
Sunday Morning, February 12, 2017
What True Repentance Looks Like Towards God

Psalm 51

I. True Repentance Is Against God’s Person   Ps. 51:4
A. David Is Guilty of Many Grievous Sins

B. But David’s Focus Is Singular and Personal

II. True Repentance Is Against God’s Holiness   Ps. 51:4
A. True Repentance Confesses I Am Guilty

1. David  Accepts All Responsibility for His Sin

2. David Acknowledges He Is Guilty   
Ps. 51:1–3, 5;  Isa. 6:1;  Isa. 64:6;  Ps. 32:5

B. True Repentance Confesses My Sin Is Repulsive to God
Ps. 51:4;  Jer. 66:4;  Ps. 5:4; Ps. 119:119;  2 Sam. 6:7

C. True Repentance Confesses I Am in Need of God’s Mercy
Ps. 51:1;   51:7

III. True Repentance Is Against God’s Love
A. Our Sin Is Against God’s Love, Not Primarily Breaking the Rules

Ps. 51:1;  Isa. 59:13;  Isa. 1:4

B. Our Sin Grieves God
Ps. 78:40;  Eph. 4:30; Ps. 51:17

1. Remember Your Sin Is Against His Love When You Are Tempted

2. Remember Your Sin Is Against His Love When You Are Repenting 

Quotes

"It is simply impossible for a man to meet the Lord of glory in the full revelation of His majesty and not
be grieved by his particular sins and want to confess them" Jack Miller

“Fallen man is not simply an imperfect creature who needs improvement: he is a rebel who must lay
down his arms. . . . Therefore repentance involves “unlearning all the self–conceit and self–will that we
have been training ourselves into.”
C S Lewis



“Whenever repentance is marginalized in conversion, it is usually because of an inadequate sense of
God’s holiness and the just demands of his righteous law. The consequence is that conversion is
represented merely as moral improvement: the addition of certain distinctives of Christian piety. Biblical
repentance however, involves, a fundamental renunciation of the world, the flesh and the devil: including
every pious experience or deed in which we have trusted.” 
Michael Horton

“Other people can sin against you, make your life difficult, and entice you to sin, but they can never make
you sin. When you sin it is always your fault, and you should never say or do anything to make it sound
like the fault lies elsewhere.”
Heath Lambert

"We will never seriously apply to God for pardon, until we have obtained such a view of our sins as
inspires us with fear." John Calvin 

“All gracious affections [feelings, emotions] that are a sweet [aroma] to Christ . . . are brokenhearted
affections. A truly Christian love, either to God or men, is a humble brokenhearted love. The desires of
the saints, however earnest, are humble desires: their hope is a humble hope; and their joy, even when it
is unspeakable, and full of glory, is a humble brokenhearted joy. . . .”
Jonathan Edwards

Repentance is not “a little bowing down our heads . . . but a working our hearts to such a grief as will
make sin [itself] more odious unto us than punishment.” 
Richard Gibbs

“Self–centered confession says, ‘I must stop this or I will be punished’—which nourishes the
self–centeredness of sin even as you think you are repenting.”  Tim Keller 

“When we forget the freeness of grace, the purpose of our repentance becomes the appeasement of God.
When we aren’t sure that God loves us in Christ, then confession and repentance become a way of
keeping on God’s good side with expressions of sorrow that we hope impress him with our sincerity and
move him to take pity on us. If that is what repentance becomes, it is self–righteous and will be bitter all
the way to the bottom. It will lead only to a forced compliance of the will, not a change of view,
motivation, and heart.”   Tim Keller

-"Suppose he had neither a heaven to lose, nor a hell to gain, yet he is sad and sorrowful in heart because
he has grieved God."  John Welch, b. 1576 


