
Ps. 5  “Speech-Patterns”

For the Children: When you go out shopping, or watch TV, you will often hear people speak bad words.  Sometimes 
even young children use these words.  Sadly, you will sometimes hear these words from children (or adults) in the 
church!  But those who love the Lord are taught by Him to speak in a different way.  We are taught to speak good words 
that help others, words of prayer and worship.  The Lord’s Supper reminds us that we have been delivered from Satan, 
sin and death.  It reminds us that our speech should therefore not be the speech that Satan loves, but the speech that God 
loves.  Questions: Give kinds of speech displease the Lord?  What causes bad speech?  What causes godly speech? 
What is godly speech like?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: What Comes from the Mouth of the Wicked
• Speech Defects: When the heart is not right, the speech is not right (Mt. 15:11; Mk. 7:20-23).  The Psalm 

mentions, for example, the problems of boasting, falsehood and deceit, and flattery.  We could add, bad 
language and blasphemy, gossip and slander, complaining, angry words and heresy.  Even noble unbelievers, 
who keep such things from their speech, reflect their false religions and philosophies in their words

• The Inward Cause: That David is looking at the cause behind these problems, a heart that is not right with God, 
is seen in v. 9 – the mention of the “inward part.”  The “throat” of the wicked is an “open grave,” full of 
corruption, because the natural man is totally depraved.  Hence Rom. 3:10-18 alludes to this passage to prove 
the doctrine of “total depravity.”  The basic problem is that the natural man is rebellious against God (v. 10)

• How the Lord Reacts: David warns that the Lord has no evil dwelling in Him.  He takes no pleasure in 
wickedness i.e., He hates it (vss. 4-5).  He therefore removes it from His presence (v. 5) – either by banishment 
of the wicked to hell, or by removing the sins of His people through His Son.  On that basis – the Lord’s holy 
character and warning – David calls upon the Lord to hold the wicked guilty, to thwart their plans, to condemn 
and destroy them

Second Point: What Comes from the Mouth of the Righteous
• The Removal of Defects: David asks the Lord that He would lead him in righteousness and make His way 

“straight” before David (v. 8).  David does not want to imitate the sins of his enemies, but to give a good 
witness to the holy God and His ways and to live as He would have His people live.  Thus we are to strive to 
speak as verses like Eph. 4:29 command, in a gracious and edifying way

• The Basis of Good Speech: However, the Lord’s “Way” of righteousness is more than a manner of behaviour 
on the part of His people.  Ultimately, the Way is Christ.  Leading in righteousness begins with His imputed 
righteousness, from which inevitably develops the Holy Spirit’s enabling grace in our daily walk in the Lord’s 
ways
  

• Good Prayer-Speech: The effect of Christ and His Spirit upon our speech includes not only avoiding the evil 
speech of the wicked; it also results in prayer. – both in words and in “sighs too deep for words” (Vss. 1-3, 
with Rom. 8:26-27).  David prays in the morning, showing how eager he is to begin each day with the Lord. 
He also watches, confident that God answers his prayers

• Good Worship-Speech: The effect of Christ and His Spirit upon our speech includes also the things we utter in 
public worship – the praise and thanks and supplications.  In contrast to the wicked, David will bow down in 
reverence in the presence of the Lord (v. 7).  All who love the Lord’s Name and take refuge in Him will be 
glad, sing for joy and exult in Him, as they worship Him (v. 11).  Knowing that the Lord is our Refuge, Shelter 
and Shield – that He surrounds us with His favour, protects and blesses us (vss. 11-12) – creates this desire for 
worship.  The Lord’s Supper, which focuses on the greatest demonstration of this grace of God, in the sacrifice 
of His Son for us – should produce such speech in us – gracious, edifying, prayerful and worshipful speech

Conclusion:


