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Revelation (4-5) – A True Worship Service 

 

When we talk about corporate worship, there are a lot of opinions about what a true worship 

service is, what it looks, sounds, and feels like, and so on. What does the Bible say, what is 

God’s plan for our worship? What causes real worship, worship that is both truly heartfelt and 

truly holy? This text gives us a glimpse into glory, and in this panorama we will see many of the 

principles we need to faithfully follow if we are going to worship in spirit and in truth. Let’s look 

at this mighty text and revel in the majesty, the awe, and the wonder of this worship together.   

 

Remember the book of Revelation is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Revelation 1-3 shows the 

struggling saints, and Revelation 6-20 shows the unfolding of the end times, with the judgment 

of the earth, the justice of God, and the joy the saints.  Revelation 4-5 presents a scene of eternal 

love, perfect peace, and ultimate joy, which always exists in God’s presence. Revelation 4-5 

transports us into the Worship Center of the Universe. Corporate Worship is important to God 

and Revelation 4-5 gives us a taste of heaven, and several marks of a God-centered service. 

Notice that this worship is based in worth-ship.   

 

 A Celebration of God (praise, singing, proclamation) 

 The Presence of God 

 A high view of God 

 A constant focus upon God 

 A distinction between God and man  

 A deep sense of the fear (Awe, Reverence) of God 

 A people separated unto God 

 Repentance toward God 

 Prayers to God 

 The exaltation of Christ, as worthy, as the only way, as the glory of God 

 

Chapter 4:1-3, 5 – The Sovereign on the Throne  

 

Vs.1 – True Worship is at the Invitation of God. Lots of people worship a god who is a 

projection of their best feelings.  

 

Vs.2 – True Worship Acknowledges the Sovereignty of God. The Throne is noted 46 times in 

Revelation, 14 of these times are in Chapter 4.  

 

Vs.3 – True Worship Reflects the Beauty of God. The Throne of God is ringed vertically by a 

rainbow. The saints (kings and priests) are gathered at the foot of God’s Throne. 

 

Vs.5 – True Worship Respects the Holiness of God. John was seeing what Moses, Isaiah, and 

Ezekiel saw (Exodus 19:16 / Isaiah 6:1-6 / Ezekiel 1:22-27). The seven lamps denote 

completeness and symbolize the Holy Spirit of God. Scripture portrays the presence of God as an 

unbelievable display of power filled with dazzling lights, sounds, and colors. 

 

Vs.4, 6-7 – The Scene around the Throne  
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Vs.4 – True Worship Unites the Redeemed. The number 24 suggests many Biblical ideas. There 

were 24 courses of priests in the service of the Tabernacle and Temple (1 Chronicles 24:3-5). 

There are also two groups of 12 that represent God’s saints: the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 

Apostles. The Bible emphasizes the importance of gathered, corporate, public worship. Think 

about what John was seeing. We have a great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1).  

 

Vs.6 – True Worship is Continuous in the Presence of God. These living creatures are cherubim, 

angels, who are always worshipping around the throne. Corporate worship is about a sense of 

God’s presence, and we should want as much of the Word and worship of God as we can get.  

 

Vs.7 – True Worship Reveals God’s Attributes – Lion – Jesus’ kingship. Ox – Jesus’ 

servanthood. Man – Jesus’ humanity. Eagle – Jesus’ deity.  

 

Vs.8-11 – The Song before the Throne  

 

Vs.8 – True Worship is Focused Upon God. The purpose of our corporate worship service is for 

our congregation to worship God. We are here to build a worshipping community. We gather, 

not simply as individuals in a group setting but as a unit. When we see worship as entirely an 

individual thing that is mostly about me “entering in” to my own experience, we are worshipping 

our own experience. True corporate worship increases our hope for future glorification which 

God has placed in the hearts of his people (Romans 5:2, 8:24-25). When we envision 

worshipping God and what comes into our minds is only about and for ourselves, we fail to 

recognize what we are a part of (1 Peter 2:9).   

 

Vs.9 – True Worship Glorifies God. Not just in its aim but in its actuality. True worship seeks to 

give God glory and true worship does give God glory.   

 

Vs.10-11 – True Worship Submits to God (cf. Philippians 2:5-11)  

 

Chapter 5:1-4 – The Unworthiness of Man  

 

Vs.1 – Our Destiny – This scroll before God’s Throne represents Christ’s “title deed” to the 

universe. It is the document that declares the climax of human history (cf. Psalm 2:8 / Ezekiel 

2:9-10 / Daniel 12:8-9). In New Testament times a will was sealed seven times as it was rolled 

up, to protect it from tampering. The seals were not to be broken until after the person whose will 

it was had died. What’s going to happen?  

 

Vs.2 – Our Dilemma – Who is worthy? Who has the power of history? Who can save us?  

 

Vs.3 – Our Discovery – Everyone and everything falls short of God’s glory (Romans 3:10, 23). 

Whatever we may be looking for to save us, we can’t find it outside of God.   

 

Vs.4 – Our Despair – A realization of our hopelessness. The hallmark of a true experience of 

God is a sense of awe, and accompanying it, a sense of unworthiness. This isn’t simply about 

self-condemnation and professions of constant failure; it is about our weakness compared to His 

strength. The tears of sorrow turn to tears of joy at the revelation of Jesus.     
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Vs.5-14 – The Worthiness of the Lamb  

 

Vs.5 – The Identification of Jesus – The Lion of Judah – Genesis 49:9-10 – Judah is a lion's 

cub… The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until 

tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. The Root of David 

(Isaiah 11:1-10, 61:1). The Conqueror – John 19:30 / Romans 8:3 / Hebrews 2:14-15 – He 

triumphed over the devil, over sin, death and hell. Jesus paid the price of our sin with His own 

body and blood, so He is our able and worthy redeemer.  

 

Vs.6 – The Position of Jesus – Jesus is in Heaven as our Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5), our 

Advocate, in the midst of the Throne room of God (cf. Romans 8:34 / Hebrews 7:25 / 1 John 

2:2).  Jesus has what it takes to redeem His people and to claim His inheritance. Jesus is called a 

lamb in Revelation 28 times. He has been pictured as the Lamb of God throughout Scripture.   

 In Genesis 22, the ram for Isaac was a picture of Christ giving His life for the individual   

 In Exodus 12, we see that at Passover, the lamb was slain for each family 

 In Isaiah 53 we see that Jesus the Lamb died for the nation of Israel  

 In John 1:29 Jesus is identified as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 

 1 Peter 1:18-19 tells us that our redemption was by the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God 

Biblically speaking, seven represents the number of perfection.  

 Seven horns refers to the fact that Jesus is perfect in power, He is omnipotent  

 Seven eyes refers to the fact that Jesus is perfect in wisdom, He is omniscient  

 Seven spirits refers to the fact that Jesus is perfect in presence, He is omnipresent  

 The phrase seven spirits of God isn’t teaching that there are seven Holy Spirits. It is 

speaking of the sevenfold Spirit, described in Isaiah 11:2 as (1) the Spirit of the Lord, (2) 

the spirit of wisdom, (3) the spirit of understanding, (4) the spirit of counsel, (5) the spirit 

of might, (6) the spirit of knowledge, and (7) the spirit of the fear of the Lord. 

 Jesus is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. In other words, the perfect Lamb of 

God is God the Son, Christ Jesus! 

 

Vs.7 – The Authority of Jesus – Jesus takes the title deed as the exalted Lord of glory  

 

Vs.8 – The Acceptance of Jesus – He holds our songs and keeps our prayers  

 

Vs.9-14 – The Worship of Jesus  

 Vs.9-10 – They Sing about the Plan of Jesus   

 Vs.11-12 – They Shout about the Perfections of Jesus 

 Vs.13-14 – They Submit as the Possessions of Jesus  

o The Jewels in Jesus’ Crown – Isaiah 62:3 – You shall be a crown of beauty in the 

hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  Zechariah 9:16 

– On that day the LORD their God will save them, as the flock of his people; for 

like the jewels of a crown they shall shine on his land. Malachi 3:17-18 – They 

shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured 

possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. Then 

once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, 

between one who serves God and one who does not serve him. 

 


