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Now a Christian, Now What? 
1 Corinthians 7:17-2311 

Russ Kennedy 

 

Becoming a Christian brings great changes… 

A change in who you are… 

A change in how you think… 

A change in in the relatedness of your relationships… 

Becoming a Christian can bring many questions… 

What about my past religion? 

What about my friends, associations? 

What about my past “world”, culture… 

What about my job? 

 

A	Rule	for	New	Converts	(v.	17)	
Paul establishes a basic rule in the church for new converts… 

17 Only let each person lead the life [walk in the way] that the Lord has assigned 
to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 

Biblical	Statement		

Live in your situation as a Christian. Now that you have been saved, you are a 
changed person. It is usually possible and desirable to live as a different kind of per-
son in the same kind of circumstances. God’s grace saved you at a certain place in 
your life. That is not an accident. Whether you are a teenager or an adult, single or 
married, young or old, that was the exact moment in God planned to save you. As 
you make decisions in the beginning of your walk with God, keep that in mind. So, 
live as one called to salvation. 

                                                 
11 Unless otherwise designated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 

(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. 
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Global	Application	

This is what Paul taught and required in all the churches. We are going to have a 
number of these general rules for all Christians in this book. In most instances he chal-
lenges or corrects a prevailing error or practice in Corinth. Most of these were com-
mon questions and problems in other churches. Some issues seem to have been a par-
ticular problem for them. So, he often uses global directives for the local church issues. 
But in one issue at Corinth, he will work through global truths that have to be applied 
to a local problem. 

This directive does not preclude a change in vocations ever. But just because you have 
become a Christian does not compel you to change your life situation. This is being 
applied in the context of singleness, widowhood and divorce.  

Illustrative	Applications	(v.	18‐23)	
There were often two major cultural groups in the early church. There were Jews and 
Gentiles. There were slaves and free. Both of these introduced their own unique prob-
lems, challenges and divisions in the church.  

 In	Relation	to	your	Cultural	Marks	(v.	18‐19)	
18 Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to re‐
move the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircum‐
cised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision counts for any‐
thing nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one 
should remain in the condition in which he was called. 

The Jews in the church often struggled with separating their ethnic Jewishness from 
their religious past, Judaism. There were huge issues with past religious rites, festivals 
and foods. To make matters worse, there were some in Jerusalem that were advocat-
ing for circumcision as necessary for Gentiles to be the heirs in the Abrahamic Cove-
nant and the New Covenant. They misunderstood: 

The reason for circumcision as a sign and seal in males was for the transmission of the 
property and inheritance. It was a sign that a one accepted the God of Abraham and 
could be identified with the people of God. The physical circumcision was only re-
quired of Jews under the Mosaic Law which also required of any Gentile convert to 
the worship of Yahweh. Physical circumcision was not required of unbelieving Gen-
tiles though it was a known Gentile practice. 

The fulfillment of circumcision is the work of the Spirit applying the scalpel of the 
cross to the old person we were in our hearts. So the misunderstanding that led to the 
demand that Gentiles be circumcised was wrong at many levels. It failed to under-
stand the past meaning of circumcision and the present role of the Spirit. Therefore, 
new believers were coming under pressure they didn’t need to. 

Paul addresses this first problem here. 
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Do not change your circumcised state. There was no need to try to undo circumci-
sion. Nor was there any need to be circumcised. No matter what they were being 
told, particularly by the group from the church in Jerusalem, they were not to try 
be circumcised in order to be included in the promises of the Abrahamic Covenant.  

Paul argues that circumcision doesn't mean anything; obedience does. In the New 
Covenant, the reality is here. Circumcision was a shadow, a type, a picture. So 
there was no need to go back. What is important to the new convert is to begin 
growing in obedience. Now a Jew might say, “But that’s the point. Being circum-
cised is an act of obedience.” Paul seems to be saying, “No, not in the New Cove-
nant, in the church. Religious circumcision is not an act of obedience.” Once again 
we see Paul operating on an important principle. We must still keep the command-
ments of God. But the commandments we are bound to are the ones in the New 
Covenant. 

Circumcision and uncircumcision have nothing to do with the Christian faith, says 
Paul. The Jew and the Gentile are equal in the sight of God, for in Christ Jesus he 
adopts both of them. Not man’s external sign but his internal desire to keep God’s 
[Word] law—that is, to do his will—is significant. [Kistemaker, p.213] 

How does this apply to us? 

It has direct bearing on any Jewish rite being brought over including sabbath-keep-
ing. We must not lay the Old Covenant burdens of the Law on Christians. We are 
not under Law, but under grace. Just walk with the Lord and obey Him 

It has direct bearing on tattoos. Many churches teach that tattoos are wrong and 
quote the Law to do so. We do not. If you have a tattoo, live with it. There is no 
need to get it removed.  Just walk with the Lord and obey Him 

It has direct bearing on religious or tribal and gang markings. Now in our setting 
here in suburban Dayton it may not impact us directly. But for many this is a dif-
ficult decision. It seems that Paul is saying, “If you have had a bad past that has 
left you marked and scarred, don’t worry about it.” Just walk with the Lord and 
obey Him. 

God’s good grace calls us to live in obedience from heart. 

In	Relation	to	your	Social/Economic	Status	(v.	21‐23)	
21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if 
you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For he who was 
called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who 
was free when called is a bondservant of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; 
do not become bondservants of men.  

The second major issue in the church was the issue of slaves and the very poor. The 
church not only had the very poor in it, but it also had the very rich. This sometimes 
was a problem. But on any given gathering, there were slaves and masters sitting. 
Often, there would be Christian slaves with their Christian masters.  
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Now, we have to think about this subject. We have many assumptions, prejudices, 
agendas when it comes to this subject. The Bible does not command, condone or com-
mend slavery. This may come as a great surprise to people. The Mosaic Law forbad 
man-stealing - that is raiding a village or people just to capture people and sell them 
into slavery. Most of the slavery in England and the USA was of this kind.  

The Bible regulates slaves and masters. Paul addressed masters and slaves in several 
of his books. He speaks to slaves here. Though our translations are using the word 
"bondservants", make no mistake, these are not employees or mere paid house serv-
ants. Slavery in the time of Paul was a varied institution. Some masters were cruel and 
harsh. Some servants were guardians, tutors, bookkeepers, household managers, 
scribes and deeply cared for.  

So here was the issue for slaves and masters. If one or both came to the Lord, should 
the slave seek freedom or was the master obligated to grant freedom? 

To	the	Slave	

Be content with your status. This is one of those difficult places in Scripture for us. 
But Paul tells slaves to be content with God’s providences to them. The worst 
struggle a person can have is to reject unalterable circumstances that God has al-
lowed. To put it more simply: it is a very hard place when you do want what God 
has given. So while slavery may be a very difficult thing, you can still walk with 
God and live the life in it that God has called you to. Becoming a Christian does 
not relieve you of suffering. It means your suffering and hardships are now a stew-
ardship from God and sanctified to your soul.  

Seek freedom if opportunity. You are not forbidden from seeking to be freed as a 
slave. This would also seem to apply to the other issues as well. It is not necessary 
to change your status. It is not wrong too unless (a) you do so on a false basis or (b) 
your doing so causes you to sin. 

Serve as the Lord's freedman. While you may be a bondservant or slave physically, 
you are not enslaved in your soul. You are a freedman. If as a Christian you view 
yourself as a slave, then you have given up the freedom the Lord purchased for 
you. 

To	the	Free	

The free are to serve as the Lord's slave. Personal and social freedom does not free 
us to live in any way we please. Our freedom only increases our opportunities to 
serve the Lord. A slave often had little freedom for ministry. But the freedman’s 
time was his own to serve where and how he could. So to the free, which would 
every one of us, let us make life, time and ministry choices as being bound to the 
Lord. You are free? Serve Him. 

The immediate application to us is in the realm of vocation. Two thoughts come to 
mind. 
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New converts need to stay in their vocations and not make immediate and drastic 
changes. Now certainly if your vocation is immoral, you need to stop sinning and 
enter into work that is honorable in God’s sight. But as a general rule, stay at the 
vocation you are involved in and at least initially, seek to live pleasing to God in 
the situation in which you were saved. 

New converts should not be making vocational ministry decisions. Many guys I 
knew at Christian college were new converts. They had just been converted and 
had been convinced to start studying for some kind of ministry work. I do not 
believe this is wise at all. New converts need to grow, season and serve in church 
before embarking on educational training or even entering vocational ministry. 
Even if you were a really good musician, are converted, there is no way you have 
the Christian maturity to immediately begin leading a worship band – playing in 
one – sure. But way too many professional musicians who are novice Christians 
have been anointed by churches to become worship leaders.  

Both have been bought with a price. Both the person who is free and the person who 
is bound is yoked to the Lord. He entered the slave market of sin. He paid the full 
redemption price. So now the Lord, your Master, has set you free to freely serve Him.  

Closing	Affirmation	(v.	24)	
The section is bookended with much the same exhortation as it opened. 

24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with 
God.  

 God's	Providence	Called	

Paul repeats his point. It seems to me that this was and may still be a needed emphasis. 
God has called you to salvation at a particular point in your life. All the pieces of that 
are under God’s providential control. Accept and affirm that. When you are discipling 
a new believer, help them to understand that as well. 

God's	Presence	Comforts	

Particularly for the slave, they are comforted by the presence of God. As they remain 
in their difficult circumstances, they are remaining with God. 

It useful to notice how this is repeated through this text. 

In God’s providence you were converted at a certain time in a certain situation of your 
life. 

Submitting to God’s providence, you are to begin to grow in Christ without trying to 
make huge situational changes. 

Accepting God’s providence, be content with the circumstances God has placed you 
in. 

Affirming God’s providence, see God’s presence in your circumstances. 
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Reflect	and	Respond	

Contentment with our place in life, God’s providence in our life, is often very, very diffi-
cult. The clearest symptom of discontent is grumbling and complaining. A heart not satis-
fied with our situations will complain about what people are doing with the effect of com-
plaining about what God is doing. 

We need to be honest with the Scriptures, even when we are uncomfortable with them. The 
subject of slavery is difficult in western cultures. But our attitude towards texts like this can 
border on denying the Bible’s sufficiency for Christian living. In an time where social justice 
drives many Christians and their churches, we may be able to support the causes personally. 
But we may not try to fabricate support from Scripture where it does not exist.  

May God give us many converts this year that will need the instruction and discipleship of 
texts like this. 

Let us who are freedman live as the slaves of God.  

 

 

 


