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One of the things that God has been teaching me and bringing to my attention lately is His 
sovereignty in our personal stories.  I have been seeing this in my personal reading of scrip-
ture, reading, studying and preparing to teach Adult Bible Education (ABE), and sermon 
preparation for my Ecclesiastes sermon next month, as well as simply watching life from 
the lens of wisdom against the backdrop of the realities of life. 
  
A book that really caught my attention recently is Joe Rigney's "The Things of the Earth, 
Treasuring God While Enjoying His Gifts”. In the opening chapters of the book, after doing 
an excellent job explaining the Trinity, he uses the analogy of God as an Author to explain 
God's total and complete sovereignty and man's full responsibility.   The Bible doesn’t try to 
explain or even separate these truths, but simply treats these truths as the biblical reality 
they are.   
  
God is an author; the world is his story and we are his characters.  "Every aspect of the sto-
ry - from plot to characters to background details is under the sovereign control of the di-
vine author.  And the actions of the characters are real and necessary for the resolution of 
the plot."  (J. Rigney).  What is interesting is that God tells us about himself through this 
story and even writes himself into the story, and that is how we can know God through His 
word! 
  
So, each of us has a story.  Each of us is living a story that God has ordained and written 
before time, and none of us know how our personal story will end, or where it will twist 
and turn.  God is sustaining every single person's personal story and he is even orchestrat-
ing our stories for our good and His glory.   
  
You are here tonight because of that story.  You are gathered tonight because God has or-
dained that you are a part of this local body.  God has placed you in the Flock group you are 
in, and God in his sovereign plan has given you gifts to share with the Body you fellowship 
with, especially those in your Flock.   
  
Why has fellowship night been so well attended thus far?  Is it just because of the food?  Or 
is it the music and worship?  Or is it the idea of fellowship around a meal with casual con-
versation, talking and listening to one another’s stories within the context of God's word, 
worship, food, etc.?  There is something special about fellowship around a meal and a table 
with family and friends, and those with whom we share so much and have so much in 
common. 
  
One of the things that I try to weave into my Flock discussing during praise and prayer re-
quests each week, is the question, "how can we love each other better?"  How can we 
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reach out to one another during the week?  How can we encourage one another (and es-
pecially those are hurting or suffering in our flock)?  Suffering Flock members greatly im-
pacts all of us!  How are we really supposed to prayer for one another?  Is it enough to 
simply pray for the prayer requests that are mentioned each week?  Or are we praying for 
each other as Paul teaches us to pray in God’s word?  Do we have the proper emphasis in 
our prayers for one another?  Are we only takers in Flock and church, or are we giving what 
we have to the people we are supposed to be loving? 
  

Let Love Be Genuine (Romans 12:9-13) 
  
“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.  Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not be slothful in zeal, be fer-
vent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in pray-
er.  Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.”  
  
The importance of community in the Body of Christ cannot be emphasized enough.  It is 
not enough to simply show up but not participate fully in the community of believers 
where God has placed you.  Let your love be genuine!  How hard are you working and try-
ing to get involved in ministry and community at the Chapel?  Are you attending Flock 
groups?  If so, are you fully using your giftedness to love one other with deep genuine 
love?  How can we learn to love one another better at the Chapel?  Use your gifts to con-
tribute to the needs of the saints and seek (pursue) hospitality.  These are imperatives!  
Hospitality is simply a reality we are to have in community.  Notice, it doesn’t say, "if it is 
your spiritual gift be hospitable".  All of us are supposed to contribute to the needs of the 
saints and pursue genuine love and hospitality. 
  

Do This More and More!  (1 Thessalonians 4:9-12) 
  
“Now concerning brotherly love, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you your-
selves have been taught by God to love one another, for that indeed is what you are doing 
to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and 
more, and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your 
hands, as we instructed you, so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be de-
pendent on no one. “ 
  
Paul commended the Church at Thessalonica for demonstrating their brotherly love 
through all Macedonia! And he encouraged them to show even more brotherly love.  We 
are supposed to increase our brotherly love for one another more and more, and not be 
content with the love we are currently showing one another.  We need to make sure our 
love is genuine and growing.  Genuine and brotherly love is God's will for the church, and in 
1 Thessalonians it explains that loving well is also walking properly among outsiders.  If we 
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love well, and love with genuine love as we grow in our Christian walk, we will have an im-
pact on those around us, both in the church and those outside the church.  How we love 
one another is vital to our ministry.   
  
If you are here in fellowship at the Chapel you are here by God's sovereignty, and although 
you can't know your full life story you can be sure it's God's story for you and that he will 
fulfill and sustain your story just as he wrote it and perfected it for his plan and purposes.  
Think about how all our stories intersect, some more than others, but none by accident.  
Are you aware of the needs of the saints around you?  Are you loving genuinely?  Do you 
truly care about someone else's story? 
  
Don't be content to simply go through the motions of loving others.  None of us know how 
our story ends, but scripture makes it clear what God’s will is for us while we are here to-
gether.  Love deeply, love with genuine and sincere love, be hospitable, and truly care 
about ministering to the needs of those around us and do so more and more. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


