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We are going to continue in our study of the main theme of the book of John, the main 

theme of John’s gospel.  Now, where would I find the purpose of the writing of the book 

of John?   

 

Ok, you have got it.  In fact, it is verse 30 in the beginning of that.  Ok.   

 

Let’s read that.  “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 

are not written in this book.”
1
 

 

Now when we read that what it is basically saying to us is that John used a thematic 

approach to writing about the Lord Jesus Christ.  He was not writing a chronological 

account.  He was not trying to get a full picture of the life of Christ, but rather he was 

leaving out certain things and picking other things. 

 

Now, there is one of the gospels that has, as its purpose, to give a fuller account of the life 

of the Lord Jesus and to give an essentially chronological account.  Do you know which 

one that is? 

 

Pardon me?   

 

No, not Matthew.  Luke is the one. Luke is the one. And we can tell that.  Luke, as I am 

sure you know, actually wrote two books in the Bible. He wrote Luke and he also wrote 

the book of Acts. And when you get to the beginning of Luke—and let me just turn to 

it—and we can see the difference between this and the purpose of the gospel of John.   

 

He writes this book, Luke writes the book to a man by the name of Theophilus.  Now, 

there have been many conjectures as to who this Theophilus is and nobody knows.  Some 

people have suggested that it was not a person at all.  The word “Theophilus’ means lover 

of God” and there have been those that have suggested that he wrote it to all who love 

God. We don’t know. But that is really not essential knowledge for us. 

 

We read this.  

                                                 
1
 John 20:30.  
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Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things 

that have been accomplished among us, just as those who from the 

beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered 

them to us, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely 

for some time past, to write an orderly account.
2
 

 

By “orderly”  he has the idea of an account that recites what happened in order. 

 

.... an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may 

have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.
3
 

 

It is interesting that when we get to the book of Acts we find that Acts is dedicated to the 

same Theophilus. And let’s just glance at that.  And we see that Luke’s purpose is to give 

an essentially chronological account. You can’t include everything. It would be 

impossible, but an essentially chronological account looking at the significant events in 

the life of Jesus and then in the life of the early Church. 

 

We read in Acts chapter one, “In the first book, O Theophilus...”
4
  You see, it is being 

written to the same person, being written by the same person, Luke.   

 

I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when 

he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to 

the apostles whom he had chosen.  To them he presented himself alive 

after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days 

and speaking about the kingdom of God.
5
 

 

Now, here is the second account. So what I find here is very interesting. The terminology 

that is used here, it says that, “I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach.”
6
 

 

In other words, the book of Luke talks about what Jesus began to do and what Jesus 

began to teach. The book of Acts finishes the story.  Now, of course, Jesus was not alive 

on earth during most of the events depicted in the book of Acts and what I believe he is 

saying here is that Jesus began to teach these truths while he stood on the earth.  And he 

continued to teach the truth when his apostles spoke forth that truth and we read of it in 

the book of Acts. 

 

So we have a purpose to the writing of Luke in Acts.   

 

Well, this is a totally different purpose that we find in the book of John. John has not 

written to give us a narrative. In fact, if you examine John carefully you will find that 

                                                 
2
 Luke 1:1-3. 

3
 Luke 1:3-4.  

4
 Acts 1:1.  

5
 Acts 1:1-3.  

6
 Acts 1:1.  
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there are certain parts of the book that are out of sequence. There are certain parts of the 

book that portray certain incidents in the life of Christ and totally neglect certain others 

that you might consider to be important.   

 

But that is not the purpose of John.  John’s purpose is significant, but different. It says—

and we began reading in John chapter two. 

 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 

not written in this book; but these are written...
7
 

 

In other words, “What I have told you about, what I have discussed in this book, these are 

written for one purpose, “These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John 

20:31) 

 

So John has written to be a witness. John has written to evoke faith and to enable people 

to hear, believe and come to know the Savior. That is the purpose of the book of John. 

 

What I find very interesting is that John, in one of his other books—and remember, he 

wrote 1 John, 2 John, 3 John and Revelation—in one of his other books he also talks 

about the purpose of the writing of that book.   And it is in 1 John. And in 1 John chapter 

five  we find that... just take me a moment. In 1 John chapter five we find that there was a 

specific purpose for the writing of the book of 1 John.   

 

Now let me see if I can get to that here. Ok, 1 John chapter five. Right? That’s the one.  

In 1 John chapter five and verse 13 we read this.  “I write these things to you who believe 

in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.”
8
 

 

So the book of John was written in order that people may exercise faith and have eternal 

life.  The book of 1 John is written so that those who have already believed may, in fact, 

know that they have that eternal life. In other words, it is a book that enables one to 

examine what is being said, compare it with one’s life and to be able to say, “Based on 

what I see and what I read, I know that I have eternal life.”  

 

So those are significant differences between John’s writing and the writing of the others 

who were involved in the writing of the gospels. 

 

Ok, now, the last time we gathered together we looked at John chapter one and we saw in 

a portion of John, we didn’t get through the whole chapter, but we saw in a portion of 

John chapter one what it means that the book was written so that we might believe and by 

believing have life in his name.   

 

                                                 
7
 John 20:30-31. 

8
 1 John 5:13.  
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We read, first of all, that he was, in fact, the eternal God and is, in fact, the eternal God. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
9
  

So we find that he is God.   

 

Well, it goes on to give us some more information.  It talks about the fact that this one 

who is God came to earth and took on human flesh and dwelt among us.  You will 

remember that we looked at that word where it says “And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us.”
10

 It is a word that is used for a tent. The idea is he tented among us. He 

lived among us the way we live.  His life, although he was without sin, was not 

significantly different from ours.  He became hungry. He became thirsty.  He experienced 

pain. He had all of the difficulties of life that we go through and some more.  So his life 

was very much like ours.  

 

And then we went into this in some detail. 

 

We are not at the point where we want to look a little bit further into the chapter where 

this is a testimony. Is Jesus Christ the Son of God?  And, if so, can we, by believing, have 

life in his name?   

 

Verse 29.  “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’”
11

 

 

This is an extremely important statement. We talked a little bit about the lamb this 

morning and the fact that the lamb was slain, the blood was put over the door post of the 

house. What is the significance of the lamb in the Old Testament?  Anyone?  What is the 

significance of the lamb?   

 

Ok. Right.  Pardon me?  Ok.  Right with... it was without blemish. 

 

The whole idea that is portrayed here is the fact that there were animal sacrifices offered 

in the Old Testament. And we are not going to get into this in detail right now, but those 

sacrifices could never take away sin. Would you all agree with that, that the animal 

sacrifices could not take away sin? 

 

And that is why they continued to be offered year after year after year.  If you had a 

sacrifice that could take away sin you would only have to offer it once and that would be 

the end of it. But the animal sacrifices kept on being offered. 

 

So they could not take away sin.  But what they did is they covered sin. The word that is 

used in the Old Testament when it speaks of these sacrifices, is a word that talks about a 

covering that they covered sin.   

 

                                                 
9
 John 1:1. 

10
 John 1:14.  

11
 John 1:29.  
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Now it is interesting. When you cover something you don’t get rid of it, right? I mean, 

maybe you can’t see it. Maybe you could almost think it is not there, but you haven’t 

gotten rid of it.  I mean, you know, I pull a cover over me at night. I find out when I wake 

up in the morning and take the cover off, I am still there.  I haven’t disappeared.  And 

anything we cover continues to exist.  

 

And so the Old Testament sacrifices offered a covering for sin. They were temporary. 

They looked forward to the time when the ultimate sacrifice was going to be offered. And 

when that sacrifice was offered, then there would be no need for any other sacrifice. That 

has been done today, hasn’t it?  The Lord Jesus offered that perfect sacrifice. He died on 

the cross of Calvary. He rose from the dead. He ascended into heaven.  He now sits at the 

right hand of God the Father.  And all that is necessary to atone for sin has been taken 

care of. There is no further atonement necessary. 

 

So when John stands there and says, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world,”
12

 he is making an extremely profound statement.  He is saying here that 

Jesus is the ultimate sacrifice for sin.   

 

But he goes beyond this. If we continue reading here he talks about his relationship with 

Jesus.  He says, “This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, 

because he was before me.’”
13

 

 

Now, this is very interesting.  It sounds like a contradiction in terms. It says, “After me 

comes a man.”
14

  In other words, this man follows him, he comes later. John was there 

and now Jesus comes later.  But in order to define who this is he says, “A man who ranks 

before me, because he was before me.”
15

  He came afterwards, but he was before.   

 

Does that make any sense? That makes perfect sense, doesn’t it, because you see, he 

came after in terms of his physical appearance on earth. John came first, Jesus comes 

afterwards.  But ultimately Jesus is the one who existed from all eternity and therefore 

Jesus came before him.   

 

All of these things that we read in here are evidences of the person and work of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. And all of them give to us a clear presentation of the fact that this is the one 

in whom we must have faith. 

 

Well, I am going to skip over a little bit and I wanted to get into the second chapter today. 

We are going to go  through the whole book of John and see how John, as he wrote it, 

gives to us evidence upon evidence upon evidence that we can trust in Jesus for our 

salvation that what he said in John chapter 20 holds today.” 

 

                                                 
12

 Ibid.  
13

 John 1:30.  
14

 Ibid.  
15

 Ibid.  
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In John chapter two we have the wedding in Cana of Galilee.  I like weddings.  Aren’t 

they a lot of fun?  Do you know what my favorite part of the wedding is?  Eating the 

wedding cake. I don’t know about you, but I mean, I like the wedding cake, you know. 

And that is always a lot of fun. But I think of going to some special weddings, people 

who are very close to us and each and every one of them was a great joy.   

 

I had an incredible privilege in that I conducted the wedding for all three of our children 

and that was very, very special. Nancy played for the weddings for all three of our 

children. So together we were able to participate in what, of course, is one of the most 

important days in their lives and that was very, very special. 

 

Well, there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. We know very, very little about this 

wedding. And I find that interesting because you would think if there is something as 

important as a wedding, the person who writes about it would tell us who got married. I 

mean, isn’t that pretty significant? 

 

I mean, you know, Sam married Susan or whatever and, but we don’t see anything like 

that here at all. We don’t know who these people were.  All we know is that there was a 

wedding and Jesus’ mother was there and Jesus was also with his disciples invited to the 

wedding. 

 

Now Jesus here performed a significant miracle. It says that the wine ran out.   

 

Do you know what my first reaction is?  So what?  I mean, big deal. I mean, you know, it 

is obvious that they had enough wine. It wasn’t as if, you know, nobody got a glass. But 

the wine ran out. And Jesus’ mother says to him, “They have no wine.”
16

 

 

Ok.  That’s nice. That’s all right. 

 

“Jesus said to her...”
17

  Now I want you to listen to the words carefully, “Woman, what 

does this have to do with me?” 

 

Now let me ask you a question. If I would walk over to one of you ladies today, “Hey, 

woman, what does that have to do...” 

 

What would your reaction be?  If I didn’t slapped in the face I would be very fortunate, 

wouldn’t I? I mean, you know, that isn’t the way you talk to people.” 

 

It didn’t mean that, ok, in the original language. It was not a sign of disrespect.  It was an 

appropriate way to speak in that day.  

 

But Jesus said, “What does that have to do with me?”
18

 And even though it was not... that 

                                                 
16

 John 2:3.  
17

 John 2:4. 
18

 See John 2:4.  
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calling her woman was not disrespectful, there was a sense in which there was a mild put 

down here, that here is his mother.  

 

My mother is no longer living, but all the time that my mother was alive I would treat her 

with respect. You know, “Hi, mom. How are you doing?  What can I do for you today?”  

You know, and tried my best to always be respectful to my mother. 

 

And here we see Jesus more or less discounting his mother, pushing her off to the side 

and saying, “This doesn’t have anything to do with me. My hour is not yet come.”
19

 

 

And we find that Jesus’ mother picks up what Jesus is saying here. He is saying, “You 

have to understand, you might be my mother, but I am greater than that and you need to 

understand that.”   

 

And she responds by saying to the servants who were there, “Do whatever he tells you.”
20

 

 

I think that is one of the most profound statements in the whole Bible.  You know, you 

can sum up the Christian life in just those words.  If all we did, just do whatever he told 

us. I mean, you know, whatever Jesus says, do it.  It is not that easy, but I am just saying, 

you see the concept here that finally his mother begins to comprehend who he really is. 

Do whatever he tells you.   

 

Well, we know the story. There were water pots and they were used for the purification 

rite in those days and they were rather hefty, they were large. And Jesus says to the 

servant, “Fill the jars with water.”
21

 And they filled them with water. And when they 

drew out something it wasn’t water, it was wine. He had turned the water into wine, but 

not only that, when Jesus makes something, he makes the best, doesn’t he?  I mean, he 

doesn’t make any low class wine. He made the best wine.  

 

And, in fact, we read that here.  It says: 

 

When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did 

not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the 

water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, 

“Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, 

then the poor wine.”
22

 

 

Good strategy, huh?  I mean, you know, you give them the good stuff first and when it is 

already kind of saturated them and they take something else to drink, they don’t know 

good from bad and that was a strategy. 

 

                                                 
19

 Ibid.  
20

 John 2:5.  
21

 John 2:7.  
22

 John 2:9-10.  
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Well, anyway, “But you have kept the good wine until now.”
23

 

 

What is interesting here is Jesus makes the best.  And then it tells us, “This, the first of 

his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples 

believed in him.”
24

 

 

What is the purpose of the book of John?  “That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
25

 

 

So we have here a picture of a group of people, his disciples, seeing this first great sign—

and the word sign that is used here in the original language has the idea of a miraculous 

sign. They see this first sign that Jesus did and they believed in him.   

 

This is the reaction that John wants to get from us. And we need to just simply look at 

Jesus.  Who is he? What did he do?  And we see, step by step, John laying out a picture 

of the divine one who has ultimate powers, who will, in fact, provide a redemption for his 

people and so as his disciples believed, John wants us to believe as well. That is the 

purpose for which he wrote this book.   

 

Any thoughts. This is the point at which I wanted to stop. Are there any other ideas or 

thoughts in here?   

 

Yes, sir. 

 

Ok.   

 

Oh, no, no. In fact, she is the opposite of disrespecting him.  She is saying, “Whatever he 

says, you do it.” I mean she is respecting him. 

 

Do what he says. That is all you have to worry about. 

 

Any other thoughts? 

 

And we are going to be seeing this more and more as we get into the book of John.  We 

will see that there is more and more evidence whereby we should believe in Christ.   

 

Ok.  Well, let’s close in a word of prayer. 

 

Father, thank you. You have loved us with an everlasting love. You have given to us the 

blessings of eternal life. And now, Father, help us to live our lives in the light of the truth 

that Jesus has come, that he has provided us salvation, that he has loved us with an 

everlasting love. Help us to honor him in all that we say and do we pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

                                                 
23

 John 2:10.  
24

 John 2:11.  
25

 John 20:31.  


