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Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 5 You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your strength. 6“And these words 
which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk 
of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the 
way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 8 You shall 
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates (Deuteronomy 
6:4-9).

A Question for Jesus

What would you ask Jesus if given the opportunity?  Would it 
be about UFO’s or why is there suffering in the world?  Would you 
ask Him why there is so much bickering among Christians or 
theologians or why evil people prosper or who really shot 
President Kennedy.  The thing about questions like those, 
however, is that they don’t generally have a direct affect upon our
lives; they’re simply designed to satisfy curiosity.  

One day a religious lawyer approached Jesus and asked Him 
a question. The question this man asked (unlike the ones above) 
makes all the difference in the world when it comes to the 
decisions we make on a daily basis.  He asked, “Master, which 
is the great commandment in the law” (Matthew 22:36)?  
In other words, “According to God, what is the most important 
thing that a person should actually do?"

To this Jesus gave the well-known answer, 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. 38 This is the first and great 
commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On 
these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets (Matthew 22:37-40).
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The Love Criteria

According to Christ, the most important thing a person can 
do is love God and his neighbor.  But another question must be 
asked: By what criteria do we determine that which constitutes 
loving God and our neighbor?  How do I know if what I have done, 
am doing, or will do, is an act of love?  Is it possible that acts of 
love would be construed by the world as an act of hatred and 
vice-versa? 

There is a portion of Jesus’ quotation that is often ignored.  
We see it in verse 40.  Jesus says that on these two 
commandments hang krematai all the law and the prophets.  The 
way a door hangs on its hinges or art hangs on a hook, the law of 
God is somehow hanging on the command to love God and love 
our neighbor.1

It’s as if the love of God is the Christmas tree and the laws of
God are the ornaments.  Or the love of God is the body and the 
law is the clothing by which we adorn ourselves.  As Hans 
Christian Andersen’s fable indicates, I certainly cannot say I am 
well-dressed if I am not wearing any clothes, nor can I say that 
the tree is trimmed if there are no ornaments.  Similarly I cannot 
say that I love God or my neighbor without adorning my behavior 
(and seeking adorn my very heart) with the law of God.  We 
should know what is right, seek to do what is right and seek to 
love (to have great pleasure) doing it.

There is a great deal of talk today about love, where the 
means by which love is defined is dictated by the flesh, the 
culture or that which seems right in our “own eyes” (Judges 
17:6; 21:25)2.  Christians, of all people, ought to know what love 
is.

Law, Love and Liberty

1 In Matt. 22:40, the expression possibly being a metaphor taken from the custom mentioned by Tertullian of 
hanging up the laws in a public place to be seen of all men. This would imply that all of the Law and the prophets 
are succinctly contained in the precepts here mentioned, setting forth our duty to God and man. Others believe that 
the interpretation of this verse is that the Law and the prophets depend upon these two basic commandments.

2 6. every man did that which was right in his own eyes—From want of a settled government, there was no one to
call him to account. No punishment followed any crime.
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Viewing the law of God as the criterion for love may help 
diffuse our natural difficulty with the entire subject before us.  For 
many the word ‘law’ (or more specifically ‘the law of God’) evokes
a very negative response. The law of God and its role in the life of 
the Christian is very misunderstood.  The law has become 
something that many Christians feel burdened by, even though 
we are told by John that the law of God is not burdensome (1 John 
5:3).  

James gives us some insight on the way Christians should 
view the law of God.  

But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty 
and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer 
but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in
what he does (James. 1:25).3

The law of God liberates and blesses.  Christians should have
the same disposition toward the law that David had.

The law of Your mouth is better to me Than 
thousands of coins of gold and silver (Psalm 
119:72).

Liberated From What?

James calls the law of God the “perfect law of liberty”.  
Liberty is a precious commodity.  Yesterday we celebrated our 
declaration of liberty as a nation from King George III’s Great 
Britain.  Many felt George III had overstepped his authority as a 
monarch and the colonies needed liberation or freedom.  

There is a great debate as to which is more precious, safety 
or freedom.  There may be some merit to the quote, “Those that 
prefer safety over freedom, deserve neither.”  For five generations
we have had a populace that has not had to face a severe lack of 
freedom up close and personal.  We celebrate liberty as if it is 
part of the uniformity of nature—the way we might celebrate a 
3 The “law of God” here may refer to the whole truth of God (law and gospel) and not merely ethical obedience.  But
the context (“law aside filthiness…doers of the word…bridle his tongue…visit orphans, widows…unspotted by the 
world”) could not possibly exclude ethical obedience.
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sunrise or sunset—something axiomatic or automatic—to be 
taken for granted.  The delusion that freedom is part of the 
natural state of affairs may be one of the greatest enemies of 
faithfulness, integrity and the gospel itself.

What does James mean? From what does the law liberate us?
Liberty means freedom.  If we have been liberated we have been 
set free.  In what respect does the law accomplish this?  
Ultimately we must acknowledge that, as we have learned, it 
frees us from improper views on how to love.  Along with this, 
however, the law of God frees us from a great many things.  You 
can add to the list, but among the things the law of God frees us 
from are…

Manipulation 

The law of God frees Christians from manipulation.  
Christians know they should behave differently from the world.  
When the Holy Spirit enters a person they will seek to walk in the 
statutes of God (Ezekiel. 36:27).  In other words, we will seek to 
love God and our neighbors.  

Apart from God’s law, however, we do not know specifically 
of what our behavior should consist.   This opens up many 
Christians to manipulation.  Paul writes Timothy,   

For among them are those who enter into 
households and captivate weak women weighed 
down with sins, led on by various impulses, 
always learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 3:6,7). 

This is not a principle merely applied to women but anyone 
who wants to obey God while finding him/herself ignorant of 
God’s law.  Instead of being led by God’s truth, we’re led by 
various impulses (ἐπιθυμία epithymia longings, lust or cravings).  
Some will actually interpret these impulses as the Spirit of God.  
You can be a Christian many years and engage in hour upon hour 
of study—always learning.  But if you’re lead by impulses rather 
than Scripture the truth remains elusive.  
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A very snide H. L. Mencken once defined Puritanism as “The 
haunting fear that someone, somewhere, may be happy.”  An 
elder in our church conveys a story when he was in college of a 
Christian man who viewed laughter as unbecoming for the 
faithful.  “There will be time for laughter in heaven” he said, “for 
today we must be about saving souls.”  Seems to be some 
crooked thinking here!

A former deacon in our church told a story of how his pastor 
tested the sincerity of his faith by requiring him to mow the 
pastor’s lawn. Knowing the law of God frees Christians from the 
guilt manipulators and Pharisees.  If you know the law of God you 
know what is righteous in His sight.  

Consequences

Knowing and seeking to keep God’s law frees us from 
consequences.  One of the great misunderstandings of grace is 
that there are no consequences for the violation of God’s law.  
There are consequences for sin.  We cannot lie, cheat, steal or be 
unfaithful without it somehow negatively affecting our lives; or 
doing terrible damage to family and cultures.  Conversely, if we 
obey the law of God it will result (as James wrote) in blessings.  

Knowing and seeking to obey the law of God liberates us 
from the principle that our sin will find us out (Numbers 32:23).  
The idea that there are no consequences for sin is a popular, yet 
tragic, miss-perception for today’s Christian who doesn’t 
completely understand the nature of God’s grace.  Years ago I was
speaking with a person who had engaged in a horribly destructive
series of sins.  When we began to talk about the harm done, the 
pain inflicted and the road to healing it, they said, almost 
casually, “Isn’t there forgiveness?”  Yes there is.  But like David 
whose sins had been washed away, there were still some very 
real consequences for his adulterous and murderess affair with 
Bathsheba.  

His house would be full of violence, adversity, public humility
and sorrow (2 Samuel 12:9-15).  Although we cannot assume that 
God always works exactly the way he did with David4, we do see 

4 For example, Job went through horrible trials and yet was considered blameless and upright, fearing God and 
shunning evil (Job 1:1).
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here an example of God judging5 a man under God’s grace6 who 
had violated God’s law.  The blessings or afflictions from 
obedience or disobedience may not be immediate or individual, 
but they do exist.

Bondage  

The law of God liberates from bondage.

Hear, O earth! Behold, I will certainly bring 
calamity on this people—The fruit of their 
thoughts, Because they have not heeded My 
words, Nor My law, but rejected it (Jeremiah 
6:19).

  The United States is at a very interesting place in history.  
We can actually see what happens to a people who at one time 
had respect for God’s law but no longer do.  The calamity that we 
see in our nation is a calamity that God promises to those who 
reject His law.  At times the offenses and the judgments are the 
same thing.  

Within the borders of the United States we are witnessing a 
blatant lack of respect for human life; whether it be abortion, 
euthanasia, gang violence, children killing parents, parents killing 
children, etc.  Promiscuity is ruining households and bringing 
diseases for which there are no cures.  We have acquired debt in 
the trillions and the church of Christ, instead of being viewed as 
light, salt and a place of beauty, wisdom and substance has 
become (largely speaking) an object of ridicule. 

All of these sins and judgments are warned of in Scripture. It 
has been said, “They would never have been ruined thus by 
the judgments of God’s hand if they had not refused to be 
ruled by the judgments of his mouth.”7  The prophets would 
be crying for repentance. The law liberates us from temporal 
bondage. 
5 Not eternal judgment.
6 Some think that David was under law and not grace.  This comes from a misunderstanding of the old covenant 
which was a covenant of grace, not works.  Read Psalm 51 and see if you don't come to the conclusion that David 
was a man under grace?
7 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and unabridged in one volume (p. 
1235). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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President Woodrow Wilson, a Scotch Presbyterian, in his 
speech entitled ‘The New Freedom’ stated,

“I have long had an image in my mind of 
what constitutes liberty.  Suppose that I were 
building a great piece of powerful machinery, and
suppose that I should so awkwardly and 
unskillfully assemble the parts of it that every 
time one part tried to move it would be 
interfered with by the others, and the whole 
thing would buckle up and be checked.  Liberty 
for the several parts would consist in the best 
possible assembling and adjustment of them all, 
would it not? If you want the great piston of the 
engine to run with absolute freedom, give it 
absolutely perfect alignment and adjustment 
with the other parts of the machine, so that it is 
free, not because it is let alone or isolated, but 
because it has been associated most skillfully 
and carefully with the other parts of the great 
structure.  

What is liberty?  You say of the locomotive 
that it runs free.  What do you mean?  You mean 
that its parts are so assembled and adjusted that
friction is reduced to a minimum, and that it has 
perfect adjustment.  We say of a boat skimming 
the water with light foot, “How free she runs,” 
when we meant, how perfectly she is adjusted to 
the force of the wind, how perfectly she obeys 
the great breath out of the heavens that fills her 
sails.  Throw her head up into the wind and see 
how she will halt and stagger, how every sheet 
will shiver and her whole frame be shaken, how 
instantly she is “in irons,” in the expressive 
phrase of the sea.  She is free only when you 
have let her fall off again and have recovered 
once more her nice adjustment to the forces she 
must obey and cannot defy.”8

8 Essie Chamberlain, Essays, Old and New (Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York, Chicago, 1926), pp. 112,113.
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Human liberty consists in nothing less than the skillful 
adjustment of humanity to the perfect law of God.  The more we 
are perfectly aligned with the law of God the more our freedom.  
When we obey the breath out of heaven our sails are full.  When 
we throw our heads back and stiffen our necks to the law of God, 
we too shall halt and stagger until we repent to the force that we 
must obey and cannot defy.

Pride 

The law liberates us from pride, or an undue admiration of 
self.

What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly 
not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin 
except through the law. For I would not have 
known covetousness unless the law had said, 
“You shall not covet” (Romans 7:7).

It was the law of God that humbled Paul and made him 
realize that he was a sinner.  At one point Paul thought he was a 
law-keeper (Philippians 3:6).  True meditation of God’s law will, by 
the grace of God, relieve us of that self-delusion.  In light of recent
political decisions and the ensuing vitriolic dialogue, I posted the 
comment:

Two accusations Christians should be prepared to
patiently endure: being called self-righteous for 
seeking to obey your Bible or hypocritical for not 
obeying it enough.

A friend responded by saying that both were correct.  But I 
have found when I actually seek to obey the Scriptures, I don’t 
feel self-righteous.  On the contrary it is very deflating to my 
sense of my own goodness.  We are all clearly law-breakers.  

If we seek to remove the law of God from the equation of 
Christian living, and human interaction in general, we will not so 
acutely perceive our own sin and need for Christ.  Seeking to obey
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God’s law makes us and/or keeps us desperate for Christ.  If the 
law is watered down in the name of grace, we can become self-
confident.  In this case our need for Christ will not appear as 
desperate as it truly is.  The law must be ever before us and we 
must continually seek to walk in it; in doing so we will be kept 
humble and ever aware of our need for Jesus. 

Judgment
 
The law must also be brought before the unbeliever (as with 

Paul) that they might see their need for a Savior.  In this respect 
the law works in conjunction with the gospel to bring salvation (or 
liberation from damnation).  As the Psalmist writes,

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul 
(Psalm 19:7).  

The law has always had a specific purpose, actually three 
purposes: It reveals the righteousness of God—thus our sin and 
need for a Savior; though it cannot change the human heart, it 
restrains evil. It curbs those who have no regard for rectitude 
(rightness of principle) and justice; it reveals the standard for 
righteous living—an instrument for the people of God to give Him 
glory and honor.

On this side of glory, we continually find ourselves at odds 
with the breath out of heaven.  We simply fail to yield to the laws 
of perfect alignment.  As if hell is attached to our feet and we run 
amuck at best.  But in our knowing this, the law has achieved one 
of its goals.  It has reminded our flesh that the law, in a sense, 
needs to be nailed to the cross.  

If the law is taught in such a way as to think we can ignore it,
we have become least in the kingdom of heaven.  But even more 
treacherously, if it is taught in such a way as to think we can keep
it, we have consigned our souls to hopelessness.  Let us know the 
law, embrace the law and seek to keep the law with all our hearts,
souls, mind and strength.  This, above all things will cast us into 
the outstretched arms of only true law-keeper, Jesus Christ the 
righteous.
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Questions for Study

1. What would you ask Jesus if given the opportunity?  Why (page 
1)?

2. What is the most important thing a person can do (pages 2, 3)?

3. What by criteria do we determine that which constitutes loving 
God and our neighbors (page 3)?

4. From what does the law of God liberate us (pages 4-9)?

5. Have you ever felt manipulated? How can that be avoided 
(pages 5, 6)?

6. Does grace mean there are no consequences for disobedience 
to the law of God?  Explain (page 6).
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7. Does the law of God speak to bondage in a historical/temporal 
sense?  If so, How (pages 7, 8)?

8. How does the law of God affect the way you view yourself 
(pages 8, 9)?

9. How does the law function in deliverance from judgment (pages
9, 10)?
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