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Psalm 127:3 Behold, children are a 

heritage (blessing) from the LORD, the 

fruit of the womb a reward.  

The McGaw’s are expecting another blessing 

from the Lord   

 

Praise the Lord  
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Colossians 3:1-4 

If then you have been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God.  

2 Set your minds on things that are above, 

not on things that are on earth.  

3 For you have died, and your life is hidden 

with Christ in God.  

4 When Christ who is your life appears, then 

you also will appear with him in glory. 
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If then you have been raised with Christ 
• The first thing we must understand, believe and reckon in our battle 

against sin/flesh is that Christ has already won the battle (Rom 6) 

– In order to be raised with Christ, we had to die with Christ 

– Our old self was crucified with Christ and we are raised in newness 

of life with Christ (No longer slaves to sin-Redemption) 

– Rom 6:11 So you also must consider/reckon yourselves dead to sin 

and alive to God in Christ Jesus  

– We are raised to newness of life-2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 

the new has come. 

• V15 he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for 

themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

• Although we have been converted by God’s grace, and we are no 

longer slaves to sin, there is still a battle 

– This battle takes place everyday in our hearts  
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If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above 

• First command (Present): seek (keep seeking) the things that are above 

• If there wasn’t a struggle or battle regarding what we are presently seeking, 

there would be no need for the command (We are all battling)  

• What specifically is Paul calling us to seek that is above? 

–  where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God 

– Paul focuses our seeking not just above (in a general sense), but on the 

person of Jesus Christ (His supremacy and authority)  

– The Christian life isn’t a religion but a relationship with the God-Man 

Jesus Christ, & a continual seeking of Him (“to know him” Phil 3) 

• As Christians, we know we are to seek Christ continually, and we want to 

seek Christ continually, so why do we struggle here 

– In understanding this struggle we are getting to the root of our struggle in 

our battle against sin  

• Why do we seek after the things we seek after? Christ (Above) or world 

• Desire (Heart)-Valuable (Perceived Joy, Delight) 

• In the moment of seeking, we are convinced that what we are seeking 

will bring us joy 
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V2 Set your minds on things that are above 
Paul helps us understand how to conquer sin (and wrong seeking) by addressing 

the problem in our heart (desire) 

• Remember, we seek after that which we treasure, and that which we are 

convinced we need and will bring us joy (take place in the heart) (Mt 6:21) 

– What determines what we treasure, and what convinces us what we need 

and what will bring us joy? Our minds (thoughts/perception/beliefs)  

• If we have been convinced something other than Christ is what we need, and 

what we must seek after for joy, we have been deceived. Paul knows deceit 

is exposed by truth, so Paul is focusing on the heart by calling us to “set 

your mind on things that are above.” 

• Set your mind on things that are above (Present tense)-Keep setting your 

mind (Continually)-Romans 12:2 

– Paul is calling us to a preoccupation with the things above (Namely 

Christ-Who He is, What He accomplished, Who we are in Him, His 

supremacy, sufficiency-that He might have preeminence).  

– As one brother said, “We must attack the inferior promises of sin, with 

the superior promises of Christ”.  

– We battle sin/temptation by feasting on truths of God’s Word (Faith)  
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V2 Set your minds on things that are above  

not on things on the earth  

Without a doubt there is a call in Scripture to guard your mind 

(eyes/ears/presence) from certain things, but it must be coupled with turning 

your mind (affections/heart) towards something superior (Jesus Christ) 

• In seeking things above (Christ) by setting your mind on things above 

(Christ) and not on things on the earth, He is not asking you to settle for less 

joy and sufficiency, but rather helping us see the eternal joy and true 

sufficiency in His Son Jesus Christ 

V3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

• In Christ, we have died to the penalty and the power of sin (this was 

accomplished by Christ at the cross, and applied at the moment of faith) and 

our life is hidden with Christ in God 

• We are not seeking Christ so we will be accepted but because we have been 

perfectly accepted in Him  

• Galatians 6:14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world. 9 



V4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also 

will appear with him in glory. 
• Notice first, Christ is our life: not part of our life, or an addition to our 

life, but He is our life 

– Paul is pointing us to the sufficiency of our identity being in Christ  

• Now Paul is pointing us to the future (to motivate our present seeking)  

– Not if, but when Christ appears then we also will appear with Him 

in glory  

If you have been raised with Christ, continually seek Him by continually 

setting your mind on Him, knowing you are already right with God in Christ, 

and knowing that you will be with Him in glory in the future  

Example in Scripture: 

• Hebrews 11  24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be 

called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather to be mistreated 

with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He 

considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of 

Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 
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