
John (63): TULIP Explained, Clarified, and Applied            Hymns 10, projected hymn, 396 
 

One of the difficulties in preaching through a book of the Bible, is that on occasion there's going to be 

repetition, and thus because we've seen many of the themes in this passage already, I want to consider it more 

topically, under the broad theme of The Five Points of Calvinism...  
 

In 1610, a group of followers of Jacob Arminius (who died in 1609), drafted a complaint (remonstrance), 

against the universally believed doctrines of the Reformed Church—there were five complaints or areas of 

contention they mentioned... 
 

Eventually in 1618-1619, the church gathered 84 delegates from 20 different countries, to respond to the 

complaints of the Arminians—because they met in the Dutch city of Dort, the response is referred to as The 

Canons of Dort, and they contain 5 main headings, which largely correlate with what's commonly called The 

Five Points of Calvinism... 
 

Now, most of you will know that John Calvin died 50 yrs before the Canons of Dort (1564), and yet since he 

largely taught the same things summarized in the Canons of Dort, the teaching of the Canons, is often 

associated with his name (The Five Points of Calvinism)—these great truths, are in many ways at the very 

heart of Reformed Theology...  
 

Now, I further trust that most (if not all of us) agree, that these great truths are found in our Bibles, from 

Genesis to Revelation—furthermore, I suggest they are nowhere more clearly and consistently taught then in 

the Gospel of John, and possibly, they are nowhere more clearly found in the book of John, then in the passage 

that's before us...  
 

I.   TULIP Proved and Explained 

II.  TULIP Clarified and Applied   
 

I.   TULIP Proved and Explained   
 

1. Now—because most of us are convicted of these truths, I intend to rather briefly, limit myself to this 

passage... 

2. [1] Total depravity—this refers to the fact, that man by nature is fallen and depraved in every faculty of the 

soul... 

3. [a] His mind is darkened—his understanding is blinded to the truth about God, about himself, and about 

Christ... 

4. V20—"And many of them said, He has a demon and is mad, Why do you listen to Him"—this was view of 

Him... 

5. [b] His heart is wicked—that is, his affections are terrible misplaced—he loves evil and he hates what is 

good... 

6. V31—"Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him"—far from loving Him, they actually HATED 

Him... 

7. [c] His will is rebellious—this means, he refuses to repent from his sins and believe upon Christ for 

salvation... 

8. V16—"And other sheep I have which are not  of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My 

voice..." 

9. The point being—He has to bring them because they are lost sheep, who refuse to hear the shepherd's 

voice... 

10. [2] Unconditional election—this refers to the fact, that God elected a people for salvation from eternity 

past...  

11. Thus, throughout this chapter our Savior speaks about "His sheep"—sheep that belong to Him in a unique 

sense...  

12. V26—"you are not of My sheep" v27—"My sheep hear My voice" v29—"My Father, who has given them 

to Me..." 

13. When did the Father give these sheep to Christ—from everlasting—the Father gave His Son an elect 

bride... 
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14. From everlasting, the Son of God was given a people, He calls "My sheep"—these are given Him by His 

Father... 

15. This election was "unconditional" in that, the Father did not elect them based upon anything foreseen by 

Him... 

16. he didn't elect them because He knew they would believe, they would less rebellious, or more spiritually 

sensitive... 

17. The only reason He chose them, was because He foreknew them, or, He fore-loved them from eternity 

past... 

18. V26—"But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you"—notice what He does 

not say... 

19. He does not say—Because you fail to believe you are not my sheep, but, because you are not My sheep, 

you do not believe... 

20. The Arminians believed, that God elected people based on foresight or foreknowledge that they would 

believe... 

21. Thus, people are elected because they WOULD believe—but, this is the very opposite of what our Savior 

says... 

22. The reason these Pharisees did NOT believe, was because they were NOT His sheep, they were NOT 

elect... 

23. [3] Limited atonement—this means that Christ, came into time to die for them so as to secure their 

salvation...  

24. Jn.10:11—"The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep" v26—"But you do not believe, because you 

are not of My sheep, as I said to you..." 

25. In other words, Christ did NOT die for them, so as to pay for their sins, and SECURE their eternal 

salvation... 

26. His death was limited or peculiar for His sheep—it was an actual atonement or payment for specific 

people... 

27. [4] Irresistible grace—this means, that Christ will save them by calling them to Himself, by His word and 

Spirit... 

28. V27—"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me"—every person for whom He died 

will be saved... 

29. He will, in the day of His power, give His people live, making them willing to come to Him as Savior and 

Lord... 

30. [5] Perseverance of the saints—this means that having called them to Himself, Christ will keep them for 

Himself... 

31. He will ensure that every single sheep, has the grace and ability to endure to the end and be finally and 

eternally saved... 

32. [a] The FACT of perseverance, v28—"And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither 

shall anyone snatch them out of My hand..." 

33. The life that He gives them is NOT temporary but eternal—it is life that begins now and it never, ever 

ends... 

34. Every person who comes to Christ—"shall never perish"—the reason being, Christ perished for them on 

the cross...   

35. J.C. Ryle—"Not one of them shall be lost and cast away: not one of them shall miss heaven. If they err, 

they shall be brought back; if they fall, they shall be raised. The enemies of their souls may be strong and 

mighty, but their Savior is mightier; and none shall pluck them out of their Savior's hands..." 

36. [b] The REASON for perseverance, vv29-30—"My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; 

and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are one..." 

37. The point being—because the Father gave the sheep to His Son, He too is intimately concerned in their 

salvation...  

38. Thus notice—Christians are in the hand, both of Christ and the Father—how can this be true at the same 

time?... 

39. Well, our Savior tells us—"I and Father are one"—that is—we are one in purpose, and they are one in 

essence... 
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40. [i] They are one in purpose—the Father and Son are joined in one purpose, the fulfilment of the divine 

decree...   

41. [ii] They are one in essence—"I and the Father are one"—that is, not one person, but they are ONE in 

essence... 

42. Now—before I leave this point, I want you to notice how these 5 points logically and theologically relate 

to one another... 

43. In other words—it's impossible to separate them from each other—each one necessarily relates to the 

others...  

44. I can perhaps summarize them all in this statement—salvation is of the LORD—it is all because of His 

grace... 

45. Or else, I could summarize them into three points—GOD SAVES SINNERS—and, God saves them on 

purpose... 
 

II.  TULIP Clarified and Applied   
 

A. It fuels evangelism  
 

1. One of the common objections to these truths is that they discourage evangelism, and hinder the great 

commission...  

2. But such an objection simply ignores the plain truth, that the greatest evangelists and missionaries were 

Calvinists... 

3. In fact, I could go so far to assert, that far from hindering evangelism, these great truths actually fuel 

evangelism... 

4. Thus, at this point, I want to suggest three reasons The 5 Points of Calvinism, fuels or encourages 

evangelism...  

5. [1] The extent of God's love—this is the first thing that needs clarifying—we do not deny that God loves 

all men... 

6. There is a special love that God has for His elect, but there is also a general love that He has for all 

humanity... 

7. Thus, here I want to rather briefly suggest three wonderful ways, God's love is evidenced even for the non-

elect... 

8. [a] He tells mankind lost about Christ—by "mankind lost" I mean all men by nature, including the non-

elect... 

9. Without doubt, the greatest proof of God's universal love, is that He commands His gospel to be preached 

to all men...  

10. Mk.16:15—"Go into the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized 

will be saved..."  

11. I trust we all agree, that the death of Jesus Christ, is the greatest display of God's love out of all of His 

works... 

12. Augustine—"The cross was a pulpit, from which Christ preached His love for the world"—that is, the 

whole world... 

13. What is the message that Christians are commissioned to tell sinners—well, it is fundamentally a two part 

message... 

14. First, we are to tell sinners about God's holy law, His justice, and their sin—this could be called the BAD 

news... 

15. Secondly, we are to tell sinners about God's love, His grace, and the cross—this could be called the GOOD 

news... 

16. J.I. Packer—"The belief that God is sovereign in grace does not affect the genuineness of the gospel 

invitations, or the truth of the gospel promises. Whatever we may believe about election, and, for that 

matter, about the extent of the atonement, the fact remains that God in the gospel really does offer Christ 

and promise justification and life to 'whosoever will.' 'Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 

shall be saved'..." 

17. [b] He provides for mankind lost in the gospel—that is, in the gospel of Christ, there's salvation for all who 

hear... 
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18. The free offer of the gospel, is the greatest display of God's love for mankind, because in the gospel He 

gives His Son... 

19. Now—I've used that word intentionally—He GIVES His Son—He doesn't merely OFFER His Son, but 

GIVES Him... 

20. Mk.16:15—"Go into the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized 

will be saved..." 

21. Our Savior commands us to preach the gospel to every man—what is the gospel, but the message of 

Christ... 

22. The good news is a message about God's love in Christ—about Christ's death, burial, resurrection, and 

ascension...  

23. My dear friends, poor sinners are to be told about God's love in Christ, about what Christ has done in His 

cross... 

24. What are poor sinners to be told, but because of God's love, there's in the gospel a dead and living Savior 

for them... 

25. For example—let  me use an illustration that Spurgeon once used, to show what is provided sinners in the 

gospel offer... 

26. Let's say the gospel is an apple, which, according to some people, is offered to all only in theory and not 

fact... 

27. Thus, a man may tell someone about the apple, he may describe it in all its glory, show it, and then put it 

back in his pocket... 

28. This is how some think the gospel should be preached—Christ died for sinners, satisfied God's wrath, but 

it's not really for you... 

29. The gospel is described in all of its glory, the cross is shown them, but sinners are not encouraged to touch 

or eat... 

30. But this is in contrast to Scripture, which commands us not only to describe the apple but press the apple 

to the lips of sinners... 

31. Preachers must tell sinners (all sinners without exception), that the apple is for you, God gives you the 

apple in the gospel... 

32. The gospel is NOT merely a delicious apple actually given ONLY TO A SELECT FEW—but to every 

person... 

33. Let me put it plainly—in the gospel of God, Jesus Christ, as crucified and glorified, is given to every 

person... 

34. Canons of Dort—"The death of the Son of God is the only and most perfect sacrifice and satisfaction for 

sin; and is of infinite worth and value, abundantly sufficient to expiate the sins of the whole world..."   

35. The atonement of Christ, was sufficient, had God intended it, to expiate (take away) the sins of the whole 

world...  

36. This is simply another way of saying—there is a sufficient amount of apple, for every person who hears 

the gospel... 

37. God doesn't offer in the gospel, what He hasn't made provision of—He doesn't offer an apple that He 

doesn't have... 

38. My dear friends, no sinner every perished for the lack of a Savior—there is in the gospel blood and 

righteousness for you... 

39. Let me suggest another illustration—let's say a wealthy man invites numerous guests to come over for a 

feast... 

40. Let's say, he asks 100 people to come, and he tells every guest invited, there is sufficient meat and drink 

for them... 

41. This is similar to the gospel invitation—what is this message but—Come to the table for all has been 

prepared... 

42. Matt.22:4—"Again, he sent out other servants, saying, Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my 

dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding..."  

43. Come to the wedding—ALL THINGS ARE READY—this is the gospel invitation—there's provision for 

you... 

44. But—here we must be careful, for the gospel invitation isn't merely an invite to partake of the benefits of 

the gospel, but to have Christ Himself... 
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45. Perhaps another way of saying this would be—Christ offers Himself to sinners in the gospel, and not 

merely His benefits... 

46. Jn.7:37—"If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink" Matt.11:28Coem to Me, all you who labor and 

are heaven laden, and I will give you rest" Rev.3:20—"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me..." 

47. Jn.6:51-54—"I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will 

live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world. The 

Jews therefore quarrelled among themselves, saying, How can this Man give us His flesh to eat? Then 

Jesus said to them, Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His 

blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will 

raise him up at the last day..." 

48. [c] He desires that mankind lost believe and be saved—that is, He has revealed in Scripture what pleases 

Him... 

49. Historically, Reformed Christians have made the distinction between God's secret and revealed will (or 

desire)... 

50. His SECRET will—this refers to His sovereign desire or decrees—this always comes to pass without 

exception... 

51. His REVEALED will—this refers to His sincere will or desire, as made known in the Holy and Sacred 

Scriptures... 

52. I've called this aspect of God's will "sincere" because, His commands and invitations are real expressions 

of desire... 

53. Thus—when God commands or invites sinners to come to Him for salvation, He truly desires them to 

come... 

54. Exek.33:11—"As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 

wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of 

Israel..." 

55. Accordingly, when Christians preach the gospel to sinners, they do so knowing that God desires them to 

believe... 

56. Canons of Dort—"As many as are called by the gospel, are unfeignedly called. For God has most earnestly 

and truly shown in his Word, what is pleasing to him, namely, that those who are called should come to 

him. He moreover, seriously promises eternal life, and rest, to as many as shall come to him, and believe 

on him..." 

57. Do you know what pleases God?—that those sinners who hear the gospel, would from the heart, embrace 

it... 

58. [2] The power of the gospel—by brethren, the hope of the preacher is not in the sinner but in the gospel of 

God... 

59. Rom.1:16—"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 

everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek..." 

60. [3] The certainty of success—that is, these truths ensure that God has an elect people who He will bring to 

Himself...   

61. 2Tim.2:10—"Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation 

which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory..." 

62. J.I. Packer—"The sovereignty of God in grace gives us our only hope of success in evangelism...So far 

from making evangelism pointless, the sovereignty of God in grace is the one thing that prevents 

evangelism from being pointless. For it creates the possibility—indeed, the certainly—that evangelism 

will be fruitful. Apart from it, there is not even a possibility of evangelism being fruitful. Were it not for 

the sovereign grace of God, evangelism would be the most futile and useless enterprise that the world has 

ever seen, and there would be no more complete waste of time  under the sun than to preach the Christian 

gospel..." 
 

B. It promotes humility  
 

1. Nothing more humbles the heart, then to know, that the whole of my salvation is the result of God's free 

grace... 
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2. Thus, I suggest these great truths promote humility, in two ways—they remind us what we are by nature, 

and they remind us who made us to differ...  

3. [1] They remind us what we are by nature—these great and sobering truths, portray man as a very evil 

creature...  

4. And do you know what—this is the primary reason these doctrines are often denied and despised even by 

professing Christians... 

5. Most people reject these truths not because of election, irritable grace, perseverance, or even limited 

atonement... 

6. What is most offensive to native man is the doctrine of Total Depravity—man hates the truth about 

himself...  

7. But—this is NOT true for true and/or mature Christians—because these truths serve to humble us before 

God... 

8. A true Calvinists knows NOT to trust himself, for he knows that within him there is no strength or 

wisdom... 

9. 1Tim.1:15—"This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners, of whom I am chief..." 

10. A sure and necessary mark of a TRUE Calvinist is distrust of self—he knows there's nothing good in him 

by nature... 

11. [2] They remind us who made us to differ—these great truths are the reason we do NOT look down upon 

others... 

12. [a] Sinners—I have often thought—fewer things are less-becoming for Christians, than to look down upon 

sinners...  

13. Christians are NOT ashamed to tell the truth and call it as it is, but this is far from portraying yourself as 

better... 

14. YES—Christians are DIFFERENT—but who has made them to differ—have they made themselves to 

differ... 

15. NO—who know, if you think about it, Arminian Christians may have reason to boast, but NOT Calvinist 

Christians...  

16. Another sure and necessary mark of a TRUE Calvinist is humility—he knows he's no better than anyone 

by nature... 

17. Let me put this plainly—those Christians who look down upon sinners, and mock and ridicule them, are 

not good Calvinists... 

18. [b] Saints—that is, these great truths remind us, that it's only God's free grace that differs us from other 

believers... 

19. 1Cor.1:26-31—"For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many 

mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the 

wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and 

the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are 

not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him you are 

in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God – and righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption – that, as it is written, He who glories, let him glory in the LORD..." 

20. Walter Chantry—"One great benefit of the biblical truths called Calvinism is that they humble men in the 

dust. They make a man feel that 'the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the 

foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and purifying sores.' When 

this truth has seeped into the innermost man, he can no longer live for himself, but cries with Job, 

'Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.' Calvinism that does not humble has missed its 

mark..." 
 

C. It provides comfort  
 

1. Dear brethren, surely this is a necessary consequence to these truths—they provide a sense of confidence 

to the soul... 

2. [1] If I have done nothing to earn His favor, I can do nothing to lose it—God's love for me, isn't contingent 

upon anything I have done or do... 
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3. This does NOT deny, that my awareness and sensible enjoyment of this love, is contingent upon what I 

do... 

4. My knowledge and enjoyment of God's love for me, is known to the degree that I love and obey His holy 

word... 

I am not suggesting that my relationship to God remains identical, in every sense, regardless how I love or 

act...   

5. But—ultimately speaking, God loved me from everlasting, way before I ever did anything GOOD or 

EVIL... 

6. Rom.9:11-13—"Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad – in order that God's 

purpose in election might stand: not by works but by him who calls – she was told, The older will serve 

the younger. Just as it is written: Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated..." 

7. Oh my friends, how unfortunate it is, that this text has become a source of contention, conflict, and 

debate... 

8. The simple truth is this—God loved Jacob from everlasting, BOT because of anything Jacob would ever 

do... 

9. Thus—this logically means—God will always love Jacob regardless of what Jacob does or what He does 

not do... 

10. [2] If He has started the work within me, He will of necessity finish it—He will always enable me to love 

Him... 

11. No thing or person, can snatch me from the Shepherd's hand—I, along with every other sheep, will endure 

to the end (My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me)... 
 

D. It fosters adoration 
 

1. That is—these great truths of Calvinism ought to result in hearts that overflow in loving and adoring 

worship... 

2. Those who rightly come to see the gracious and sovereign love of God in Christ, will respond with 

adoration...  

3. Here again is another necessary mark of a TRUE Calvinist—he is not only an evangelist, humble, but a 

worshiper... 

4. Let me briefly show you this truth, from a text or two, both are found in the New Testament letters of the 

apostle Paul... 

5. Eph.1:3-14—"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ..." 

6. The apostle Paul then lists 5 great blessings, that are given to God's dear people, in the person of Jesus 

Christ... 

7. [1] Predestination (v4), [2] Adoption (v5), [3] Redemption (vv7-10), [4] Inheritance (vv11-12), [5] Sealing 

(vv13-14)... 

8. But—it's not so much the blessings that I am here after, but the wonderful response of Paul to each of the 

blessings... 

9. V6—"to the praise of the glory of His grace" v12—"to the praise of His glory" v14—"to the praise of His 

glory..."  

10. Three times throughout this blessed passage, the apostle provides this recurring chorus—"to the praise of 

His glory..." 

11. The apostle Paul could hardly pen these great themes, without erupting in adoring praise, worship, and 

adoration... 

12. Oh my dear friends—this is true and historic Calvinism—it erupts in heart-felt and adoring praise and 

worship... 

13. Rom.11:33—"Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 

are His judgments and His ways past finding out..."     
 

E. It demands holiness   
 

1. My dear friends, when you rightly understand the Five Points of Calvinism, you will submit to God in 

loving obedience... 


