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GOD FIRST LOVED US 
(SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2019) 

Scripture: 10 Commandments; 1 John 4:15-21 

INTRODUCTION 

What is the context or background of 1 John that we have seen already? 

Unlike some NT books, we are not given a great deal of information concerning those causing 
trouble for John’s first readers. However, there is more than we might realize if we carefully 
read this book. 

Four things stand out concerning John’s first readers: 

- They were troubled by divisive heretics: 2:18-19 

- These heretics or false teachers continued to be a problem: 2:26; 3:7; 4:1-6 

- Most precious doctrines were under attack: 2:22-23 

- The dangers and temptations of the world were also a threat: 2:15-17 

What was needed? 

Faithful doctrine, confession and belief in the truth of the gospel and God’s Word, obedience, 
and love. 

This is true in every age. 

Don’t we also live in an age of doctrinal decline, false teaching, antinomianism, and lack of 
love in many ways? 

When we properly humble ourselves before God’s word, we see that it never loses its 
relevance. 

Maybe on the surface the problems we face look so different, but in reality satan uses the 
same tactics. 
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The Christian will always have to fight against the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

And so, nothing in 1 John needs to be updated. We seek to understand and properly apply in 
our own time. 

We will look at 1 John 4:15-21 in three parts 15-16, 17-19, and 20-21. 

God first loved us – we respond with confession, boldness, and love. 

 

1) WE MUST CONFESS JESUS AS GOD’S SON, VERSES 15-16 

The outline that I have been following is based on a very old tradition for dividing the text. It 
is not inspired in anyway like the text, but it can be helpful.1 

According to this outline or division, 4:7-14 is the 5th main section, focused on the subject of 
love. 

The sixth and next to last main section is 4:15-5:15. In this section John also speaks of love, 
confession of the truth, and assurance. 

It ends with two beautiful verses on our confidence in prayer. 

I have mentioned that one of the challenges in studying 1 John is that John repeats key points 
a number of times. 

We might not be able to always answer why John repeats things as he does, but we can seek 
to carefully consider each theme. 

Certainly, John was not just looking to fill space or ramble on. 

Three key themes that you see repeated a number of times in 1 John would be: 

- Doctrine and proper belief or confession 

- Obedience to God’s commandments 

                                                
1 As noted and developed by Robert Yarbrough. 
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- The call to love God and love others2 

We see especially the first and third of these themes in the verses that we have as our main 
focus. 

Let’s begin with verse 15. 

In verse 15 John speaks again of the theme of abiding, which we can say is John’s key word 
for the union and fellowship that we have together as believers with the Triune God. 

Paul often speaks of being in Christ. 

John about 23 times in 1 John speaks of abiding. 

What John says in verse 15 connects back with verses 12 and 13. 

When we demonstrate proper love, we show that God abides in us. 

Verse 13 also speaks of how the Holy Spirit is part of our assurance that we truly abide in 
God and He in us. 

Verse 15 also speaks of God abiding in us and the believer abiding in God. 

Here the basis is a proper confession that Jesus is the Son of God. 

At least 8 times John speaks of Jesus as the Son of God, this being the second time in 1 John. 

I heard a recording recently of R. C. Sproul answering a question about how much does 
someone have to know about the Trinity to be saved? 

It is a challenging question, because the doctrine of the Trinity can be complex. 

Now salvation is not based on you getting an “A” on a theological test, but there must be an 
understanding of who Jesus Christ is that is part of God’s work of grace in the life of a 
believer. 

So here John speaks of a confession that Jesus is the Son of God. 

                                                
2 Yarbrough, 253. 
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In a very similar way, Paul in Romans 10 wrote: 

Rom. 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus [Jesus is Lord] and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

Now John’s purpose here is not to give a full definition for saving faith but to give assurance 
to those who by God’s grace have come to an understanding of Jesus Christ. 

In a sincere confession that Jesus is the Son of God there is assurance that God abides in you 
and you in God. 

I have mentioned before on several occasions the significance of the word abiding. 

I don’t think this is a word commonly used today by Christians as we discuss our fellowship 
with God, but it is a very important word for John in 1 John and the Gospel of John. 

Robert Yarbrough shows the importance of this word in terms of how it is used by John in his 
gospel. 

God’s Spirit descended and “remained” on Jesus, according to John the Baptist (1:32, 
33). The Spirit was Jesus’s constant companion. To “remain” or “abide” in Jesus’s 
teaching is to be his true disciple (8:31). A disciple will be informed and steered by all 
that Jesus commanded and taught. God the Father “remained” or “abode” with Jesus 
during his earthly days (14:10). The Father was the source of the very words he spoke, 
and Jesus “remained” continually in the Father’s love (15:10b). “Abiding” describes a 
reality involving Father, Son, and Spirit.3 

There is such richness in God’s Word. 

It is more than we will grasp in this lifetime, but in humility we seek to submit to God’s truth 
and pray that He will direct us and open our eyes to the richness of His truth. 

Let’s continue with verse 16. 

As I emphasized last week, there is a great wonder and great reason for praise in considering 
God's love for us and how unworthy we are to receive that love. 

                                                
3 Yarbrough, 252. 
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Love is not God's only attribute, we know, but we should not be afraid to speak clearly about 
it. We know that it has been perverted sadly. But we should not let that keep us from exalting 
in this truth. 

Notice that John again uses the verb abiding in verse 16. 

Abiding in love.  

We turn to John 15:9-10 to see what Jesus said about abiding in love. 

John 15:9 ¶ “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If 
you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My 
Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 

Abiding in love is not just a feeling of our own making. It is submission to God, trust in Him, 
and obedience to what Christ has commanded.  

Look also again at 1 John 3:24. 

1John 3:24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. 
And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

 To summarize we can make four basic points. 

(1) God is love. 

(2) Love is demonstrated and defined in what God has done for us and His love for us. 

(3) We are then to love. 

(4) This love is not just based on feeling, emotion, or our own ideas.  

Love is connected with obedience to Jesus Christ. This is not lack of feeling but a recognition 
that we cannot define love without knowing the truth. 

Let’s continue with verses 17-19. 

 

2) GOD’S LOVE PROVIDES GREAT ASSURANCE TO SINNERS, VERSES 17-19 
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In Greek, verse 17 begins with the words, “in this…”  

In the NKJV, these words are placed at the end of the first phrase of verse 17. 

There is a question that we saw last week. Do the words “in this” point to what has come 
before or what comes after? 

In this case, the words “in this” probably are connected with verse 16 rather than the second 
half of verse 17.4 

So, what we can say is this: God’s love for His people reaches its goal in the union and 
communion that we have with God and that He has with us. 

It is this perfection of God’s love that leads to the wonderful truth that is then explained in 
the last part of the verse 17. 

The result is boldness in the day of judgment. And this is based on our likeness with Christ. 

I love this word boldness and have discussed this word a number of times before. 

The word is used about 30 times in the NT. Listen to just a few uses of this important word. 

Acts 4:13 ¶ Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that 
they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they 
had been with Jesus. 

Eph. 3:12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in 
Him. 

Eph. 6:19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth 
boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 

Heb. 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Heb. 10:19 ¶ Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, 

                                                
4 NET Version and Yarbrough both take this position. The ESV Study Bible does also. 
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Boldness has to do with declaring God’s truth and rejoicing in the incredible privilege we 
have in coming before God. 

Isn’t it amazing that John says we can have boldness in the day of judgment? 

I have never had to testify in a court case or serve on a jury. 

Maybe you have had this experience.  

I am sure unless you are a hardened criminal, it is a sobering reality to have to testify to 
something or even more to have evidence brought against you. 

Boldness in the day of judgment! What an incredible reality. 

Now there are those who live in denial who have no real concern for the day of judgment. 

They claim that fear is just introduced by the church to control people. 

But notice that John here speaks not being controlled by fear but being delivered from the 
proper fear that all sinners should have. 

Martin Luther wrote: 

“If consciousness of a great sin weighs you down, comfort yourself with this blood of 
love. . . . No human religion can hold its own in the face of the judgment, but it is 
solely in the blood of Christ that we have confidence on the Day of Judgment.”5 

Now look at the last part of verse 17. Because as He is, so are we in this world. 

This is an interesting expression. What is John saying here? 

One way of understanding this is that John is pointing to the glorious truth that we have been 
made children of God. 

1John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should 
be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not 
know Him. 

                                                
5 Cited by Yarbrough, 260. 
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Paul in Ephesians 1:6 speaks that God made us accepted in the Beloved.6 

So God’s love for us, the fact that we have real communion with God, leads to boldness as we 
consider the day of judgment. We have been made like Christ in that we have been adopted. 

Listen to Q/A 52 from the Heidelberg Catechism. 

Q/A 52: How does Christ’s return “to judge the living and the dead” comfort you?  

In all my distress and persecution I turn my eyes to the heavens and confidently await 
as judge the very One who has already stood trial in my place before God and so has 
removed the whole curse from me. All His enemies and mine He will condemn to 
everlasting punishment: but me and all His chosen ones He will take along with Him 
into the joy and the glory of heaven. 

 

Verse 18 then shares the same truth but in a negative fashion.7 

Here John contrasts fear and love. 

Now we know that there is still a place for the Christian to come before God always in 
reverence never flippantly. 

But the fear that John is speaking of in verse 18 is not the fear of reverence but the fear that 
would cause us to run and try to hide from God as did Adam in the Garden. 

The knowledge of God’s love for you should throw this type of fear out. 

John in verse 17 says that the one who fears has not been made perfect in love. 

I don’t think John is speaking of a true believer who might lack assurance. 

                                                
6 MacArthur Study Bible, s.v. 1 John 4:17. 
7 John R. W. Stott, The Letter of John: An Introduction and Commentary, TNTC 19; IVP/Accordance 
electronic ed. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1988), 169. 
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In this letter John tends to speak in absolute categories – you are either regenerated and saved 
or still unregenerate and dead in your sins and under God’s wrath and still in a fearful 
condition. 

The last half of verse 18 therefore is not the believer troubled by sin but the one still lost in 
unbelief and fear of death. 

The believer who is lacking assurance is called to know and rejoice in the truth of verses 16 
and 17. 

Confess the love of God.  

Rest in the assurance that you are covered by the blood of Christ. 

Rejoice in the boldness you can have facing the day of judgment. 

Now to keep any of us from thinking highly of ourselves, John again reminds us – We love 
Him because He first loved us. 

Some Greek manuscripts and versions don’t have the word Him, just we love, but the point is 
the same. 

Our love for God or our love for others should never make us boast or think highly of 
ourselves. 

May our boast rather be that I most undeserving of God’s love was loved by a holy, just, and 
good God.  

May all the praise be given to Him! 

 

3) GOD’S LOVE COMMANDS CONSISTENCY, VERSES 20-21 

Throughout 1 John, we see the theme of what we can call consistency. 

Look back to chapter 1 and verse 6. 

1John 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth. 
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Turn to 1 John 2:9-11. 

1John 2:9   He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until 
now. 10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for 
stumbling in him. 11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in 
darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his 
eyes. 

And then turn to 1 John 3:13-15. 

1John 3:13   Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we 
have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love 
his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you 
know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

John has now used three descriptions for those who inconsistently claim, “I love God,” but I 
hate my brother. 

No, you walk in darkness, you are a murderer, and you are a liar. 

When we looked at some of these passages, I asked the question, who could claim to love as 
fully as God commands us? 

Who can say, I love my brother fully? 

This is where the truth that John shares early in the book is so important. 

The true believer will confess that sin, that lack of love, and seek to turn from it. 

What husband can say, I love my wife as much as Christ loves the church? 

What child can say, I am as obedient and loving to my parents as Jesus was to the Father? 

What believer would dare to say I love God with every ounce of my being and strength? My 
love for God never lacks anything… 

So, we never rest in our own obedience, but may we always be convicted and humbled by 
God’s truth. 



 

Page 11 of 11 - 2/3/19 

Churches are filled with people who can go through all the motions of devotion to God, 
prayer, attendance, and so on. It can all be empty!8 

Verses then like 20 and 21 should always convict us and drive us all the more to God’s love 
which by His grace leads to true demonstrations of love for others. 

 

CONCLUSION 

So, what have we seen from 1 John today? 

God has first loved us – we respond with confession, boldness, and love. 

Connection with the Lord’s Supper. 

Prayer 

Hymn 439 

BENEDICTION: HEBREWS 12:1-3 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 

For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become 
weary and discouraged in your souls. 

 

                                                
8 Yarbrough, 265. 


