
1 Cor. 11:17-22 (WCF 29:3-4) “All Together”

For the Children: Imagine that you have had to go to a birthday party of someone you really do not like.  You give 
them a present, but think to yourself, “I wish I didn’t have to give them anything!”  You sing “Happy Birthday to 
you….” But you are thinking, “I don’t really mean this!”  It doesn’t feel very honest.  It is even more dishonest when 
God’s people sit at His Table, but do not love each other as they should.  The Supper is about the Lord Jesus sharing 
with us and we sharing with each other because we are all together joined to Him.  Sharing bread and wine together at 
the Table pictures these truths.  What we are inwardly thinking and feeling should match what the Supper teaches, not 
go against it.  Questions: What were the 3 main problems with the Corinthian celebration of the Lord’s Supper?  What 
should the Lord’s Supper be like?  Why should the Supper involve the whole congregation?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Way It Shouldn’t Be
• There Shouldn’t Be Divisions: The Corinthian church had several factions – followers of different leaders of 

the church, such as Paul or Apollos; rich and poor; Jews and Gentiles; those with certain extraordinary gifts 
and those without.  Such factions may be necessary in God’s plan, for showing which members are approved 
by Him and which are acting badly.  But that does not excuse those who act contrary to the very nature of the 
Supper.  The Supper is about unity (1 Cor. 10:16)

• There Shouldn’t Be Self-Centredness: Some at the Lord’s Supper/Love Feast in Corinth were rushing to feed 
themselves, not waiting for others.  Some were getting too much and some too little.  This kind of self-
centredness was also contrary to the unity signified in the Supper

• There Shouldn’t Be Greed: Some were greedy for food or wine.  Their priorities should have been the glory of 
the Lord, worship of Him, love of the brethren and fellowship with them, care for the poor.  These problems 
were such that the apostle cannot praise the Corinthians i.e., he must offer constructive criticism.  Their 
celebration is so far off the mark, it cannot even be called a proper Lord’s Supper (v. 20)

Second Point: The Way It Should Be
• A Proper Celebration: We may see what the Supper should be by setting forth the opposites of the above 

problems.  The Celebration should be a remembrance of Christ, and a proclamation of Him until He comes 
again, in unity, other-centredness, sharing and fellowship with one another

• Minister and Congregation: This description has implications for the role of the minister in relation to the 
congregation.  The minister partakes with the other communicants.  He does have a special role in 
administering the Supper (1 Cor. 4:1).  He alone is called to preach the Word and administer the “visible 
Word.”  No one may take this honour to himself (Heb. 5:4).  But he is also part of the congregation, in 
fellowship with his brethren, partaking of Christ as they are.  See Ezra 6:20 and Mk. 14:33f.  All the disciples 
who are of sufficient maturity should take part together.  Thus we oppose the error of Rome by which only the 
priest took the wine

• In an Assembly: This emphasis on unity of the whole congregation also speaks against Rome’s practice of 
holding private masses.  But the apostle states that the Supper is NOT like eating and drinking in one’s own 
home, privately.  There must NOT be a situation where some receive and some do not.  He warns against 
“despising the church” (v. 22) and speaks of “Meeting together” (vss. 17, 20) because the Supper is a 
congregational ordinance.  It was similar with the Passover (Ezra 6:20-21).  See also Mk. 14:23, Lk. 22:17, 
Acts 20:7, BCF 35 and WCF 29:3-4.  Those who share in Christ should have the opportunity to be there (1 
Cor. 10:16), rather than just a portion of the congregation

• In Spiritual Unity: Sharing the one loaf and common cup becomes a kind of lie, from our side, if we allow 
serious divisions to build up – over issues, offences, or by ignoring sin   

Conclusion:


