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HOT TOPICS – HOMOSEXUALITY 

“Roots of Homosexuality” (Matt. 19:3-9; Romans 1:18-32) 

We are living in a day when we are witnessing the rise of militant homosexuality around this 
planet. In the West, some churches tolerate and celebrate homosexual sin not only among their 
members, but also even among the clergy! Even Asia, with its centuries of traditional values, is 
not immune to this phenomenon.  

The family is under an unprecedented assault today and we are being intimidated to be 
silent in our defence of the traditional family unit. If you believe what the Bible says about 
homosexuality, you are labelled a hateful, homophobic bigot. Despite their bombastic approach, 
homosexual advocates are like the rhetorician in the story who wrote in the margin of his notes, 
“Argument weak. Shout here.”  

To accept a perversion from God’s order anywhere ultimately requires the logical 
acceptance of perversion everywhere. However, almost everyone agrees that there must be some 
limits to sexual activity. In most countries certain sexual desires such as rape, bestiality, 
polygamy, incest, and paedophilia are set outside the lines of lawful activity. So if there is a line 
that we must not morally cross, the question must be: Who establishes that line? 

Christians don’t need to wrestle with their consciences to formulate an opinion over the 
question of the moral legitimacy of homosexuality, because God has already settled the matter in 
His Word. This is not “homophobia” but a simple obedient response of the creature to his or 
her Creator. It is not our opinion or preferences we’re declaring.  It is God’s. Public opinion 
changes with the prevailing cultural influences but God’s word never change and can never 
change.  

Once we open the door to let personal lusts determine the legitimacy of a sexual 
preference, a society has no objective basis for making any moral judgments on sexual activity 
between two or more partners of either sex - even non-human partners. It would be purely 
arbitrary moral discrimination to concede one alternative situation and then deny others. If we 
leave the keys under the mat on the issue of homosexuality, don’t be surprised if Joe Mormon 
with his ten wives or Merv ‘the Perv’ who feels attracted to children turns up and demands to 
use it to get into the door of acceptable moral activity! There is a sharp and slippery slope from 
Mount Inclusivity.  

GOD’S ORDER FOR MANKIND 

We live in such a man-centred world today that we forget that we did not create ourselves. We 
are the creation of the great Creator. Therefore, He alone has the sovereign right to impose His 
framework for how we His creatures live our lives.  
 
THE FIRST MAN 
 
The first record of man in Genesis is in v26 of chapter one. He will be created at the end of the 
list of God’s creatures on the sixth day. Man will be the finishing touch in creation. God will 
pronounce now that everything He has made as “very good” (v31) at the end of man’s creation. 
That was the world as it was “meant to be” – perfectly ordered according to God’s purpose. Sin 
is the runaway virus that once introduced changed everything.  
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Man is also the object of God’s redemptive purpose. All of the rest of creation will be 
obliterated in the future, but man will inhabit eternity. Man is important but the object or 
purpose of man’s life is not man. As our Catechism aptly summarises, “Man’s chief end is to 
glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever.” Sadly, we live in a world that is consumed with 
elevating man over God. However, we are God’s creatures and wholly dependent on Him, “For 
in Him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28). Even today, God controls our very breath, 
“In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind” (Job 12:10). This sovereignty 
extends to not only to mankind’s creation but the type of creation man was to be.  

Man was uniquely created “in the image of God” and “male and female.” (Gen. 1:27) We must 
also note that mankind was not meant to be uniform, for they were made, “male and female.” This 
implies that the male and female species were to be distinct from the beginning. Men are not 
women and women are not men. This would be not just physically but in the roles they would 
play. That means that homosexuality (and transgender activity) is a direct assault on that 
distinction. For this is an attempt to undermine the fact that male and female were given to be 
the complement and completion of one another. 
 
THE FIRST MARRIAGE 
 
The first marriage was no mere social convention or contract, but it is the first divine institution. 
We must observe that the idea of marriage was not Adam’s idea but the sovereign plan and will 
of God, “I will make him an help meet for him” (Gen. 2:18). Even in the perfect environment of 
Eden with a perfect relationship between God and Adam, that the Lord observed, “It is not good 
that the man should be alone” (Gen. 2:18).  The Lord noted the need of Adam for a “help meet” and 
took active steps to meet that need.  

God made man with an innate desire for human companionship. A wife was to be that 
primary companion for most men, although singlehood can be sovereignly appointed for some 
as the exception to the general rule (1 Cor. 7:7-9). The Lord Jesus Christ would cite the Genesis 
record in the NT to explain that God was teaching that marriage was permanent and only 
between one man and one woman.  

  
The Pharisees also came unto Him, tempting Him, and saying unto Him, Is it 
lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? And He answered and said 
unto them, Have ye not read, that He which made them  at the beginning made 
them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore 
they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder. They say unto Him, Why did Moses then command to 
give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them, Moses 
because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but 
from the beginning it was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, except i t  be  for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth 
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. (Matt. 
19:3-9) 

 
The leaving and cleaving are explicitly stated as being from “a man” and “his wife” (not wives). 
Thus, Jesus emphatically upheld “traditional” one man/one woman marriage. So fornication, 
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polygamy, homosexuality, and divorce are not part of God’s perfect order. Sin complicated 
God’s designed order and brought marriage division (Gen 3:12), polygamy (Gen 4), adultery 
(Gen 16), homosexuality (Gen 19), fornication and rape (Gen 34), and prostitution and incest 
(Gen 38). When the serpent got a foothold in Genesis 3 into God’s model family, he launched 
an unrelenting campaign against the ideal home. Thus, homosexuality is instead a radical 
perversion of God’s design for the procreation, pleasure, and preservation of the human race. 

In God’s definition, there is no such thing as polygamous marriage (it is not Adam plus 
Eve and Evelyne) nor is there such thing as a homosexual marriage (it is not Adam and Steve). 
Adultery and polygamy are perversions of marriage, but homosexuality is the ultimate perversion 
because it is an inversion of God’s marriage plan. Sodomy is the ultimate satanic desecration of 
God’s sanctified order for marriage relationships. It is the final tipping point of depravity in any 
civilization, as revealed in Romans 1. One man, one woman, “till death us do part” is God’s 
design! It always has been and it always will be! 
 

GOD’S VIEW OF HOMOSEXUALITY 
 
The Bible never commends or condones homosexual desire or behaviour on any level. Rather, it 
consistently and repeatedly condemns it as that which God hates and promises to punish. 
Homosexuality is denounced in the Bible as “abomination” (Lev.18:22), “folly” and a “vile” thing 
(Judges 19:23-24), “unseemly” (Rom. 1:27), “them that defile themselves with mankind” (1 Tim. 1:10), 
and “going after strange flesh” (Jude 7). Sodom and Gomorrah were cities that were consumed with 
that perversion of God’s order (Gen. 19:4). The Apostle Paul warns of the consequences of such 
a lifestyle, 
 

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6:9-10) 
 

 As a consequence of their brazen sin (cf. Isa. 3:9) which was rooted in their pride (cf. 
Ezek. 19:49-50), God judged the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah as an example of eternal 
destruction, “Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over 
to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” 
(Jude 7; cf. Rev 21:8). Sodom and Gomorrah symbolise in the Scriptures the depravity of man’s 
heart and also God’s judgment on sin.  
 

ROOTS OF HOMOSEXUALITY 
 
God created mankind in a defined order where a man is only to be complemented in a family 
unit with a woman. God created no other alternatives in the fabric of humanity! So for 
homosexuality to arise, then someone must choose to go the other direction against that divine 
order.  

Homosexuality is a direct consequence of the fall of man. It is a sinful choice made 
because of the depraved heart of man. God does not create a person with homosexual desires. 
The Bible teaches specifically that homosexuality is a result of denying and disobeying God. The 
Apostle Paul reveals the source of the desire and the process leading up to homosexual activity, 
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For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that 
which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto 
them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and 
creeping things. (Romans 1:18-23) 

 
Sinners refuse to give God the honour and thanks due to His Name, His Person, His Words, 
and His Work. Their breath is in the Hand of God and their daily necessities are under His 
tender care. Yet, they ignore His blessings and only refer to God when they are blaspheming or 
sneering at Him for some natural disaster or tragedy that they hear about. The root cause of this 
rejection of God’s truth is not a lack of evidence of God’s existence but pride. Paul makes this 
clear in v22 that, “professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.”  
 

Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own 
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. (Romans 1:24-25) 

 
This denial and rejection of God’s existence by changing “the truth of God into a lie.” led 

sinful man to embrace creature-centred idolatry for true religious worship, “and worshipped and 
served the creature.” The first on this list of idols is man himself. Interestingly, this was the same lie 
that the devil snared our first parents, “ye shall be as gods” (Gen. 3:5). So instead of man being 
made in God’s image, man seeks to make gods in man’s image. Man is created innately religious, 
so if he will not worship God, he will create an object to worship even if he has to manufacture 
it himself. As a consequence of idolatrous activity, God then handed man over to embrace self-
worship by self-deification. This then led to God simply removing His restraint and allowing 
rebellious sinners innate depraved nature to run its inevitable course of degradation and self-
destruction in their sexual morality, “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of 
their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves.” 
 

For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did 
change the natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the 
men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward 
another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in 
themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. And even as they did 
not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind, to do those things which are not convenient; (Romans 1:26-28) 
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Spiritual degeneracy quickly leads to moral degeneracy. As his view of  deity degenerates, 
so depraved man’s morals degenerate inexorably also, “For this cause God gave them up unto vile 
affections.” Homosexuality does not just lead to God’s judgment but is itself a judgment for sinful 
thoughts, “and receiving in themselves  that recompence of their error which was meet.” Depraved man’s 
self-worship manifests in the embrace of sexual activity more closely reflecting that - the man 
embraces another man who more closely resembles himself. John Piper explains, 
 

… we have exchanged the glory of God for images, especially of ourselves. The beauty 
of heart-worship has been destroyed. Therefore, in judgment, God decrees that this 
disordering of our relation to him be dramatized in the disordering of our sexual 
relations with each other. And since the right ordering of our relationship to God in 
heart-worship was dramatized by heterosexual union in the covenant of marriage, the 
disordering of our relationship to God is dramatized by the breakdown of that 
heterosexual union. 
 

Fallen depraved man cannot attack God directly as God inhabits eternity. So his rebellious heart 
seeks to debase God’s image revealed in humanity. Piper goes on to explain that God’s image is 
the real target, 
 

Homosexuality is the most vivid form of that breakdown. God and man in covenant 
worship are represented by male and female in covenant sexual union. Therefore, when 
man turns from God to images of himself, God hands us over to what we have chosen 
and dramatizes it by male and female turning to images of themselves for sexual union, 
namely their own sex. Homosexuality is the judgment of God dramatizing the exchange 
of the glory of God for images of ourselves. 

 
Homosexuals are fond of arguing that they are genetically predetermined to be 

homosexual in sexual attraction and identity in the same way that a person’s racial profile is. 
Therefore no one is to be blamed for his homosexuality, and hence nothing can be done to 
change it. However, God states in Romans 1 that to embrace the gay lifestyle is a sinful choice. 
Homosexuals choose to suppress the truth they know about God, “when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God” and “they did not like to retain God in their knowledge.” They choose to 
embrace idolatry, “And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man.” As a result of man-centred idolatry, these sinners then choose to embrace the homosexual 
desire and lifestyle, “burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly.”  
 It is very clear that homosexuality is a choice when a person goes down a path of sinful 
choices. This perverted attraction is a powerful desire, “burned in their lust one toward another” but 
yet a degrading lust, “vile affections.” God’s Word says man is responsible for his sexual 
choices, and so he is responsible. Interestingly, most homosexuals openly testify of a path of 
moral and sexual confusion before they finally embrace their homosexual sexual identity. They 
have to persuade themselves that it is normal and morally right. This “coming out” is almost 
invariably in adulthood or on the brink of adulthood after a childhood of sinful choices and 
rebellion against God’s law and authority.  
 
SCIENTIFIC AND NATURAL WORLD EVIDENCE 
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Even in the scientific world there is a growing consensus that homosexuality is a choice and not 
a hereditary genetic condition attesting the Bible’s claims. Eight major studies using identical 
twins in Australia, the U.S., and Scandinavia demonstrated categorically that homosexuals are not 
born that way1. Author of My Genes Made Me Do It! - Homosexuality and the scientific evidence, Dr Neil 
Whitehead studied the evidence of 20 years from over 10,000 papers of established scientific 
research, and concluded, “The predominant things that create homosexuality in one identical 
twin and not in the other have to be post-birth factors.” He ended his study with the following 
summary, 

The battle is not really at the level of our genes. The traits we end up with may not have 
been consciously chosen in the past, but can be subject to our conscious choices right 
now2. 

We all intuitively recognise homosexuality as a deviation from what is normal. Ironically, 
this reality is attested by the need for homosexual advocates to actively persuade us that sodomy 
is ‘normal’! Even a child instinctively recognises that a “homosexual couple” is abnormal. In 
marked contrast, there is no need for people to be persuaded that heterosexuality is normal 
because we all intrinsically recognise that to be so – even homosexuals do. Homosexuals have to 
work very hard to confuse themselves and others that their unnatural thoughts and unnatural 
actions are supposedly morally acceptable. 

Monogamous heterosexuality is God’s order planted in the fabric of humanity as the 
normal pattern for all to follow. If that were not true even homosexuals would not exist, as they 
are the product of a monogamous heterosexual union! It is an integral part of the fabric of who 
they are as they are a direct consequence of that particular union. There is no reproductive 
function outside of that normal union. The female goes with the male and the male with the 
female period. Homosexuality is against nature because that is the way nature is. This is apparent 
to everyone. That may sound simple but it is a profound point.  

 
CONCLUSION 

 
The Bible makes clear that homosexuality is a sinful choice based on a sinful desire and it must 
be repented of. It is contrary to nature and God’s word. This is so clear that the Apostle Paul is 
incredulous that any professing Christian is confused about this,  

 
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10). 

 
There is nothing happy or ‘gay’ about it. It destroys the mind, the physical body, and ultimately 
the soul. The Bible also makes clear that there is a remedy for the sin of homosexuality. It is 
found not in genetics, therapy, and psychological counselling but only in the Gospel.  
 

                                                
1 http://www.narth.com/docs/hom101.html#!gay---born-that-way/cm6x 
2 http://www.mygenes.co.nz/PDFs/Ch10.pdf 


