
HONOR FOR ELDERS 1 TIMOTHY 5:17-25 FEBRUARY 12, 2017 

 
I. Honor Your Elders (5:17-18) 

A. Two Kinds of Elders: Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders (1 Tim 3:1-7; Heb 13:17) 

B. Give Twofold Honor 

1. Honor: Respect (Heb 13:7) 

2. Honorarium: Provision (5:18; Deut 25:4; Luke 10:7; 1 Cor 9) 

II. Discipline Your Elders (5:19-21) 

A. General Principle: Apply Matthew 18:15-20 to Elders 

B. Specific Principles for Elders: 

1. Public Ministry Requires Public Accountability (James 3:1) 

2. Public Reputation Requires Protection from Unfounded Accusations: The Requirement of Two or 

Three Witnesses (Deut 17:6; 19:15; Matt 18:16) 

3. Elders Found Guilty Require A Public Rebuke (Deut 13:11; Gal 2:11-14) 

4. The Solemnity of Discipline: In the Presence of God, Christ Jesus, and the Elect Angels 

(6:13; 2 Tim 4:1; Matt 18:18-20) 

5. Judge Without Haste or Partiality (Lev 19:15; Deut 1:17; Rom 2:11) 

III. Ordain Your Elders Wisely (5:22-25) 

A. Command: Do not be hasty to ordain new elders (5:22a) 

B. Reason 1: To protect both the ordained man and those ordaining from sin (5:22b) 

C. Personal Sidenote: Stay pure AND drink a little wine for health (5:22c-23; 3:3, 8) 

D. Reason 2: Evident and hidden sins (5:24; Num 32:23; Prov 26:27; Luke 12:1-3) 

E. Reason 3: Evident and hidden virtues (5:25 Matt 6:1-4; 1 Cor 4:5) 



“This is a necessary remedy against the malice of men; for none are more liable to slanders and calumnies than godly 

teachers. Not only does it arise from the difficulty of their office, that sometimes they either sink under it, or stagger, or 

halt, or blunder, in consequence of which wicked men seize many occasions for finding fault with them; but there is this 

additional vexation, that, although they perform their duty correctly, so as not to commit any error whatever, they never 

escape a thousand censures. And this is the craftiness of Satan, to draw away the hearts of men from ministers, that 

instruction may gradually fall into contempt. Thus not only is wrong done to innocent persons, in having their reputation 

unjustly wounded, (which is exceedingly base in regard to those who hold so honorable a rank,) but the authority of the 

sacred doctrine of God is diminished. . . . Not only so, but as soon as any charge against the ministers of the word has gone 

abroad, it is believed as fully as if they were already convicted. This is not merely owing to the higher degree of moral 

excellence which is demanded from them, but because almost all are tempted by Satan to excessive credulity, so that, 

without making any inquiry, they eagerly condemn their pastors, whose good name they ought rather to have defended.” 

—Calvin 

“Nothing is more difficult than to discharge the office of a public judge with so great impartiality as never to be moved by 

favor for any one, or to give rise to suspicions, or to be influenced by unfavorable reports, or to use excessive severity, and 

in every cause to look at nothing but the cause itself; for only when we shut our eyes to persons do we pronounce an 

equitable judgment.” —Calvin 

“In short, if a church fails to practice biblical ‘Presbyterianism,’ its ministry is bound to fail.’” —Philip Ryken 

“Ecclesiastical discipline is the exercise of that authority which the Lord Jesus Christ has committed to the visible church 

for the preservation of its purity, peace, and good order.” —OPC Book of Discipline, I.1. 

“Judicial discipline is concerned with the prevention and correction of offenses, an offense being defined as anything in 

the doctrine or practice of a member of the church which is contrary to the Word of God. The purpose of judicial discipline 

is to vindicate the honor of Christ, to promote the purity of his church, and to reclaim the offender.” —OPC Book of 

Discipline, I.3. 

 

Reflection Questions (for personal reflection and family conversation): 

1. What does it look like for you to honor your elders? 

2. Why is church discipline necessary? Why is it particularly important in the case of an elder? 

3. Have you seen church discipline carried out well? Did it accomplish its purposes? (“to vindicate the honor of Christ, to 

promote the purity of his church, and to reclaim the offender” OPC BOD I.3) 

4. How does our church keep from being hasty in the ordination of elders? 

5. What is your responsibility as a church member when a man is being considered for elder? 


