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The Condition of Accountability─The time when a child can comprehend God’s law (revealed either in Scripture or in their 
conscience), and thus comprehend sin, personal guilt, and grace. 
 
I.       Answers That Must Be Rejected Concerning the Future of Infants Who Die  
 

A. All Babies Go to Heaven Because They Are Not Sinners 
 

1 Kings 8:46a (NASB) “When they sin against You (for there is no man who does not sin)…”  
 
Ecclesiastes 7:20 (NASB) “Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never 
sins.” 
 
Romans 3:23 (NASB) “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

 
Psalms 51:5 (NASB) “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.” 
 
Psalms 58:3 (NASB) “The wicked are estranged from the womb; these who speak lies go astray from birth.” 

 
B. Infants Who Die Will Be Given a Chance to Be Saved After They Die 
 

1 Peter 4:6 (NASB) “For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they 
are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.” 

 
C. Only Infants Who Are Baptized Go to Heaven 
 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NASB) “8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

 
II.      Answers Grounded in Scripture Concerning Infants Who Die 
 
         Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God by J. I. Packer 
 

Ephesians 1:4 (NASB) “just as He chose us [election] in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy 
and blameless before Him.” 
 
2 Peter 1:10 (ESV) “Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice 
these qualities you will never fall.” 
 
A. All Infants Who Die Are Elect  
 

1. Scripture Connects Eternal Judgment to a Person’s Works  
 

John 3:36 (NIV) “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, 
for God's wrath remains on him.” 
 
Revelation 20:11-13 (NASB) “11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose 
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and 
the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their 
deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were 
in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.” 



 
“The imputation of Adam’s sin and guilt explains our inability to respond to God without regeneration, but the 
Bible does not teach that we will answer for Adam’s sin. We will answer for our own. But what about infants? 
Have those who died in infancy committed such sins in the body? We believe not.”  
                                                                                                                               ─Al Mohler and Danny Akin 
 
Deuteronomy 1:39 (NASB) “Moreover, your little ones who you said would become a prey, and your sons, 
who this day have no knowledge of good or evil, shall enter there, and I will give it to them and they shall 
possess it.” 

 
2. Infants Are “With Excuse” Based on Scripture 
 

Romans 1:20 (NASB) “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are 
without excuse.” 
 
Romans 2:14-15 (NASB) “14 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the 
Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show the work of the Law written in 
their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending 
them.” 

 
3. There Is an Example of an Infant in Heaven  
 

2 Samuel 12:20-23 (NASB) “20 So David arose from the ground, washed, anointed himself, and changed his 
clothes; and he came into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he came to his own house, and when 
he requested, they set food before him and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, ‘What is this thing that 
you have done? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept; but when the child died, you arose and ate 
food.’ 22 He said, ‘While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who knows, the Lord may be 
gracious to me, that the child may live.' 23 "But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back 
again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.’” 
 
Psalms 23:6b (NASB) “…I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

 
B. All Infants Who Die Are Saved by the Amazing Grace of God 
 

Jonah 2:9b (NKJV) “Salvation is of the Lord.” 
 

C. An Apparent Contradiction Is Explained  
 

Romans 5:19 (NASB) “For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through 
the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.” 
 
Matthew 7:14 (NASB) “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.” 
 
Revelation 5:9 (NASB) “And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; 
for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.’” 
 
“When we look into the grave of one of these little ones, we do not place our hope and trust in the false promises of an 
unbiblical theology, in the instability of sentimentalism, in the cold analysis of human logic nor in the cowardly refuge 
of ambiguity. We place our faith in Christ, and trust Him to be faithful to His word. We claim the promises of the 
Scriptures and the assurance of the grace of our Lord. We know that heaven will be filled with those who never grew 
to maturity on earth, but in heaven will greet us completed in Christ. Let us resolve by grace to meet them there.” 
                                                                                                                                               ─Al Mohler and Danny Akin 
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The death of an infant or young child is one of the hardest things that a parent or grandparent ever has to 

bear. As a pastor, speaking at the funeral service of an infant is heart-wrenching. Nothing you could ever 

learn in seminary could prepare you for the depth of grief that is experienced with the death of a little 

child. A part of the healing is knowing the answer to the question, “Can I be certain that my baby is in 

heaven”?  

At a time like this, they don’t need answers based on sentimentality or conjecture or human logic. 

Sometimes people, trying to say something to help the parent, end up making them feel worse. I am 

referring to such things as, “You are young; you can have more children.” Yes, but not this child! They 

need solid answers concerning whether their child is in heaven from the Word of God. This is no minor 

matter. It affects millions each year.  

The Scripture is very clear that life begins at conception. Therefore, when we talk about the death of a 

baby, we are talking about miscarriages, abortions, children who are stillborn, as well as children who die 

before they have the capacity to understand sin and the provision of the Savior. Some would say it is 

those who die before “the age of accountability.” I don’t believe that there is an “age of accountability.” I 

think a more accurate phrase would be the “condition of accountability.” I think that children reach this 

condition of accountability at different ages. It is the time when a child can comprehend God’s law 

(revealed either in Scripture or in their conscience), and thus comprehend sin, personal guilt, and grace.  

When I speak of children, I am also including profoundly mentally handicapped people who die, but have 

never come to that condition of accountability. Again, we are not talking about just a few people here. 

Some “experts” believe that through abortion and miscarriage, up to 25% of all human conceptions do not 

complete the 20
th

 week of pregnancy [Quoted in a sermon by John MacArthur from the book Empty Arms]  

The number of infants who die is truly staggering. What does the Scripture say to these who have lost a 

child or Grandchild? What does the Scripture say to the woman who has come to grips with the sin she 

committed when she aborted her baby but now has repented and experienced God’s forgiveness? Can this 

woman be sure that her aborted baby is waiting for her in heaven? These are heavy matters and deserve a 

thoroughly Biblical answer. Let me give you what I believe to be the Biblical conclusion to this issue. 

After I give you what I believe is the Biblical conclusion, we will look at some unbiblical answers and 

show from Scripture why they are unbiblical. Next, I will give the specific Biblical reasons that I have 

come to the conclusion that I have come to. I believe that based on Scripture (not sentiment) all little 

children that have not come to a condition of accountability and the profoundly mentally handicapped go 

instantly to heaven at their death. 

 

I.  Answers That Must Be Rejected Concerning the Future of Infants Who Die  
I am certainly not going to answer every non-Biblical approach, but I want to deal with three of the most 

common views that must be rejected.  

A.  All Babies Go to Heaven Because They Are Not Sinners 
We are going to see in the next point that there is a sense that babies are innocent when it comes to the 

judgment of sins, but the fact is that all descendants of Adam are sinners from the moment of their 

conception. The error that denies that we are born sinners has been around for over 1500 years. It is 

usually called “Pelagianism” since the first major teacher of this false doctrine was a monk named 

Pelagius who died in 418 AD. The theological name for the fact that all descendants of Adam are born 

with a sin (Adamic) nature and in a state of spiritual death is “original sin.” Pelagianism is the denial of 

original sin. This false doctrine teaches that we are all born neutral and Adam’s sin affected only Adam 

himself. Based on this heretical view, since babies have done nothing wrong and have nothing in their 



nature to separate them from God, they will all go to heaven. Jesus’ atonement is unnecessary for 

children. 

Pelagianism was denounced as heresy by most every council of the church after Pelagius’ death. In spite 

of those pronouncements, Pelagianism is alive and well today. Why was Pelagianism rejected? Because it 

contradicts the Bible! The Bible is very clear that human sinfulness is universal. If there was not 

something in the nature of mankind, you would expect to find a few perfect, sinless people. Search if you 

like, but you won’t find any.  

Here are just a few examples of the Bible’s proclamation of the universality of sin:  

1 Kings 8:46a (NASB): “When they sin against You (for there is no man who does not sin)…”  

Ecclesiastes 7:20 (NASB): “Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and 

who never sins.”  

Romans 3:23 (NASB): “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  

The Bible’s repeated claim that all humans need salvation presupposes universal human sinfulness. The 

Bible traces that sinfulness all the way back to the beginning of our existence.  

Psalms 51:5 (NASB): “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.”  

Psalms 58:3 (NASB): “The wicked are estranged from the womb; these who speak lies go astray from 

birth.”  

The only child ever conceived who was not given a sin nature at conception was the Lord Jesus Christ. He 

was not born in sin because the sin nature is passed through the father and Jesus was conceived and born 

of a virgin. Other than Jesus, we know that sin is universal because Scripture clearly teaches it, but we can 

affirm it by experience with children. Children do not have to be taught to sin. Babies certainly do not 

commit acts of sin, but they are sinners in their nature and need a Savior.  

B.  Infants Who Die Will Be Given a Chance to Be Saved after They Die 
This view is often called post-mortem salvation, and you may be surprised how many people believe and 

teach it. This view has absolutely no Scriptural basis. Some try to base it on 1 Peter 4:6 (NASB): “For the 

gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the 

flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.” This verse is obviously referring to 

those who were spiritually dead and they were made alive in Christ, but now are physically dead but still 

spiritually alive. As we are going to see in the next point, the final judgment is always based on pre-death 

actions.  

A view somewhat akin to this one is the view that says that God in His omniscience knows what these 

babies would have done if they had not died (be saved or reject Christ) and judges them based on His 

knowledge of a future that never happened. There is no hint of anything like that in the Scripture. 

Judgment is always based on what was done in real time in a person’s life.  

C.  Only Infants Who Are Baptized Go to Heaven 
This view is called “baptismal regeneration” and it contradicts Scripture. Let me be clear that while infant 

baptism is nowhere found in the Scripture, and baptism of believers is found in many places in the Bible, 

not every group that baptizes infants teach that the baptism saves them. Many reformed denominations 

along with Methodists see the baptism of infants much as the circumcision of Jewish babies. It marked 

them out as children of the covenant. I still think it is not biblical and post salvation baptism is both 

commanded and modeled in the New Testament. The most prominent group that believes in baptismal 

regeneration applied to children is Roman Catholicism. Early in church history, this false doctrine began 

to creep in. Ambrose (4
th

 century) believed that baptized children went to heaven and unbaptized infants 

did not. Since these early leaders could not accept that unbaptized infants went to hell, they created (in 

their minds) a place where they went. It was not heaven, but neither was it hell. It was called “Limbo.” 

The Bible does not teach baptismal regeneration and Limbo is an imaginary place that is found nowhere 

in the Bible. Baptism is a human work and we are told in Ephesians 2:8-9 (NASB): “For by grace you have 

been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
 
not as a result of works, so that 

no one may boast.”  

 



II.  Answers That Are Grounded in Scripture Concerning the Future of Infants Who Die  
Before we deal specifically with babies, I want to affirm some Biblical truths that are applicable here. 

First, the Bible teaches that all descendants of Adam are born sinners with a sinful (Adamic) nature that 

renders us in a state of spiritual death. Second, only the elect will be in heaven. That certainly doesn’t 

cancel out or in any way minimize human responsibility. There are multiple “whosoever will” promises in 

the Bible. We have dealt at length in other messages with this antinomy (two statements that seem to 

contradict one another but in reality do not). If you are interested in an in depth and Bible centered 

treatment of the twin truths that God is sovereign in salvation and that man is responsible before God as to 

whether he believes the Gospel or rejects it, I encourage you to read the book, Evangelism and the 

Sovereignty of God by J. I. Packer. Having said that, the Bible is clear that all who go to Heaven are the 

elect. Ephesians 1:4 (NASB): “just as He chose us [election] in Him before the foundation of the world, 

that we would be holy and blameless before Him.” 2 Peter 1:10 (ESV): “Therefore, brothers, be all the 

more diligent to confirm your calling and election…”  

There are none who are worthy of salvation. The doctrine of election takes the pride out of salvation. 

Every person who is saved is saved purely as a result of God’s grace that initiates our salvation and then 

carries us through and secures us. Third, the Bible teaches that the basis of all salvation is the 

substitutionary atonement of Jesus when He absorbed the wrath of God on the cross and shed His blood 

for the cleansing of sin. Fourth, the Bible clearly teaches that there is a dual destiny for mankind – those 

who have received Christ (the elect) go to heaven and those who have rejected Christ will spend eternity 

in hell. With that as a background, let me give you two Biblical truths about babies and children who die 

before the condition of accountability and also the profoundly mentally handicapped who die. 

A.  All Infants Who Die Are Elect 
I believe that the biblical evidence for children who die before the condition of accountability being 

chosen of God (elect) is plentiful. 

   1.  Scripture Connects Eternal Judgment to a Person’s Works  
The greatest sin is the act of willful unbelief. John 3:36 (NIV): “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 

life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." Notice the basis of 

condemnation at the great white throne of judgment where all the unsaved will appear in Revelation 

20:11-13 (NASB):  

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth 
and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great 
and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which 
were written in the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were 
judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  

Let me quote from an article by two Presidents of two of our denomination’s seminaries, Drs. Al Mohler 

(Southern Baptist Theological Seminary) and Danny Akin (Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary):  

The imputation of Adam’s sin and guilt explains our inability to respond to God without 
regeneration, but the Bible does not teach that we will answer for Adam’s sin. We will 
answer for our own. But what about infants? Have those who died in infancy committed 
such sins in the body? We believe not.  
[AL Mohler, Danny Akin, The Salvation of the Little Ones, an article in The Tie, Summer 2006, page 
5]  

There is a sense that babies are innocent before God. They are not innocent as to their guilt in Adam and 

their spirit that is dead to God, but they are innocent as to deeds of sin. Let me give you an illustration. In 

Deuteronomy 1, God is angry with the Israelites because they would not trust Him and enter into the 

Promised Land. He says in Deuteronomy 1:39 (NASB): “Moreover, your little ones who you said would 

become a prey, and your sons, who this day have no knowledge of good or evil, shall enter there, and I 



will give it to them and they shall possess it.” In other words, God says to the older Israelites, “You are 

not going into the Promised Land because of your willful sin, but your children who have not reached the 

condition of accountability will go in and possess the land.” Yes, those children had an Adamic, sinful 

nature, but they had no acts of willful sin because they could not discern good and evil. In a sense, they 

were innocent of the rebellion and unbelief their parents were guilty of and did not experience God’s 

judgment of never entering the Promised Land.  

2.  Infants Are “With Excuse” Based on Scripture 
In Romans 1 & 2, it is as if the apostle Paul is the prosecuting attorney showing that all mankind is 

without excuse before God for their sins (especially unbelief). The evidence he gives is two-fold. First, 

they have the witness of creation. Romans 1:20 (NASB): “For since the creation of the world His invisible 

attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has 

been made, so that they are without excuse.”  

The primary application here is those who have never heard the Gospel. They have the witness of creation 

that they have rejected and are thus without excuse. The second witness is their conscience. Romans 2:14-

15 (NASB): “For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not 

having the Law, are a law to themselves, in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, 

their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them.” It is the 

witness of creation and conscience that renders the lost without excuse for their sin. However, children 

who die before the condition of accountability cannot reason that there is a creator when they see creation 

and they cannot discern conscience and its witness. Therefore, we can say that when it comes to judgment 

for sin, they are “with excuse.” 

3.  There Is an Example of an Infant in Heaven 
Out of an adulterous relationship, David had a child with Bathsheba. The infant was not well and David 

began to fast and pray and agonize over this child. When the child died, his servants were afraid to tell 

him. They reasoned that if he was this distraught over the baby’s facing death, what would happen to him 

if the baby died. They were surprised at his response when he found out the baby died. 2 Samuel 12:20-23 

(NASB): 

So David arose from the ground, washed, anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and 
he came into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he came to his own house, and 
when he requested, they set food before him and he ate. Then his servants said to him, 
“What is this thing that you have done? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept; 
but when the child died, you arose and ate food.” He said, “While the child was still alive, 
I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who knows, the Lord may be gracious to me, that the child 
may live.’  “But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go 
to him, but he will not return to me.”  

This is the same man who earlier wrote Psalms 23:6b (NASB): “… I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever.” In contrast, we see David’s adult son Absalom who led a rebellion against him. When Absalom 

was killed in a battle, David grieved so badly that he had to be rebuked by Joab (2 Samuel 19:1-8). Why 

did he grieve so after Absalom’s death? Because he was well past the condition of accountability and had 

willfully rebelled and therefore would be judged for his sin. 

B.  All Infants Who Die Are Saved by the Amazing Grace of God 
That’s not true only of babies; it is true of everyone who is saved! Those who are past the condition of 

accountability are saved by grace through faith. Babies are saved by grace apart from faith because they 

don’t have the capacity to understand. But remember that the faith we place in Christ is also a gift of God 

(Ephesians 2:8). Jonah 2:9b (NKJV): “…Salvation is of the Lord." Since babies are with excuse and 

without sinful works to be judged, we can confidently say that all babies who die are elect and saved by 

the grace of God. To add to that, there is never any hint of infant damnation taught in the Bible. An 

argument from silence should never be the primary argument, but combined with other evidence, it is 

important. 



C.  An Apparent Contradiction Is Explained 
Romans 5:19 (NASB): “For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so 

through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.” Compare that to what Jesus said in 

Matthew 7:14 (NASB): “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few 

who find it.” In Romans, the many that are made righteous through the sacrifice of Christ includes the 

hundreds of millions of babies who have died. In Matthew, Jesus is speaking of those who have come to 

the condition of accountability and must repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and as evidence of a 

transformed life walk in a way that is different from the world (narrow way), and of all humanity, this is 

indeed a few.  

In Revelation 5:9, we see the scene around the throne in Heaven. Revelation 5:9 (NASB): “And they sang 

a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and 

purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.” The child 

you miscarried will be there. The baby who died during birth will be there. The preschooler who died and 

you heart still breaks will be there. The baby you aborted and still mourn over in deep repentance though 

you know you are forgiven will be there giving glory to God for all eternity. Will we know them? David 

said of his baby who died, “I will go to him.” He didn’t say “to his place.”  

Time does not allow me to give you quotes from giants of the faith that believe that all babies are saved – 

such as John Calvin, John Newton (“Amazing Grace”), Augustus Toplady (Rock of Ages), Charles 

Spurgeon, Charles Hodge, B. B. Warfield, and more recently Adrian Rogers and John Piper. I also wanted 

to focus on giving caution that this doesn’t change what the Bible says about abortion and its wickedness. 

The lack of time does not allow me to spend more time emphasizing that this has nothing to do with the 

fact that those who are to the condition of accountability and have never heard the Gospel are lost and 

headed for hell without Jesus because they have the witness of creation and conscience and are thus 

without excuse.  

 

Conclusion 

I want to close with this quote and exhortation by Al Mohler and Danny Akin:  

When we look into the grave of one of these little ones, we do not place our hope and trust in the 

false promises of an unbiblical theology, in the instability of sentimentalism, in the cold analysis 

of human logic nor in the cowardly refuge of ambiguity. We place our faith in Christ, and trust 

Him to be faithful to His word. We claim the promises of the Scriptures and the assurance of the 

grace of our Lord. We know that heaven will be filled with those who never grew to maturity on 

earth, but in heaven will greet us completed in Christ. Let us resolve by grace to meet them there. 
[The Tie, page 5] 


