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I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus, the Nazarene, and wonder how could he love a 
sinner such as me. Maybe today that's your position. Maybe today you are wondering, 
"How is it that this person of Jesus Christ, how is it this message of the Gospel, how is it 
that it can actually apply to my life?" I've got great news for you: in a world with so many
dissenting and differing opinions, in a world with so many conflicting ideas, isn't it good 
to know today that we're going to open up the word of God and we're going to hear a 
message that has not changed in 2,000 years. And hopefully today when we get to the end
of the service, you can stand amazed in the presence of Jesus, the Nazarene.

Let's pray as we prepare to be challenged by God's word.

Lord, that really is a question that is on the heart of so many of us. When we take a 
sincere look introspectively in our life, when we look at the world that is around us, we 
question how could you love us? How could you care? Why would you desire to have this
relationship with us? So Lord, I pray that as we open up your word, you would make it 
very clear, you would reveal it to us so that that question, that doubt, that concern would 
be answered and addressed. And God, I pray for absolute clarity today. May your voice 
be the only voice we hear. May all other voices be drowned out. It is in the name of Jesus
Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I would encourage you to open your Bibles to two very specific places: the 
Gospel of John 1 and the book of Malachi 4. Now, Malachi is the last book of your Old 
Testament and chapter 4 is the last chapter of the Old Testament. So we're going to be in 
Malachi 4 in just a moment but we're going to spend the majority of our time today in 
John 1. 

Now, as you're turning to John 1, we have entered a season in our culture that I like to 
call the superlative season. This is the time where every time we turn around there is an 
award show for some endeavor, some activity, whether it's the entertainment industry, the
athletic industry or some other industry. This is the time where every time we turn around
somebody is getting an award for being the best or the greatest at something. I'm just 
wondering, we have so many of these award endeavors, sometime eventually we're going
to have an award show to recognize the best award show. I mean, that's how much of this
stuff happens in our culture. But any time that my family is observing one of these award 
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activities, usually in our family it tends to gravitate towards the sport world, but the 
question is most naturally asked in my home, "Dad, who do you think the greatest is? 
Who is the greatest baseball player of all time? Who is the greatest football player of all 
time? Who is the greatest actor? What was the greatest movie?" And whatever it may be, 
the superlative of the greatest comes up and my response every single time to my 
children is, "Well, it depends which era you're speaking of." It is difficult to take the 
baseball players of today and compare them to the Babe Ruth's of yesterday. It is difficult
to do that in film and movies and in music because the world has changed, technology 
has changed, access to information has changed. So whether it be sports or the movie 
industry, the music industry or whatever industry, when we ask the question at this  
season of who had the best performance or who is the greatest, most naturally when we 
take a step back it is difficult to compare eras, it is difficult to compare time periods. 

But today we're going to introduce an individual known as John the Baptist, a character 
whom we usually know for his diet and his dress. He ate locusts and honey and wore this 
leather outfit everywhere he went. But in Matthew 11, Jesus Christ said that of all the 
women that have given birth in the world, John the Baptist's was the greatest. So today 
we have the opportunity to say who was the greatest, who modeled life for us better than 
anybody else, who showed us an example of how to live better than anybody else and his 
name was John the Baptist. 

I want to invite you to turn to John 1, beginning in verse 15 and we're going to be 
introduced to this character who you may have some familiarity with but today we're 
going to drill down just a little bit deeper. Beginning at verse 15, it says,

15 John bare witness of him [that's Jesus], and cried, saying, This was he 
of whom I spake, He that comes after me is preferred before me: for he 
was before me. 16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for 
grace. 17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ. 18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared him. 19 And this is 
the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, Who are you? 20 And he confessed, and denied not; but 
confessed, I am not the Christ. 21 And they asked him, What then? Are 
you Elijah? Are you that prophet? And he answered, No. 22 Then said 
they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that 
sent us. What sayest you of yourself? 23 He said, I am the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the 
prophet Isaiah. 24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 25 
And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptize if you're not that 
Christ, nor Elijah, neither that prophet? 26 John answered them, saying, I 
baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not;
27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's 
latchet I am not worthy to unloose. 28 These things were done in 
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.
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So we find ourselves in this scene where a man who has this unusual diet and this really 
strange dress fashion sense at the river Jordan with a group of people who come and they 
are questioning him for who he is and why he's doing what he's doing, but what's 
interesting is their questioning is very introspective and what we discover in this passage 
is who the man John the Baptist is, the message that he spoke and lived, and then that 
gives us a mandate, an example of how we are to order our lives.

So let's begin with John the Baptist, the man. I think there is one thing we can say about 
him: he was focused. I mean, they came to him and said, "Are you this guy or that guy?" 
And he said, "I am not." Not only did John the Baptist know who he was, he also knew 
who he was not. He did not suffer from what we would call an identity crisis, even 
though there were some concepts and ideas that were presented before him.

Now, I shared with you the need to go to Malachi 4 today and I am going to encourage 
you to go back to Malachi 4 because it's interesting why is it that they mentioned these 
three individuals? Why the Messiah, why Moses, why Elijah? And in the manner in 
which they did, it is so fascinating. Has it ever intrigued you that in this passage that we 
read nobody was questioning that he was baptizing? Nobody was bothered by the fact 
that here they are at the river Jordan, they are taking individuals, they are submerging 
them under the water, they are immersing them and bringing them up. They did not 
question what he was doing, they questioned who he was and the three individuals that 
they asked him about identity are all mentioned in Malachi 4. 

Now, I want to set up Malachi 4. It has been 400 years since the Lord last spoke formally 
to the Israelites. The book of Malachi was given 400 years before the scene that is set in 
John 1, so the last message they received, the last names that they heard were these. 
Malachi 4, beginning in verse 1. It says,

1 For, behold, the day comes, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh 
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch. 2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and 
grow up as calves of the stall. 3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for 
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do 
this, saith the LORD of hosts. 4 Remember ye the law of Moses my 
servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the 
statutes and judgments. 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6 And he shall turn
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their
fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

The last three individuals that are spoken of in the Old Testament, the Sun of 
righteousness, that's the Messiah whom we know as Jesus Christ, Moses and Elijah. So 
here we find ourselves on the banks of the river Jordan, we've got a guy taking people, 
putting them under the water and they don't come to him saying, "Why are you doing 
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that?" they say, "Who are you?" Now, what's interesting is that you can go back and look 
at history. In the Jewish culture or any culture, there was nobody who practiced the act of
what we know as baptizing in those days. What John the Baptist was doing was 
completely foreign to anybody's personal experience or exposure. But the Levites, the 
Pharisees, the religious leaders, they didn't ask him, "What are you doing?" they said, 
"Who are you?" Because you go all the way back to the book of Deuteronomy 18 and 
from the mouth of Moses, the Lord spoke unto us and said that the Messiah one day will 
come in the image or the picture of or in the likeness of whom we know as Moses.

Now, we have the perspective of the New Testament and we have the perspective of 
seeing the whole picture, but when you get to 1 Corinthians 10:4, it alludes back to that 
Exodus experience, it alludes back to that time period where God delivered his people out
of the Egyptian's hands. It says there in 1 Corinthians 10:4 that they were baptized unto 
Moses in that day. Now, what's interesting is the first mention of a baptism, at least 
chronologically in Scripture back in Exodus, nobody got wet except the Egyptians. Think
about the story. The people of God are in bondage, they are enslaved by the Egyptians. 
The Lord delivers them by taking them through the Red Sea headed toward the Promised 
Land and their enemies are destroyed while they are delivered. That is the picture of 
redemption. That is the picture of salvation. And when John the Baptist came and he 
pictured that in the river Jordan, they naturally had to ask themselves, "Is this the guy? Is 
this the one we have been waiting for, for he is doing what was prophesied the Messiah 
would emulate?" He made it very clear, "I am not the Christ."

It's these next two guys that are really interesting, though. Moses. Why would they think 
he was Moses? Moses has been dead over a thousand years? This guy has been dead a 
long time. When you go all the way back to the book of Deuteronomy 34 and it says that 
Moses died and was buried in a place that nobody knew about. Now, again, we have the 
benefit of the entire Bible. You go to the book of Jude, the page before the book of 
Revelation, when you go to the book of Jude in verse 9 it says that Michael the Archangel
fought with the devil over the body of Moses. There is even an apocryphal work entitled 
"The Assumption of Moses." Not only did the Bible agree with but history says that the 
body of Moses did not stay in the ground and the Jewish people were expecting him to 
return again. They said, "Are you Moses, the one that delivered us out through the Red 
Sea? Are you going to be the one that delivers us from our sins?" This same Moses shows
up in Matthew 17 at the Transfiguration. This same Moses shows up in Revelation 11 as 
one of those famous two witnesses. He said, "I am not that guy."

But there was one last option, what about Elijah? Now, Elijah was caught up in a 
whirlwind. He was caught up in your Old Testament. He did not see a natural death as 
you and I know. What's interesting about the person of Elijah, not just the expected return
of him, not just the mention of him in Malachi 4, but one of the greatest celebrations 
religiously speaking known to mankind is what we call Passover where the Jewish people
gather in their homes and they celebrate God delivering them out of Egypt. If the 
Passover were to take place in my home, we have five residents of our immediate family. 
If we were to host a Passover meal, we would set aside a sixth chair and at some point 
during the Passover celebration, one of our children would be commissioned to go to the 
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door and open it and see if Elijah had come. The anticipation as mentioned in Malachi 4, 
the celebration and even the annual Passover meal, and here is one who, again, was on 
the Mount of Transfiguration in Matthew 17 who, again in Revelation 11 pictured as one 
of these two witnesses. They said, "Are you the one? Are you this guy?" Notice what 
John the Baptist said, "I am the voice. I am the one preparing the way." 

You see, his focus on who he knew he was led to his faithfulness of what God called him 
to do. He didn't get caught up in the headlines. He didn't believe the hype about him or 
his ministry or what he was doing. Notice every time we find John the Baptist, he is 
focusing and pointing people to Jesus. In fact, the very first part of this passage we read, 
he said, "The one who comes after me is preferred before me." At the end of the passage 
he says, "I'm not even worthy to lower myself and to help him with his shoes." Later in 
chapter 3 of the Gospel of John he says, "Jesus must increase and I must decrease." 

Now, this is why it's important for us to understand: John the Baptist, though a little bit 
odd with his dress and his diet, was a celebrity in his day. The Bible says that he had 
disciples of his own because there was a question, "Why are his disciples fasting and 
Jesus' are not?" He had great crowds that would gather to hear and even his critics 
showed up. He had fame. He had notoriety. He had a reputation. He was a well-known 
individual. Do you know how hard it is not to read your own headlines? But he stayed 
faithful. He stayed faithful to the fact that as we're going to read next week in verse 29, he
says, "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." 

He was focused. He was faithful. And he was fervent. I mean, he was passionate in the 
midst of adversity. This is going to be critical for our understanding at the end of the 
message today. When these folks come to him, these Levites and Pharisees, they are 
curious who he is but as soon they find out he's not one of the big three, as soon as they 
find out, "This is not the Messiah. This is not Moses. This is not Elijah," boy, does the 
conversation get interesting. Now, we're not given all the details here in John's account 
but in the other Gospels he begins to call them out and say, "Hey, you need to repent as 
well. You are a sinner who needs to repent." They argued with him and said, "Oh, but 
we've got everything together." Then John the Baptist called them a brood of vipers. You 
do know that's not how you win friends and influence people, by calling people a bunch 
of snakes. And he told them they needed to repent. He did not give in, give up or give 
out. He was fervent in the midst of criticism. He knew what God had called him to, he 
knew what his design and purpose was, and he did not waver – listen – no matter how 
loud the volume around him or how bad the threats became. So when we look at who he 
was, he was focused, he was faithful, he was fervent.

Let's look at his message. His message was as focused as he was on his identity. Every 
time you turn around he's talking about Jesus. In fact, when you go back to verse 16, it 
says, "of fullness have we received, grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man has seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared him." Not only did he 
say we should believe and follow Jesus Christ, he declared emphatically that Jesus Christ 
is, was, and will always be God. That was a focused message. Listen, he did not take a 
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survey or conduct a poll. "Who do y'all think this guy is going to be?" He declared it. He 
was focused. He said, "God in flesh is about to reveal himself to you. I'm only preparing 
the way for him. When he arrives on the scene, this isn't a guy just from Nazareth, this 
isn't a guy whose earthly dad was a carpenter, this isn't a guy that occasionally you saw at
the temple at Passover, this is God himself." A very focused message.

But his message was also incredibly faithful. Notice what he says, "and the law came by 
Moses but grace and truth by Jesus Christ." You see, John the Baptist understood that he 
was just a conduit. He was just an in-between, between the Old Testament and between 
Jesus. He was taking them from the law to grace. Now, the one thing that John the Baptist
recognized, his message of faithfulness, was it didn't matter how good you were in 
appearance, how fervent you were or how diligent you were religiously, it all fell short. 
He called these guys out. He said, "I don't care if you've never missed a Saturday," they 
went to church on Saturday, not Sunday. He said, "I don't care how pretty your clothes 
are or how much money you give, you've all fallen short." 

You know, this is the same message that Jesus preached his entire earthly ministry. I 
mean, think about the rich young ruler. This young guy comes to Jesus and says, "How 
can I know that I have eternal life?" And Jesus begins to have a conversation about the 
commandments, "Have you upheld the commandments?" He said, "Oh, sure. I've 
honored my mother and my father. I have never murdered anybody. I'm doing well." To 
which Jesus says, "I'm proud of you, son. Go and sell everything you've got, then you'll 
inherit the kingdom of heaven." The Bible says he walked away sad because he had many
possessions. Now, there is an erroneous teaching out there that this passage means that 
we've got to sell everything we've got to get into heaven one day. That's not what Jesus 
was saying. This young man thought he was good enough for heaven. He thought he was 
good enough to be worthy of the grace of God. And do you know what Jesus revealed to 
him? "You've got a coveting problem. You have broken one of the commandments."

Later on Jesus would tell a story of what we call the good Samaritan, a man in trouble 
and in danger of his life, and the religious elites of their day just walked on by and paid 
no attention to him. But one who was an outcast, one who was "from the other side of the
tracks" stooped down and helped. And he asked who was it that was in the right? The 
audience said, "Well, the Samaritan, of course." He said, "Go and do likewise." He 
revealed that even the pastors, the preachers and the prophets had broken the 
commandments.

You read the Sermon on the Mount and if you can read the Sermon on the Mount, 
chapters 5 through 7 of Matthew and not get convicted, you didn't read the Sermon on the
Mount because every time you turn around, it exposes us as individuals who fall into 
temptation and fall into sin. Oh sure, we haven't done this but we have done that. And at 
the end of the Sermon on the Mount what does Jesus say? He says, "You've got two 
options: you can build your life on the Rock, Christ Jesus, or on the shifting sand of 
anything else." You see, this was the exact same message that John the Baptist was so 
faithful in. He said the law of Moses showed your sinfulness, exposed your shortcoming, 
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but you now need to focus on who the person of Jesus is because even though you sinned,
he loves you and he cares about you. He desires to forgive you.

Then we find out his message wasn't just of faithfulness but it was of fervency. You 
know, in this scene they asked him, "Are you the Christ? Are you Moses? Are you 
Elijah?" And the picture that you get is that, at least this is my view, that John the Baptist 
is having the conversation in between baptizing everybody who is coming to the river 
Jordan. And in between the baptizing and as a part of the conversation, you can tell that 
the tensions get a little heated because the next natural thought is, "Then if you're not the 
Messiah and you're not Moses and you're not Elijah, then you ought to stop baptizing." 
To which you see very sternly he says, "No." He continued to baptize. He continued to 
picture who the Messiah would be and the redemption that he would offer. And in the 
face of the criticism, he did not bow down to the pressure to water down the message or 
to change the message at all.

You see, John the Baptist and his message are incredible pictures to us about what it 
means to be focused on the things of God, what it means to be faithful to the things of 
God, and what it means to be fervent or stand in the face of opposition for what the Lord 
is doing and has done in our lives. So how does this translate? How does the person of 
John the Baptist, how does the message of John 1, how does that affect tomorrow 
morning when the alarm clock goes off and you go into the office? How does that affect 
the classroom that you spend hours a week in? How does it affect your home? How does 
that affect your relationships? Well, what he shows for us or what he gives us is a 
mandate that our lives, if he according to Jesus is the greatest, then should not our lives 
picture his? Should not our living of our faith emulate John the Baptist? So if he was 
focused, it just makes sense that the mandate to us is that we should be focused on the 
things of God as he was.

Now, notice something about John the Baptist: John the Baptist did not eat locusts and 
honey and wear leather only on Sunday morning. It was a 24/7 lifestyle and calling. And 
I'm going to be honest with you this morning, I think this is one of the struggles of our 
culture today, particularly under the umbrella of Christianity, and I'm going to presume 
something, I'm going to presume that over the last few moments that every time we 
prayed, you prayed, and every time we sang, you sang with your heart's intent, and I'm 
just going to do myself good and imagine that you're actually listening to what I'm 
saying. So I'm going to give you some credit this morning that for 60 minutes you have 
been interested in the things of God. I'm going to ask you a very important quantitative 
question: throughout the rest of the week, do you give more or less focus to the things of 
God throughout the week than you give this one time, one day of the week?

A couple of months ago, we had the privilege as a family of going back westward. Our 
families originate on the other side of the Mississippi, a state known as Texas. And by the
way, I'm going to go ahead and say that if this next illustration somehow, some way 
because it's politically incorrect, offends you, I'm sorry. I'm from Texas and Texans, we 
shoot guns. That's what we do and I apologize for that in advance. 
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But we found ourselves back in Texas and because of a family friend, we had access to a 
large piece of land that had a gun range on it where you could sight in a deer rifle, where 
you could practice not only safety but proficiency. So a phone call was made and an 
individual wanted our three boys, really wanted them to have the experience of this 
opportunity. So we arrived on the scene and the instructions were given that they were 
going to have the privilege of shooting multiple calibers of weaponry. They were going 
to have the opportunity to learn a higher level of safety than even they were aware of 
already. 

So we began our experience and we began at 15 yards with a 22. Now, those of you who 
are not necessarily gun proficient, that's a short distance with a small gun. Pretty simple, 
pretty easy, no kickback. Anybody can do it, so to speak. 15 yards, the boys hoisted the 
gun, hit the target, life is good, child's play, so to speak. So then we backed it up to 50 
yards. Then we backed it up to 100 yards. And pretty soon rather than hoisting on the 
shoulder, we had tripods out and benches and we were changing calibers because 
trajectory needed to be more. Pretty soon we found ourselves at 200 yards. The individual
that was hosting us this day had a smile on his face and he said, "Guys, you've been so 
diligent with the safety factor and you've shown such an interest," he said, "I'm going to 
give you the opportunity to do something very few people can say they have done." Now,
when you tell three young men they are going to get to do something their friends haven't
done, they get excited about it. They said, "What are we going to get to do?" He said, 
"I'm going to give you the opportunity to hit a target from 600 yards." Now, if you're not 
proficient in this field, that's one third of a mile. That's a hard shot to take. 

So we got to the designated location, the target was about the size of a frisbee. We 
weren't using a small caliber and we weren't hoisting them on our shoulders and just 
firing at will. In fact, for every individual that participated, it took 15 to 20 minutes just to
focus the item on the target. We had a strong crosswind where you had to aim about 12 to
14 inches to the left of the target and north of the target because of the trajectory and the 
velocity. 

So after spending what seemed like an eternity, 15-20 minutes, the first young man pulled
the trigger. Now, if you've never fired a weapon at that distance, it's a very ominous 
feeling because you pull the trigger and you hear nothing for about a second and a half 
and all of a sudden, ding. And you look around and say, "Did we hit it or did someone 
snap their fingers? What happened here?" Because it is so far away. But I want you to 
think about it. When it was 15 yards away, we didn't think twice, we just pulled it up and 
shot. But if you're going to make a shot with a crosswind at 600 yards, you've got to put 
some focus into it.

You know, I feel like a lot of times that's how we view our relationship with the Lord, 
that's a lot of times how we view our faith. "Oh, it's Sunday morning. I'm going to hoist 
the 22 up and hit the target and let's roll." I've got news for you: our faith, living out our 
faith is more than 60 minutes on a Sunday morning. John the Baptist did not just show up
on Sunday morning, he was there all the time.

Page 8 of 11



Let me give you some of the greatest piece of advice that I ever learned growing up in my
home. Of all the things that my parents taught me when it comes to my faith, this is the 
one thing, this was the one item, you say, "What's the one thing you learned growing up 
in your home?" Here it is: they taught me that no matter  where you are, what you do, 
when you're on the ballfield, you ought to act the same way as you do when you're in 
church. Act the same. Don't put on a show on Sunday morning. In fact, I'm going to give 
you my pet peeve. This is my pet peeve: if we're out somewhere hanging out, whatever it 
may be, and you say, "Hey, I'll tell you what, I wouldn't tell you this in church but I'm 
going to tell you here." Then don't tell me at all. Or, "I wouldn't do that in church." You 
see, what happens is when we say I wouldn't do that in church or I wouldn't say that in 
church or I definitely wouldn't participate in this at church, then do you know what you're
doing? You're 15 yards away with a 22 caliber saying, "I got this. 60 minute roll. This is 
easy." I've got news for you: John the Baptist was not 60 minutes once a week, it was his 
life. It was his lifestyle.

So if we're going to learn some lessons from whom Jesus called the greatest. It's not 
about 60 minutes, it's not about Sunday morning, it's about 24 hours, seven days a week. 
John the Baptist pictured it everywhere he went. It's not just about focus though, it's about
faithfulness. You know, I believe that one of the tactics, one of the greatest tactics that 
the enemy uses in your life is he wants you to quit. He wants you to give up. In fact, in 
the book of Daniel it says that one of the goals that Satan has is to wear out the saints. 
You know, oftentimes we find ourselves in a position where we're just tired. We're 
exhausted. We have come to roadblocks or hurdles and we say it's just not worth it.

Some years ago I had what I consider an incredible privilege and opportunity. My wife 
Tracy and I had the privilege of sitting under the teaching of Luis Palau. Now, if you 
don't know who Luis Palau is, many people have called him the Billy Graham of South 
America. He comes from South America but he resides in Portland, Oregon now. And 
while we were there in Portland, Oregon, he made this statement. It wasn't about 
preachers, it wasn't necessarily about churches, it was about believers in Jesus Christ in 
totality. He said that in his observation, most Christians quit within two years of finally 
making it. In other words, the Lord has put something on your heart, he has put a vision, 
a mission, a purpose or whatever it is, and within two years of seeing it to fruition, we 
just give up and say it's too hard. It's too difficult.

I've got news for you: do you know what the devil wants more than anything in your life?
He wants you to quit. He wants you to give up. He wants you to say, "It's not worth it. It's
not worth my time. It's not worth my energy. Every time I turn around and try to do 
something for God, I get slapped in the face. I just quit and I give up." Do you know of 
all the leaders in the Bible, Old Testament and New, a little over 1100 individuals 
spoken, only about 25% of them finished their race strong. That's why the Apostle Paul in
2 Timothy 4 says, "I have finished my race." He gives us a picture to be faithful. Don't 
give up just because there are some hardships. I've got news for you: if you don't run into 
the devil face-to-face every day, you might be headed the same direction he is. There is 
going to be hardship. There is going to be disappointment. There are going to be times 
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where you say, "Why am I doing this?" And John the Baptist experienced the same thing 
and every day he continued.

Ah, but the mandate of fervency, of standing up in the face of opposition. You see, the 
world today is telling us that as believers in Jesus Christ, as Bible believers, that we ought
to just fade away in the distance; that our voice should not be a voice that is heard at the 
roundtable of life; that our voice should be distant at best. One of the things I'm 
discovering as I walk to and fro in our world is there are events that happen in our life 
that are very picturesque of the book of Daniel. You see, in the book of Daniel there were
two leaders that rose to prominence: Nebuchadnezzar and Darius. And Nebuchadnezzar 
erected the statute of his agenda and said, "Bow down to it or you're going into the fiery 
furnace." Darius, not so much. Darius allowed himself to be deceived and create a wall 
that allowed those who worship the one true God to find themselves in the lions' den. 
Nebuchadnezzar, Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego, fiery furnace. Darius, Daniel in the 
lions' den. Do you know where John the Baptist breathed his last breath? In the dungeon 
of Herod. He had been preaching and living. He didn't quit even in the face of opposition.
When they arrested him, he didn't shut up. When they put him in the dungeon, he didn't 
shut up. And when there was a party happening over his head and the request was made 
to put his head on a charger, on a plate, according to the biblical record he "went down 
swinging." He stayed faithful and fervent in the face of opposition to the bitter end. 

Jesus Christ said that John the Baptist is the greatest so if there is anybody we ought to 
model our life after, it ought to be this guy. Our faith should be something that's not just 
on a Sunday morning, it should be all the time. We shouldn't let hardships and bumps in 
the road derail us from what God has called us to. And when the world tells us to be 
silent, when the world says it's not your place, well, John the Baptist, Shadrach, Meshech 
and Abednego, Daniel, and countless others, testify to us that Christianity, our faith 
oftentimes does better in the face of persecution than it does in prosperity.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. As we come to our time of 
invitation this morning, don't we spend a lot of time on an individual known as John the 
Baptist. His entire life and message was to focus us on Jesus Christ. And maybe you are 
that person today, maybe you've been in church your whole life, or maybe this is your 
very first time in a building such as this, and maybe you recognize this morning your 
need for Jesus Christ in your life, that God in flesh came not only to love you but to give 
his life on your behalf. Maybe you are that person this morning, I've got great news for 
you. You no longer have to question and ponder what does it take or what can I do or 
what should I do because it has been done on your behalf. Jesus Christ has done 
everything that is necessary for the forgiveness of your sins and the salvation of your 
soul. All you need to do is have a serious conversation with him. 

I know technically we call it prayer. You don't have to say the same words that I would 
say, you don't even have to say them out loud, but maybe your conversation with God 
this morning would go a little something like this. "God, I recognize this morning that 
I've spent a lot of time searching for answers and searching for direction apart from you, 
but I understand today that it's about Jesus. I understand that Jesus came on my behalf. I 
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believe that Jesus lived for me. I believe he went to the cross for me. I believe he rose 
from the dead so that my sins could be forgiven and my soul could be saved. God, I 
recognize today I don't have a lot of answers to a lot of the problems of life, but I do 
know that Jesus Christ is the answer to my sin problem so I'm asking you today to forgive
me. I'm asking you to save me, not because I've been good enough or somehow not been 
bad enough, but because of what Jesus Christ has done in my stead and on my behalf. 
And God, today as you do as you promised by forgiving me, I'm going to do my best to 
live my life for you from this day forward."

With our heads still bowed, our eyes still closed, maybe that's the decision you need to 
make today. Maybe that's the decision you've already made in days past. We would love 
the privilege of having a conversation with you. Maybe you've already made that 
decision and you've never followed with believers' baptism or maybe you've been 
baptized and you've never followed with church membership, or maybe there is a host of 
other concerns or questions and you just want to talk with somebody about or pray with 
somebody about. We want you to know that we are here to talk with you, we are here to 
spend time with you. We want to celebrate whatever God is doing in your life. So after I 
pray, we want to invite you to a conversation, we want to invite you to have a discussion 
about whatever the Lord is doing or has done in your life.

Heavenly Father, as we come to this time of invitation, Lord, for many of us in this place,
we feel like we've gotten a second chance. In fact, some of us may even be honest and say
we've gotten a third or a fourth chance and there may be a few who feel like their number
of chances can't even be counted anymore. But the fact is that you desire to instill grace, 
you desire to instill truth. We no longer, God, have to worry about am I good enough or 
not necessarily bad enough but that your grace as lived out through the life and the 
person of Jesus Christ and preached by John the Baptist can be something that is 
realized in our life. So Lord, I pray, help us. Help us to respond. Help us to engage. Help
us, Lord, if necessary this day to believe. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to invite you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we'll be
here at the front.  
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