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The specific Gospel which Mark presented in the Gospel of Mark was the good news that any 

Jew, who would be baptized first in   water   by John and then baptized later by the   Spirit   of 

God, would be able to enter the Kingdom.  This message is clearly presented in the opening 

chapter of Mark (Mark 1:4-8, 14-15).   

 

When Christ told these disciples to preach the Gospel, they certainly had no concept of the 

Pauline Gospel of Romans, which would be written several years later.  The good news these 

disciples thought of was that just mentioned. 

 

(Grammatical Matter #2) - The participle “believed” is an   active   participle.  16:16a 

 

What this means is that the individual is actively involved in the act of believing on Jesus Christ.  

The individual, from his perspective, participates in the action of placing his or her faith in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

(Grammatical Matter #3) - The participle “baptized” is a   passive   participle.  16:16b 

 

What this means is that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is an action which the person receives.  He 

is the recipient of the action, not the source of it.  Notice the issue of action for the individual is 

in believing or not believing.  Upon this very issue hinges salvation or condemnation.  When a 

person chooses to believe on Jesus Christ, he is the recipient of a baptism that saves, which is 

Spirit baptism and it is this baptism that guarantees one shall not be condemned. 

 

Now Christ is challenging His eleven to preach and teach this good news to all creation, not just 

to Jews.  In other words, any who will believe on Christ will be baptized with the Holy Spirit and 

eternally saved.  These disciples were given this directive from Jesus Christ. 

 

Question #5 - What would be the proof or evidence that this apostolic message was true? 

                            Mark 16:17-18 

 

At this time, only Jews believed they had a true relationship with God.  Christ was now telling 

His apostles that they were to take this message of faith and Spirit baptism to everyone.  By faith, 

any who would believe on Christ, will share in the Kingdom of God (John 1:12; 3:3-6).  Christ 

was fully aware that He was sending these unbelieving   apostles   into an unbelieving   world  .  

They were proclaiming a new message concerning God’s new international program and as a 

result, He promised these eleven that certain signs would accompany them as they carried out 

this assignment. 

 

(Sign #1) - The   demonic   sign.  Mark 16:17a 

 

This was a special apostolic ability to be able to recognize who was demon-possessed and in 

recognizing it to be able to cast out the demon.  This was a special apostolic power given by 

Jesus Christ to the apostles (Luke 9:1-2).  It was this very sign that helped substantiate the 

apostolic ministry of Paul, soon after taking the Gospel to Europe (Acts 16:16-18).   
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What about those today who claim they can cast out demons, like the apostles?  They are not 

apostolic and they are not of God.  In fact, we have a very specific answer about this–they are 

satanic (Matthew 7:21-23) and as we near the end, more and more of these people will surface. 

 

(Sign #2) – The   language   sign.  Mark 16:17b 

 

Tongues was an apostolic sign gift, which demonstrated that God’s Gospel was in fact reaching 

out to people of other languages.  Obviously if the assignment given to these eleven is to present 

the Gospel to “all” of God’s creation (16:15), they need some way to communicate that message 

into many foreign languages of people.  Since there was no Bible yet written, these apostles 

needed some supernatural way to carry out this task, which was the “gift of tongues.”  It is no 

coincidence that Paul said, “I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all” (I Cor. 14:18).  It 

is also no coincidence in the same chapter that Paul said, “There are, perhaps, a great many kinds 

of languages in the world, and no kind is without meaning” (I Cor. 14:10).  The apostle who took 

the Gospel the greatest worldwide distance was Paul.  He spoke to more people in more 

languages than any other apostle. 

 

(Sign #3) - The   protective   sign.  Mark 16:18a 

 

During the infant days of the Church Age, Satan and his forces literally wanted the apostles dead. 

When the apostles started proclaiming truth, Satan raised up religious leaders and political 

leaders who wanted to destroy them (Acts 5:29-34).  Many times in Acts we learn that the 

apostles were protected from death (5:17-26; 9:20-29; 12:1-11; 14:19-20). 

 

Although we have no record of poison ever being given to the apostles, we do have a record of  

a deadly viper biting an apostle and the poison from the snake’s bite did absolutely no harm to 

that apostle, who was Paul (Acts 28:1-6).  Clearly God was supernaturally protecting these 

apostles to carry out their mission until it was complete and then He took them home. 

 

The Lord knew that the apostles would face terrible, satanic, hostile hatred and he divinely 

protected them so that they might fulfill their mission.  Satan could not stop them (Luke 10:18-

20).  The Apostle John would write several years later that he knew the theology of this, that 

Satan could not touch the believer in the very context of death (I John 5:18*, 16-17). 

 

Today’s snake handlers, who are bitten and then swell up to a grotesque look, if they don’t die, 

are ignorant, foolish people who are either satanic or playing into the satanic mindset.  They 

come across as a bunch of kooks, which they are, who obviously have no concept whatsoever  

of rightly dividing the precious Word of God. 

 

(Sign #4) - The   healing   sign.  16:18b 

 

The apostles were given a special ability to heal people (Acts 3:1-8; 5:12, 15-16) and even raise 

people from the dead (Acts 9:36-43).  It is clear from the fact that even Christ’s disciples had to 

summon the Apostle Peter in order to perform an apostolic healing (Acts 9:38). 
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These were apostolic powers that enabled the eleven to carry out their Mark 16 commission.  By 

the way, all of these signs followed the apostles–one could not pick one or two, they were all 

operative. 

 

Question #6 - What was the response of the eleven?  Mark 16:19-20 

 

After the Lord had been received into heaven and after they had been baptized with the Spirit, 

they got busy and preached everywhere and did the Lord’s work and all of these signs followed 

them.  Through their ministry, Jews realized that Gentiles could be in the Kingdom of God and 

Gentiles realized they could now have a relationship with the God of the Jews.  Through the 

signs, the Word of God was confirmed by the apostles and many believed.  These signs ended 

with the apostles, but their message remains in writing. 

 

Question #7 - What were some of the unique things the apostles did in Acts? 

 

  1) They received   verbal   messages from Jesus Christ (Acts 1:4-5; 9:4). 

  2) They   visually  , literally saw the resurrected Christ (Acts 1:9; 9:1-8/I Cor. 9:1). 

  3) They promoted a   communal   life (Acts 2:41-47). 

  4) They healed people who had been   crippled   from birth (Acts 3:1-11; 14:8-18). 

  5) They could   kill   people who told lies or stole (Acts 5:1-12). 

  6) They could heal people with their   shadow   (Acts 5:12-16). 

  7) They could get out of   jail   by direct angelic acts (Acts 5:18-19; 12:5-19). 

  8) They could   raise   people from the dead (Acts 9:37-40). 

  9) They could heal people with their   handkerchiefs   (Acts 19:11-12). 

10) They were instantly   delivered   from a poisonous, deadly snakebite (Acts 28:1-6). 

 

Every one of these signs were things God did with these apostles.  These were “all” apostolic 

confirmatory signs that verified the truth of the apostolic message (i.e. Acts 14:8-18).   

 

The book of Acts is not a book designed to teach things that should happen in a local church.  

The book of Acts is a book that describes the specific acts and actions of the apostles of Jesus 

Christ as they followed His orders and assignments (Acts 1:2).  Acts traces the transitional 

ministry of the apostles as they begin a new epoch program we know as the Church Age or Age 

of Grace.  In fact, the word “apostle” appears more in the book of Acts than any other book of 

the Bible.  To disregard this fact is to miss the entire thrust of the book. 

 

Ever since page 107 of these notes, the subject has been the gift of tongues.  As we have 

carefully studied this subject, we may objectively conclude that tongues was a gift which existed 

during the days of the apostles, but as the Apostolic Age was being completed and as the 

Scriptures were being written, the gift, in and of itself, ceased (I Cor. 13:8). 
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Gift #9 - The gift of   service  .  Romans 12:7; I Peter 4:11 

 

The particular Greek word for this gift “service” is diakonos, from which we get our English 

word   deacon  .   What this means then is that this gift is very   serious   and very   sacred   in  

the mind of God.  

 

As a gift, what this word means is that a person will have a supernatural burden to minister and 

serve in the local church.  One with this gift has a supernatural drive to minister to others and 

serve others in the context of the local church.  The word “serve” does not specify the precise 

area of service, leaving open the door for one with this gift to serve in a variety of ways.  Dr. 

Paul Enns says that one important way this gift seems to manifest itself is that it ministers to 

others and serves others who have physical need.  He cites as one example the life of Onesimus, 

who “served” or “ministered” to Paul when he was in prison (Philemon 10-13).  Onesiphorus is 

another one who “served” or “ministered” to Paul when in chains (II Tim. 1:16-18).  If this be 

indicative of the gift, one with it would certainly look for opportunities to minister to those 

faithful to the Lord in the context of the church (Hebrew 6:10) (Paul Enns, p. 275). 

 

The primary sense of this gift is to serve and minister for God in the context of serving and 

ministering to others in the church.  There are many ways in a local church where this gift can  

be used to glorify God–cleaning, helping, building, meals, decorating, nursery, mowing, singing, 

visiting, playing instruments, etc.–ministering for God by serving in His Church.  Many times 

the faithful use of this gift will be less conspicuous than more public gifts, but it is not less 

significant in the sight of God. 

 

Gift #10 - The gift of   helps  .  I Cor. 12:28 

 

The word translated “helps” is a beautiful Greek word.  It is a word which presents the idea of 

helping someone by helping to take their   burden   and putting in on one’s self.  The burden is 

not specified, which means the utilization of the gift is not specified, leaving room for a limitless 

number of ways that this gift may be utilized.  The word is similar to “serving,” but not the same.  

One with this gift will have a supernatural drive to serve in behalf of others.  Those with this gift 

will have a supernatural desire to help lift the burdens of others as they minister and serve 

together in the context of the local church.  They serve God by making life easier for others. 

 

Gift #11 - The gift of   faith  .  I Cor. 12:9 

 

The gift of faith is a supernatural ability to   trust   God and have   confidence  in God and His 

promises in the face of situations and circumstances that are humanly   impossible   (i.e.  

I Cor. 13:2).  We may conclude that this gift is an   abiding   gift throughout the entire Church 

Age and not a temporal gift (I Cor. 13:13).   

 

Every believer has a certain measure of   faith  .  In fact, the very word “believer” indicates this 

important truth.  Without faith it is impossible to please God in any way (Heb. 11:6).  Every 

believer has been   saved   by faith and continues to   develop   by faith. 


