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Eugene J. Polley lived his entire life in the Chicago area, where he worked 

for Zenith Electronics for 47 years. Hired as a stock boy during the 

Depression, he eventually became an engineer with 18 patents to his 

credit. But his most famous invention would become known as the TV 

remote control. 

In 1950, Zenith released a product called Lazy Bones, a cumbersome 

device tethered to the TV by a long cord. Zenith's founder demanded 

something better. So in 1955 Mr. Polley produced an innovation called the 

Flash-Matic, a ray-gun remote control sold just as TV sets were making 

their way into every American home. "Absolutely harmless to humans!" the 

Flash-Matic ads promised. Within decades, a television could be found in 

practically every American home, and nearly every TV set had a remote to 

go with it. 

At one point in his life, Polley had high hopes for his invention. He said, 

"Maybe I did something for humanity—like the guy who invented the flush 

toilet." But although the TV remote has helped the disabled and elderly, it 

has also been blamed for contributing to obesity, sparking marital spats, 

and causing many TV viewers to "zone out" as they "channel surf." For 

many people, a TV remote control has become a symbol for convenience 

and even laziness. As John Ortberg once half-jokingly wrote, "Life without 

the remote control is an unbearable burden for the modern American 

family." 

Towards the end of his life, Polley seemed to regret some of these negative 

consequences of the TV remote. He said, "Everything has to be done 
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remotely now or forget it. Nobody wants to get off their fat and flabby to 

control [their own] electronic devices." 

We begin a two-part sermon series this morning… through a book of the 

New Testament… which I am convinced the author has written to our 

“remote-control-crazed” culture.  We expect effortless solutions to our every 

whim and desire.  We have been lulled into a laziness that expects instant 

results with little to no struggle.   

In the church… our culture’s “Convenience is King!” mentality comes head-

to-head with many New Testament passages… including the entire book of 

Jude… which we open our study of… this morning.  The key verse of this 

one chapter book… (found just before Revelation)… is verse 3. 

Jude 1:3 (ESV)  
Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for 
the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.  

 

Warren Wiersbe wrote… concerning Jude’s letter: 

“The atmosphere of this letter is "military." Jude had started to write a 
quiet devotional letter about salvation, but the Spirit led him to put 
down his harp and sound the trumpet! The Epistle of Jude is a call to 
arms…” 

Jude explains his whole letter by writing: “I found it necessary to write 

appealing to you contend for the faith…”  This word… (contend) comes 

from a military term that speaks of a strenuous… intense… determined 

struggle to conquer the enemy.  
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The Christian life is a war in which we must daily contend with the enemy. 

Jude speaks of being relentlessly committed to the faith.  

 

Contrary to popular opinion the Christian life is not simply an easy ride to 

Heaven. … Too often the gospel is presented in such a fashion that it 

almost makes the sinner feel that he is doing God a favor by getting saved. 

People are led in a cheap "1-2-3 repeat after me… 4-5-6 hope it sticks" 

prayer. … And then they are sent out with little or no discipleship to get 

others to repeat the same little ditty. … This is a sad truth about many 

professing Christians. They have repeated a prayer… but nothing has 

changed. … Biblical Christianity calls for absolute commitment. It is 

something that we are to be earnest about. Christianity is worth doing right!  

 

May we… who call Him our Savior… give ourselves wholly to Him… and 

not allow a “remote-control-crazed” culture… overshadow what God’s Word 

tells us… how we are to be.  

 

As we get started… I think that it is important… for us to know… who it is… 

that is giving us this instruction.  Who is the author of this letter…? 

Jude 1a 

Since the author of this epistle was the brother of James… this would make 

him the half-brother of our Lord Jesus Christ… (Jude is the son of Joseph 

and Mary.) … … Jesus’ Own brothers did not believe in Him while He was 

ministering.  (There is a story… related to us in John… chapter 7… about 

His brothers mocking and goading Him to go to Jerusalem… if He really 

thinks He is the Messiah). … But after the Resurrection… James was 
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converted (as we see in 1 Cor. 15:7)…  and we have every reason to 

believe that Jude was also saved at that time. … In Acts 1:14… we are 

informed that Jesus’ brothers (plural)…  were part of the praying group that 

was waiting for the Holy Spirit to fall… in that upper room. 

The fact that Jude does not boast that he is the brother of Jesus… makes 

this letter more credible.  The first century had many letters circulate to the 

churches… which were phony. (They are called “pseudo-pedographa” or 

“false writings.”)  They came from people claiming to have authority… and 

teaching wrong doctrines.  One easy way to spot these phonies was by 

their boastfulness in the opening.  Jude does not do that.  

Most scholars believe that Jude (the brother of Jesus) wrote this letter… to 

the same group of believers to whom Peter wrote his two letters.  Peter had 

prophesied that false teachers would come and infiltrate the church. 2 

Peter 2:1 is one of Peter’s warnings… 

2 Peter 2:1 (ESV)  
But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon 
themselves swift destruction.  

  

Jude now writes to these same believers… because he sensed that they 

had been lulled into a spiritual sluggishness… while the apostates had 

indeed come in… and were now among them.    … Their wake-up call is a 

wake-up call to us… as well.  Not only do we have apostates who come 

around to our churches today (in person)… but we also have them infiltrate 

our midst through books… magazines… television programs… and 

internet.  Joel Olsteen is one of the most famous ones on the scene today. 

… There are also many other “faith-propserity” movement preachers… and 
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presenters of “The power of positive thinking” nonsense that seeks to 

replace (or at least overshadow) the true Gospel of the Scriptures. 

Jude 3b - 4 

Now that we have seen WHO wrote this letter… and WHY he wrote it… 

let’s take a look at the AUDIENCE… to whom Jude wrote.  

Jude 1b 

“Called”… “loved”… and (what?)… “kept”…  … … If I wanted to… (and I 

am almost tempted)… I could preach at least three sermons from these 

three adjectives… that describe us… as believers. …  We have been 

“called.”  We are “loved.”  …and (just as true as the first two)… we are 

being “kept.”  … … It is VITAL that we understand these to be true about 

us… BEFORE we go out and contend for the faith.  

I am not going to break them apart into three distinct sermons… and the 

reason is… primarily… because I think Jude gave us this trio… to be 

understood together… as a unit.  … While Jude… no doubt… wanted his 

readers to think of the implications of each separate word… it was the 

overall impact… that I think… was most important to him.  

Jude’s letter is asking us to contend for the faith… but we need to know 

the base from which we can do that. … Jude reminds us that our success 

in contending for the faith… is in God's hands… for He has called us… 

loves us… and He will keep us – all through the struggle.. that this letter 

seeks to engage us in…  

So Jude's letter begins with this point…  and… (you know what?)… it ends 

with this point... as well.  … In verses 24-25 (when we get to it)… we will 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jude+1%3A24-25
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see that he again reminds his readers that God will keep them… and the 

power to do so lies in God Himself… and in Him alone.  

That is why… both at the beginning and at the end… Jude makes this 

immensely important general point: We are a wonderfully privileged 

people belonging to God who continues to keep us and protect us.  

Let us now (somewhat briefly) look at the individual words that Jude used. 

Jude says that believers are called. Salvation is the result of the call of 

God. The whole ministry of Jesus was calling sinners to repentance and 

salvation. 

Matthew 11:28 (ESV)  
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 

Called is a word often attached to God's people. It expresses the close 

relationship we have with God and reminds us of God's desire to save 

people from judgment. But it does much more than this. The background to 

this word is found in the Old Testament where we are reminded that in 

'calling' His people to Himself - God took the initiative and brought Israel 

into being. 

The Biblical view of God's 'call' to His people is that it is effective. In this 

sense God's call is what produces and keeps His covenant people… so 

that they can live holy lives that will be a witness to other people and other 

nations. 
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Isaiah 42:6 (ESV)  
“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by 
the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a 
light for the nations,  

The apostle Paul also made it clear in Romans 8:30… 

Romans 8:30 (ESV)  
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

This is the sense in which Jude uses the word. For those who belong to the 

Lord… the word (“called”) is full of encouragement for it reminds them that 

God has taken the initiative because he loved them, and it reminds them 

that he will keep them and see them through to glory—which is just what 

Jude goes on to say. 

“loved by God the Father” - again reminds us of the call of God and the 

reason for his call. God's call involves us being caught up in and 

surrounded with his love. We are brought into a community in which God 

actively works out his love on our behalf. … It is not… that Christians 

specially deserved God's love and favor. This is God's unmerited favor to 

His people — His grace.  

I do want to take a little more time with this third word… (“kept”.)  You 

see… just last Sunday… as Patti and I drove away from the church… my 

wife asked me… “Are you ever going to preach on the topic of whether or 

not a Christian can lose their salvation?” … She told me that she has been 

having several conversations with people in our church on this topic… and 

in recent weeks… I have too.  “I just wish that you would take a Sunday 

and clear this matter up,” she said, “or teach a special class on it.” 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A30
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She knows that I prefer to preach expository sermons… (verse by verse 

through books of the Bible)… and not topical sermons.  So she was not 

very surprised when I answered that I would - whenever we come to a 

verse that addresses it. … She then told me that she was going to make 

this a matter of prayer.  

Since we had just finished Philemon… Patti asked what book I would be 

preaching from next. (I think she had pretty much given-up on the topical 

sermon idea… especially when I answered “Jude.”)  … But… this week… 

as I began to study Jude’s letter – there it was!  I could not even get 

beyond the very first verse! … I think God… was controlling the 

conversation of two of His knuckle-heads… and He has quite a sense of 

humor… doesn’t He?  

Jude (verse 1) refers to his readers as those who are kept by Jesus Christ. 

The word for “kept” means "carefully watched and guarded." … It is a very 

strong word that means “preserved.”  The believer is secure in Jesus 

Christ.   … Jude says that the believer is preserved in Jesus Christ. … 

Praise God! … What a wonderful security the child of God has!  

Sincere Christians often ask if a saved person can ever be lost again. 

Sadly… many believe and teach that it is possible for a saved person to sin 

and become lost. … However… the Bible teaches that those who are truly 

saved shall never perish.  

John 10:28-29 (ESV)  
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand.   My Father, who has given them to me, 
is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand. 
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Can we snatch ourselves out of the Father’s hand… by choosing to sin…?  

Only if we are greater than Him… is the point that Jesus makes… and 

guess what…?  We aren’t !  

By believing in Christ… the Christian receives a salvation that cannot be 

taken away or forfeited. … Nothing can separate the believer from the love 

of Christ. This is not to say that a believer will never backslide, for many do. 

If a person looks like they once were a vital part of a church… possibly 

even leading a Bible study… or proclaiming the Gospel to others… but they 

fell away… and never came back – this is what the Apostle John says… 

1 John 2:19 (ESV)  
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of 
us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might 
become plain that they all are not of us. 

I believe that the Bible clearly teaches a doctrine we call “eternal security.” 

What does the phrase Eternal Security mean? … Eternal security simply 

means that once an individual has put his faith in the finished work of the 

Lord Jesus Christ… and the Lord saves him… then he is saved forever. 

…As Jude says… he is preserved in Jesus Christ. There will never be a 

time… from that day forward… in which he is not saved. … He cannot lose 

his salvation. … It cannot be taken from him. … He cannot give it up. … He 

cannot sin it away. … He is saved and secure for eternity. … Look carefully 

at this next verse that I want to show you… (It can mean nothing else!) 

John 5:24 (ESV)  
Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but 
has passed from death to life.  
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Notice the verbs that Jesus used. (These are very important.)  “Whoever 

hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life…”  It does 

not say he “might have” eternal life.  He has eternal life!  Eternal life is a 

present possession of all who are saved. … Also notice the last part of 

John 5:24 - but has passed from death to life. … ““Whoever hears my 

word and believes him who sent me has passed from death to life.” 

Someone might say… “So what…?  This only establishes that a person (for 

the time being) presently has it…”   

I once had a green Buick super sports car.  The first car that I ever bought 

on my own was a 1972 muscle car that I wish I still had.  When I married 

Patti… I fully possessed it.  (It could say that it was a present possession.) 

… But you know what…?  I am not any sort of a mechanic… and I abused 

that car.  I did not change the oil regularly enough… and I ran it into the 

ground.  … Because I abused my possession… I no longer have it.    … 

Can we not do this with salvation… abuse it… and lose it…? 

I say “no!” and here is why… Our salvation is a free gift from God.  And 

God called us unto salvation.  … Now here is what needs to be seen… 

God does not take back the gifts and the calling that He gives.  

Romans 11:29 (ESV)  
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

So… if you ever possessed it… you still do.  … According to the Apostle 

Paul… It is irrevocable!  … I am not guessing about this.  This is not my 

opinion.  This is not according to my own… or someone else’s logic. 



11 
 

Those who (like me) hold to this Bible doctrine of Eternal Security are 

simply exercising faith in what God has said. … … When Jesus says… 

Hebrews 13:5 (ESV)  

“I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  … - We believe that.  

When Jesus said… 

John 6:37 (ESV)  
All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to 
me I will never cast out. … …   - We believe Him. 

When Jesus says…  

John 10:28 (ESV)  
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand. … …   – We take Him at His word. 

Jude had good reason for knowing that our salvation is secure. … Like 

Jude… every believer must stand against the wiles of the devil and the 

wickedness of the apostates. … Why? … Because no child of God… can 

be a top notch soldier… and battle the enemy the way he should… unless 

he or she has complete assurance of a love from God… that is deep 

enough to assure his/her salvation. … We have a faith that is worth going 

into battle for!   

You are called… loved… and kept in Christ Jesus.  This is a lot different 

from those who have crept into the church.  Jude is about to make a 

contrast between our condition… and theirs.  

But first… Jude adds… 

Jude 2 
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Because Jude is about to write a lot in this letter about sin and judgment… 

he was careful… right here in the beginning… to define the special place 

that believers have in the heart and plan of God.  

God loves all people… but those who have come to Christ for the 

forgiveness of their sin… hold a Special place in the heart of God. … He 

seeks to bestow every blessing possible upon His own. … God's desire is 

that mercy, peace and love be multiplied among believers…  These three 

blessings are especially needful when Contending for the faith.  

The apostates sin and they suffer condemnation… rather than experience 

God’s mercy… peace… and love. …  But the true believers are kept safe in 

Jesus Christ for all eternity. 

God in His mercy does not give us what we deserve. … Instead… God 

gave our punishment to His own Son on the cross.  

Isaiah 53:5 (ESV)  
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed.  

Because of Christ's work on the cross… believers enjoy peace. The 

unsaved person is at war with God and cannot please Him. 

Romans 8:7-8 (ESV)  
For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not 
submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 

But when he trusts the Savior, the war ends and he receives God's peace  



13 
 

Romans 5:1 (ESV)  
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

And certainly those who know Christ as their Savior enjoy a unique 

position. We are called by God to be set apart for God… that we might 

enjoy love with God. … While our fellowship with the Father might change 

from day to day… our relationship as children cannot change. We are 

"preserved in Jesus Christ." 

From this base… we are to be the "spiritual army" that Jude was 

addressing. … If you have trusted Jesus Christ… you are in this army.  

God is not looking for volunteers… He has already enlisted you! … The 

question is not, "Shall I become a soldier?" … Rather… it is… "Will I 

believe the position that He tells me I have in Him… and be a loyal 

soldier?" 

Jude 3-4 

Before Ulysses S. Grant assumed command of the Union army, it would 

venture south into Confederate territory, suffer a defeat, then withdraw 

northward to conduct endless marching drills and meaningless grand 

reviews—anything to avoid striking a serious blow at the enemy. 

That all changed when Lincoln put Grant in charge. Journalist Michael 

Kilian describes the immediate impact the new general made on an army 

conditioned to defeat: 
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In May 1864 … a horrible, two-day battle ensued, with many wounded 

burning to death when the woods caught fire. The fight was a standoff but 

so costly to the North a Union withdrawal was expected. 

On the rainy night after the close of battle, the weary soldiers of the 

battered Union Army were slogging along, believing they were once again 

going to retreat, as they had done time after time in Virginia since the first 

battle of Bull Run three years before. 

Instead, at the crossroads, they encountered the muddy, unkempt figure of 

their new commanding general, who sat upon his horse, blocking the road 

to the north, directing the troops onto another that led south and east and 

eventually to Richmond. 

Grant's resolve to lead his troops forward were costly, but he did not retreat 

and instead continued moving south. Grant's firm leadership finally paid off. 

In April of 1865, General Lee surrendered to Grant at the McLean House in 

Appomattox Court House, Virginia. 

In the next few weeks… Jude is going to be to us… as General Grant was 

to the Union Army.  … My prayer is that will never be an army that is 

conditioned to defeat…  

The enemy is among us… infiltrating our homes through literature… 

television… and internet.  We will also be given descriptions in Jude… for 

how we might recognize them… because they might even infiltrate our 

church… And very importantly… Jude will hand us our battle instructions.     

 


