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Prayer for Fulfilled Hopes 
2 Thessalonians 1:10-12 

Russ Kennedy 

 

Illustration: the focus of a telescope or binoculars. 

The aim of this series on the priorities in prayer has been to help us focus our praying on what 
Paul thought important to pray for.  

Our hearts are often focused on our situations, seeking relief.. 

Our thinking about prayer is often misinformed and misguided. We pray too often for the 
wrong things in the wrong way expecting wrong results.  

Our thinking about corporate prayer (praying together as Christians) is often aimed at some 
kind of persuasion of God.  

We often think that if we have enough faith then then God will be obligated to respond to 
that faith – it is thought of spiritual coinage put in the vending machine that dispenses the 
chocolate bar of what we desire. 

We often think that if can get enough people to pray for a particular request that God has 
some standard or measure or tipping point that if just enough people ask then He moves. 

The common thought here is that somehow we think God is primarily interested in relieving 
our troubles and trials, our difficulties and distresses. I can categorically say that is not a 
Biblical way to think.  

This is why when we read the prayers of Jesus, of Paul, of the New Testament Apostles, they 
don’t sound much like how we pray. This means that our hearts are pursuing other things in 
and through prayer that are not what the Scriptures set forward. That is not to discourage you 
from praying for relief from troubles and trials. But that should not dominate your praying. 
These prayers we have been studying should have already begun to reshape how you pray and 
what you pray for.  

This chapter has two prayers in it. They bookend this chapter. They provide a parallel structure 
for how Paul opens this letter to a very discouraged church. This church has begun to sink down 
under the dreadful persecutions from outside and problems from inside. They are losing hope. 
They are caught in wrong thinking about their suffering under persecution. They are struggling 
with dealing with sin in the church. So it feels like all that they hoped for and were longing to 
see God accomplish is not going to happen.  

IF we start in verse 11, we hear “To this end we always pray for you…” To what end? Well the 
paragraph before. There is an aim and purpose for that prayer that comes before it. So we back 
up to be sure we have that and we find verse 5 opens with, “This is evidence…” Hmm, what is 
evidence? Something that is talked about in verse 3-4 is a witness that will make sense of verses 
5-10. So the chapter is somewhat following this structure: 

Praise for the grace of God that brings patient enduring in their suffering; 
Promise for the future destruction of the wicked who cause their sufferings; 
Prayer focused on requests for revived hope and confidence in the end of their suffering. 
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This letter is written to people who are discouraged, losing confidence in the ministry they do 
and in the people who they are serving with. So the letter opens with encouragement through 
prayers and a promise. So there is encouragement for us in the midst of our difficulties. We 
might not identify very closely with persecution—but many of us are enduring afflictions that 
weigh in heavily on our spirits. 

The	Encouragement	of	Praise	 (v.3‐4)	
How we need, in the midst of difficulty, to hear words that encourage us. Paul praises them 
by noting how God had answered his prayer in 1 Thessalonians 3:10-13. For what God is 
doing in them in the midst of their extremity, he is very thankful. 

The	Obligation	of	Thanksgiving	 (v.3)	

What interests me here is the sense of obligation. He saw thanksgiving for people’s spiritual 
growth as a necessity. Is this our view? Do we observe spiritual growth in others without 
responding in praise to God? 

3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your 
faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is in‐
creasing. 4 Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your 
steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are en‐
during.  

For	a	Growing	Faith	

Paul begins by considering the vertical dimension in their faith in God. If Paul could 
give thanks for their growing faith, then the church could give evidence of it. Now 
what would that be? How can Paul say that their faith is “greatly enlarged” (NASB)? 
There are two ways in which our faith can be enlarged. 

Our knowledge of God and the Word is growing.  Through attendance to the means 
of grace, our understanding of truth which elevates our affections and directs our 
wills, grows. 

Our trust in God and reliance on His Word is growing. Through application of our 
growing understanding, we are ever more trusting in the providence, provision and 
purifying purposes of God. 

For	an	Increasing	Love	

That leads us then to quite naturally consider the second element, the horizontal di-
mension with men. There is an abounding or overflowing of their love. Again, we 
must ask ourselves how he knows this to be true?  The larger testimony of Scripture 
indicates how a true and growing love is expressed and evaluated. 

Paul knows it because of their sacrificial deeds. They have done much for Paul and 
for one another. Their love expressed itself in words and deeds. So will ours. A grow-
ing Godly love will manifest itself in sacrificial deeds for others. 

Paul also knows because of their Biblical submission. They have been careful to sub-
mit to the Apostles and to those who led them. It may have been evident in their 
families. A growing godly love will express itself in mutual respect and regard for 
one another.  
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The	Opportunity	to	Boast	 (v.4)	

Their walk with Christ gave Paul opportunity to boast about them to other churches. We 
know that Paul did this in order to encourage other churches in their difficulties or to mo-
tivate them to complete ministries they had committed themselves to. 

There	is	a	connection	between	our	endurance	with	our	hope.		

Because they were suffering, then their endurance and faith grew. If Paul gave 
thanks for their faith and love, then what is this but another way of expressing 
hope? Faith is seeing with our understanding the realities of spiritual truths so 
that we embrace them no matter what the cost or circumstances. In hope, we pa-
tiently endure until that which we have understood by faith becomes a reality. 

There	is	a	connection	between	patience	and	suffering.		

Since tribulation exercises and thus develops endurance, we will be soft in our 
faith and fading in our endurance unless God brings affliction and suffering in our 
lives. This is the underlying reason for the easiness of our modern Christianity. 
We come to comfortable buildings to hear motivational messages and it rarely 
costs us anything. In fact, let it cost us something, and we will often simply not 
come. What would a church think of us today when their very existence was 
threatened by the might of the Roman empire, the power of the local government 
and the animosity of the pagan and Jewish cults around them? We know little of 
this. We are not pure enough in our walk nor powerful enough in our witness to 
incur the real and visible anger of the lost. 

Now we may trivialize the depths of their suffering by drawing parallels with our own 
perceived suffering at the brutal hands of our past abuses and our present afflictions. I fear 
when we do that. What they are commended for is a patient endurance rooted in faith in 
the midst of a very real fiery furnace. So we rather than being excused from class for the 
course of Suffering 101, we are exhorted to endure in the light of their graduate level expe-
rience of suffering. If our own experience of affliction and stress and discouragement is trivial in 
comparison, then how much more disastrous is our lack of determination and endurance.  

The	Encouragement	of	Promise	 (v.5‐10)	
There is no encouragement like knowing when and how our problems are going to come to 
an end. In the light of the present suffering and persecution, what are the future prospects? 
How and when will all this come to an end? And will it come to an end that satisfies the 
justice of God that is reflected in our own sense of justice? 

5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— 6 since indeed God 
considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to 
you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 
know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will 
suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of his might, 10 when he comes on that day to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony 
to you was believed.  

The message of these paragraphs speaks these words clearly into our own life situations: 
“What you are going through will end well.”  
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The	Righteousness	of	God	 (v.5‐7a)	

Here is the foundation on which their faith and hope and encouragement rests: God is a just 
God who will do justice. It rests on His unchanging character. 

It is right of God to use suffering as a measure and means of making us worthy of His 
kingdom. So the suffering in view here is what comes to us because of seeking God's 
Kingdom first. If the sovereign crown of Christ came through the suffering cross of 
Christ, then it is right to endure affliction before expecting glory. 

It is right of God to bring about the end to suffering that is consistent with His char-
acter; that is to say, He will repay with the wicked affliction and relieve the blievers 
of their afflictions. What God will do in the day of His wrath will be a just and right-
eous vengeance. God has the right to punish those who have continued on in unbe-
lieving sin.  

So what we are going through will end well because God is just. 

The	Revelation	of	Jesus	Christ	 (v.7b)	

Here is the breath-taking prospect which is the end of history. Jesus will be revealed 
from heaven. He will be accompanied by the spectacle of His mighty angels. He will 
come in flames of fire to destroy the wicked and this cursed earth from which will 
emerge a new heavens and new earth.   

So what we are going through will end well because Jesus is coming. 

The	Retribution	to	the	Unbeliever	 (v.8‐9)	

In that day, God will deal out the retribution that will be the just reward and wages 
of sin in the unbeliever. This is where you will stand if you are not quickened by the 
Spirit of God to see your sin and sinfulness and to feel its offense against God. It is 
not possible to hear these words with believing hearts and not gasp with the horror 
of it all. But what is said here is flowing out of the justice of God on the day when the 
glory and power of Christ are unfolded for all to see. It is intended as hope sustaining 
encouragement. 

The	Condemnation	of	the	Lost	 (v.8)	

Did not know God. Here are those who suppressed the knowledge of God in 
creation, conscience and culture who never heard the gospel. There is sufficient 
revelation to ensure the justice of their condemnation for they will be without 
excuse. 

Did not obey the gospel. Here are those who heard and consciously rejected the 
gospel. The hearing of the gospel carries with it an obligation: the obedience of 
faith. So the gospel is not only to be believed, but also obeyed. In fact, it is only 
truly believed when it is obeyed. 

The	Condition	of	the	Lost	 (v.9)	

The horrible consequence of your unbelief and condemnation is characterized. 

As	paying	a	penalty.		

There will be a constant and abiding sense that you will be suffering simply what 
is richly deserved. There will be no appeals to injustice, no shaking of the fist 
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against God. The astounding glory and holiness of God will so strike the unbe-
lieving on that day as to bow their knees to Christ even as they are smitten with 
awful penalty of their punishment. 

As	eternal	destruction.		

Now the word here does not refer to annihilation, but to death as separation. It 
must not be argued that these words point to the final annihilation of the lost in 
cessation of being. No, that misses the point that the just penalty is eternal. There 
will be no end to it. Ages upon ages upon ages will roll and each millennium will 
be but a tick of the clock of hell’s eternity. That you will suffer the everlasting 
torment of hell, as the penalty for a lifetime of sinning does not excise the justice 
of God, rather it exhibits the greatness of the glory you have sinned against. 

As	separation	from	the	presence	and	power	of	a	glorious	God.		

Eternal destruction is being shut out from the conscious presence and glorious 
power of God. Even today, you live your life against the constant background 
murmur of the self-disclosing presence of God for we live and move and have 
our being in Him. Though you may deny it, suppress it, alter it or openly rebel 
against it, you cannot escape it. Then there will come a day when you will be 
confronted the possibility of the fullness of being sustained and satisfied with 
that glory and you will be thrust away from it.  It may mean little to you today—but 
then it will be the very fiery agony of hell. 

So what we are going through will end well because unbelievers will be punished. 

The	Results	for	the	Saints	 (v.10)	

If we only had a dim sense of the brightness and the wonder of this day we would be like 
little children standing tremblingly on tip-toe waiting in shivering anticipation of the sat-
isfying joy. 

God	glorified	in	us.		

I have no words by which I can begin to express what this will mean. All the elo-
quence of human expression would be like a candle in the brightness of the sun. All 
the elevation of human expectation would be like a thimble of water in the vastness 
of the ocean. But only this I can say. Imagine your greatest joy, your greatest pleasure, 
your most satisfied moment, your highest ecstasy. Elevate it by the greatness of God 
and extend by the eternality of God and purify it by the holiness of God and you will 
still only be an infant pleased by the touch on the cheek. For this day every believer 
yearns with a sin-breaking power. 

God	marveled	at	by	them.		

What does this mean? We marvel at the intricacies of life systems and cellular struc-
tures and genetic codes. We marvel at the vast galaxies moving in the grand dance of 
the cosmos and the vast sea of stars. But what will it be to be amazed by God—to 
marvel at Him. I am sure that a great part of our astounded wonder at God will be in 
the satisfying greatness of His glory. 

So what we are going through will end well because God will be marvelously glori-
fied in believers. 
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Loved ones, what we are going through will end well. It will end well because of the just 
character of God, because of the coming of Christ, because of the punishment of you who 
do not believe and because of the glory in you who do believe. It will end well. 

The	Encouragement	of	Prayer	 (v.11‐12)	
If this is how it will end, then how do we live now? This is the encouragement Paul offers by 
prayer. The assurance that it will end well should not suppress, but rather sustain prayer. 

11 To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his call‐
ing and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, 12 so 
that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to 
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

The	Poise	of	Growth	 (v.	11a)	

To what end? To the end that they may bring glory to God by the testimony about them 
and the testimony to them! Paul’s prayer is focused on requests that prioritize the growth 
of people and glory of God. It is poised to sustain hope in terrible times. It is framed by the 
fact that evildoers will be punished. Their work is not in vain. Their love and longsuffering 
should continue even when it is bleak, dark and so very hard. He is praying so that they 
Christ will be glorified in them and they will publically marvel at the wonder of God. 

The	Petition	for	Gratification	 (v.11b)	

Two petitions are offered here. Here are the priorities in prayer when we or others are 
discouraged and disheartened.  

To	be	made	worthy	of	your	calling.		

We have been called to His kingdom and glory. Are you thinking and living in a 
way worthy of that call? Look at the connection to verse 5, “that you may be 
considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering…” 
and verse 11, “that our God may make you worthy of his calling.” The context of 
that worthiness is in enduring suffering, particularly the hardships and suffering 
that comes at the hands of wicked people. It was not merely a matter of threats 
or imminent danger. It was the real pressure and pain from people with lawyers, 
sticks, swords and fists.  

There is also a sense here that we have to be worthy of the suffering. In other 
words, we have to be qualified to suffer persecution. Sure makes me wonder 
about us, our day, our time, our place. No one here has… 

To	fulfill	your	hope	and	work	

Here is a request that God fulfill your delight (good pleasure, purpose) prompted 
by goodness and your work prompted by faith. Don’t miss this. In their terrible 
circumstances they had a kind of happy purpose that moved forward to do the 
work their belief, their faith, prompted them to do. So the prayer is that God 
would be pleased to all them to see those purposes, plans and works brought to 
fulfillment.  

Notice what is not being prayed for here. There is not a word requesting the end of their 
trouble and persecution. Isn’t that a surprise? Why is that? Why is Paul not comforting 
them with assurances that he is praying that God will bring an end to the troubles and 
trials? Because that is almost never a priority of Bible praying. The focus of prayer here is 
on the kind of people they are becoming. It is on their being encouraged by the near term 
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fulfillment of their hope and faith in ministry. It is on their being enabled to endure by the 
long term view of Jesus’ coming, His righteous judgment, the vindication of His people 
and the ever increasing wonders of His glory marveled at by all. 

It is God who is at work to fulfill these requests. Yet, we are not passive, inactive in the 
fulfillment. We are active participants. God enables our patient endurance. Carrying on 
with confidence and assurance in the midst of great hardships is being worthy of God’s 
calling. Anything less is falling short. Anything less is displeasing. And we do so by the 
power that God pours in us. We do so because He has already made us worthy in Christ. 
Now we act out that worthiness by patiently enduring in life and ministry. We become 
who we are. 

So I must ask you, is this how you pray? >>> Expand 

We must bend our knee like the bow and send the arrows of these petitions to hit straight 
and true in the target of God’s glory. 

The	Purpose	of	Glory	 (v.12a)	

That we live worthy of God’s calling and that God’s power fulfills our delight in Him and 
our work for Him must be done so that the name of Jesus, that is, worth and value are 
magnified in us. And all our worth and value is in Him. Almost all of these prayers have 
had the glory of God as their great aim.  

The	Provision	by	Grace	 (v.12b)	

How do we patiently endure affliction till Jesus comes with a life worthy of magnifying 
Jesus? By the enabling power of grace. The things we pray for, shaped and focused by the 
Word, are brought about by the grace of God. His poise towards us and His power in us 
causes us to be and do what these priorities frame. 

 

Reflect	and	Respond	

You whose only prospect is the retribution to be dealt out in the awful wrath of God—trust 
Jesus today and bow to Him as King. 

You who are suffering affliction for the sake of Christ as believers—take heart. It will all turn 
out well in the end. He will then repay the wicked and relieve the distress by amazing us 
with the intensity of the His satisfying glory. 

You who are satisfied with passing pleasures and glittering prosperity —take caution. You 
are living a life unworthy of the kingdom and glory of Christ.  

Pray differently. Pray with the foundations, the framework and focus of the Scriptures. In-
tentionally, practically, regularly pray like the Bible.  

 

 

 

 


