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The LORD will rescue his lost people and shepherd them in justice as their healer, protector, provider,
and ever-present God. You can only experience the kind of soul peace that buttresses human flourishing
and sustains you through times of trouble by reconciliation with God through Christ the Good Shepherd.

Introduction – How would you define the word “peace”? There is a reason why the Bible’s words for
peace—shalom in Hebrew and eirene in Greek—are carried over into English as greetings and names of
ministries. But the reason is not always obvious.

Background – The prophet Ezekiel and the people of God during the Babylonian exile. Their world was
turned upside-down as they found themselves outsiders and kept on the fringes of society by their captors.

I. Peace: Why Do We Need It?

A. To be reconciled to each other (vv. 12-13a)

The lost sheep of Israel had been scattered to far-off places. The majority of exiles were sent to
Babylon, but that city was not the only place of exile (Jer 43:1-7). The language of darkness and
gloom is frequently used for the Day of the Lord (Joel 2:2; Zep 1:15; cf. Isa 60:2; Jer 13:16; 23:12;
Am 5:18-20; Joel 2:2; Zeph 1:15). Here it refers to that dark day of Babylonian exile in the recent
past when the sheep were scattered to the nations. We need peace because without it we are lost and
estranged from each other—scattered here and there. Peace restores the community after social bonds
are broken by reweaving the fabric of people’s lives back together. That’s what returning from exile
must have felt like.

B. To be reconciled to the earth (vv. 25-27a)

Notice the forms of danger: wild beasts, deserts, and sleeping in the forest (Ps 104:20-21; Jer 5:6).
The safety envisioned harkens back to the garden of Eden. Wild animals were a particular danger in
the land, especially when God’s people were under covenant judgment for sin (Lev 26:6; Jdg 14:5-6;
Isa 11:6-9;  65:25). For the land of Israel,  the “showers in season” refer  to the autumn rains that
inaugurate the rainy season and the spring rains which signal its end. (Jer 5:24). Agricultural bounty
for Israel is a common OT theme concerning the last days. When we “till the soil” of the plot of earth
assigned to us, we hope our work is not in vain. We also long for peace and human flourishing.

II. Peace: What Frustrates It?

A. Earthly brokenness (vv. 14, 16a, 25, 27a, 29)

1. Lack of basic human needs (vv. 14, 25, 27a, 29). Seeing some of these in the text requires
looking behind the longings for peace and human flourishing to the various frustrations that stir
the longings. Peace with the earth is frustrated by scarcity of nutritious food, clean water, safe
shelter, adequate clothing, protection from the elements and other dangers in nature. Christian
missionaries and mercy ministries serving on the frontiers of the developing world know that
helping a broken community gain life’s basics brings peace to the entire community. Why do we
think it’s any different in our community?

2. Injury, sickness, weakness (v. 16a). Peace is also frustrated when you get injured, sick, or just
lack the strength to take proper care of yourself. Sometimes we bear the responsibility due to
foolish choices when we knowingly go astray. But other times we are victims of circumstances
thrust upon us. All of creation is fallen and it groans as in the travail of childbirth. It’s not hard to
get swallowed up in it.
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B. Human selfishness (vv. 17-22, 27b-28; Ezek 34:1-10)

1. Bully sheep/goats (vv. 17-22). These are members of the flock who hoard and squander the
community’s resources that are meant to be shared and enjoyed by all. Sometimes the selfishness
directly causes destruction in the flock. But other times selfish attitudes and choices indirectly
lead to the destruction of sheep. The fat and strong sheep not only selfishly bully themselves to
the front of the line to fill themselves with water first, they proceed to muddy the waters for those
who come after them, despoiling the resources for the weak, poor, and dispossessed in the flock.
Fat and lean sheep describe the haves and the have nots. Strong and weak sheep describe the
oppressors and the oppressed, the predators and the prey, the bullies and the outcasts. 

2. Oppressive overlords (vv. 27b-28). The ones who have shackled God’s sheep with a yoke bar
are foreign oppressors. Ancient Israelites would have understood the yoke imagery, referring to
wooden pegs inserted down through holes in the yoke and tied with cords around the animal’s
neck to form a collar binding the animal to the yoke (Lev 26:13; Isa 58:6; Jer 27:2; 28:10-13;
Ezek 30:18). The people become prey to the nations just as if wild beasts had devoured them.

3. Neglectful shepherds (Ezek 34:1-10). We cannot ignore the main reason the flock is exiled
and scattered through the nations. In the first part of Ezekiel 34 (cf. vv. 1-3) neglectful shepherds
are the ones who selfishly fatten up themselves at the expense of the sheep entrusted to their care.
Oppressive leaders are not just “out there” but are also “right here”! A bad pastor is one of the
worst afflictions a church endures. Nothing destroys peace in a community like a selfish leader.

III. Peace: How Can We Get It?

A. Trust the Good Shepherd (vv. 11, 13b-16, 23-26)

At root what frustrates peace is sin because sin breaks our harmonious relationship with God, other
people, and creation. That is why we can only get peace by trusting the Lord as our chief shepherd.
All other plans and strategies for getting peace will ultimately leave you frustrated, broken, bitter, and
hopeless. Why? Because only Jesus is strong and compassionate enough to give us every kind of
peace—heavenly and earthly—that we need. Only Jesus is incorruptible and not subject to human
selfishness. He is the Good Shepherd who not only lays down with his sheep, but lays down his life
for them on the cross, forgiving their sins, washing away their guilt (personal and social), giving us
his perfect righteousness, and making us his precious sheep. Jesus died so we would have the peace
the Great Peacemaker brings—the peace of acceptance by God, the peace of fellowship and sharing
with others, and the peace of harmony and prosperity with his creation.

B. Follow the Good Shepherd (vv. 30-31)

The true and final goal of covenant peace is assured knowledge of the Lord’s loving, all-sufficient,
covenantal presence with his people. God’s covenant with Israel is summarized in the OT as “I will
be their God, and they will be my people” (Ex 6:7; Lev 26:12; Dt 7:6). The new covenant promise
may be summarized as “I will be their God in Christ, and they will be my people in Christ.” If God’s
covenant of peace is a partnership with him in kingdom building, then follow after him and imitate
his ways. Receive his blessings of peace in order to share them with others. 

Conclusion – A quote by Matthew Henry, “All that are in the neighborhood of Zion shall fare the better
for it;  and the nearer the church the nearer its God. The effect of this plenty is,  I  will  make them a
blessing. They shall be blessings to all about them. Those that are the blessed of the Lord must study to
make themselves blessings to the world. He that is good, let him do good; he that has received the gift, the
grace, let him minister the same.”
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