about?  Well He’s talking about the generation that sees the signs of 
verses 9 through 29.  This generation that sees these signs, this generation that, as it were, sees 
the tree swell up in its buds, this generation will not pass till all these things be fulfilled. 

Now I want you to notice something very carefully.  He does not say, Your generation will not 
pass till all these things pass away.  No, He’s talking to His disciples, right?  He doesn’t say Your 
generation, He says, This generation.  What generation?  The generation that witnesses the signs
—that generation will not pass until all these things be fulfilled.  In other words, when Satan is 
loosed, and Antichrist appears, and the great apostasy occurs, and the great tribulation starts—it 
will end within one generation.  The generation that sees those things will not die off before the 
second coming occurs.   

So we know the great tribulation’s going to be short in comparison to the period from verses 4 to 
8, which has been 2,000 years now.  The great tribulation, when it starts, will end within one 
generation.  It will not last longer.  Indeed, we are told it will be cut shorter, in verse 22, lest all 
the remaining believers be killed in the persecution that arises during that time of great 
tribulation.   
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Now these promises and predictions that Christ makes about all of this, He wants to assure us, 
are more solid and certain than even the universe itself.  Notice verse 35: “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away,”—when is it passing away?  Verse 29: Just before the second coming.  “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away,” but He says, “my words shall not pass away.”  Now this passing away of 
the heavens and the earth is not only described in verse 29, but also in Second Peter chapter 3, 
verses 10 to 13.  In Second Peter chapter 3, verses 10 to 13, it says: 

“10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12 looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 

So we know that heaven and earth are going to pass away, but the promises and predictions that 
Christ made in this passage will not pass away until every single one of them is completely and 
fully fulfilled just as they’re stated.   

That brings us to the fourth point.  Having seen the illustration given, the explanation given, the 
assurance given, now notice fourthly the warning given.  The warning’s in verse 36.  He says, 
“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”  
Jesus warns us, Don’t start trying to set dates.  I want you to notice something.  Jesus gives us 
signs, but Jesus does not give us dates.  We can know when it is near, but we cannot know the 
day or the hour when that nearness is signified by the appearance of the signs.   

Now what’s going to trigger the end times is the loosing of Satan.  We don’t have a clue, not one 
clue, as to the date when that will occur.  What we do have is, when it occurs, certain signs will 
be evident so that we know it’s happened.  And then we know, within a generation, it’s going to 
be over.  So don’t get involved in date-setting.  Don’t believe those who set dates.  In fact, Jesus 
was so adamant about this that He repeated Himself over in chapter 25 and verse 13.  And we’re 
going to look at it when we get there, but notice it says: Matthew 25:13: “Watch therefore, for ye 
know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh,” which is a virtual quotation 
of what He says in Matthew 24:36, when He says, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.” 

So then, let’s go over the three errors that I spoke of earlier, all right?  We want to ask ourselves 
the question, Is the second coming imminent?  That’s the error that’s floating around in our day
—Jesus could come back at any second.  Well the answer is, No.  The second coming is not 
imminent.  Not until the tree buds is it imminent; that is, not until the signs occur, in verses 9 to 
29.  Not until those signs occur is the second coming imminent.   
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Second error I spoke of: Will the second coming take the believers by surprise?  Will we be 
surprised when the rapture suddenly happens and folks just disappear?  No.  Verse 33 says, “so 
likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, [you] know that it is near, even at the doors.”  
And so it’s not going to be this thief-in-the-night type thing, okay, where we don’t know when 
it’s happening.  When it gets close, we will know.  We can know some things.  When the tree 
buds, you know summer is near.  When these signs occur, you know the second coming is right 
around the corner.   

The third error we addressed: Will believers know the date?  And the answer once again is, No.  
The loosing of Satan which sets all of this in motion could occur tomorrow, or it could occur 
centuries from now.  We have no idea of the date when the swelling of the bud will begin, when 
the signs will start to appear.  We know what the signs are, but we don’t know when those signs 
will first begin to swell and show.   

Now I want to look at a couple of parallel passages, and the first one is First Thessalonians 4.  So 
turn in your Bibles please to First Thessalonians chapter 4.  We’ll begin reading at verse 13.  This 
is a very familiar passage.  He says, “13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep,” those who have died, “that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.”  Jesus and God are the same.  “15 For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not [precede, or go ahead of those who have died]—them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God:”—this is exactly the event that’s described in Matthew 24 and verses 30 and 31
—“and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”  Now we’re going to keep reading 
and pretend like there’s no chapter break, okay?  The chapter break here is very unfortunate.   

Chapter 5: “1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.”  
That is, the time and the seasons for this second coming and this rapture and this resurrection—
you don’t need me to write to you, he says, you already know this stuff.  Verse 2: “For yourselves 
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.”  A thief in the night for 
whom?  Well for the people mentioned in the next verse: “3 For when they”—not us, they “shall 
say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief.” 

So clearly, Jesus is going to come as a thief for the ungodly, but not for the godly.  He’s going to 
come as thief for “them” in verse 3, not for “you” who are spoken of in verse 1 and verse 4.  
“But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you,” verse 1.  
Verse 4: “Ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.”  You 
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know the times and the seasons.  I’ve already told you about them.  And what are the times and 
the seasons?  They are those signs that are mentioned in Matthew 24, verses 9 to 29.   

So this pregnant period—notice, travail comes upon them as a woman with child.  Now we have 
a pregnant gal in our congregation right now.  And you know what?  She knows she’s going to 
have a baby, but she doesn’t know when, not for sure.  She doesn’t know the day or the hour, but 
she knows she’s pregnant and she knows it’s close.  But that’s all she knows.  And you see, when 
the fig tree starts to bud, that’s like a woman getting pregnant.  She knows she’s going to have a 
baby for sure within about nine months, okay?  And so in the same way, when the fig tree starts 
to bud, you know summer’s going to come in, what, two or three months, right?  So when you 
see these signs, you know Jesus is going to come in just a little bit.   

But these unsaved people don’t recognize this pregnant period, this budding period.  And so 
they’re going on as though nothing’s going to happen, and then suddenly, Boom!  Summer 
arrives, the baby comes, Jesus comes back.  The analogy’s in the fulfillment.  They’re taken by 
surprise, and it’s like, Why are you taken by surprise?  All the signs were there.  I mean, if the 
husband of the pregnant woman was shocked that a baby showed up, it’s like, Weren’t you 
paying attention?  Didn’t you see the changes in her body?  Weren’t you observing?  You’re 
taken by surprise that your wife had a baby?  And as to the ungodly, it’s like, You’re surprised 
that Jesus came back?  All the signs were there.  So we will not be taken by surprise, and this 
coming will not be secret.  When Jesus shows up, the whole world’s going to know about it, and 
then the rapture occurs.   

So is the rapture a secret event where we’re just snatched away suddenly when nobody saw it 
coming?  No.  You’re going to see all the signs, Jesus is going to show up, and every eye is going 
to see Him, and then, in verse 31 of Matthew 24, the rapture occurs, right?  So there’s nothing 
secret about the rapture.  Everybody knows when it’s going to happen—after everybody sees 
Jesus, that’s when it’s going to happen.  So there’s no secret rapture. 

The second passage I want us to look at is Second Thessalonians chapter 1: “1 Now we beseech 
you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 
2 that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter 
as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.”   

You know, people were saying, The second coming is imminent!  It’s at hand!  He’s standing 
right outside the door!  And Paul says, No, no.  No, no.  He says, verse 3: “Let no man deceive 
you by any means: for that day shall not come, except” the fig tree bud; except the signs of 
pregnancy start to manifest themselves; except the signs appear.  And what are the signs?  “A 
falling away first,” that is, the great apostasy of the Christian church; and “that man of sin be 
revealed.”  That’s the appearance of Antichrist, committing the abomination of desolation, sitting 
in the temple of the church universal, declaring himself, notice verse 4, to be God: “4 who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God,” that is, the God of the Bible, “or that 
is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” 
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So is the second coming imminent?  Paul says, No, it’s not imminent. The great apostasy and the 
antichrist have to show up first. Jesus is saying, It’s not imminent until these signs show up.  And 
when those signs show up, that generation won’t pass until it comes.  But until those signs show 
up, it isn’t imminent.   

So my first point is finished.  The believers will be anticipating the second coming.  It’s not 
going to be imminent, it’s not going to be a surprise, and they don’t know the date.  Jesus wanted 
to make that clear.  When the signs occur, then it will be imminent, and because they see the 
signs, they won’t be surprised.  And they won’t know the day or the hour, because it will be 
within a generation, and that’s a long time—that’s about forty years, in the Bible.  So they 
shouldn’t even be date-setting during the time when they’re seeing the signs.  All they should be 
saying is, The signs are here.  He’s at the door.  It’s going to come in just a little while—maybe a 
few years, maybe a decade, but it’s coming.  It’s at the door.  We can’t say that now. 

I’ll be much more brief on my second point.  Having seen in the first place that believers will be 
anticipating the second coming—and we saw the illustration, the explanation, the assurance and 
the warning—notice secondly, the ungodly will be surprised by the second coming of Christ.  
Now we won’t, but they will.  Turn back in your Bibles please to Matthew 24.   

Now the second point revolves around verses 37 to 41.  Notice the shift.  It’s talking not about 
the believers now, but about the ungodly, okay?  And in verse 37 He says, “37 But as the days of 
Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark, 39 and knew not”—and knew not.   

Now I want you to contrast that phrase with the phrase in verse 32.  Look at verse 32: “ Now 
learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know…”  Verse 39: They “knew not.”  And that’s the difference.  Believers know, unbelievers 
don’t know.  Now it’s not that they’re not warned.  I mean, did Noah warn those folks?  
Absolutely he did.  They just ignored it, blew it off, didn’t believe it, mocked it.   

And so it says, verse 39, They “knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be,” in relationship to the unsaved, is the idea.  “40 Then shall 
two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 41 Two women shall be grinding at 
the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.” 

Now we have already seen in First Thessalonians 5, verses 2 and 3, which we just looked at, that 
the ungodly will be clueless about the second coming.  They won’t notice their wife’s pregnant.  
They won’t notice the trees are budding.  They won’t notice the signs of the second coming.  
They won’t notice that Noah’s building an ark!  They’ll dismiss all of those things as being 
meaningless and irrelevant.  They will think that because the Christians are all about to be wiped 
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out, and because there is now a one-world ruler and one-world religion and a one-world god over 
the whole church, that all will very soon be peace and safety.   

Isn’t that what the one-world rulers are promising us?  If we just get rid of all national 
boundaries, all religious differences, the whole world can live in peace and unity.  They’ve been 
promising that forever.  And they think they will have achieved it when Antichrist shows up.  
Well, they couldn’t be more wrong.  At the moment of their greatest security and self-confidence 
is really the moment of their greatest danger and their imminent ruin.  In verse 39, it says, They 
knew not.  The ungodly will be marked by complacency, by security, by confidence, and by 
mockery of the warnings of impending judgment, just as they were in Noah’s day.   

So in verses 37, 38 and 39, what happened before the Flood, with reference to the ungodly, is 
exactly what’s going to happen before the second coming of Christ.  They will be utterly 
surprised by the second coming, just like a homeowner sleeping in his house is utterly surprised 
by a thief showing up in the night.  He didn’t expect him to come. 

Now I want you to notice the order of judgment and the sequence in which it will occur.  Going 
back to verse 37: “37 But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 39 and knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away.”   

Who were taken away?  Answer:  Clearly, all the people outside the ark, right?  Who are they?  
The ungodly.  The ungodly are those who are taken away.  They were taken away first.  They all 
got drowned.  What happened to Noah and his crowd?  They’re in the ark.  They’re lifted up 
above the wrath that’s falling on those below.   

Now notice verse 40: “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken.”  Now who was 
taken in verse 39?  The ungodly.  So who’s taken in verse 40?  The ungodly one.  So two shall be 
in the field, and one shall be taken and the other left.  The one that’s left is like Noah.  He was 
left.  Everyone else was taken except Noah and his family, right?  Two women shall be grinding 
at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.”  So in verse 39, in verse 40, and verse 41, 
this taking is the taking of the unsaved, in judgment, by God, to be objects of His wrath.   

Now not only the parallelism of verse 39 with verse 40 and 41 tells us that the one taken is the 
ungodly, and so therefore that could not possibly be a reference to the rapture—because in the 
rapture, it’s the godly who are taken, right?  Here, the ungodly are taken and the godly are left 
behind.  Hah!  Doesn’t that sound great?  Left behind, the believers; the ungodly are taken.  Isn’t 
that the opposite of what Tim LaHaye teaches? 

Turn please to Matthew 13.  Here we have the parable of the sowing of the tares in the field of 
wheat.  You remember the story.  The sowing of the tares is mentioned in Matthew 13, verse 24: 
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“24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed in his field: 25 but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way. 26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth 
fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, 
Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He said unto 
them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather 
them up? 29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 
them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them:”—take them 
first—but after you’ve taken them, then “gather the wheat into my barn.” 

Notice if you will Matthew 13:36: “Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: 
and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 
37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; 38 the field is 
the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the 
wicked one;:—verse 39—“ the enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 
world; and the reapers are the angels.”  There’s the designations of the meaning of the symbols.   

Here’s the interpretation, verse 40: “As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so 
shall it be in the end of this world.”  Now we’re going to get the sequence.  Here it goes, verse 
41: “The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 42 and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then”—after that—“shall the righteous shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”  Who’s going to be 
taken first?  The wicked.  The wicked are taken first and burned, and the righteous are left.   

Now turn please to Second Thessalonians chapter 1.  The Thessalonians are being persecuted, 
and Paul offers them the comfort of the second coming, and how Jesus is going to deal with the 
persecutors at that time, all right?  He says in Second Thessalonians, verse 6: “seeing it is a 
righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;”—now get this
—“7 and to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9 who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;10 when he shall come 
to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day.” 

So what’s going to happen first?  The flaming fire’s going to come and take away all the wicked.  
And then the righteous are going to glorify and admire the Lord Jesus, as they see the wicked all 
just taken away in flaming fire.   

Now, Revelation 20, verse 7: “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed 
out of his prison,” okay that’s the beginning of the great tribulation, Matthew 24:9 through 29.  
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“8 and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to battle [against the Christians]: the number of whom is as the 
sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the 
saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured 
them.”   

So here you are, you’re surrounded by the bad guys, fire comes and devours them.  Who’s left?  
The good guys, right?  One hundred percent of the wicked will be killed at the second coming by 
the flaming fire of Jesus Christ, and only the righteous will be left alive, and then the angels will 
gather them up and take them up, and they’ll meet Jesus in the air, and they’ll come back with 
Jesus to the earth.  Then everyone will be resurrected, and there will be the great judgment, and 
then, the new heavens and the new earth.  There’s no place in any of that for a thousand-year 
Millennium.  That’s why we know the Millennium began at the cross.  That’s when Satan was 
bound.  Jesus bound the strong man—Matthew chapter 12.   

So Satan’s been bound all this time.  That’s why we’ve been able to spread the gospel through 
the whole world, in spite of religious deception, in spite of great political turmoil, in spite of 
great natural disasters.  Those are just the beginning of sorrows, and during those times, Satan’s 
been sniping at us, but we’ve been able to spread the gospel through the whole world.  But one 
day, he’s going to be loosed, and that will be the end of the Millennium of protection and the 
beginning of the great tribulation.  When the thousand years are over, that’s when Satan’s loosed.  
His loosing occurs just before the second coming and inaugurates the period of the great 
tribulation.   

So turning back then, if you will, to Matthew 24, and notice the order, once again, in verses 30 
and 31: “30 and then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall”—what?
—“all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.”  They are made into toast, okay?  They mourn because they 
see the judgment coming, Jesus comes in flaming fire taking vengeance, fire comes down from 
heaven, they are done.  Who’s left?  Verse 31: “And he shall send his angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other.” 

So when you get down to verse 40, and it says, “Two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and 
the other left. 41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other 
left,” the one that’s taken is the one that’s taken in judgment when the fire falls and consumes 
them and takes them away.  And the ones that are left are the believers, for whom, then, the 
angels are going to come and take them up to be with Jesus, and so shall they ever be with the 
Lord.   

The believers will be anticipating the second coming.  They will see the signs, they will be 
following the signs, they will know that the second coming is real close, and they won’t be 
surprised at all when it occurs.  They won’t know the exact day or the hour, but they’ll see the 
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signs and they’ll know when it’s right at the door.  Jesus will not come as a thief in the night for 
them.  They will not be surprised.  The ungodly will be surprised.  They won’t see it coming, and 
when it happens, they’re going to mourn, and then they’re going to get fried.   

Second Thessalonians 1, verses 7 to 9; Revelation 20 verse 9.  The fire’s going to come and take 
them away.  So when people try to use verses 40 and 41 to describe the rapture, it’s really 
describing the judgment when the tares are gathered and burned.  Over and over again, Jesus 
says, I’m going to burn them!  The wicked—they’re going to get burnt; Matthew 13, the tares—
they’re going to be burned; Second Thessalonians chapter 1, verses 7 to 9—flaming fire; 
Revelation chapter 20 and verse 9—flaming fire.  So that’s the sequence of events.  That’s how 
it’s going to unfold.   

Now next time, we’ll begin with verse 42 and go down through verse 51, and talk about how we 
need to be living while we’re waiting for the second coming.  It’s really exciting to do this, 
because it’s just so clear and so plain, and it’s exciting because you see that Christ wins and His 
people win, and the wicked are destroyed at the very brink of their triumph.  They are destroyed 
by Christ, and thus His triumph is magnified and His people are magnified in that triumph. 

So when things are going bad, and we’re getting Supreme Court rulings that go against us, don’t 
sweat it.  The Supreme Court is showing up—His name is Jesus.  And when He shows up, all 
those rulings are all going to get overturned.  So we don’t have to worry about the ungodly and 
their apparent successes.  Let me tell you something—the wicked are going to have a lot more 
success during the great tribulation than they’re even having now.  They are going to look like 
they have totally won.  There’s just going to be a little remnant of believers left, and then there 
will be such a reversal that it will be unimaginable.  I mean, how many people got killed at the 
Flood, and how many people got saved?  In the same way, When Jesus comes back, there’s going 
to be a tiny number of people still alive to be saved physically, and there’s going to be these 
billions that are going to be taken away in the flood of fire that’s going to come.  All right, let’s 
pray.   

Father, thank you for these wonderful passages, and for this clear setting forth of how it’s all 
going to work so that we’re not surprised.  Jesus said that He’s telling us these things ahead of 
time so we won’t be surprised when they occur.   

And so, Lord, help us then to realize that things are going to get a lot worse before they get 
better, but in no way does that preclude us from living holy lives and preaching the gospel, and 
having an eschatology of victory, knowing that we will suffer for the name of Christ—but those 
who suffer with Him will reign with Him.  Help us then, Father, to have grace to be strong and 
not be among the apostates, but to be among those who lay down life for the Savior, who laid 
down His life for us.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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