
1 Pet. 3:17-18 (WCF 29:2) “Once-for-All”

For the Children: Imagine you have a library fine for an overdue book.  You cannot afford to pay, so your parents 
kindly call in to the library and take care of it.  How would you – and your parents feel, if the library called you and 
said, “We know your fine has been fully paid, but we still want you to pay a little more each week.”  Well, the Lord 
Jesus has completely paid the penalty and debt we owe God for our sins.  It is ridiculous to suggest that anything more 
can be added to that to help us deal with our sins.  Our sins are completely forgiven if we believe in Him!  We may 
already say now, “There is no condemnation for me!”  Questions: How was the Lord Jesus our “Substitute”?  How 
effective was His work on the cross – what did it accomplish?  How does knowing this help us cope with suffering?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Christ’s Once-for-All Suffering
• The Just for the Unjust: Peter is encouraging persecuted believers to endure, to be willing to “suffer for the 

sake of righteousness” (v. 14).  Hence he points out that the Lord Jesus suffered as One who was completely 
just and righteous.  He did so for the sake of God’s righteous plan – to suffer for our sakes, because of our sins. 
V. 18 teaches Substitutionary Atonement – Christ suffering in our place, on our behalf, to pay our debt to God.

• Once-Off: Christ’s death on the cross was “once off” - the “final settlement,” fully and finally effective in 
paying our debt to God, and removing the guilt of our sins.  This is in contrast to the repeated sin-offerings of 
the OT priests (Heb. 7:27, 9:6f and 10:1f.  In Jer. 31:34, the prophet contrasts the old and new covenant – God 
will no longer remember the sins of His people in the new covenant.  God would be unjust to drag our sins out 
again, having legally satisfied His own justice on the cross (Jn. 5:24).  Therefore there is now NO 
CONDEMNATION for us (Rom. 8:1).  The RC Mass insults the work of Christ by denying all this, and 
arguing that the repeated sacrifice of Christ by the priest at the Mass completes Christ’s work on the cross. 
Both WCF 29:2 and LD 30 take this as a very serious error

• To Bring us to God: Christ’s once-for-all work was also effective in “bringing us to God.”  Again, the tense 
implies something once-off.  We have already been brought into God’s presence, spiritually, and that cannot be 
repeated by the Mass

• Dead in the Flesh, Alive in the Spirit: Though there is debate about Christ having been “made alive in the 
Spirit,” it is best to see this as referring to the work of the Holy Spirit – for in the Spirit, through Noah’s 
preaching, Christ was preaching to the wicked in that time.  Most rejected His Word then, too.  But He 
triumphed over them, and they are now suffering in hell (“prison”).  So don’t fear their intimidation (v. 14) but 
sanctify Christ as Lord (v. 15).  We may be persecuted for a time, but we share in His victory

• All Forgiven: The implication of this text is that all our sins – past, present and future – are forgiven through 
the work of Christ.  This is no excuse to sin, but should lead to praise, thanks and obedience.   Those who use it 
as an excuse to sin are not entitled to the assurance it holds forth

Second Point: Our Call to Suffering
• Why We Suffer: Believers still suffer because we are still sinners (redeemed sinners!) living in a fallen world. 

The world still persecutes God’s people because it hates Christ.  The Lord also “trains out” the sin that remains 
in us.  In addition, how we deal with suffering provides a witness to the others.  As those who share in Christ, 
we share in His suffering as well as His glory

• The Lord’s Will: For the above “righteous” reasons, God wills that His people still suffer – though He wills 
that some will experience more of it than others.  When we submit to the “will of God” in such experiences, 
we are “suffering for the sake of righteousness”

• For the Right Reasons: We should make sure that when we suffer it is for the above right reasons, and not 
because we are acting badly and receiving our “just deserts.”  Unbelievers will sometimes suffer for a cause, 
but they cannot suffer for the sake of righteousness, or receive the assurance we do

Conclusion:


