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Sure, we have miles to go… but I am proud of 
my Church. Your love is solid, it is real and it is 
growing every day. 
 
You are loyal, 
You are longsuffering, 
You look past the sins of others, 
Your lifestyle is one of constant 
encouragement, 
You live every day in the Spirit, 
And your leadership sets the example for 
everyone around you. 
 
No pastor could hope to see greater fruit than 
that. 
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 Your Debt of Love 

February 12, 2017 
by C Benjamin Dill 

 
Good morning, Lighthouse, Welcome to “Show Your 
Love Sunday”!  
 
Are you ready for the Word of God this morning? 
 
Romans 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love 
one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled 
the law.  
 
As many of you know, Show Your Love Sunday is 
a long-standing tradition here at Lighthouse. 
 
Second only to our command to love the Lord 
Himself, we are commanded to love one another. 
 
Even if it were not directly commanded, loving one 
another would be the natural and automatic 
product of our loving the Lord. 
 
It works just like Jesus told the Pharisees; if they 
loved God they would also love Him; with the same 
authority I can declare to you that if you love Jesus, 
you will love others who trust in Jesus as well. 
 
Show Your Love Sunday is just a really good 
excuse, while the world’s attention is on Valentine’s 
Day and all those lovey things connected with it, to 
demonstrate the real thing publicly to each other. 
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So, if you are here as our guest for the first time today, 
you may be taken aback by all the cards and candy and 
the extra hugs and even holy kisses that everyone is 
being so generous with today. 
 
No, it’s not like this every Sunday; but minus some of 
the candy and cards it actually will be much the same. 
 
You see, we here at Lighthouse are highly committed to 
loving each other genuinely the way our Lord, by His 
example, is teaching us to do it. 
 
Many people know that in this Church we are dead 
serious about the Word of God; doctrine must be right, 
Scripture must be rightly divided with no compromises.  
 
But that also means that we also must be dead serious 
about how Jesus, (Who is the Word made flesh) tells us 
we ought to live our lives; the number one priority of 
which is LOVE! 
 
If you are looking for a place to just be religious and still 
go on believing and practicing whatever you always 
have or whatever you may want, there are lots of places 
you can do that and just fit right in.   
 
However, if you are looking for a place to grow in the 
Lord and actually put into practice what the Word of God 
teaches us; a place where Jesus gets the glory for every 
good thing, you may have just found a home. 
 
In a place where Christians are growing, love will always 
abound. 
 

 

Y:\Sunday Service Archive\2017\2017-02-12\Your Debt of Love 021217.docx 

11 
 
The Lord sees you out there picking up folks 
and running them around to Home Teams and 
Doctors’ appointments.  
 
As for me, I get to do all of the above plus one.   
John 21:15-17 
15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon 
Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more 
than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed 
my lambs.  
16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, 
Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep.  
17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because 
he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? 
And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all 
things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep.  
 
Some of you may see Lighthouse as just an 
ordinary little Church, not really much different 
than most any other. 
 
We are certainly no perfect Church; but we are 
no ordinary Church, either. 
 
There is more genuine love being practiced in 
this Church than any Church I have ever been 
around or known of in all my years of ministry. 
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Jesus certainly set the example for this! 
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.  
 
1 John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
because he laid down his life for us: and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren.  
 
Laying down our lives for one another isn’t 
always as dramatic as a soldier throwing 
himself on a grenade or taking a bullet for the 
president or for your pastor if the unthinkable 
should someday happen. 
 
What is your life? The Bible says your life is a 
little time. 
 
James 4:14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on 
the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away.  
 
Many of you are taking the precious little time, 
the life you have left and spending it; investing 
it, if you will, in the lives of others. 
 
You are driving miles and miles, cooking meals, 
studying for classes, meeting the needs of 
others purely out of love. 
 
Laying down your life, a piece at a time, for 
others like Jesus told you and showed you to 
do. 
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2 Thessalonians 1:3 We are bound to thank God 
always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because 
that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity 
[love] of every one of you all toward each other 
aboundeth;  
 
As a matter of fact, the litmus test of whether your faith 
is growing in the Lord can clearly be measured by the 
increase of your love for one another. 
 
Do you love Jesus? 
 
Do you love the brethren; us, God’s children, other 
believers? 
 
Today it is our hope to learn a little more about loving 
one another; maybe something that will cause you to 
leave a little different today than you came. 
 
The first aspect of love that I want to address is that: 
 
I. The command to love one another cannot be 
obeyed with a feeling. 
 
A. Remember what we learned last week about the 
tremendous effect that language and definitions have on 
understanding the truth?  
 
1. In Greek, the original language of the New 
Testament, there are four words that are commonly 
translated to our English word love. 
 
2. They are: 
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a. Storge, which is the natural familial love 
between parents and children. 
This term appears twice in the New 
Testament. 

 
b. Eros, which is sexual love. Does not 
appear in the New Testament at all. 

 
c. Philadelphia, which is brotherly or 
fraternal love.  This appears four times in the 
New Testament along with 16 other forms of 
the word used 18 times meaning everything 
from “lover of God” to “lover of money” to 
“lover of self”. 

 
d. Agape, which is love in a moral or social 
sense. This is our subject of the day and 
appears in one of three forms 320 times in 
the New Testament. 

  
3. The two forms of the word that most apply to our 
command to love one another are; 
  
 a. Agape, the noun that states what it is. 
 

b. Agapao, the verb form which tells us to do 
it. 

 
4. Neither of these is a feeling. 
 
B. Real love, by God’s definition, is a commitment 
to do the things that God says love is and the 
follow through to make it happen. 
 
1.  Your feeling doesn’t feed the hungry.  
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3. There are a number of other members here who 
go far above tithing and giving. When the Lord 
speaks to them about financial hardship going on in 
the lives of their brothers and sisters they often 
anonymously send help with usually no one but 
Jesus and myself knowing about it. 
 
4. 1 John 3:17 But whoso hath this world's good, 
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up 
his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him?  
 
5. They prove the sincerity of their love.  
2 Corinthians 8:8  I speak not by commandment, 
but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and 
to prove the sincerity of your love.  
 
6. They don’t help because those in need deserve 
it; in most cases, they are in need because they 
are consistently disobeying God with their finances. 
 
7. They do it purely out of love. 
 
Conclusion:  
 
There are many ways to show your love that we 
will not have time to cover today; let me share 
just two more. 
 
John 15:12-13 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one 
another, as I have loved you.  
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends.  
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have often translated this command. “Edify or shut 
up”. 
 
4. There are members in this Church that have 
never to my knowledge spoken a single word of 
discouragement to any other member or guest in 
this place but rather encourage and build up 
virtually every time they open their mouth. 
 
5. You know who you are and you make me proud 
to be your Pastor! 
 
B. You can Serve. 
 
1. Galatians 5:13-14   
13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; 
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but 
by love serve one another.  
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in 
this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  
 
2. Others are running here and there, unselfishly 
doing whatever it takes to keep the work of the 
Lord running smoothly; whatever the need. 
 
3. You also make me proud to be your Pastor. 
 
C. You can Give. 
 
1. Yes, we should tithe. Certainly, no believer 
should rob God; we all are responsible to bring the 
Lord His tithe. 
 
2. Also certainly, every believer ought to honor God 
by giving above His tithe. 
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2. Your feeling doesn’t get ahold of God on behalf 
of a suffering brother or sister. 
 
3. Your feeling doesn’t encourage the discouraged 
and defeated. 
 
4. Love is not how you feel, love is what you do! 
 
II. The command to love is a verb and must be 
obeyed with action. 
 
A. This begins with a proper motive; it must be real. 
 
1. Romans 12:9-10 
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that 
which is evil; cleave to that which is good.  
10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;  
. 
2. 1 Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls 
in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love 
one another with a pure heart fervently:  
  
3. Dissimulation is hypocrisy or pretense; 
unfeigned love is genuine love. 
 
4. Over the years you can’t even imagine how 
many people have said, “We love you, Pastor, you 
can count of me”; “good job, Pastor, I’m behind 
you” 
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5. All to get into a position of trust so they could do 
things you can’t even believe a Christian would 
ever want to do. 
 
6. If you are not going to love me unfeigned as a 
brother with a pure heart, I would much rather you 
just cuss me out and tell me how you really feel; at 
least I’ll know where I stand.  
 
7. Why pretend? You can fool all of the people 
some of the time and some of the people all of the 
time, but you can’t fool God any of the time! 
 
B. Love that is genuine produces a very specific 
kind of behavior. 
 
1. Romans 13:7-10 
7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear 
to whom fear; honour to whom honour.  
8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  
9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou 
shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not 
bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if 
there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.  
10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law.  
 
2. You owe a tremendous debt; first to the Lord and 
then to the Church itself; also to those individuals 
that God used to bring you to the truth.   
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3. Paul, who had led Philemon to Christ, reminded 
Him plainly of this debt.  
Philemon 1:18-19   
18 If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, 
put that on mine account;  
19 I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will 
repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest 
unto me even thine own self besides.  
 
4. The only way that debt that you do owe can be 
paid is with love. 
 
5. Verse 8 says, Owe no man any thing, but to 
love one another: for he that loveth another hath 
fulfilled the law.  
 
6. Love is the one exception where debt is a good 
thing! 
 
III. Here are some easy payments you can make 
on your debt of love. 
 
A.You can Edify. 
 
1. Romans 15:2 Let every one of us please his 
neighbour for his good to edification.  
 
2. Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good 
to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace 
unto the hearers.  
 
3. Use your words to encourage and to build each 
other up; never to discourage or to tear down.  We 


