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The Crumbs from the Lord’s Table 

Mark 7:24-30 

Series:  Christ Our Focus 
 

1. Introduction – 

a. Christ leaves and goes among the gentiles 

b. Here he is received with more faith than he is at home. 

i. The faith, often demonstrated by gentiles, was greater 

faith than that ever demonstrated by the Jews.   

ii. John 1:11  He came to his own, and his own people did 

not receive him. 

c. The Pharisees in the previous story are concerned with 

traditions while this woman is concerned with mercy and grace. 

i. Those with the law are far from a pure heart and she that 

was without the law, demonstrated that it was written on 

her heart. 

 

2. Verse 24 – Gentile territory and Secrecy 

a. Jesus leaves – the wording speaks of decisiveness. 

i. Tyre had fought with the Seleucians against Israel and 

the curse of God had been pronounced against them in 

Ezekiel 26:17. 

ii. They were hated by the Jews and yet Jesus  comes to 

their land. 

1. Christ goes to all people. 

iii. In going to Tyre and speaking to a Syrophoenician 

woman, Christ expands the ministry of the Messiah. 

iv. Gender, ethnicity, religion, geography are never taken 

into consideration in the New Testament. 

b. Christ is wanting a time of respite.   

c. Christ could not be hidden –  

i. Christ shines forth in the darkness.   

 

3. Verses 25-26 – a woman 

a. Mark omits the following –  

i. Matthew 15:22-23  And behold, a Canaanite woman 

from that region came out and was crying, "Have mercy 

on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely 

oppressed by a demon."  (23)  But he did not answer her 
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a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, 

"Send her away, for she is crying out after us." 

ii. She comes to the Lord as a beggar. 

1. falling at his feet 

iii. Notice the disciple’s understanding of Grace 

iv. What would the Pharisees have offered her? 

b. This woman shatters the Lord privacy 

c. If in our previous  study food cannot alienate us from God, than 

neither can be a gentile alienate us from God. 

i. Acts 10:34-35  So Peter opened his mouth and said: 

"Truly I understand that God shows no partiality,  (35)  

but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what 

is right is acceptable to him. 

 

4. Verses 27-28 

a. Christ tells her that Israel must be fed first. 

b. It is not right to give the bread of the children to the dogs. 

i. To the Jew, dogs were considered some of the filthiest 

animals – very different than the American view.   

1. They ate carrion, garbage, and corpses. 

2. False prophets were called dogs. 

3. The Old and the New Testament dogs were viewed 

as unclean. 

ii. Christ is, therefore, calling this gentile the worst of 

names.   

c. Do Gentiles have a claim in relation to the Jewish claim on 

God. 

i. Jesus uses the word tecknon – biological children 

ii. She uses the word – paidion – children and slaves 

iii. The change in words suggests that the woman 

understands the mercies of God to extend beyond ethnic 

Israel. 

iv. Christ uses the word for house pet – Kynarion – not the 

word for mongrel 

1. In essence – the doges will be fed but not before 

the children. 

d. The woman’s reply shows that she understands Israel’s 

privilege better than they do and is willing to sit and receive 

that which they discard.   
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i. When dogs eat crumbs, they do not rob the children.  

They simply take what has been discarded.  They take 

what is theirs.   

 

5. Verses 29-30 

a. This woman demonstrates more faith and understanding than 

Israel, the Pharisees, and the disciples. 

i. Matthew 15:28  Then Jesus answered her, "O woman, 

great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire." And 

her daughter was healed instantly. 

b. She is the first person recorded to understand a parable of Jesus.   

i. She answers Jesus from within the parable demonstrating 

that she understands the requirements of the Kingdom of 

God.   

c. She has sparred with Jesus like Jacob did. 

i. Genesis 32:28  Then he said, "Your name shall no longer 

be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God 

and with men, and have prevailed.” 

ii. She is a female Jacob.   

d. As a gentile – she is a better Israelite than Israel. 

i. Romans 9:6-8  But it is not as though the word of God 

has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 

belong to Israel,  (7)  and not all are children of Abraham 

because they are his offspring, but "Through Isaac shall 

your offspring be named."  (8)  This means that it is not 

the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but 

the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 

e. She was not offered a separate revelation but the same and she 

bowed before the Lord.   

f. Your class does not matter.  Your heritage does not matter.  

Your socio-economic status does not matter.   

i. Gentiles had great faith 

ii. Matthew 8:8-12  But the centurion replied, "Lord, I am 

not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say 

the word, and my servant will be healed.  (9)  For I too 

am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I 

say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and 

he comes, and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  

(10)  When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to 

those who followed him, "Truly, I tell you, with no one 
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in Israel have I found such faith. (11)  I tell you, many 

will come from east and west and recline at table with 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 

(12)  while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into 

the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth." 

 

6. Benediction –  

a. Romans 2:28-29  For no one is a Jew who is merely one 

outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical.  (29)  But 

a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, 

by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but 

from God. 


