
Bethel Christian Church 
Sunday February 9

th
 2014 

 

The Heckling of Christ, His Glory and the Civil Law 
 

The rise in blatant opposition to Christ seems to be growing in our society and culture 

(Charles Wesley may not agree. As a preacher he was heckled and pounded with so many 

sods of dirt that he couldn’t move after preaching). This public derision of Christ is a grief to 

us but not unexpected and neither should it be threatening to our trust or taken as a personal 

offence.  

Just because our civil laws and many of our cultural expectations were based loosely on 

Christianity it is incorrect to say, “We live in a Christian culture.” Certain outward 

expressions of care, love, brotherliness etc., may be modelled on some of our Lord’s sayings 

but the essence of law and the impulse of the heart is a different matter. So our Lord’s 

exposition of the law in the Sermon on the Mount is vastly different from the rule of law in 

our land. Likewise, if we were to stand and declare publically our Lord’s law of love as 

expressed on the cross we would discover that our society has no true affinity with Christ.  

Since white settlement, Australians have lived with a muddied link between the Church and 

the State, between God’s law and Civil law. So some Christians believe that by the 

implementation of so called Christian laws in the state and federal legislature, we can further 

the cause of Christ. Hence the call by some for the State to ban one of the productions at this 

year’s Fringe which urges people to come and heckle Christ. I find it interesting and probably 

significant that someone would bother to put such a programme together. Christ is and 

always will be needed to be reckoned with. However perverse this production is, people still 

feel that Christ must be ridiculed. Such desire to ridicule Christ may of course be based more 

upon what this person thinks about Christ because of prejudice against His Church (whether 

valid or not). Where the Church abuses and then seeks to cover this abuse we can understand 

why people may see Christ in false ways. The flesh will always jump at things which seem to 

prove that Christ’s legacy in this world is worthy of being heckled. I was recently eyeballed 

by one of those ‘preachy’ stickers on a car window, “What would Christ do?” I muttered in 

my beard, “He wouldn’t be driving a top of the range four wheel drive and putting such 

puerile stickers on his window!” But then I’ve always wanted a four wheel drive so my 

mutterings in no way resembled what Christ would have said or done!! However, it is clear 

from the Scriptures that He wouldn’t be calling on the State Government to make laws 

forbidding people heckling Him.  It is clear that He would not be making an appeal to the 

civil law for protection, the right to an apology or for the law to punish his abusers.  

“When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 

continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23). 

It seems common sense to sinners that if we really love Jesus and are keen for his glory to be 

upheld we will have to stick up for him, justify him in the eyes of the public. Like the rest of 

our society our first recourse is either an appeal to the law or to denigrate the heckler in some 

other way. Not to attack or even stand up against the hecklers seems weak and what’s worse a 

denial of Christ. It seems pathetic to those who have to justify themselves to simply not do 

anything as Christ did. The key for him was his trust in a righteous Father who was above all 

hecklers and swiftly vindicates His children.  
Will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long 

over them? I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man 

comes, will He find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:7-8). 

In the hour of our Lord’s greatest abuse this was his hope, based upon the sure knowledge of 

his Father’s character and love for him, and the knowledge that if vengeance was required it 

was wholly God’s prerogative not ours (Romans 12:19-20).  



Jesus himself told us clearly to expect such opposition (Matthew 10:25 John 15:20) and 

respond without any form of retaliation. The ‘weapons’ of our battle have nothing in common 

with retaliation and hostility. The ‘weapons’ of loving our enemies, forgiving those who 

despitefully use and abuse us, praying in patient hope for those who attack Christ and his 

gospel all short-circuit the need to safeguard Christ’s glory by civil laws. If this glory of 

Christ is above the law, that is love like this cannot be established or developed through the 

application of civil or religious laws (Galatians 5:23), then any appeal to the government of 

the day to uphold a Christian culture by blasphemy laws is fruitless, except for stirring up 

more and more abuse. Whenever a believer attacks an unbeliever about their attitude to Christ 

then they will likely be forcing that person into more and more strident opposition to Christ 

and his Church. We should never seek to make any other person justify themselves to us. Is 

all this a recipe for silence at all cost? Far from it. We are to actively proclaim the love and 

sole Lordship of Christ. This will do two things. Probably stir up more opposition than a play 

at the Adelaide Fringe, and secondly provide a dynamic way for those who hear the word to 

be free of their opposition to Christ. The Gospel is never the imposition of legal force upon 

people. The Sword of the Spirit is not a legal injunction or a blasphemy law. It is the inner 

persuasion of the Spirit that the love of Christ is true.  
 

Christianity, Civil Law and Islam 

A secondary response has surfaced amongst Christians who are calling for this ban on the 

Fringe show.  An unhelpful comparison has been made between Christianity, Islam and the 

State. The argument goes like this. The person behind the show would have been too scared 

to call on people to heckle Allah or Mahomet, and if he wasn’t the State would have stepped 

in quickly to avoid any opportunity of offence. Be this as it may, it is a disturbing mindset 

which links a Christian response to that of radical Islam. It reflects a ‘victim’ mentality. 

Neither Jesus nor the Church are ‘victims’ when Christ is heckled. We are to choose to love 

not take offence. The whole conspiracy attitude of many Christians, when they feel the pain 

of being beleaguered and criticized in the community, can never be equated with the mind of 

Christ. No doubt the evil one is a conspirator but our Lord saw past his schemes to the 

sovereign hand of the Father and lived in the light of that. He never felt like the victim, he 

said “I lay down my life no one takes it from me.” By calling upon the State to implement 

laws against blasphemy we are essentially seeking some kind of christianized ‘sharia’ law to 

operate. We then turn the Scriptures into a book of laws to be implemented in order for God 

to be honoured and evil curbed. But as we saw in our opening, the law as Christ 

comprehended it is impossible to legislate. How do you legislate for murder when Christ said 

that to hate is to murder?  

I don’t believe we are a Christian culture and it would seem to be folly for the Church to seek 

support from the secular state in Kingdom matters.  
 

Our Response 

This paper is by no means the ‘final word’ on the issue. It is a plea for us to do the following: 

 Refuse to be drawn into a faithless appeal to the State to protect Christ. 

 Cease a negative (victim) attitude towards Islam and the State. 

 Pray that those involved and those attending the Fringe show would have a Roman 

centurion moment and cry out, “Surely this man is the Christ!” 

 Share the public, in season and out, the love of God only found in Christ and his 

rightful claim to Lordship and to be universally treasured in worship. 

 

Affirm with Paul: “I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I 

may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 

gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24). 
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