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Last week we looked at Christ and His power.  In Revelation 3:7 He describes Himself as “These things saith he 

that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no 

man openeth.”  This is the God who opened the door to heaven, opened the grave, and opened the Holy of Holies.  

He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the Father but by Him (John 14:6).  Today we want to 

look into the start of the appearances of Christ. There is so much that we can learn.  He is the one who went ahead 

to open the door, but His appearances also show us that He came to us to bring us in.  Let’s start today with His 

appearance to a special lady, Mary of Magdalene. 

 

 History of Mary Magdalene 

◦ False:  She has been thought to be the prostitute that washed Jesus’s feet with her tears in Luke 7, the 

woman caught in the act of adultery in John, and even the wife of Jesus and an adversary of Peter.   She 

has even been said to be the “one whom Jesus loved,” i.e. the author of the book of John.  This is all 

false slander.  Fake news. 

▪ Slander is used by the enemy to discredit and obstruct.  It has been widely used.  Falsehood is the 

enemy’s territory and lies are his language. 

▪ John 8:44-45 “
44

 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 

speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  
45

 And because I tell you 

the truth, ye believe me not.” 

▪ This is why we must build on God’s word.  Only here do we get truth. 

◦ The real Mary 

▪ Luke 8:1-8 “
1 

Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, 

preaching and bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him, 
2
 

and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities-- Mary called Magdalene, out 

of whom had come seven demons, 
3
 and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, 

and many others who provided for Him from their substance. 
4
 And when a great multitude had 

gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, He spoke by a parable: 

 
5
 A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was 

trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it.  
6
 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, 

it withered away because it lacked moisture.  
7
 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang 

up with it and choked it.  
8
 But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a 

hundredfold.  When He had said these things He cried, He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 

 Mary had been a demon-possessed woman.  She is identified as having had 7 demons.   

 We can also believe that they had caused some infirmities in her. 

 She followed when others started to fall away and to have the gospel closed to them. 

◦ He was teaching in parables. 

◦ Luke 8:9-10 “
9
 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, What does this parable mean?  

10
 And 

He said, To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the 

rest it is given in parables, that seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not 

understand.” 

◦  Luke 8:20-21 “
20

 And it was told Him by some, who said, Your mother and Your brothers 

are standing outside, desiring to see You.  
21

 But He answered and said to them, My mother 

and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.” 

◦ Luke 8:26-27 “
26

 Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite 

Galilee. 
27

 And when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city 



who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in 

the tombs.” 

 She is listed first among the women. 

◦ Christ had women who followed Him.  Dog, gentile or a woman. 

▪ Gospel gives positions, but also gives value as a created being with equal access to God. 

God chooses and appoints who He wills, where He wills. 

◦ 12 references to the women who followed Christ and Mary of Magdalene in particular.  Only 

in John is she not the first one mentioned! 

◦ John 19:25 
“
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary 

the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.” 

◦ Mary’s Love for Her Savior. 

▪ John 20:1-2 “
1
 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it 

was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 
2
 Then she ran and came 

to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, They have taken 

away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 

▪ John 20:10-11 “
10

 Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. 
11

 But Mary stood 

outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb.” 

 She was the one left after all the others had gone.  The women had seen the angels while Mary 

was running to get Peter and John.  Peter and John had seen them while Mary was coming back. 

 Mark 16:8 “So they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they trembled and were 

amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” 

▪ John 20:12-13 “
12

 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, 

where the body of Jesus had lain. 
13

 Then they said to her, Woman, why are you weeping?  She said 

to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 

 Mercy Seat is now open and the True One is guarded by the two real angels, not representations 

 They ask a good question, “Why are you weeping?”  There is no cause for weeping.  The way is 

open, our debts are paid, love has come, truth has come, God has gained the victory… Why? 

 Her eyes were still closed.  She was talking with angels and didn’t stop her weeping.  She loved 

greatly, but it shows that God is the one who must open a person’s eyes. 

▪ John 20:14 “
14

 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and 

did not know that it was Jesus.  Until Jesus opens our eyes, we can’t see.  She knew Jesus, but 

didn’t!” 

▪ John 20:15 “Jesus said to her, Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking? She, 

supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where 

You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 

 God cares, but even His questions are teaching.  (Why do you call me good?  Who do men say 

that I am?  Over 300 questions, everyone that I found in looking at was for our teaching, not for 

His information. 

 Can any of you by worrying add a single moment to your lifespan? Matt 6:27 Worry 

 Why are you anxious about clothes? Matt 6:28 Worry 

 Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye yet fail to perceive the wooden beam in 

your own eye? (Matt 7:2) Judgmental attitudes. 

 Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles? (Matt 7:16) False teachers 

 Why are you terrified? (Matt 8:26) Rebukes the storm. 

 Do you believe?  Matt. 9:28 – Power to work, but the foundation was Who Am I? 

▪ John 20:16 “Jesus said to her, Mary! She turned and said to Him, Rabboni! (which is to say, 

Teacher).” 

 John 10:3 “To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out.” 



◦ Reality of salvation.  1.) Holy Spirit imparts a faith that these promises are for me.  God has 

spoken them to me.  2.) There is also a knowledge that I have been forgiven.  Peace with 

God, and 3.) Lastly there is a love poured out in our hearts.  Sometimes in greater excess, but 

always there. 

 Only once do I see this title used by someone who doesn’t believe.  Teacher, Master, Lord. 

▪ John 20:17 “Jesus said to her, Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go 

to My brethren and say to them,`I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and 

your God.” 

 Don’t hold me back. 

 Go to MY brethren and say to them. 

◦ She had loved much and so she was loved much in return.  She is honored by being given a 

message.  The other women were afraid.  Mary of Magdalene, obeys. 

◦ My brethren – There is a permanent bond now.  God has tabernacles with us.  Dwelt with us 

and became one of us to save us.  They are my brethren.  We are now family and friends, 

brought close by God. 

 Notice the message. 

◦ My Father and your Father – Christ bought God to us 

◦ My God and your God. 

▪ First time was on the cross “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

▪ Now He is the representative for man and He knows God.  MY God and YOUR God. 

 

Have you met this Lord?  Have you wept at the cross and waited at the grave until you heard your name called.  

That is what is offered, but that is also what is needed.  Many pass by, they look at Christ and offer a quick prayer 

almost like throwing a penny in the fountain for luck.  May I encourage you to pray, to wait until you hear your 

name called and your eyes are opened?  You want to know that you are saved and you can.  Wait on the Lord. 

 

 

Prayer …..   “Now May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. Amen.”   (2Co 13:14 NKJ)  In Jesus Name 

 

Sing the Doxology....  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creature, here below..., Praise Him 

above you heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 


