
REDEMPTION 

Unparalleled Riches and Wealth In Christ 

 

Turn in your bibles to the Ephesian letter.  Ephesians 1.  We’re working through one of Paul’s letters to 

Christians which immensely helps us understand the immeasurable blessings that Christians enjoy in Christ. 

Unparalleled riches in Christ I’m calling them.  Spiritual blessings Paul calls them.  Blessings which belong not 

to the realm of the temporal, material world.  They are blessings which people, like us, who live in the temporal 

and material world can enjoy, but which belong to another realm or kingdom of which we are a part in Christ. 

The heavenly places is what this realm is referred to in this letter. Today we consider Blessing #3 – The 

Blessing of Redemption.  

Ephesians 1:7-8 In whom (the beloved) we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us.  

Read that with me, will you? 

Ephesians 1:7-8 In (the beloved) we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us.  

Now, let me read that in context.  Let’s go back up to verse 3 and read 3-8. 

So first was that Christians celebrate having been chosen by God, and then adopted by God.  And now we learn 

that a part of that involves being redeemed by God. 

First we’re going to just talk about what redemption in the bible is talking about.  Then we’re going to consider 

4 elements of our redemption.  Each one being a blessing in and of itself. 

Redemption is a financial term used of a various kinds of transactions.  In the Old Testament one of the 

practices of redemption was like this.  A person, a piece of property or land, or anything of value that was up for 

collateral could be seized if a contractual obligation is not met.   

So if person who had put themselves up as collateral defaulted on the debt they would become a servant or 

slave, if you will, of the lender.  They had to pay the debt with their own labor.  And this would create an 

extraordinary hardship on the family.  But the person could be bought back.   

But only by a redeemer – one who by law had the right of redemption.  Meaning, even if the master did not 

want to sell, he was required to by law. 

But, in addition, a redeemer had to be able to buy their freedom and willing to buy their freedom. 

Ok. So Redemption is to buy a person’s freedom. But without a redeemer who is also willing and able, such a 

person was in deep trouble.  Now the Jews, because God’s law was good, had every 7 years the cancellation of 

debts, which meant that the person could only be held for a maximum of 7 years.  But in the Roman Empire, 

where there was some 6 million slaves and no year of redemption, the situation was far more serious. 

Imagine falling into the hands of a lender who had no intention of letting you go.  And there was no one who 

was aware of your situation who had the power, the ability, or the right to come to your aid and free you.  Year 

by year goes by.  And then word reaches your family.  But everyone among your family is either not willing or 

not able.  It’s hopeless.  You’re stuck.  You are at the mercy of your task master. 



Then a kind and generous and wealthy and good man sends his eldest son from a distant land.  And he presents 

your adoption papers.  Adoption papers you didn’t know existed.  And that son offers himself as the payment to 

buy your freedom.   

Christians are said to be redeemed by God from their sin.  By committing sin, we became slaves of sin.  Sin 

personified then is our taskmaster.  And we cannot get free.  We cannot buy ourselves out of our enslavement.  

The price is too high.  And our taskmaster does not wish to sell.  Humanity - all of humanity - is in this 

condition.  Slaves of sin.  All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  Humanity’s only hope is for one 

who can buy back.  One who has the right to buy back and one who is willing to buy back. 

The Good News of the Gospel is that there is a God who loves sinners!  And there is a God who is able to meet 

sin’s price!  And grace upon grace HE …  IS …. WILLING!   

“There is a redeemer.  Jesus, God’s own son.” As the old song goes.  

Now what we learn about this redemption in verse 7-8 are the following elements: 

Element #1: Our Redemption’s Redeemer – The Beloved 

Vs 7 borrows from verse 6 to provide us the identity of our redeemer.  v. 6 and the adoption blessing offers a 

praise like this “to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”  The 

beloved one being Christ.  So verse 7 says in him, that is, in the Beloved, we have redemption, through his 

blood.   

Now there aren’t many times Jesus is referred to as “the beloved.”  In this book it is “in him”, “in Christ”, most 

of the time.  But here it is “in the beloved.”  The one sent away from heaven to redeem us is greatly loved by 

God.  So we are meant to feel the love of the father for us in that our redemption is found in His beloved Son.  

Our redeemer is Jesus the beloved One sent from God the Father to free us from our enslavement to sin. 

So the first element is our redeemer.  

Element #2: Our Redemption’s Price – the Life-blood  

“In Him we have redemption through His blood,” 

Christ’s blood was shed and in the shedding of blood his life was poured out.  Why? Because death was the 

price of redemption from sin.   

Since the law of Moses animals had been sacrificed continually on the altars of the Tabernacle and later the 

Temple as sin offerings.  But the blood of those animals never paid redemptions price.  They were only 

symbolic pointing Abraham’s descendants to a future blood sacrifice. 

The Angel Gabriel said to Joseph about the son of Mary whom he was to adopt as his own, “you shall call his 

name Jesus for it is He who will save His people from their sin.”  And the later on, the night Jesus instituted 

what we call the Lord’s supper, he said this. “This cup is the new covenant of my blood which is poured out for 

many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matt 26:28) 

Turn in your bibles toward the back of your new testament to 1 Peter 1.  The apostle Peter appealing to 

believers not to take for granted how blessed they are reminds them of the price of their redemption.  He writes 

“If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in 

fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like 

silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a 

lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the 



world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who through Him are believers in God, who 

raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” 1 Peter 1:17-21 

So the one who was able and qualified to redeem because he was sinless was also willing.  But it would cost 

him his life.  It would be at the expense of the Father’s beloved son.  We who are in Christ are free from our 

taskmaster and our bondage to sin because of the Father’s love for us and the son’s willing obedience to pour 

out his life on the cross for us. 

The spiritual blessing of redemption is more descriptively our liberation papers.  To be redeemed is to be set 

free.  The price of our adoption was the life of the one sent to facilitate that adoption.  Unparalleled riches in 

Christ.  There’s more to redemption, however. 

Element #3: Our Redemption’s Result – Forgiveness of Trespasses 

Ephesians 1:7-8 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses… 

Think about what this means.  Not only are we delivered from sin’s power to live the rest of our lives for God, 

with God and to God in a position of Christ’s righteousness, but we are delivered from our sin’s ultimate 

consequence. 

Sin which separates us from God is removed and we’re reconciled to God. 

The sins which justified our eternal damnation are pardoned. 

The sins which hold us in the grip of guilt and shame no longer have that power.  They have chains which have 

crumbled and disintegrated into a pile of ashes and have blown away in the wind. 

And notice we have forgiveness of trespasses.  Plural. Not just one but many.  We are sinners many times over.  

Our redemptions result is that all of them are forgiven.  Good news upon good news upon good news and there 

is more. 

Element #4: Our Redemption’s Reach – The Riches of God’s Grace 

Ephesians 1:7-8 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us.  

Many have wondered if there is such a thing as sins too many or too great such that the payment required would 

exceed the blood of Jesus.  This is perhaps helpful to consider.  Paul anticipates it even.  But we are to be 

assured that redemption’s result of forgiveness is commensurate to the riches of God’s grace.   

The bible knows of no limits to God’s grace.  As far as sins abound, God’s grace abounds still more. 

Now we would be in trouble if God was slim on grace.  But He’s not; He’s rich on grace.   

Turn in your bibles to Romans 5:18. You have got to see this!  In a discussion about the sin brought into the 

world through Adam and the work of Christ, the second Adam, to remedy what the first Adam did, we read the 

following.  Romans 5:18-21 

18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of 

righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one man's disobedience the 

many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 20 The 

Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 

21 so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 



What Christ came to do on the cross was sufficient to save any man and any woman from sin’s power and 

effect.  He is the Savior.  And what a Savior He is.  Remember this passage is aimed at helping us to begin to 

grasp the extent of how God has blessed us in Christ.   

The riches of His grace are lavished upon us.  Meaning we don’t get just a sponge bath from God.  We get grace 

upon grace upon grace.  We swim in an ocean of limitless grace.  Grace enough for every sin and for any sin. 

Grace enough for past sins.  Enough for future sins.  Lavished.  Lavished!  Lavished!! 

And this is not motivation to sin more; this is motivation to love more. 

I want you to think of the story Jesus told that helps drive this point home. (Luke 7:36-50) 

God’s grace toward us and our sin always reaches the fullness of our sin and beyond. 

It is part of what it means to be God - to be without limit in all of His resources.  God is infinite and we are 

finite.  So we can rejoice in the hope of the love and grace and unparalleled riches of our eternal God and Father 

and that of His Son and our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Conclusion: 

What can be our response to what we have heard, and to what we are trying to embrace?  Praise, Worship, 

Love… 

This is why Paul interjects on several occasions and says “to the praise of His glory”.   

So for the Christian, it is to rejoice in our spiritual blessings which are ours in Christ. 

For the person who has yet to respond to God’s calling to repentance and salvation: What can be your response 

to what you have heard?   

It’s either to reject God’s grace or reach out and receive it by faith in Jesus Christ.  You ask, “What does it 

mean for me to reach out and receive it by faith?” You can agree with God about your sin.  Admit you’re a 

sinner to God.  Believe that Jesus died on the cross to save you and redeem you by pouring out His blood and 

life for you.  Commit your life over to Him.  Resign your lordship of you to His Lordship of you.  Surrender.  

Let’s pray. 


