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Blessed are the Pure in Heart

Matthew 5:8

Introduction
At the end of the month I will be flying out to California to attend the Shepherds’ Conference for

church leaders and to see my relatives. I praise the Lord that He has given my dad such a long life. He is
now 91. Throughout my life I have liked being with my dad. Even as a kid, it did not matter whether we
were going fishing or I was going out on a job with him, I wanted to be with him. I loved him and I knew
that by his actions that he loved me. Those times to be with him have only become more precious in the
23 years that we have lived here in New York. 

But as much as I love my dad and like to be with him, there were also times that my dad was the last
person in the world I wanted to see. Like the time I was 8 or 9 years old and accidently broke a
neighbor's window. I fled straight to my favorite hiding place. I was not happy to see my dad open the
door and peer in at me and ask if there was anything I wanted to tell him. (He later took me with him to
repair the window and apologize to our neighbor). 

I believe that is the way it is with all of us in our relationship to God. There is born within every
child an innate knowledge of God (Romans 1:19). As we grow older and become more conscious of our
sinfulness, a fear of God also develops. A proper fear of God is the beginning of knowledge and wisdom
(Proverbs 1:7; 9:10) which will lead us to the salvation He offers in Jesus Christ and will keep us
reverent and give Him the respect that is due Him. An improper fear can result in either extreme of
withdrawing from God or turning against Him with defiant anger and hatred. 

This morning I want to talk to you about being able to come to God with the same hope and
excitement that young children have in running into their parents arms. There will be a longing to see
God and a desire to be with Him when we have the next characteristic listed in our study of the
Beatitudes, Matthew 5:8 - “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

Seeing God
Let me state at the outset of this sermon that everyone will eventually see God. The question is in

what capacity you will see Him? Will you stand before God as His children whom He loves and for
whom He has prepared a dwelling place so that you will always be with Him? Or will you stand before
Him to be judged and found condemned by your own deeds and therefore separated from Him for all
eternity? Will you see Him once or continually? 

Revelation 20:11-15 describes what happens to those that are not forgiven their sins by God’s grace
through faith in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. “And I saw a great white throne and11 

Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for
them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened;12 

and another book was opened, which is [the book] of life; and the dead were judged from the things
which were written in the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in13 

it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one [of
them] according to their deeds. And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the14 

second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was15 

thrown into the lake of fire.” Take note that verses 12-13 make it clear that it is according to their own
deeds that they are judged and condemned.

Paul gives a similar description in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8. Jesus will come from heaven “with His
mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do


