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At best today, most Baptist churches are confused about how to apply the Law of 

Moses; or worse they have completely forsaken that which the Spirit of God 

would work in us by His grace.  Some churches observe a Christian Sabbath. 

Otherwise great brethren in the Lord believe that if you work on Sunday 

the Lord will collect for your misdeeds in some way. Your cursed if you 

work on Sunday.  That’s the law. 

Some churches teach tithing.   

If you don’t come to the church services they might even mail you a tithing 

envelope.  Again, if you don’t tithe you’re not spiritual and you’re going to 

suffer for violating God’s law.   

Some churches observe the dietary laws of the Law which restricts them to eating 

only clean meats.  

One day I thought to listen to a message that a pastor of a local Baptist 

church had posted online.  I randomly selected a message and I that 

message he said words to this effect: I know the Lord commands that we 

are not to eat pork, but I love my bacon. I’m not going to give up my bacon! 

Other Baptist pastors have come to our big city and pastored one of the 

churches that we have fellowshipped with that have practiced the same.  

Admittedly there are some hard things to be understood about the law.  Because 

of that men will seek to take advantage especially of the younger and ignorant 

believers. Titus was warned against getting into disputations about the law.  

(Tit.3.9)  But that does not mean that we cannot become settled about the role 

that is has to the Israelite and to an unregenerate world.  But let’s be clear.  Apart 

from that which we perceive through Christ we are not under the law of Moses as 

Christians.  Period.   

There is an heretical movement that is growing among the saints which would 

draw individuals as well as entire churches back into observing the Law of Moses. 

Some of my own kinsmen, Christian and Baptists have been caught up in this for 
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years.  And I think others are being affected by this movement.  If we are subject 

to the law on one point then we are subject to the law in every point.  We don’t 

get to pick and choose what parts of the law we will be subject to and those 

which we will not.  That’s not how the law works.   

Jas 2:10  For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 

point, he is guilty of all. 

Churches which follow the law of Moses follow after and preach another gospel.  

(Gal.1.6-9)  We need to study the Scriptures and learn the true doctrine of Jesus 

Christ.  Sometimes as we come to sound biblical conclusions we find ourselves in 

conflict with those who promote false doctrines.  False doctrines are not always 

glaring errors but rather very subtle.  For that reason God’s people can 

unwittingly become ensnared in them. Great heresies can be hanged on a single 

word.  The New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures, a Jehovah’s Witness 

Bible says:  

In the beginning the Word was, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was a god. 

By adding one little indefinite article a Jesus Christ is not God, But a god among 

gods. 

There has been since Jesus began his first church during His earthly ministry a 

conflict between Judaism and Christianity.   Three terms are used to generally 

define this conflict: supersessionism,  

A superseding; also called replacement theology; an extreme view 

discounting the reality of Israel since the institution of the Lord’s churches.  

counter-supersessionism,  

A doctrine countering supersessionism; an extreme view rejecting the 

reality of the Christian churches.  

and non-supersupersessionism . 
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A doctrine which rejects both of the aforementioned extreme views.  This 

view maintains that since the N.T. both the nation of Israel and the church 

have a parallel coexistence. 

The following quotation will be a good place for us to start. 

‘Jewish counter-supersessionists are those who listen to the argument of 

many Christians about the Church having superseded the Jewish people as 

God’s elect (supersessionism, added) and then turn it on its head, thus 

seeing Judaism as the Christian antithesis.  Indeed on a more popular level, 

there are Jews who think that all they need to know and affirm of Judaism 

is that it is not Christian, which means they need know nothing of Judaism 

and next to nothing of Christianity.  Moreover, the Christianity they set 

themselves against is usually bad Christian theology. 

‘When practiced by learned Jews, however, Jewish counter-

supersessionism can be as plausible as Christian supercessionism.  … So, 

whereas Christian supersessionists assert that God has rejected the Jews 

and replaced them with the Church, Jewish counter-supersessionists assert 

that Christians are a group of gentiles who erroneously – even arrogantly – 

think they are now God’s people exclusively, having been first led to this 

position by a group of renegade Jews who removed themselves from 

Judaism.  And the ultimate coup de grace of the Jewish counter-

supersessionists is to assert that Christians do not worship the Lord God of 

Israel as do the Jews but, rather, another god altogether.  Thus the longest 

and perhaps deepest Jewish debate over Christianity, one that began when 

the Church became a decidedly non-Jewish community and that has by no 

means ended, has been the question of whether the Christians do or do not 

worship our God.  If they do not, then they are idolaters ipso facto.’ Talking 

with Christians: Musings of a Jewish Theologian, David Novak, ch. From 

Supersessionism to Parallelism in Jewish-Christian Dialogue, The 

Renunciation of Supersessionism, ebook pp.8, 9 
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The supersessionist doctrine, proposed as a Christian doctrine, teaches that the 

church which the Lord Jesus Christ began has completely replaced Israel.  Israel 

for all practical intents and purposes is no more.  Or, to say this correctly, the 

church is the Israel of God and the believing is the new Jew.  

Ga 6:16  And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and 

mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 

This benediction acknowledges the parallel existence of both those 

which walk according to this rule, which are the churches of Christ, 

and the nation of Israel. 

Ro 2:28  For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 

circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 29  But he is a Jew, which is one 

inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the 

letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

This text points out that it is not outward circumcision in the flesh 

which constitutes the real Jew, but of those Jews who are of the faith 

of Jesus Christ, they are the true Jews. 

The supersessionist says that Israel is no longer the people of God.  Here is a list of 

25 religious organizations.  The bolded are those which are confirmed 

supersessionists: 

1. The Roman Catholic Church – 66,407,105  

2. Southern Baptist Convention – 16, 427, 736 

3. The United Methodist Church – 8,251,042  

4. The Church of God in Christ – 5,499,875 

5. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints – 5,410,544  

6. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – 5,038,006  

7. National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. – 5,000,000 

8. National Baptist Convention of America, Inc. – 3,500,000 

9. Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) – 3,407,329  
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10. Assemblies of God – 2,687,366 

11. The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod – 2,512,714  

12. African Methodist Episcopal Church – 2,500,000  

13. National Missionary Baptist Convention of America – 2,500,000 

14. Progressive National Baptist Convention Inc. – 2,500,000 

15. The Episcopal Church – 2,333,628  

16. Churches of Christ, Corsicana, Texas – 1,500,000  

17. Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America – 1,500,000  

18. Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc. – 1,500,000 

19. American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A. – 1,484,291 

20. African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church – 1,430,795  

21. United Church of Christ – 1,330,985  

22. Baptist Bible Fellowship International – 1,200,000 

23. Christian Churches and Churches of Christ, Joplin, Mo. – 1,071,616  

24. Jehovah’s Witnesses – 1,022,397  

25. Church of God, Cleveland, Tenn., – 944,857 

Christians: 
Supersessionists  103,716,171 
Non-supersessionists   43,244,125  less than 1/3rd of the  

Christendom believes that 
Israel exists today. 
 

The error of the supersessionist doctrine manifests in the structure of the 

government and worship of these religious entities.  These replicate the various 

religious garments, structure a clergy/laity division, use vessels for incense and 

burning candles, and use furniture such as altars and lavers. In effect Judaism has 

been Christianized, or Israel’s worship has been transferred into these Christian 

organizations.  

For example, Israel’s O.T. priesthood and Levitical order is reconstituted into 

some head of the church.  They all have a pope, king, or other figure-head to 

whom they subject themselves.  Catholicism has the pope.  Presbyterians have 
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Calvin and John Knox.  Jacobus Arminius’ and the Dutch Reformed church.  John 

Wesley, an Anglican who fathered the Methodist movement.  There are cardinals, 

archbishops, bishops, and priests, and all sort of religious orders.  They all adorn 

themselves with the various religious garments that have the mystique of an Old 

Testament high priest or those of the priesthood, having a mitre, or caps, and 

beautiful flowing robes. The buildings are called temples. Following 

supersessionsim to its logical end leads to antisemitism.   

‘[A] WCC (World Council of Churches, a collective of 347 churches, 

denominations and church fellowships in more than 110 countries and 

territories, added) document from May 2013 implies that Israel’s very 

existence is illegitimate, accusing it of 65 years “of continuing dispossession 

of Palestinian people  — Christian and Muslim alike — from their land by 

Israeli occupation.”’ Religious News Service, Gerald Steinberg, March 21, 

2017,  

In response to this extreme view within Christianity (again, this accounts for more 

than 2/3rd of Christendom) there arose another extreme view.  The Jewish 

community answered this with ‘counter-supersessionism,’ a movement of 

Judaism, and it is an old attitude against Christianity in general.  As we read in the 

opening quotation, it asserts that the church is a bunch of Gentiles started by 

some renegade Jews; that Christians are not worshipping the same God that the 

Jews are. 

Finally, there is a view which counters both of these extreme views.  It is non-

supersessionism.  This doctrine maintains that the churches and Israel are 

separate entities that co-exist; the churches, constituted of both Jews and 

Gentiles who have come to faith in Jesus Christ according to the terms of the New 

Covenant (Gal.3.28; Eph.2.15); Israel, the natural, chosen people of God who are 

yet in unbelief are presently set aside in judgment by Jehovah, the LORD, for 

rejecting Jesus Christ.  Not until the fulness of the saved among Gentiles is 

accomplished will God again deal with Israel to save them.  But that there are 

Jews today is preposterous to deny.  How they have suffered in the earth unto 
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this day!  One day these Israelites shall forever possess the land that the LORD 

promised to them through Abraham. (Ro.11.25, 26; Zec.12.9, 10; 13.1, 6-9; 

Gen.15.18-21) The churches have no such land-grant given them.  The joy of the 

New Testament believer is that wherever our Lord Jesus is, there we shall be with 

Him. (1Th.4.17) And yes, the churches are grafted into the root and fatness of 

Israel.  Christians, Jew and Gentile are partakers of the promised made to 

Abraham.  But these promises are made to Israel first.  But the church in no way 

preempts Israel from receiving the covenant promises of God.  God shall keep 

every promise that He has made to Israel!   

Ro.11.18  Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest 

not (the blessings of) the root, but the root thee. (which is reversed of the 

truth) 

Now, we have considered very briefly the supersessionists view which says that 

the church has replaced Israel.  Then the counter-supersessionists view which 

rejects that the LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the same that is 

working in the churches of Jesus Christ.  And finally that the non-supersessionist 

teaches a biblical view wherein God has both Israel and His New Testament 

church.  This gives us some overview of the contentious history there has been 

since the Lord Jesus began his church.  With that in mind, there is a pariticularly 

harmful movement that we should be cautioned against. It is called the Messianic 

Torah Observant Israel (MTOI).  These are present Judaizers.  

This movement, instead of rejecting the reality of Israel or the church, attempts to 

draw Christians and whole churches back into the observance of the Mosaic Law.  

The churches are craftily redirected to the Law of Moses as if the new covenant is 

not new, but renewed.  So rather than Christianizing Judaism as the 

supersessionists have done, it is Judaizing Christianity.  MTOI is a resurrection of 

an old heresy which has been fast-growing since about the 1960’s.  This heresy is 

recorded first in the 15th chapter of Acts, and the whole book of Galatians is 

devoted to extricating this heretical doctrine which has gained a foothold from 

those churches.  For all practical intents and purposes these Judaizers turn the 
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churches into Jewish synagogues but for the fact that they feign faith in Jesus 

Christ.  The members of this society apply to the law of Moses, particularly 

Leviticus, which book is used as the cornerstone to interpreting the rest of the 

Bible and practice at least the law of tithing, dietary laws, observance of the 7th 

day Sabbath, and observance of Sabbath day feasts, etc.   

‘Messianic Judaism is a modern syncretic religious movement that 
combines Christianity—most importantly, the Christian belief that Jesus is 
the Messiah—with elements of Judaism and Jewish tradition, its current 
form emerging in the 1960s and 1970s. 
… 
From 2003 to 2007, the movement grew from 150 Messianic houses of 
worship in the United States to as many as 438, with over 100 in Israel and 
more worldwide; congregations are often affiliated with larger Messianic 
organizations or alliances. As of 2012, population estimates for the United 
States were between 175,000 and 250,000 members, between 10,000 and 
20,000 members for Israel, and an estimated total worldwide membership 
of 350,000. 
 

The premise for the Judaizer is that, because Christianity has been wrong about 

the whole issue of the New Covenant they seek to restore the church to a true, 

biblical Christianity.  Like other heretical movements it assumes that all Christian 

churches have apostatized.  I want to remind you of something on this point, 

though it might not seem very spiritual.  If it’s new it ain’t true.  The word of God 

denies such a universal apostasy of the churches so that it is never shall be in 

need of a reformation.  

Mt 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 

will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

Eph 3:21  Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 

ages, world without end. Amen. 

It is interesting that this is the very same false premise which gave rise to the so-

called reformation movement that began in the 16th century, and to the Mormon 
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movement.  There is sufficient historical evidence for any that care to investigate 

the truth that the churches of Jesus Christ have existed parallel to the so-called 

reformation movement.  The churches of Jesus Christ were not reformed, had no 

need of reformation; and to be clear, they are not and have never been 

Protestant.  They never had to protest against anything in which their churches 

had en masse become corrupted.  But they have taken a stand against others that 

erred, and continued on as they ever were: the churches of Jesus Christ.  These 

churches were never a part of the Catholic system; therefore no reformation 

necessary. 

My personal experience with some of these Judaizers has been one of confusion 

and surprise.  Confusion because the followers and leaders of this movement 

speak (in the USA) English with Hebrew terms salted in it.  For example, instead of 

saying holy Scripture they say qodesh Scripture.  Instead of thank you they say 

todah.  For the law or commandments, torah. Instead of LORD, they prefer 

Yehovah.  Their pastors are called ‘Roels,’ which comes from the Hebrew verb, 

raah, to see.  So they are ‘seers’ or a kind of prophet to the assembly.  Etc., etc., 

etc. 

There is an alarming disdain for the use of the name of Jesus.  If you can get one 

of them to condescend to you they might explain some of why they do this.  They 

prefer a Hebraized form of Jesus, Yeshu <a.  Yeshua is the Hebrew name for Joshua, 

yet Jesus is never called Yeshua in either the Hebrew, Greek, or English Bible. One 

would at least think it would be acceptable to call the Lord Jesus by his Greek 

equivalent, Yesous.  Which is the name by which Jesus was called in the Greek by 

the diciples of our Lord Jesus.  But no.  So there is pretention to superiority to 

other who do not the same, and to a holiness for their dedication to learning the 

Hebrew language.  From observing the communications against myself and 

among themselves, these Judaizers have no substantial doctrine of their own.  

There is an inordinate amount of time spent ridiculing others for their ignorance 

of what they deem to be true. 
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Their error concerning the law is quite clear.  Evidently every instance where the 

word commandment is used refers to the law of Moses.  But that false notion is 

easily set aside by considering the Scriptures. 

Ga 6:2  Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

Joh 15:10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as 

I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 

Joh 12:49  For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he 

gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50  

And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak 

therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (What Jesus 

commanded are the commandments of His disciples.  What Jesus 

commanded is the law to which His people, those which have faith in Him 

are to follow.) 

Joh 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments. … 21  He that hath my 

commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 

loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 

myself to him. … 23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he 

will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto 

him, and make our abode with him. 24  He that loveth me not keepeth not 

my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which 

sent me. 25 ¶  These things (Jesus wasn’t referring to the law.  He was 

referring to the things that He commanded us to obey.) have I spoken unto 

you, being yet present with you. 

Jn.15.10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 11  These 

things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that 

your joy might be full. 

The law said, 
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Mt.5.21 ¶  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 

Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger 

of the judgment: 

But Jesus said, 

22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother 

without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and 

whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of 

the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in 

danger of hell fire. 

The law said,  

27 ¶  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou 

shalt not commit adultery: 

But Jesus said, 

28  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to 

lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 

heart. 

The law said, 

31  It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let 

him give her a writing of divorcement: 

But Jesus said, 

32  But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, 

saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 

adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 

committeth adultery. 

The law said, 
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33 ¶  Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of 

old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform 

unto the Lord thine oaths: 

But Jesus said, 

34  But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for 

it is God’s throne: 

The law said, 

38 ¶  Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, 

and a tooth for a tooth: 

But Jesus said, 

39  But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever 

shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 

The law said, 

43 ¶  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 

But Jesus said, 

44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that 

curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 

which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

You see, Mt.5.20  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall 

exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 

enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

It cannot be gainsaid that the commandments of Christ are superior to the Law of 

Moses.  Why should the people of God return to the old law to try to work a 

righteousness that no man is able to do apart from the power of the faith of Jesus 
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Christ?  Only by grace through faith can we be saved.  (Eph.2.8) Not by law and 

works.  No man can do the works of God apart from the faith of Christ. 

Joh 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that 

ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

We haven’t anything in us so that we might perform the righteousness of Christ.  

Our original human nature is corrupted, our body is called a body of sin.  (Ro.6.6)  

Regeneration affects no change in these.  If we will do anything it is only by the 

power of the Spirit of God working in us.  The old covenant did not impart a 

power to obey. 

Ro 8:3  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 

God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 

condemned sin in the flesh: … 9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, 

if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the 

Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. …14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of 

God, they are the sons of God. …15  For ye have not received the spirit of 

bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby 

we cry, Abba, Father. 

Verse 15 is particularly strong to contradict the error of Judaizers.  

We did not receive the Spirit of adoption to be turned back to the old 

law of bondage to work out our own righteousness.  God forbid! 

Heb 7:18  For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going 

before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. 19  For the law made 

nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we 

draw nigh unto God. 

That is the coming of the blessed Son of God who became the surety 

of a better covenant. 

He.8.7  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place 

have been sought for the second. 8  For finding fault with them, he saith, 
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Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 9  Not according to the 

covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the 

hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in 

my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 10  For this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 

Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I 

will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11  And they shall 

not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 

Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 12  For I 

will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities 

will I remember no more. 13  In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath 

made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to 

vanish away. 

In effect, contrary to New Testament Christianity, which interprets the Old 

Covenant by the New, Judaizers interpret the New Covenant with the Old.  They 

make the church a reborn Jewish synagogue with the blowing of shofar, middle-

eastern dances in the congregation, clothing (kippa and prayer shawls), 

sometimes draperies over various pieces of furniture which appear to have 

Hebrew inscriptions, sometimes a menorah (the seven-lamped candlestick of the 

tabernacle and Temple worship).  The only difference between the Jewish 

synagogue and a church under this system is that Judaizers feign faith in Meshiach 

Yeshua, which is a Hebraized form of the English, Jesus Christ.   

The error of Judaizers first came to the church of Antioch in Syria.  (Acts 15.1-31) 

For this reason, the Antioch church sent brethren to Jerusalem for help in 

determining what the truth is.  Keep in mind that the early churches at this time 

did not have the New Testament Scripture as we do now.  The question they 

asked was: Should the Gentiles be circumcised and keep the law of Moses.  (v.5)  

The conclusion of that conference was this: 
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Acts 15.19  Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which 

from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 20  But that we write unto 

them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and 

from things strangled, and from blood. 21  For Moses of old time hath in 

every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every 

sabbath day. 

What does this mean?  It means that the churches have no business getting 

tangled in the issues of Law of Moses.  It means that wherever the unbelieving 

Jews would come the Law of Moses would be taught to that society.  ... Moses … 

hath in every city them that preach him …  In this way unregenerate men among 

the nations are reset in their conscience about that which the LORD had written 

upon their hearts to condemn them for sin, not bless them for righteousness.  

(Ro.2.13-15) The instrument of the Law by condemning men for sin restrains 

them from a freefall into utter depravity.  As the law if removed the society will 

more speedily corrupt.  But it does nothing to save them.  

1Ti 1:8  But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; 9  

Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the 

lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and 

profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 

manslayers, 10  For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with 

mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any 

other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; 11  According to the glorious 

gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 

Christians and church who will walk in the Spirit have the grace of God working in 

their hearts.  Grace is sufficient to accomplish the work of God in the hearts of His 

people. 

1Ti 1:14  And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and 

love which is in Christ Jesus.  
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Those who believe in Christ, who walk after the Spirit will not commit murder, but 

love their enemy.  They will not covet their neighbor’s property, but seek his 

welfare.  Grace, exceeds the demands of the law.   

Now, the writing of the Law through Moses was only given to national Israel.  

(Sabbath and Sabbaths, tithing, feast days, sacrifices, circumcision, diet, etc. were 

given to Israel. [Titus, a Greek, purposed not to be circumcised. Gal.2.3]) For these 

Gentiles believers, the Old Testament Scriptures, which by the way is all that they 

had at this time, were interpreted according to the light which the Holy Spirit 

shed through the N.T. apostles, prophets, pastors and teachers, those gifted with 

wisdom and knowledge of Jesus Christ. When the New Testament Scripture come 

into written form it will be their guid.  Of the old scriptures it is written that they 

were a shadow of things to come, and not the very image.   (He.10.1)  

The Judaizers say that the New Covenant is not new, but renewed.  Yet the KJV 

Bible never translates the Gr. kaino<j, with anything but the English word new.  It 

is never translated with the English word renew.  The Greek to renew or to 

transform would have been, a]nakaino<w/a]nakai<nwsij or a]naneo<omai. And so 

the Judaizer treats the New Covenant as if it is reformation of an old thing, but it 

is not.   

Jer.31.31  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32  Not 

according (not like, ַכ ִרְּב  to the covenant that I made with their (אֹל תי

fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband 

unto them, saith the LORD: 33  But this shall be the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put 

my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34  And they shall teach no more every 

man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for 

they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, 
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saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 

no more. 

He.8.6 ¶  But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much 

also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon 

better promises.7  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should 

no place have been sought for the second. 8  For finding fault with them, 

he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 9  Not 

according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I 

took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they 

continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 10  

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in 

their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 

11  And they shall not teach every man his 17eighbor, and every man his 

brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the 

greatest. 12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins 

and their iniquities will I remember no more. 13  In that he saith, A new 

covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth 

old is ready to vanish away. 

He.7.15  And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of 

Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16  Who is made, not after the 

law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life. 17  

For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 18  

For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the 

weakness and unprofitableness thereof.19  For the law made nothing 

perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh 

unto God. 20  And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: 21  

(For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him 

that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for 
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ever after the order of Melchisedec:) 22  By so much (of a oath) was Jesus 

made a surety of a better testament. 

1Co 11:25  After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had 

supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft 

as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 

What about the issue of the law to Israel?  As a matter of historical fact in the 

missionary journeys of the apostle he confessed that he had been falsely accused 

of having taught the Jews among the Gentiles to cease from the rite of 

circumcision and from their customs.  (Acts 21.21)  However, at this time the 

revelation of the LORD through the N.T. writings were becoming clearer about the 

role which the law of Moses has to the N.T. believers, Jew and Gentiles in the 

churches of Jesus Christ.  That law was in fact decaying.  

Heb 8:13  In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old.  
                                                                                                                       
outdated. 
 
Now that which      decayeth         and waxeth old is   ready    to vanish away. 

                                           is being decayed            is aging           near    disappearance 
 

hath made … old, pepalai<wke, 3ps, perf. ind. act. of palaio<w; the 

perfect verb is a completed action in the past with present results; 

The LORD has constituted that the first covenant, the covenant of 

works, the Mosaic Law a thing outdated. 

which decayeth, palaiou<menon, nom. sing. neut. part. pres. pass. of 

palaio<w; same verb root above; that which is being decayed. 

waxeth old, ghra<skon, nom. sing. neut. pres. part. act. of 

ghra<skw; only other plc. is Jn.21.18, shalt be old; the noun, gh?raj, 

Lk.1.36, old age; so, ‘is aging’ 
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to vanish away, a]fanismou?, gen. sing. of a]fanismo<j, a] negative 

particle  +  fai<nw, KJV, to be seen, appear, shine; the Gr. verb, 

a]fani<zw, KJV, to disfigure, corrupt, perish, vanish away (Ja.4.14)   

The disappearance of this is much more forcefully felt by the time that Israel is 

driven from the land in A.D. 70.  The conclusion of Paul in Hebrews is that the just 

shall live by faith.  He.10.38  This believing-Jewish audience had not come to Mt. 

Sinai (so, not to the old law of Moses), but to Mt. Sion. They have come … to Jesus 

the mediator of the new covenant… He.12.18, 22, 24   And if this is so for the 

believing among the children of Israel why would any suppose that it would be 

otherwise for the Gentiles? 

The epistle to the Hebrews is a fairly late letter written by the apostle Paul after 

his arrest.  The other epistles of Paul written after his arrival to Rome say the 

same thing about the law.  Christ didn’t destroy the law, but He fulfilled it. 

(Mt.5.17)  He satisfied its demands, and implemented the new covenant.   

2Co 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 

might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

God counted Christ sin so that we might be counted righteous.  And 

if we are counted righteous then there is no law remaining to 

condemn us.  It is taken out of the way.  

The Law is removed as an obstacle between Jews and Gentiles: 
Eph.2.14-17, Christ’s death abolished the law which stood to divide 

between the believing Jews and the believing Gentiles; He reconciled both 

to God in His death by slaying that instrument which caused an enmity 

between the Jew and Gentile. 

Col.2.13-15, by the cross of Christ the handwriting of ordinances that was 

against us [Jew and Gentile] was blotted out;  

The book written to the Hebrews (the believing of Israel) manifests Jesus 

Christ is the fulfilment of the law, all of the types and figures, that One to 
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whom the entire sacrificial system pointed.  The law was a shadow of the 

real.  The real is the new covenant life by Jesus Christ.  

Heb 10:1  For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and 

not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices 

which they offered year by year continually make the comers 

thereunto perfect. 

Both Jews and Gentiles may now come into his church without the stigma 

of the old law to provoke them against one another, to render service 

through Jesus Christ to God. 

Ro 3:29  Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? 

Yes, of the Gentiles also: 30  Seeing it is one God, which shall justify 

the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

Col.3.10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 

knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11  Where there 

is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 

Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

What was that unique purpose for giving the law in writing to the nation of Israel?  

It imposed upon Israel constraints.  In this way, unlike the nations of the earth, 

God could bring upon Israel constant judgments.  For the most part, isn’t that the 

bulk of the testimony of the Old Testament Scriptures? There was no nation 

chastened like Israel, because they broke that written law. So, the law was the 

means which God chose to use to restrain this people so that the Christ of God 

could come and save His people from their sins.  That law kept Israel from 

becoming assimilated into the other nations of the earth.   

Ga 3:19  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 

transgressions (whose transgressions, but Israel’s), till the seed should come 

to whom the promise was made (meaning, until Jesus came); and it was 

ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 
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What should Christians do?  We don’t need to return to an external rule which 

provokes the flesh to act out in sin.  We don’t need a law which says that we must 

meet on this particular day of the week.  We don’t need a law which compels us 

to give a 10th.  We don’t need a law restricting our diet to only certain meats.  

Learning how to walk in the grace of God is what we need.  Learning to put away 

the deeds of the flesh and subjecting ourselves to Christ is what we need.   

Joh 1:17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by 

Jesus Christ. 

Ro 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the 

law, but under grace. 6:15  What then? shall we sin, because we are not 

under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

Gal.2.21  I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by 

the law, then Christ is dead in vain. 

Ga 5:4  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are 

justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 

Be a New Testament believer.   
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