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Trait #5 - A legalist makes a negative impact on his home. 
  1) The home will be very rigid with little or no love shown or spoken. 
  2) The home will have an unbalanced emphasis on rules. 
  3) The home will give no answer to legitimate questions. 
  4) The home typically produces the same type of children; 
       1. Children who are proud legalists. 
       2. Children who are immature conformists. 
       3. Children who are totally rebellious. 
 
A legalist home never produces children who grasp grace, who are deeply in love with Jesus 
Christ and have a passion to know God’s Word.  Typically a legalistic home does not produce 
children who can relate well to others in the church. 
 
QUESTION #48 – What are some general observations concerning legalism in Galatians? 
 
Observation #1 - A legalistic message is contrary to God’s grace and God’s Word.  1:6-9 
 
Observation #2 - A legalistic message is from men, not from God.  1:10-11 
 
Observation #3 - A legalistic is extremely religious and zealous.  1:13-14 
 
Observation #4 - No legalistic system can produce justification.  2:16 
 
Observation #5 - A legal system nullifies Christ’s death.  2:21; I John 3:8 
 
Observation #6 - A legal system places a curse on people, whereas Christ frees people.  3:10-11 
 
Observation #7 - A legalist tends to become a sectarian.  3:26-28 
 
Observation #8 - A true believer may become very legalistic.  4:8-11 
 
Observation #9 - A legalist has absolutely no concept of liberty.  5:1 
 
Observation #10 - A legalist does not manifest the Spirit’s fruit.  5:22-23 
 
Observation #11 - A legalist only does good to certain people, not all people.  6:10 
 
Observation #12 - A legalist glories in his works, not in God’s grace and Christ’s cross.   
                                   6:13-14 
 
Law and grace are as opposite as God and man.  Keeping any system of man-made laws in an 
attempt to please God and be right with God is clearly man’s way, not God’s way.  As this study 
has shown, we are saved by God’s grace and we are kept by God’s grace and we are to live by 
God’s grace.  We do have liberty in Jesus Christ.  Certainly we should use our liberty to bring 
glory to God, but we should never disregard the liberty we have Biblically received. 
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QUESTION #49 – How would gray area decisions relate to legalism? 
 
There are some things in the Bible that are always wrong in the sight of God.  These things 
are not open for debate or discussion.  These specific things are not a matter of legalism, but a 
matter of wickedness.  Such things are always sinful, evil, and eventually punishable by God.  
Some of these things would be witchcraft, murder, sexual immorality, idolatry, drunkenness, 
stealing, lying, greed or gossip.  These types of things are always wrong by God’s classification 
in both under Old Testament Law and New Testament grace (Gal. 5:19-20; Eph. 4:25-29; 
II Tim. 3:2-4; Rev. 22:15).  There is nothing “gray” about any of these types of sins and by not 
participating in them has nothing whatsoever to do with being a legalistic religious person, but 
have everything to do with being an obedient child of God. 
 
However, there are some things that are not specifically classified as being sinful, which cause 
some problems between believers.  One believer seems to think something is perfectly legitimate 
and another believer seems to think the exact same thing is not legitimate and perhaps even 
sinful.  One believer thinks he/she has perfect liberty in Christ to enjoy something and another 
believer does not think he/she has any liberty to participate in the exact same thing. 
 
How do we resolve these differences?  What do we use as a basis for determining who is right 
and who is wrong?  How does God view gray areas?  How should we view them?  What does the 
Bible say?  This part of our study is designed to answer these questions. 
 
QUESTION #50 – What do we mean by “gray area”? 
 
Naturally when you think of the color gray, you immediately think of a color that is not pure 
black and it is not pure white, which really becomes the basis for our definition.  The term 
“gray area” refers to any issue or action, which is not a black or white Biblical issue.  It  
is an issue that is morally indifferent, which the Bible does not specifically say is right or 
wrong, and which causes strong believers and weak believers to differ in their opinions 
about it. 
 
QUESTION #51 – What was the major gray area issues during New Testament times? 
 
There were at least four major gray area issues during the days of the early church: 
 
(Gray Area Issue #1) - Buying and eating meat which had been sacrificed to a pagan “idol”  
                                          or “god” right in the pagan temple restaurant.  I Cor. 8:1, 4, 5, 10 
 
(Gray Area Issue #2) - Eating meat versus becoming a vegetarian.  Rom. 14:2 
 
(Gray Area Issue #3) - Observing or not observing special religious services and days. 
                                           Rom. 14:5; Col. 2:14-17 
 
(Gray Area Issue #4) - Drinking wine versus not drinking wine.  Rom. 14:21; I Tim. 5:23 


