
“Laodicea: Wretched, Miserable, Poor, Blind, and Naked” 
Revelation 3:14-22 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
          Revelation #10 
The risen and exalted Christ ministers to His church at Laodicea. 
 
 
1.  Jesus’ Rebuke                       vv. 14-17 
 
    (1) How Jesus Presents Himself   “These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness,  
                    the Beginning of the creation of God.”  
          - Significance:  Directly related to Jesus’ rebuke           
    and His counsel to renewed dependence upon Himself (vv. 18-20) 
          - Meaning:     
 Jesus is the One in whom all of God’s promises are fulfilled! 
 

 
 
 
 

 Jesus is the One who brings infallible and powerful testimony of the truth! 
 

     - cf. 1:5; 3:7 
 
 
 Jesus is the sovereign inaugurator of the new creation! 
 

     - cf. 1:5    “the firstborn from the dead:” 
            1:18  “He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore” 
                     
 
 
 
            
    (2) Jesus Knows all about this church!                   “I know your works, 
                                   that you are neither cold nor hot. 
          -1- Her condition: spiritually ineffectual!                I could wish that you were cold or hot. 
                       So then, because you are lukewarm 
 - Illustrated in Laodicea’s dilemma   ...I will vomit you out of My mouth.” 
                             concerning physical water:  Not refreshing 

                    No healing benefit 
 
 
 - “I am about to vomit you out of my mouth” 
 
 
 
          -2- Her arrogant, deluded view of herself!  “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, 
                                   and have need of nothing’”  
                          
 
                
 
 
 
          -3- Her true condition        “and (you) do not know that you are wretched,  
         miserable, poor, blind, and naked” 
 

                
 
 

2.  Jesus’ Counsel                      vv. 18-20 
 
    (1) He calls them to come to Him      “I counsel you to buy from Me  
                to obtain all that they lack.        gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich;  
          and white garments, that you may be clothed... 
          - How to “buy?”        and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.” 
 
 
 

          - True gold, garments that truly adorn the life, true spiritual sight 
 
 
 
 
 
    (2) He calls them to repentance!   (19)                     “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. 
          Therefore be zealous and repent.” 
          - He still regards them as dear children! 
 
 
 
 
    (3) He calls them to a renewed                “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  
   fellowship with Himself!   If anyone hears My voice and opens the door,  
                I will come into him and dine with him,  
          - cf. Song of Solomon 5:2                  and he with me.” 
 Lk. 12:36-37 Parable of the Returning Master 
 
 
 
 
 
   3.  Jesus’ Promise              vv. 5-6 
 
       (1) The Promise                 “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne,  
           as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”  
 

            -1- The Condition: “He who overcomes”    
 

 - Characteristic of all true saints 
 - Descriptive of the character of the Christian life 
            
                    
 
            -2- The Reward: Reigning with Jesus!    
 

 - The pattern seen in Jesus: He overcame and entered into His reign.     
     
 
 
 
 
        
       (2) The Call to Hear     “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
 

             - The admonition is to be received by all   

            


