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MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE 
 (SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2014) 

SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 1:26-31 
HEBREWS 2:1-9 

INTRODUCTION 

Consider the evolutionary time perspective. 

- Big Bang – 14 billion years ago 

- Earth coming into being – 4.54 b.y.a. 

- Man, Homo sapiens – 200,000 y.a. 

- Compress 14 billion years into one day. Man has been around for about 1 second. 

- For over 99.99% of the earth’s history according to evolution, man has had no place. 

- Why would you try to reconcile such a ridiculous worldview with God’s truth or think it is anyway 
compatible? 

- What did Jesus say about the creation of man in relationship to the beginning? 

Mark 10:6 But from the beginning of the creation, God “made them male and female.’ 

- Sometimes Christians are accused of pitting science against God’s Word. Not at all. 

- We are talking about the word of man vs. the word of God. Which one will you truly follow? 

- If you deny what Scripture says, you end up either exalting man into God or you logically end up with 
total despair and absolute loss of meaning. 

- Judgment is the result for both paths. 

 

- Consider in review the view of God and man from Genesis 1. 

- Genesis 1 magnifies the Creator. 

- Man had absolutely nothing to do with the creation of the world. 

- Scripture frequently puts you in your place. 

- But Scripture also shows you who you truly are before your Creator, before a holy and righteous God. 

- The God who created and sustains all of creation made you in His image. He made you according to 
His likeness. 

- I don’t think we consider this truth as often as we should. 

- Rejoice in your creation in God’s image and your salvation through the God-man. 
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- We will consider Genesis 1:26-31 in two parts, vv. 26-28 and vv. 29-31. 

 

1. YOU ARE CREATED IN GOD’S IMAGE, VV. 26-28 

Gen. 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 
all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  27 So God created man 
in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  28 
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and 
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” 

- We have observed patterns throughout this chapter. 

- And God said (10x) 

- God saw that it was good (6x) 

- Sometimes there are changes that should cause you to pay closer attention to the text. 

- What change do we see at the start of verse 26? 

- Let Us make… 

- The verb make or made is used in other places in Genesis 1. See for example verses 7, 11, 12, 16, and 
25. 

- Here the verb is plural in Hebrew. This stands out. 

- Why is this a plural verb? 

- This is a question that has puzzled commentators and theologians for thousands of years. 

- Different explanations have been given. 

- I believe we correctly see that God was giving a foundation for that which later would be made more 
clear. 

- Listen to the comments of Robert Letham from his book, The Holy Trinity. 

Many of the Fathers saw in Genesis 1:26 a reference to the Trinity. While this was concealed 
from the original readers and from the OT saints as a whole, the Fathers were not a variance 
with the trajectory of the text…The NT does not refer to everything, but it does give us the 
principle that the OT contains in seed form what is more fully made known in the NT.1 

                                                
1 Robert Letham, The Holy Trinity, 20. 



Page 3 of 7 - 2/16/14 

- I believe this interpretation is justified by the surrounding verses. 

- It is the Triune God who makes man in His image 

man who is made male and female, who is made 

to have fellowship with the Triune God. 

- Henry Morris makes an excellent observation that other places in the OT record as it were the 
conversation of the Triune God. 

- Psalm 2:7; Psalm 45:7; Psalm 110:1 

NT: John 17 and other passages 

- There is so much in Genesis that should lead you to praise and desire also to further study and reflect. 

- Verse 26 is a wonderful summary verse for the entire chapter. 

- God’s sovereign power 

- Man made in God’s image 

- Man given dominion under God over the animals and the earth. 

- One of the key words: image. 

- The other key word: likeness. 

- Best understood that these two words are synonyms. 

Gen. 5:1 This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created man, He 
made him in the likeness of God.  

Gen. 5:3 And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and begot a son in his own likeness, 
after his image, and named him Seth. 

- What does it mean that we are created in God’s image? 

- Theologians and commentaries have given extensive answers, not always in agreement. 

- What would Genesis 1 and 2 indicate? 

- Dominion over creation which means intelligence, creativity, and discovery and appreciation of 
what God has made. 

- Unity and Diversity – male and female, yet in marriage one flesh. 

- Fellowship with the living God 

- Since God is a spirit, it is not simply that we look like God.  

- Our physical body has been created in such a way that it gives testimony to the truth – man is 
created in God’s image. 
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- Henry Morris again well observes: 

There is something about the human body therefore, which is uniquely appropriate to God's 
manifestation of Himself, and (since God knows all His works from the beginning of the 
world—Acts 15:18), He must have designed man's body with this in mind. Accordingly He 
designed it, not like the animals, but with an erect posture, with an upward gazing 
countenance, capable of facial expressions corresponding with emotional feelings, and with a 
brain and tongue capable of articulate, symbolic speech.2 

- The word dominion is a verb that could also be translated as rule over. 

- Verb is used in Leviticus to speak of not ruling over your fellow Israelite with rigor. 

- Solomon’s great dominion is described in 1 Kings 4:24 

- Psalm 72:8 speaks of the dominion of Jesus Christ as being from sea to sea. 

- God has given to man rule over that which God has created. 

- Five categories: fish of the sea, birds of the air, cattle, all the earth, every creeping thing. 

- Under God’s authority, you are able to enjoy proper authority over what God has made. 

- Basis for the proper use and development of resources for man’s blessing and enjoyment. 

- It calls you to appreciate what God has made. 

- There is no place for laziness, ignorance, and lack of care. 

- Look again at verse 27. 

- Third use of the verb created (1, 21, 27) 

- In verse 1, clearly it speaks of God’s creation out of nothing. 

- Genesis 2:7 – The LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into His nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living being. 

- Man is then not created out of nothing, but the verb created emphasizes this great work of God. 

- This another argument against any evolutionary idea of man’s origin. No, man is made in a most 
special way and then called to exercise rule and dominion in fellowship with God.  

- And God did this not 13.999 billion years later, but on the sixth day of creation. 

- Emphasis on man created in God’s image (2x) 

- Male and female he created them. 

- Man – adam 

- Male and female – created in God’s image. 
                                                
2 Henry Morris, The Genesis Record, 74. 
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- There are only two sexes and so therefore only 2 genders. 

- Facebook now lets you choose either male, female, or now 56 other gender choices. 

- These range from non-binary, transsexual, two spirits, neutrois, gender questioning3 

- If you are going to deny God’s order, then chaos is what you are going to get. 

- We must seek to make sure we give witness faithfully to truth and the only hope for a chaos-filled 
world. 

- Verse 28 is similar to verse 22, yet there is a difference. 

- And/Then God blessed them, and God said to them… 

- It is significant that the final two uses of the expression “And God said” are not used in creating but 
now in directing man in terms of his blessed duty and provision from God. 

- Christians are often accused of giving simplistic explanations. You just say, God did it. 

- But how do evolutionists explain the amazing ability given to animals and to humans in terms of 
reproduction? 

- What evidence is there that this amazing process could have just come into being in a completely 
undirected fashion? 

- How is it scientific to believe in evolution but simplistic to understand that God is the one who has 
blessed men and women in such amazing ways? 

- As I mentioned last week, the theme of blessing that we see here is a key theme throughout the book 
of Genesis and all of Scripture. 

- Your duty before God is only possible through His blessing. 

- Do you sincerely seek the blessing of God in your life? 

 

2. GOD PROVIDES FOR HIS CREATION AND SEES THAT IT WAS VERY GOOD, VV. 29-31 

Gen. 1:29 And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the 
face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food.  30 Also, 
to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
in which there is life, I have given every green herb for food”; and it was so.  31 Then God saw 
everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning 
were the sixth day. 

- Verse 28 and verse 29 – God’s words to man 
                                                
3 http://www.slate.com  
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- Man from the very beginning was made to receive the word of God. 

- Wouldn’t it be wonderful to hear the voice of God in a similar way? Certainly. 

- You have access to the word of God! What a shame we neglect so often the word of God and instead 
seek other things to fill the void. 

- What do we see in verses 29 and 30? 

- First, man and animals were created to be vegetarians. 

- Second, we clearly see a difference between plant life and animal and human life. 

- Important to stress this significant difference. 

- Hugh Ross and others try to argue that plant death from the beginning goes against the proper 
teaching that before the fall there was no death. 

- Plants and trees are an amazing part of God’s creation but they are not described in the terms of Gen. 
1 as living creatures. 

- Some try to argue, why do animals like lions have such fierce looking teeth if they were originally 
vegetarian? 

- Sharp teeth can have other purposes than just eating meat. 

- Camels have sharp looking teeth in the front of their mouth. They mainly eat thorny vegetation, twigs, 
date stones, bushes, leaves, seeds, wheat bones, dried grass, and if given fish meat.4 

- CMI has two interesting articles on vegetarian lions. 

- One lion lived in the US from 1946 to 1955 and spent its entire life without eating meat. It refused to 
eat any meat. 

- Another lion, Lea the Spaghetti lioness, lived for 7 years in Rome without eating any meat. It was 
later transferred to South Africa where it started eating meat. 

- Obviously humans can live also entirely on plants and fruits. 

- Not a surprise that man and animals were created originally as vegetarians. 

- This does not mean that post-fall and post-flood this is somehow the ideal way of living. There is 
absolutely no Biblical basis for this claim. If some choose that as their preference, that is a choice that 
they must make under the Lordship of Christ just as those who choose to eat meat must do so under the 
Lordship of Christ. 

1Cor. 10:31   Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God. 

 
                                                
4 http://animalstime.com/what-do-camels-eat-in-the-desert/ 
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- Look again at verse 31. 

- Here the seventh appearance of the repeated phrase it was good. 

- But there are several differences. What are they? 

- Here God views everything that He had made. 

- The word indeed or behold gives added emphasis 

- Very good 

- How does the attempt of merging Scripture and any aspect of evolutionary theory ever work with any 
honesty? 

- The sixth day ends with the same expression found for all the other days. 

- It is not an embarrassment to believe in God’s truth. 

CONCLUSION: 

Rejoice in your creation in God’s image and your salvation through the God-man. 

Heb. 2:10   For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.  
11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which 
reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,  12 saying:  “I will declare Your name to My 
brethren;  In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.” 

13 And again:  “I will put My trust in Him.” And again:  “Here am I and the children whom God has given 
Me.” 

Heb. 2:14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself 
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil,  15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. 

 

Prayer 

Hymn 110 

 

BENEDICTION – JUDE 24, 25 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless  Before the presence 
of His glory with exceeding joy, To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty,  

Dominion and power, Both now and forever.  Amen. 


